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Embedded - System On Chip (SoC): The
Heart of Modern Embedded Systems

Embedded - System On Chip (SoC) refers to an
integrated circuit that consolidates all the essential
components of a computer system into a single chip. This
includes a microprocessor, memory, and other peripherals,
all packed into one compact and efficient package. SoCs
are designed to provide a complete computing solution,
optimizing both space and power consumption, making
them ideal for a wide range of embedded applications.

What are Embedded - System On Chip (SoC)?

System On Chip (SoC) integrates multiple functions of a
computer or electronic system onto a single chip. Unlike
traditional multi-chip solutions, SoCs combine a central
processing unit (CPU), memory, input/output (I/O)
interfaces, and other essential components into a single
silicon die. This integration enhances performance,
reduces power consumption, and minimizes the physical
footprint of the system. SoCs are fundamental in
embedded systems where space, efficiency, and cost are
critical.

Applications of Embedded - System On Chip
(SoC)

SoCs are pivotal in a variety of applications due to their
compact design and high integration. In consumer
electronics, SoCs power smartphones, tablets, and
smartwatches, offering robust performance and extended
battery life. Automotive industries leverage SoCs for
advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS), infotainment,
and vehicle-to-everything (V2X) communication. In
industrial automation, SoCs drive sophisticated
machinery control systems, data acquisition, and real-time
monitoring. Additionally, medical devices use SoCs for
portable diagnostic tools, imaging systems, and patient
monitoring equipment, where space and power efficiency
are crucial.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
System On Chip (SoC)

System On Chip (SoC) products can be categorized into
several subtypes based on their applications and
functionalities. General-purpose SoCs are designed for a
wide range of applications, offering versatile processing
capabilities. Application-specific SoCs are tailored for
particular uses, such as multimedia processing or
automotive control, incorporating specialized features to
meet the demands of specific tasks. Real-time SoCs focus
on handling tasks with stringent timing requirements,
suitable for applications like robotics and industrial control.

Types of Embedded - System On Chip (SoC)

Details

Product Status Active

Architecture MCU, FPGA

Core Processor ARM® Cortex®-M3

Flash Size 128KB

RAM Size 64KB

Peripherals DDR

Connectivity CANbus, Ethernet, I²C, SPI, UART/USART, USB

Speed 166MHz

Primary Attributes FPGA - 5K Logic Modules

Operating Temperature -40°C ~ 100°C (TJ)

Package / Case 484-BGA

Supplier Device Package 484-FPBGA (23x23)
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
where  

JA
= Junction-to-air thermal resistance

JB
= Junction-to-board thermal resistance

JC
= Junction-to-case thermal resistance

TJ
= Junction temperature

TA
= Ambient temperature

TB
= Board temperature (measured 1.0 mm away from the package edge)

TC
= Case temperature

P = Total power dissipated by the device

Table 9 • Package Thermal Resistance of SmartFusion2 and IGLOO2 Devices

Device

Still Air 1.0 m/s 2.5 m/s

JB JC UnitJA

005

FG484 19.36 15.81 14.63 9.74 5.27 °C/W

VF256 41.30 38.16 35.30 28.41 3.94 °C/W

VF400 20.19 16.94 15.41 8.86 4.95 °C/W

TQ144 42.80 36.80 34.50 37.20 10.80 °C/W

010 

FG484 18.22 14.83 13.62 8.83 4.92 °C/W

VF256 37.36 34.26 31.45 24.84 7.89 °C/W

VF400 19.40 15.75 14.22 8.11 4.22 °C/W

TQ144 38.60 32.60 30.30 31.80 8.60 °C/W

025

FG484 17.03 13.66 12.45 7.66 4.18 °C/W

VF256 33.85 30.59 27.85 21.63 6.13 °C/W

VF400 18.36 14.89 13.36 7.12 3.41 °C/W

FCS325 29.17 24.87 23.12 14.44 2.31 °C/W

050

FG484 15.29 12.19 10.99 6.27 3.24 °C/W

FG896 14.70 12.50 10.90 7.20 4.90 °C/W

VF400 17.53 14.17 12.63 6.32 2.81 °C/W

FCS325 27.38 23.18 21.41 12.47 1.59 °C/W

060

FG484 15.40 12.06 10.85 6.14 3.15 °C/W

FG676 15.49 12.21 11.06 7.07 3.87 °C/W

VF400 17.45 14.01 12.47 6.22 2.69 °C/W

FCS325 27.03 22.91 21.25 12.33 1.54 °C/W

090

FG484 14.64 11.37 10.16 5.43 2.77 °C/W

FG676 14.52 11.19 10.37 6.17 3.24 °C/W

FCS325 26.63 22.26 20.13 14.24 2.50 °C/W
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
2.3.5 User I/O Characteristics
There are three types of I/Os supported in the IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA families: 
MSIO, MSIOD, and DDRIO I/O banks. The I/O standards supported by the different I/O banks is 
described in the I/Os section of the UG0445: IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA Fabric User 
Guide.

