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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indisnensahle in numerous fields. In telecommunications.

Details
Product Status Active
Number of LABs/CLBs 6036

Number of Logic Elements/Cells -

Total RAM Bits -

Number of I/O 171

Number of Gates 108000

Voltage - Supply 2.25V ~ 5.25V

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Operating Temperature -40°C ~ 85°C (TA)

Package / Case 208-BFQFP

Supplier Device Package 208-PQFP (28x28)
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Routing Resources

The routing and interconnect resources of SX-A devices
are in the top two metal layers above the logic modules
(Figure 1-1 on page 1-1), providing optimal use of silicon,
thus enabling the entire floor of the device to be
spanned with an uninterrupted grid of logic modules.
Interconnection between these logic modules is achieved
using the Actel patented metal-to-metal programmable
antifuse interconnect elements. The antifuses are
normally open circuits and, when programmed, form a
permanent low-impedance connection.

Clusters and SuperClusters can be connected through the
use of two innovative local routing resources called
FastConnect and DirectConnect, which enable extremely
fast and predictable interconnection of modules within
Clusters and SuperClusters (Figure 1-5 on page 1-4 and
Figure 1-6 on page 1-4). This routing architecture also
dramatically reduces the number of antifuses required to
complete a circuit, ensuring the highest possible
performance, which is often required in applications such
as fast counters, state machines, and data path logic. The
interconnect elements (i.e., the antifuses and metal
tracks) have lower capacitance and lower resistance than
any other device of similar capacity, leading to the fastest
signal propagation in the industry.

DirectConnect is a horizontal routing resource that

provides connections from a C-cell to its neighboring
R-Cell in a given SuperCluster. DirectConnect uses a
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interconnection to achieve its fast signal propagation
time of less than 0.1 ns.

FastConnect enables horizontal routing between any
two logic modules within a given SuperCluster, and
vertical routing with the SuperCluster immediately
below it. Only one programmable connection is used in a
FastConnect path, delivering a maximum pin-to-pin
propagation time of 0.3 ns.

In addition to DirectConnect and FastConnect, the
architecture makes use of two globally oriented routing
resources known as segmented routing and high-drive
routing. The Actel segmented routing structure provides
a variety of track lengths for extremely fast routing
between SuperClusters. The exact combination of track
lengths and antifuses within each path is chosen by the
100% automatic place-and-route software to minimize
signal propagation delays.

The general system of routing tracks allows any logic
module in the array to be connected to any other logic
or /0 module. Within this system, most connections
typically require three or fewer antifuses, resulting in
fast and predictable performance.

The unique local and general routing structure featured
in SX-A devices allows 100% pin-locking with full logic
utilization, enables concurrent printed circuit board
(PCB) development, reduces design time, and allows
designers to achieve performance goals with minimum
effort.
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JTAG Instructions

Table 1-7 lists the supported instructions with the corresponding IR codes for SX-A devices.

Table 1-8 lists the codes returned after executing the IDCODE instruction for SX-A devices. Note that bit 0 is always '1".
Bits 11-1 are always '02F', which is the Actel manufacturer code.

Table 1-7 ¢ JTAG Instruction Code

Instructions (IR4:IR0) Binary Code
EXTEST 00000
SAMPLE/PRELOAD 00001
INTEST 00010
USERCODE 00011
IDCODE 00100
Highz 01110
CLAMP 01111
Diagnostic 10000
BYPASS 1M1
Reserved All others

Table 1-8 ¢ JTAG Instruction Code

Device Process Revision Bits 31-28 Bits 27-12
A54SX08A 0.22 0 8,9 40B4, 42B4
1 A, B 40B4, 42B4
A54SX16A 0.22 0 9 40B8, 42B8
1 B 40B8, 42B8

0.25p 1 B 22B8
A54SX32A 0.2 2p 0 9 40BD, 42BD
1 B 40BD, 42BD

0.25p 1 B 22BD
A54SX72A 0.22 p 0 9 4082, 42B2
1 B 40B2, 42B2

0.25p 1 B 22B2
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SX-A Timing Model
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Note: *Values shown for A54SX72A, —2, worst-case commercial conditions at 5 V PCl with standard place-and-route.

Figure 2-3 o SX-A Timing Model

Sample Path Calculations

Hardwired Clock

External Setup

(tinyH + trp1 + tsup) — tHekn
0.6+0.3+0.8-1.8=-0.1ns

Clock-to-Out (Pad'tO-Pad) = tHCKH + tRCO + tRD1 + tDHL

Routed Clock

External Setup

= 18+08+0.3+3.9=6.8ns

(tinve + tro1 + tsup) — trekw
0.6+03+0.8-3.0=-1.3ns

Clock-to-Out (Pad'tO'Pad) = tRCKH + tRCO + tRD'I + tDHL

=3.0+08+03+3.9=80ns
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