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Understanding Embedded - DSP (Digital
Signal Processors)

Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal Processors) are specialized
microprocessors designed to perform complex
mathematical computations on digital signals in real-time.
Unlike general-purpose processors, DSPs are optimized for
high-speed numeric processing tasks, making them ideal
for applications that require efficient and precise
manipulation of digital data. These processors are
fundamental in converting and processing signals in
various forms, including audio, video, and communication
signals, ensuring that data is accurately interpreted and
utilized in embedded systems.

Applications of Embedded - DSP (Digital
Signal Processors)

The applications of Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal
Processors) are vast and diverse, reflecting their critical
role in modern technology. In telecommunications, DSPs
are essential for signal modulation and demodulation, error
detection and correction, and data compression. In the
consumer electronics sector, DSPs enhance audio and
video processing, providing high-quality sound and image
rendering in devices like smartphones, televisions, and
home theater systems. Automotive systems utilize DSPs
for advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS),
infotainment, and engine management. Additionally,
industrial automation relies on DSPs for real-time control of
machinery and processes, while medical devices use them
for imaging and diagnostics, ensuring accurate and
efficient healthcare solutions.

Common Subcategories of Embedded - DSP
(Digital Signal Processors)

Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal Processors) can be
categorized into several common subcategories based on
their specific applications and performance characteristics.
General-purpose DSPs offer a versatile solution for a wide
range of signal processing tasks, providing balanced
performance and flexibility. High-performance DSPs are
designed for applications requiring significant
computational power and speed, such as real-time video
processing and advanced communication systems. Low-
power DSPs cater to battery-operated and portable
devices, ensuring energy-efficient operation without
compromising performance. Additionally, application-
specific DSPs are tailored for particular functions, such as
audio processing or motor control, offering optimized
performance for specific tasks.

Types of Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal
Processors)

There are various types of Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal
Processors), each suited to different needs and
applications. Fixed-point DSPs are designed for
applications where precision is critical but the range of
values is limited, such as audio processing. Floating-point
DSPs provide a broader range of values and greater
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In addition to the address and data bus for external memory
connection, the ADSP-2183 has a 16-bit Internal DMA port
(IDMA port) for connection to external systems. The IDMA
port is made up of 16 data/address pins and five control pins.
The IDMA port provides transparent, direct access to the DSPs
on-chip program and data RAM.

An interface to low cost byte-wide memory is provided by the
Byte DMA port (BDMA port). The BDMA port is bidirectional
and can directly address up to four megabytes of external RAM
or ROM for off-chip storage of program overlays or data tables.

The byte memory and I/O memory space interface supports
slow memories and I/O memory-mapped peripherals with pro-
grammable wait state generation. External devices can gain
control of external buses with bus request/grant signals (BR,
BGH and BG). One execution mode (Go Mode) allows the
ADSP-2183 to continue running from on-chip memory. Normal
execution mode requires the processor to halt while buses are
granted.

The ADSP-2183 can respond to thirteen possible interrupts,
eleven of which are accessible at any given time. There can be
up to six external interrupts (one edge-sensitive, two level-
sensitive and three configurable) and seven internal interrupts
generated by the timer, the serial ports (SPORTs), the Byte
DMA port and the power-down circuitry. There is also a master
RESET signal.

The two serial ports provide a complete synchronous serial inter-
face with optional companding in hardware and a wide variety of
framed or frameless data transmit and receive modes of operation.
Each port can generate an internal programmable serial clock or
accept an external serial clock.

The ADSP-2183 provides up to 13 general-purpose flag pins.
The data input and output pins on SPORT1 can be alternatively
configured as an input flag and an output flag. In addition, eight
flags are programmable as inputs or outputs and three flags are
always outputs.

A programmable interval timer generates periodic interrupts. A
16-bit count register (TCOUNT) is decremented every n pro-
cessor cycle, where n is a scaling value stored in an 8-bit register
(TSCALE). When the value of the count register reaches zero,
an interrupt is generated and the count register is reloaded from
a 16-bit period register (TPERIOD).