2.3.5.1 Input Buffer and AC Loading
The following figure shows the input buffer and AC loading.

Figure 3 • Input Buffer AC Loading
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
Note: For a detailed I/V curve, use the corresponding IBIS models: 
www.microsemi.com/soc/download/ibis/default.aspx.

AC Switching Characteristics

Worst commercial-case conditions: TJ = 85 °C, VDD = 1.14 V, VDDI = 1.14 V     

Table 77 • LVCMOS 1.2 V AC Calibrated Impedance Option 

Parameter Symbol Typ Unit

Supported output driver calibrated 
impedance (for DDRIO I/O bank)

RODT_CAL 75, 60, 50, 40 �:

Table 78 • LVCMOS 1.2 V AC Test Parameter Specifications 

Parameter Symbol Typ Unit

Measuring/trip point VTRIP 0.6 V

Resistance for enable path (TZH, TZL, THZ, TLZ) RENT 2K �:

Capacitive loading for enable path (TZH, TZL, THZ, TLZ) CENT 5 pF

Capacitive loading for data path (TDP) CLOAD 5 pF

Table 79 • LVCMOS 1.2 V Transmitter Drive Strength Specifications

Output Drive Selection VOH (V) VOL (V) IOH (at VOH) 
mA

IOL (at VOL) 
mAMSIO I/O Bank MSIOD I/O Bank DDRIO I/O Bank Min Max

2 mA 2 mA 2 mA VDDI × 0.75 VDDI × 0.25 2 2

4 mA 4 mA 4 mA VDDI × 0.75 VDDI × 0.25 4 4

6 mA VDDI × 0.75 VDDI × 0.25 6 6

Table 80 • LVCMOS 1.2 V Receiver Characteristics for DDRIO I/O Bank with Fixed Code (Input 
Buffers)

On-Die Termination (ODT)

TPY TPYS

Unit–1 –Std –1 –Std

None 2.448 2.88 2.466 2.901 ns

Table 81 • LVCMOS 1.2 V Receiver Characteristics for MSIO I/O Bank (Input Buffers)

On-Die Termination ODT)

TPY TPYS

Unit–1 –Std –1 –Std

None 4.714 5.545 4.675 5.5 ns

50 6.668 7.845 6.579 7.74 ns

75 5.832 6.862 5.76 6.777 ns

150 5.162 6.073 5.111 6.014 ns
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
 2.3.5.8 1.8 V LVCMOS
LVCMOS 1.8 is a general standard for 1.8 V applications and is supported in IGLOO2 FPGAs and 
SmartFusion2 SoC FPGAs in compliance to the JEDEC specification JESD8-7A.

Minimum and Maximum DC/AC Input and Output Levels Specification     

Table 48 • LVCMOS 2.5 V Transmitter Characteristics for MSIOD Bank (Output and Tristate Buffers)

Output 
Drive 
Selection

Slew 
Control

TDP TZL TZH THZ
1 TLZ

1

Unit–1 –Std –1 –Std –1 –Std –1 –Std –1 –Std
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
LVDS33 AC Switching Characteristics

Table 168 • LVDS25 Receiver Characteristics for MSIOD I/O Bank (Input Buffers)

On-Die Termination (ODT)

TPY

Unit –1 –Std

None 2.554 3.004 ns

100 2.549 2.999 ns

Table 169 • LVDS25 Transmitter Characteristics for MSIO I/O Bank (Output and Tristate Buffers)

TDP TZL TZH THZ TLZ

Unit–1 –Std –1 –Std –1 –Std –1 –Std –1 –Std

2.136 2.513 2.416 2.842 2.402 2.825 2.423 2.85 2.409 2.833 ns

Table 170 • LVDS25 Transmitter Characteristics for MSIOD I/O Bank (Output and Tristate Buffers)

