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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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 2.3.7.5 RSDS
Reduced Swing Differential Signaling (RSDS) is similar to an LVDS high-speed interface using 
differential signaling. RSDS has a similar implementation to LVDS devices and is only intended for 
point-to-point applications.

Minimum and Maximum Input and Output Levels      

Table 203 � RSDS Recommended DC Operating Conditions 

Parameter Symbol Min Typ Max Unit

Supply voltage VDDI 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

Table 204 � RSDS DC Input Voltage Specification 

Parameter Symbol Min Max Unit

DC input voltage  VI 0 2.925 V

Table 205 � RSDS DC Output Voltage Specification 

Parameter Symbol Min Typ Max Unit

DC output logic high VOH 1.25 1.425 1.6 V

DC output logic low VOL 0.9 1.075 1.25 V

Table 206 � RSDS Differential Voltage Specification 

Parameter Symbol Min Max Unit

Differential output voltage swing VOD 100 600  mV

Output common mode voltage VOCM 0.5 1.5  V 

Input common mode voltage VICM 0.3 1.5  V 

Input differential voltage VID 100 600  mV 

Table 207 � RSDS Minimum and Maximum AC Switching Speed

Parameter Symbol Max Unit Conditions

Maximum data rate (for MSIO I/O bank) DMAX 520 Mbps AC loading: 2 pF / 100 �:  differential load

Maximum data rate (for MSIOD I/O bank) DMAX 700 Mbps AC loading: 2 pF / 100 �:  differential load

Table 208 � RSDS AC Impedance Specifications

Parameter Symbol Typ Unit

Termination resistance RT 100 �:

Table 209 � RSDS AC Test Parameter Specifications

Parameter Symbol Typ Unit

Measuring/trip point for data path VTRIP Cross point V

Resistance for enable path (TZH, TZL, THZ, TLZ) RENT 2K �:

Capacitive loading for enable path (TZH, TZL, THZ, TLZ) CENT 5 pF
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Figure 13 � Output DDR Timing Diagram

 2.3.9.5 Timing Characteristics
The following table lists the output DDR propagation delays in worst commercial-case conditions when 
TJ = 85 °C, V DD = 1.14 V.

Table 222 � Output DDR Propagation Delays

Symbol Description
Measuring Nodes 
(from, to) �1 �Std Unit

TDDROCLKQ Clock-to-out of DDR for output DDR E, G 0.263 0.309 ns

TDDROSUDF Data_F data setup for output DDR F, E 0.143 0.168 ns

TDDROSUDR Data_R data setup for output DDR A, E 0.19 0.223 ns

TDDROHDF Data_F data hold for output DDR F, E 0 0 ns

TDDROHDR Data_R data hold for output DDR A, E 0 0 ns

TDDROSUE Enable setup for input DDR B, E 0.419 0.493 ns

TDDROHE Enable hold for input DDR B, E 0 0 ns

TDDROSUSLN Synchronous load setup for input DDR D, E 0.196 0.231 ns

TDDROHSLN Synchronous load hold for input DDR D, E 0 0 ns

TDDROAL2Q Asynchronous load-to-out for output DDR C, G 0.528 0.621 ns

TDDROREMAL Asynchronous load removal time for output DDR C, E 0 0 ns

TDDRORECAL Asynchronous load recovery time for output DDR C, E 0.034 0.04 ns
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2.3.10.2 Timing Characteristics
The following table lists the combinatorial cell propagation delays in worst commercial-case conditions 
when TJ = 85 °C, V DD = 1.14 V.

2.3.10.3 Sequen tial Module
IGLOO2 and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGAs offer a separate flip-flop which can be used independently from 
the LUT. The flip-flop can be configured as a register or a latch and has a data input and optional enable, 
synchronous load (clear or preset), and asynchronous load (clear or preset).

Figure 15 � Sequential  Module

Table 223 � Combinatorial Cell Propagation Delays

Combinatorial Cell Equation Symbol �1 �Std Unit

INV Y = !A TPD 0.1 0.118 ns

AND2 Y = A · B TPD 0.164 0.193 ns

NAND2 Y = !(A · B) TPD 0.147 0.173 ns

OR2 Y = A + B TPD 0.164 0.193 ns

NOR2 Y = !(A + B) TPD 0.147 0.173 ns

XOR2 Y = A ��  B TPD 0.164 0.193 ns

XOR3 Y = A ��  B ��  C TPD 0.225 0.265 ns

AND3 Y = A · B · C TPD 0.209 0.246 ns

AND4 Y = A · B · C · D TPD 0.287 0.338 ns
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DS0128 Datasheet Revision 11.0 76









IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
150 161 161 161 Sec

Table 255 � Programming Times with 100 kHz, 25 MHz, and 12.5 MHz SPI Clock Rates 
(Fabric and eNVM)

