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Embedded - System On Chip (SoC): The
Heart of Modern Embedded Systems

Embedded - System On Chip (SoC) refers to an
integrated circuit that consolidates all the essential
components of a computer system into a single chip. This
includes a microprocessor, memory, and other peripherals,
all packed into one compact and efficient package. SoCs
are designed to provide a complete computing solution,
optimizing both space and power consumption, making
them ideal for a wide range of embedded applications.

What are Embedded - System On Chip (SoC)?

System On Chip (SoC) integrates multiple functions of a
computer or electronic system onto a single chip. Unlike
traditional multi-chip solutions, SoCs combine a central
processing unit (CPU), memory, input/output (I/O)
interfaces, and other essential components into a single
silicon die. This integration enhances performance,
reduces power consumption, and minimizes the physical
footprint of the system. SoCs are fundamental in
embedded systems where space, efficiency, and cost are
critical.

Applications of Embedded - System On Chip
(SoC)

SoCs are pivotal in a variety of applications due to their
compact design and high integration. In consumer
electronics, SoCs power smartphones, tablets, and
smartwatches, offering robust performance and extended
battery life. Automotive industries leverage SoCs for
advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS), infotainment,
and vehicle-to-everything (V2X) communication. In
industrial automation, SoCs drive sophisticated
machinery control systems, data acquisition, and real-time
monitoring. Additionally, medical devices use SoCs for
portable diagnostic tools, imaging systems, and patient
monitoring equipment, where space and power efficiency
are crucial.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
System On Chip (SoC)

System On Chip (SoC) products can be categorized into
several subtypes based on their applications and
functionalities. General-purpose SoCs are designed for a
wide range of applications, offering versatile processing
capabilities. Application-specific SoCs are tailored for
particular uses, such as multimedia processing or
automotive control, incorporating specialized features to
meet the demands of specific tasks. Real-time SoCs focus
on handling tasks with stringent timing requirements,
suitable for applications like robotics and industrial control.

Types of Embedded - System On Chip (SoC)

Details

Product Status Active

Architecture MCU, FPGA

Core Processor ARM® Cortex®-M3

Flash Size 256KB

RAM Size 64KB

Peripherals DDR, PCIe, SERDES

Connectivity CANbus, Ethernet, I²C, SPI, UART/USART, USB

Speed 166MHz

Primary Attributes FPGA - 10K Logic Modules

Operating Temperature -40°C ~ 100°C (TJ)

Package / Case 400-LFBGA

Supplier Device Package 400-VFBGA (17x17)
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
Note: Power supply ramps must all be strictly monotonic, without plateaus.

Note: The retention specification is defined as the total number of programing and digest cycles. For example, 
20 years of retention after 500 programming cycles.

Note: The digest cycle specification is 2000 digest cycles for every program cycle with a maximum of 500 
programming cycles.

Note: If your product qualification requires accelerated programming cycles, see Microsemi SoC Products 
Quality and Reliability Report about recommended methodologies.

3.3 V DC supply voltage VDDIx 3.15 3.3 3.45 V

LVDS differential I/O VDDIx 2.375 2.5 3.45 V

B-LVDS, M-LVDS, Mini-LVDS, 
RSDS differential I/O

VDDIx 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

LVPECL differential I/O VDDIx 3.15 3.3 3.45 V

Reference voltage supply for FDDR 
(Bank0) and MDDR (Bank5)

VREFx 0.49 × 
VDDIx

0.5 × 
VDDIx

0.51 × 
VDDIx

V

Analog sense circuit supply of 
embedded nonvolatile memory 
(eNVM). Must be shorted to VPP.

VPPNVM 2.375 2.5 2.625 V 2.5 V range

3.15 3.3 3.45 V 3.3 V range

1. Programming at Industrial temperature range is available only with VPP = 3.3 V.

Table 5 � FPGA Operating Limits

Product 
Grade Element

Programming
Temperature

Operating
Temperature

Programming 
Cycles

Digest 
Temperature

Digest 
Cycles

Retention 
(Biased/
Unbiased)

Commercial FPGA Min TJ = 0 °C
Max TJ = 85 °C

Min TJ = 0 °C
Max TJ = 85 °C

500 Min TJ = 0 °C
Max TJ = 85 °C

2000 20 years

Industrial1

1. Programming at Industrial temperature range is available only with VPP = 3.3 V.

FPGA Min TJ = �40 °C
Max TJ = 100 °C

Min TJ = �40 °C
Max TJ = 100 °C

500 Min TJ = �40 °C
Max TJ = 100 °C

2000 20 years

Table 4 � Recommended Operating Conditions  (continued)

Parameter Symbol Min Typ Max Unit Conditions
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IGLOO2 FPGA and SmartFusion2 SoC FPGA
Figure 19 • DEVRST_N to Functional Timing Diagram for SmartFusion2 

TDEVRST2POR DEVRST_N POWER_O
N_RESET_
N

VDD at its 
minimum 
threshold 
level to
fabric

233 289 216 213 237 234 219

TDEVRST2MSSRST DEVRST_N MSS_RESE
T_N_M2F

VDD at its 
minimum 
threshold 
level to MSS

702 765 712 688 636 630 866

TDEVRST2WPU DEVRST_N DDRIO 
Inbuf weak 
pull

DEVRST_N 
to Inbuf weak 
pull

208 202 197 193 216 215 215

DEVRST_N MSIO Inbuf 
weak pull

DEVRST_N 
to Inbuf weak 
pull

208 202 197 193 216 215 215

DEVRST_N MSIOD 
Inbuf weak 
pull

DEVRST_N 
to Inbuf weak 
pull

208 202 197 193 216 215 215

Table 291 • DEVRST_N to Functional Times for SmartFusion2 (continued)

Symbol From To Description

Maximum Power-up to Functional Time for 
SmartFusion2 (uS)

005 010 025 050 060 090 150
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