TDP TZL TZH THZ TLZ

Unit–1 –Std –1 –Std –1 –Std –1 –Std –1 –Std

No pre-emphasis 1.61 1.893 1.749 2.058 1.735 2.041 1.897 2.231 1.866 2.195 ns

Min pre-emphasis 1.527 1.796 1.757 2.067 1.744 2.052 1.905 2.241 1.876 2.207 ns

Med pre-emphasis 1.496 1.76 1.765 2.077 1.751 2.06 1.914 2.252 1.884 2.216 ns

Table 171 • LVDS33 Receiver Characteristics for MSIO I/O Bank (Input Buffers)

On Die Termination (ODT)

TPY

Unit–1 –Std

None 2.572 3.025 ns

100 2.569 3.023 ns

Table 172 • LVDS33 Transmitter Characteristics for MSIO I/O Bank (Output and Tristate 
Buffers)

TDP TZL TZH THZ TLZ

Unit–1 –Std –1 –Std –1 –Std –1 –Std –1 –Std

1.942 2.284 1.98 2.33 1.97 2.318 1.953 2.298 1.96 2.307 ns
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
 2.3.8.2 Output/Enable Register
Figure 8 • Timing Model for Output/Enable Register
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
 2.3.9.4 Output DDR Module
Figure 12 • Output DDR Module
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
The following table lists the RAM1K18 – dual-port mode for depth × width configuration 8K × 2 in worst 
commercial-case conditions when TJ = 85 °C, VDD = 1.14 V. 

Table 234 • RAM1K18 – Dual-Port Mode for Depth × Width Configuration 8K × 2

Parameter Symbol

–1 –Std

UnitMin Max Min Max

Clock period TCY 2.5 2.941 ns

Clock minimum pulse width high TCLKMPWH 1.125 1.323 ns

Clock minimum pulse width low TCLKMPWL 1.125 1.323 ns

Pipelined clock period TPLCY 2.5 2.941 ns

Pipelined clock minimum pulse width high TPLCLKMPWH 1.125 1.323 ns

Pipelined clock minimum pulse width low TPLCLKMPWL 1.125 1.323 ns

Read access time with pipeline register

TCLK2Q 

0.32 0.377 ns

Read access time without pipeline register 2.272 2.673 ns

Access time with feed-through write timing 1.511 1.778 ns

Address setup time TADDRSU 0.612 0.72 ns

Address hold time TADDRHD 0.274 0.322 ns

Data setup time TDSU 0.33 0.388 ns

Data hold time TDHD 0.082 0.096 ns

Block select setup time TBLKSU 0.207 0.244 ns

Block select hold time TBLKHD 0.216 0.254 ns

Block select to out disable time (when pipelined register is 
disabled)

TBLK2Q 1.511 1.778 ns

Block select minimum pulse width TBLKMPW 0.186 0.219 ns

Read enable setup time TRDESU 0.529 0.622 ns

Read enable hold time TRDEHD 0.071 0.083 ns

Pipelined read enable setup time (A_DOUT_EN, 
B_DOUT_EN)

TRDPLESU 0.248 0.291 ns

Pipelined read enable hold time (A_DOUT_EN, B_DOUT_EN) TRDPLEHD 0.102 0.12 ns

Asynchronous reset to output propagation delay TR2Q 1.528 1.797 ns

Asynchronous reset removal time TRSTREM 0.506 0.595 ns

Asynchronous reset recovery time TRSTREC 0.004 0.005 ns

Asynchronous reset minimum pulse width TRSTMPW 0.301 0.354 ns

Pipelined register asynchronous reset removal time TPLRSTREM –0.279 –0.328 ns

Pipelined register asynchronous reset recovery time TPLRSTREC 0.327 0.385 ns

Pipelined register asynchronous reset minimum pulse width TPLRSTMPW 0.282 0.332 ns

Synchronous reset setup time TSRSTSU 0.226 0.265 ns

Synchronous reset hold time TSRSTHD 0.036 0.043 ns

Write enable setup time TWESU 0.488 0.574 ns

Write enable hold time TWEHD 0.048 0.057 ns

Maximum frequency FMAX 400 340 MHz
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150 544496 10 158 15 Sec

Table 252 • SmartFusion2 Cortex-M3 ISP Programming (Fabric and eNVM)

M2S/M2GL
Device

Image size
Bytes Authenticate Program Verify Unit

005 439296 9 61 11 Sec

010 842688 15 107 21 Sec

025 1497408 26 121 35 Sec

050 2695168 43 141 55 Sec

060 2686464 48 143 60 Sec

090 4190208 75 244 91 Sec

150 6682768 117 296 141 Sec

Table 253 • Programming Times with 100 kHz, 25 MHz, and 12.5 MHz SPI Clock Rates 
(Fabric Only)