M2S/M2GL
Device

Auto 
Programming Auto Update

Programming 
Recovery

Unit100 kHz 25 MHz 12.5 MHz

005 47 27 28 Sec

010 77 35 35 Sec

025 150 42 41 Sec

050 331 Not Supported Not Supported Sec

060 291 83 82 Sec

090 427 109 108 Sec

150 708 157 160 Sec

005 41 48 49 Sec

010 86 87 87 Sec

025 87 85 86 Sec

050 85 Not Supported Not Supported Sec

060 78 86 86 Sec

090 154 162 162 Sec

150 161 161 161 Sec

005 87 67 66 Sec

010 161 113 113 Sec

025 229 120 121 Sec

050 112 Not Supported Not Supported Sec

060 368 161 158 Sec

090 582 261 260 Sec

150 867 309 310 Sec

1. Auto Programming in 050 device is done through SC_SPI, and SPI CLK is set to 6.25 
MHz.

Table 254 � Programming Times with 100 kHz, 25 MHz, and 12.5 MHz SPI Clock Rates 
(eNVM Only)  (continued)

M2S/M2GL
Device

Auto 
Programming Auto Update

Programming 
Recovery

Unit 100 kHz 25 MHz 12.5 MHz
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2.3.13 Programming Times
The following tables list the programming times in typical conditions when TJ = 25 °C, VDD = 1.2 V. 
External SPI flash part# AT25DF641-s3H is used during this measurement.           

Read asynchronous reset recovery time (pipelined clock) 
TRSTREC

0.507 0.597 ns

Read asynchronous reset recovery time (non-pipelined clock) 0.236 0.278 ns

Read asynchronous reset to output propagation delay (with 
pipelined register enabled) 

TR2Q 0.83 0.98 ns

Read synchronous reset setup time TSRSTSU 0.271 0.319 ns

Read synchronous reset hold time TSRSTHD 0.061 0.071 ns

Write clock period TCCY 4 4 ns

Write clock minimum pulse width high TCCLKMPWH 1.8 1.8 ns

Write clock minimum pulse width low TCCLKMPWL 1.8 1.8 ns

Write block setup time TBLKCSU 0.404 0.476 ns

Write block hold time TBLKCHD 0.007 0.008 ns

Write input data setup time TDINCSU 0.003 0.004 ns

Write input data hold time TDINCHD 0.137 0.161 ns

Write address setup time TADDRCSU 0.088 0.104 ns

Write address hold time TADDRCHD 0.247 0.29 ns

Write enable setup time TWECSU 0.397 0.467 ns

Write enable hold time TWECHD –0.03 –0.03 ns

Maximum frequency FMAX 250 250 MHz

Table 244 • JTAG Programming (Fabric Only) 

M2S/M2GL
Device Image size Bytes Program Verify Unit

005 302672 22 10 Sec

010 568784 28 18 Sec

025 1223504 51 26 Sec

050 2424832 66 54 Sec

060 2418896 77 54 Sec

090 3645968 113 126 Sec

150 6139184 155 193 Sec

Table 243 • µSRAM (RAM1024x1) in 1024 × 1 Mode (continued)

Parameter Symbol

–1 –Std

UnitMin Max Min Max
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Table 248 • 2 Step IAP Programming (eNVM Only)

M2S/M2GL
Device Image size Bytes Authenticate Program Verify Unit

005 137536 2 37 5 Sec

010 274816 4 76 11 Sec

025 274816 4 78 10 Sec

050 278528 3 85 9 Sec

060 268480 5 76 22 Sec

090 544496 10 152 43 Sec

150 544496 10 153 44 Sec

Table 249 • 2 Step IAP Programming (Fabric and eNVM)

M2S/M2GL
Device Image size Bytes Authenticate Program Verify Unit

005 439296 6 56 11 Sec

010 842688 11 100 21 Sec

025 1497408 19 113 32 Sec

050 2695168 32 136 48 Sec

060 2686464 43 137 70 Sec

090 4190208 68 236 115 Sec

150 6682768 109 286 162 Sec

Table 250 • SmartFusion2 Cortex-M3 ISP Programming (Fabric Only)

M2S/M2GL
Device

Image size
Bytes Authenticate Program Verify Unit

005 302672 6 19 8 Sec

010 568784 10 26 14 Sec

025 1223504 21 39 29 Sec

050 2424832 39 60 50 Sec

060 2418896 44 65 54 Sec

090 3645968 66 90 79 Sec

150 6139184 108 140 128 Sec

Table 251 • SmartFusion2 Cortex-M3 ISP Programming (eNVM Only)

M2S/M2GL
Device

Image size
Bytes Authenticate Program Verify Unit

005 137536 3 42 4 Sec

010 274816 4 82 7 Sec

025 274816 4 82 8 Sec

050 278528 4 80 8 Sec

060 268480 6 80 8 Sec

090 544496 10 157 15 Sec
DS0128 Datasheet Revision 11.0 96