Serial Ports
The ADSP-2183 incorporates two complete synchronous serial
ports (SPORT0 and SPORT1) for serial communications and
multiprocessor communication.

Here is a brief list of the capabilities of the ADSP-2183
SPORTs. Refer to the ADSP-2100 Family User’s Manual, Third
Edition, for further details.

• SPORTs are bidirectional and have a separate, double-
buffered transmit and receive section.

• SPORTs can use an external serial clock or generate their
own serial clock internally.

• SPORTs have independent framing for the receive and trans-
mit sections. Sections run in a frameless mode or with frame
synchronization signals, internally or externally generated.
Frame sync signals are active high or inverted, with either of
two pulsewidths and timings.
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• SPORTs support serial data word lengths from 3 to 16 bits
and provide optional A-law and µ-law companding according
to CCITT recommendation G.711.

• SPORT receive and transmit sections can generate unique
interrupts on completing a data word transfer.

• SPORTs can receive and transmit an entire circular buffer of
data with only one overhead cycle per data word. An interrupt
is generated after a data buffer transfer.

• SPORT0 has a multichannel interface to selectively receive
and transmit a 24 or 32 word, time-division multiplexed,
serial bitstream.

• SPORT1 can be configured to have two external interrupts
(IRQ0 and IRQ1) and the Flag In and Flag Out signals. The
internally generated serial clock may still be used in this
configuration.

Pin Descriptions
The ADSP-2183 is available in a 128-lead LQFP package, and
Mini-BGA.

PIN FUNCTION DESCRIPTIONS

#
Pin of Input/
Name(s) Pins Output Function

Address 14 O Address Output Pins for Program,
Data, Byte, & I/O Spaces

Data 24 I/O Data I/O Pins for Program and
Data Memory Spaces (8 MSBs
Are Also Used as Byte Space
Addresses)

RESET 1 I Processor Reset Input
IRQ2 1 I Edge- or Level-Sensitive

Interrupt Request
IRQL0,
IRQL1 2 I Level-Sensitive Interrupt

Requests
IRQE 1 I Edge-Sensitive Interrupt

Request
BR 1 I Bus Request Input
BG 1 O Bus Grant Output
BGH 1 O Bus Grant Hung Output
PMS 1 O Program Memory Select Output
DMS 1 O Data Memory Select Output
BMS 1 O Byte Memory Select Output
IOMS 1 O I/O Space Memory Select Output
CMS 1 O Combined Memory Select Output
RD 1 O Memory Read Enable Output
WR 1 O Memory Write Enable Output
MMAP 1 I Memory Map Select Input
BMODE 1 I Boot Option Control Input
CLKIN,
 XTAL 2 I Clock or Quartz Crystal Input

#
Pin of Input/
Name(s) Pins Output Function

CLKOUT 1 O Processor Clock Output.
SPORT0 5 I/O Serial Port I/O Pins
SPORT1 5 I/O Serial Port 1 or  Two External

IRQs, Flag In and Flag Out
IRD, IWR 2 I IDMA Port Read/Write Inputs
IS 1 I IDMA Port Select
IAL 1 I IDMA Port Address Latch

Enable
IAD 16 I/O IDMA Port Address/Data Bus
IACK 1 O IDMA Port Access Ready

Acknowledge
PWD 1 I Power-Down Control
PWDACK 1 O Power-Down Control
FL0, FL1,
FL2 3 O Output Flags
PF7:0 8 I/O Programmable I/O Pins
EE 1 * (Emulator Only*)
EBR 1 * (Emulator Only*)
EBG 1 * (Emulator Only*)
ERESET 1 * (Emulator Only*)
EMS 1 * (Emulator Only*)
EINT 1 * (Emulator Only*)
ECLK 1 * (Emulator Only*)
ELIN 1 * (Emulator Only*)
ELOUT 1 * (Emulator Only*)
GND 11 Ground Pins (LQFP)
VDD 6 Power Supply Pins (LQFP)
GND 22 Ground Pins (Mini-BGA)
VDD 11 Power Supply Pins (Mini-BGA)

*These ADSP-2183 pins must be connected only to the EZ-ICE connector in
the target system. These pins have no function except during emulation, and
do not require pull-up or pull-down resistors.