M2S/M2GL
Device

Auto 
Programming Auto Update

Programming 
Recovery

Unit 100 kHz 25 MHz 12.5 MHz

005 47 27 28 Sec

010 77 35 35 Sec

025 150 42 41 Sec

050 331 Not Supported Not Supported Sec

060 291 83 82 Sec

090 427 109 108 Sec

150 708 157 160 Sec

1. Auto Programming in 050 device is done through SC_SPI, and SPI CLK is set 
to 6.25 MHz.

Table 254 • Programming Times with 100 kHz, 25 MHz, and 12.5 MHz SPI Clock Rates 
(eNVM Only)

M2S/M2GL
Device

Auto 
Programming Auto Update

Programming 
Recovery

Unit 100 kHz 25 MHz 12.5 MHz

005 41 48 49 Sec

010 86 87 87 Sec

025 87 85 86 Sec

050 85 Not Supported Not Supported Sec

060 78 86 86 Sec

090 154 162 162 Sec

Table 251 • SmartFusion2 Cortex-M3 ISP Programming (eNVM Only) (continued)

M2S/M2GL
Device

Image size
Bytes Authenticate Program Verify Unit
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
Figure 18 • Power-up to Functional Timing Diagram for IGLOO2

2.3.25 DEVRST_N Characteristics

2.3.26 DEVRST_N to Functional Times
The following table lists the SmartFusion2 DEVRST_N to functional times in worst-case industrial 
conditions when TJ = 100 °C, VDD = 1.14 V. 

Table 290 • DEVRST_N Characteristics for All Devices

Parameter Symbol Max Unit

DEVRST_N ramp rate TRAMPDEVRSTN 1 us

DEVRST_N cycling rate FMAXPDEVRSTN 100 kHz

Table 291 • DEVRST_N to Functional Times for SmartFusion2

Symbol From To Description

Maximum Power-up to Functional Time for 
SmartFusion2 (uS)

005 010 025 050 060 090 150

TPOR2OUT POWER_ON
_RESET_N

Output 
available at 
I/O

Fabric to
output

518 501 527 521 422 419 694

TPOR2MSSRST POWER_ON
_RESET_N

MSS_RESE
T_N_M2F

Fabric to 
MSS

515 497 524 518 417 414 689

TMSSRST2OUT MSS_RESET
_N_M2F

Output 
available at 
I/O

MSS to
output

3.5 3.5 3.5 3.3 4.8 4.8 4.8

TDEVRST2OUT DEVRST_N Output 
available at 
I/O

VDD at its 
minimum 
threshold 
level to
output

706 768 715 691 641 635 871
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Figure 23 • SPI Timing for a Single Frame Transfer in Motorola Mode (SPH = 1)

SPI master configuration (applicable for 060, 090, and 150 devices)

sp6m SPI_[0|1]_DO setup time2 (SPI_x_CLK_period/2) – 7.0 ns

sp7m SPI_[0|1]_DO hold time2 (SPI_x_CLK_period/2) – 9.5 ns

sp8m SPI_[0|1]_DI setup time2 15 ns

sp9m SPI_[0|1]_DI hold time2 -–2.5 ns

SPI slave configuration (applicable for 060, 090, and 150 devices)

sp6s SPI_[0|1]_DO setup time2 (SPI_x_CLK_period/2) – 16.0 ns

sp7s SPI_[0|1]_DO hold time2 (SPI_x_CLK_period/2) - 3.5 ns

sp8s SPI_[0|1]_DI setup time2 3 ns

sp9s SPI_[0|1]_DI hold time2 2.5 ns

1. For specific Rise/Fall Times board design considerations and detailed output buffer resistances, use the corresponding IBIS 
models located on the Microsemi SoC Products Group website: http://www.microsemi.com/soc/download/ibis/default.aspx.

2. For allowable pclk configurations, see the Serial Peripheral Interface Controller section in the UG0331: SmartFusion2 
Microcontroller Subsystem User Guide.

Table 310 • SPI Characteristics for All Devices (continued)

Symbol Description Min Typ Max Unit Conditions

SPI_0_CLK
SPO = 0

SPI_0_DO

SP6 SP7

50%50% MSB

50% 50% 50%

SP2

SP1

90%

10% 10%

SP4 SP5

SP8 SP9

50%50% MSBSPI_0_DI

10%

90%

SP5

90%

10%

SP4

90%

10%10%

SP4SP5

90%

SPI_0_SS

SPI_0_CLK
SPO = 1

SP3
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