Interrupts
The interrupt controller allows the processor to respond to the
eleven possible interrupts and reset with minimum overhead.
The ADSP-2183 provides four dedicated external interrupt
input pins, IRQ2, IRQL0, IRQL1 and  IRQE. In addition,
SPORT1 may be reconfigured for IRQ0, IRQ1, FLAG_IN and
FLAG_OUT, for a total of six external interrupts. The ADSP-
2183 also supports internal interrupts from the timer, the byte
DMA port, the two serial ports, software and the power-down
control circuit. The interrupt levels are internally prioritized and
individually maskable (except power-down and reset). The
IRQ2, IRQ0 and IRQ1 input pins can be programmed to be
either level- or edge-sensitive. IRQL0 and IRQL1 are level-
sensitive and IRQE is edge sensitive. The priorities and vector
addresses of all interrupts are shown in Table I.
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The CMS pin functions like the other memory select signals,
with the same timing and bus request logic. A 1 in the enable bit
causes the assertion of the CMS signal at the same time as the
selected memory select signal. All enable bits, except the BMS
bit, default to 1 at reset.

Byte Memory
The byte memory space is a bidirectional, 8-bit-wide, external
memory space used to store programs and data. Byte memory is
accessed using the BDMA feature. The byte memory space
consists of 256 pages, each of which is 16K × 8.

The byte memory space on the ADSP-2183 supports read and
write operations as well as four different data formats. The byte
memory uses data bits 15:8 for data. The byte memory uses
data bits 23:16 and address bits 13:0 to create a 22-bit address.
This allows up to a 4 meg × 8 (32 megabit) ROM or RAM to be
used without glue logic. All byte memory accesses are timed by
the BMWAIT register.

Byte Memory DMA (BDMA)
The Byte memory DMA controller allows loading and storing of
program instructions and data using the byte memory space.
The BDMA circuit is able to access the byte memory space,
while the processor is operating normally and steals only one
DSP cycle per 8-, 16- or 24-bit word transferred.

The BDMA circuit supports four different data formats which
are selected by the BTYPE register field. The appropriate num-
ber of 8-bit accesses are done from the byte memory space to
build the word size selected. Table V shows the data formats
supported by the BDMA circuit.

Table V.

Internal
BTYPE Memory Space Word Size Alignment

00 Program Memory 24 Full Word
01 Data Memory 16 Full Word
10 Data Memory 8 MSBs
11 Data Memory 8 LSBs

Unused bits in the 8-bit data memory formats are filled with 0s.
The BIAD register field is used to specify the starting address
for the on-chip memory involved with the transfer. The 14-bit
BEAD register specifies the starting address for the external byte
memory space. The 8-bit BMPAGE register specifies the start-
ing page for the external byte memory space. The BDIR register
field selects the direction of the transfer. Finally the 14-bit
BWCOUNT register specifies the number of DSP words to
transfer and initiates the BDMA circuit transfers.

BDMA accesses can cross page boundaries during sequential
addressing. A BDMA interrupt is generated on the completion
of the number of transfers specified by the BWCOUNT register.
The BWCOUNT register is updated after each transfer so it can
be used to check the status of the transfers. When it reaches
zero, the transfers have finished and a BDMA interrupt is gener-
ated. The BMPAGE and BEAD registers must not be accessed
by the DSP during BDMA operations.

The source or destination of a BDMA transfer will always be
on-chip program or data memory, regardless of the values of
MMAP, PMOVLAY or DMOVLAY.

There are 16,352 words of memory accessible internally when
the DMOVLAY register is set to 0. When DMOVLAY is set to
something other than 0, external accesses occur at addresses
0x0000 through 0x1FFF. The external address is generated as
shown in Table III.

Table III.

DMOVLAY Memory A13 A12:0

0 Internal Not Applicable Not Applicable

1 External 0 13 LSBs of Address
Overlay 1 Between 0x0000

and 0x1FFF

2 External 1 13 LSBs of Address
Overlay 2 Between 0x0000

and 0x1FFF

This organization allows for two external 8K overlays using only
the normal 14 address bits.

All internal accesses complete in one cycle. Accesses to external
memory are timed using the wait states specified by the DWAIT
register.

I/O Space
The ADSP-2183 supports an additional external memory space
called I/O space. This space is designed to support simple con-
nections  to peripherals or to bus interface ASIC data registers.
I/O space supports 2048 locations. The lower eleven bits of the
external address bus are used; the upper 3 bits are undefined.
Two instructions were added to the core ADSP-2100 Family
instruction set to read from and write to I/O memory space.
The I/O space also has four dedicated 3-bit wait state regis-
ters, IOWAIT0-3, which specify up to seven wait states to be
automatically generated for each of four regions. The wait states
act on address ranges as shown in Table IV.

Table IV.

Address Range Wait State Register

0x000–0x1FF IOWAIT0
0x200–0x3FF IOWAIT1
0x400–0x5FF IOWAIT2
0x600–0x7FF IOWAIT3

Composite Memory Select (CMS)
The ADSP-2183 has a programmable memory select signal that
is useful for generating memory select signals for memories
mapped to more than one space. The CMS signal is generated
to have the same timing as each of the individual memory select
signals (PMS, DMS, BMS, IOMS) but can combine their
functionality.

When set, each bit in the CMSSEL register causes the CMS
signal to be asserted when the selected memory select is as-
serted. For example, to use a 32K word memory to act as both
program and data memory, set the PMS and DMS bits in the
CMSSEL register and use the CMS pin to drive the chip
select of the memory; use either DMS or PMS as the additional
address bit.
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Parameter Min Max Unit

IDMA Address Latch

Timing Requirements:
tIALP Duration of Address Latch1, 2 10 ns
tIASU IAD15–0 Address Setup before Address Latch End2 5 ns
tIAH IAD15–0 Address Hold after Address Latch End2 2 ns
tIKA IACK Low before Start of Address Latch1 0 ns
tIALS Start of Write or Read after Address Latch End2, 3 3 ns

NOTES
1Start of Address Latch = IS Low and IAL High.
2End of Address Latch = IS High or IAL Low.
3Start of Write or Read = IS Low and IWR Low or IRD Low.

tIKA

IAD15–0

IACK

IAL

IS

IRD OR
IWR

tIALP

tIASU tIAH

tIALS

Figure 14. IDMA Address Latch
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Parameter Min Max Unit

IDMA Write, Short Write Cycle

Timing Requirements:
tIKW IACK Low before Start of Write1 0 ns
tIWP Duration of Write1, 2 15 ns
tIDSU IAD15–0 Data Setup before End of Write2, 3, 4 5 ns
tIDH IAD15–0 Data Hold after End of Write2, 3, 4 2 ns

Switching Characteristic:
tIKHW Start of Write to IACK High 15 ns

NOTES
1Start of Write = IS Low and IWR Low.
2End of Write = IS High or IWR High.
3If Write Pulse ends before IACK Low, use specifications tIDSU, tIDH.
4If Write Pulse ends after IACK Low, use specifications tIKSU, tIKH.

IAD15–0 DATA

tIKHW

tIKW

tIDSU

IACK

tIWP

tIDH

IS

IWR

Figure 15. IDMA Write, Short Write Cycle
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128-Lead LQFP Package Pinout
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