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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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Analog Inputs

ADC Input Voltage Range Single Ended (AIN+ – GND) 0 — VREF V

Absolute Pin Voltage with respect 
to GND

Single Ended 0 — VDD V

Sampling Capacitance
(C8051F912/11/02/01)

1x Gain
0.5x Gain

— 28
26

— pF

Input Multiplexer Impedance — 5 — k
Power Specifications

Power Supply Current 
(VDD supplied to ADC0)

Conversion Mode (300 ksps)
Tracking Mode (0 ksps)

—
—

720
680

—
—

µA

Power Supply Rejection
Internal High Speed VREF

External VREF
—
—

67
74

—
—

dB

Table 4.11. Temperature Sensor Electrical Characteristics
VDD = 1.8 to 3.6V V, –40 to +85 °C unless otherwise specified.

Parameter Conditions Min Typ Max Units

Linearity — ±1 — °C

Slope — 3.40 — mV/°C

Slope Error1 — 40 — µV/°C

Offset Temp = 25 °C — 1025 — mV

Offset Error1 Temp = 25 °C — 18 — mV

Temperature Sensor Settling 

Time2
Initial Voltage=0 V

Initial Voltage=3.6 V
— — 3.0 

6.5
µs

Supply Current — 35 — µA

Notes:
1. Represents one standard deviation from the mean.
2. The temperature sensor settling time, resulting from an ADC mux change or enabling of the temperature 

sensor, varies with the voltage of the previously sampled channel and can be up to 6 µs if the previously 
sampled channel voltage was greater than 3 V. To minimize the temperature sensor settling time, the ADC 
mux can be momentarily set to ground before being set to the temperature sensor output. This ensures that 
the temperature sensor output will settle in 3 µs or less.

Table 4.10. ADC0 Electrical Characteristics (Continued)
VDD = 1.8 to 3.6V V, VREF = 1.65 V (REFSL[1:0] = 11), –40 to +85 °C unless otherwise specified.

Parameter Conditions Min Typ Max Units

Notes:
1. Blue indicates a feature only available on ‘F912 and ‘F902 devices.
2. INL and DNL specifications for 12-bit mode do not include the first or last four ADC codes.
3. The maximum code in 12-bit mode is 0xFFFC. The Full Scale Error is referenced from the maximum code.
4. Performance in 8-bit mode is similar to 10-bit mode.
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5.2.3. Burst Mode

Burst Mode is a power saving feature that allows ADC0 to remain in a low power state between 
conversions. When Burst Mode is enabled, ADC0 wakes from a low power state, accumulates 1, 4, 8, 16, 
32, or 64 using an internal Burst Mode clock (approximately 20 MHz), then re-enters a low power state. 
Since the Burst Mode clock is independent of the system clock, ADC0 can perform multiple conversions 
then enter a low power state within a single system clock cycle, even if the system clock is slow (e.g. 
32.768 kHz), or suspended.

Burst Mode is enabled by setting BURSTEN to logic 1. When in Burst Mode, AD0EN controls the ADC0 
idle power state (i.e. the state ADC0 enters when not tracking or performing conversions). If AD0EN is set 
to logic 0, ADC0 is powered down after each burst. If AD0EN is set to logic 1, ADC0 remains enabled after 
each burst. On each convert start signal, ADC0 is awakened from its Idle Power State. If ADC0 is powered 
down, it will automatically power up and wait the programmable Power-Up Time controlled by the 
AD0PWR bits. Otherwise, ADC0 will start tracking and converting immediately. Figure 5.3 shows an 
example of Burst Mode Operation with a slow system clock and a repeat count of 4. 

When Burst Mode is enabled, a single convert start will initiate a number of conversions equal to the repeat 
count. When Burst Mode is disabled, a convert start is required to initiate each conversion. In both modes, 
the ADC0 End of Conversion Interrupt Flag (AD0INT) will be set after “repeat count” conversions have 
been accumulated. Similarly, the Window Comparator will not compare the result to the greater-than and 
less-than registers until “repeat count” conversions have been accumulated.

In Burst Mode, tracking is determined by the settings in AD0PWR and AD0TK. The default settings for 
these registers will work in most applications without modification; however, settling time requirements may 
need adjustment in some applications. Refer to “5.2.4. Settling Time Requirements” on page 66 for more 
details.

Notes:
• Setting AD0TM to 1 will insert an additional 3 SAR clocks of tracking before each conversion, regard-

less of the settings of AD0PWR and AD0TK.
• When using Burst Mode, care must be taken to issue a convert start signal no faster than once every 

four SYSCLK periods. This includes external convert start signals.

Figure 5.3. Burst Mode Tracking Example with Repeat Count Set to 4
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5.2.4. Settling Time Requirements

A minimum amount of tracking time is required before each conversion can be performed, to allow the 
sampling capacitor voltage to settle. This tracking time is determined by the AMUX0 resistance, the ADC0 
sampling capacitance, any external source resistance, and the accuracy required for the conversion. Note 
that in low-power tracking mode, three SAR clocks are used for tracking at the start of every conversion. 
For many applications, these three SAR clocks will meet the minimum tracking time requirements, and 
higher values for the external source impedance will increase the required tracking time.

Figure 5.4 shows the equivalent ADC0 input circuit. The required ADC0 settling time for a given settling 
accuracy (SA) may be approximated by Equation 5.1. When measuring the Temperature Sensor output or 
VDD with respect to GND, RTOTAL reduces to RMUX. See Table 4.10 for ADC0 minimum settling time 
requirements as well as the mux impedance and sampling capacitor values.

Equation 5.1. ADC0 Settling Time Requirements

Where:
SA is the settling accuracy, given as a fraction of an LSB (for example, 0.25 to settle within 1/4 LSB)
t is the required settling time in seconds
RTOTAL is the sum of the AMUX0 resistance and any external source resistance.
n is the ADC resolution in bits (10).

Figure 5.4. ADC0 Equivalent Input Circuits
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Note: The value of CSAMPLE depends on the PGA Gain. See Table 4.10 for details.
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5.6. Programmable Window Detector

The ADC Programmable Window Detector continuously compares the ADC0 output registers to user-
programmed limits, and notifies the system when a desired condition is detected. This is especially 
effective in an interrupt-driven system, saving code space and CPU bandwidth while delivering faster 
system response times. The window detector interrupt flag (AD0WINT in register ADC0CN) can also be 
used in polled mode. The ADC0 Greater-Than (ADC0GTH, ADC0GTL) and Less-Than (ADC0LTH, 
ADC0LTL) registers hold the comparison values. The window detector flag can be programmed to indicate 
when measured data is inside or outside of the user-programmed limits, depending on the contents of the 
ADC0 Less-Than and ADC0 Greater-Than registers.

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xC4

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xC3

SFR Definition 5.8. ADC0GTH: ADC0 Greater-Than High Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name AD0GT[15:8]

Type R/W

Reset 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Bit Name Function

7:0 AD0GT[15:8] ADC0 Greater-Than High Byte.

Most Significant Byte of the 16-bit Greater-Than window compare register.

SFR Definition 5.9. ADC0GTL: ADC0 Greater-Than Low Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name AD0GT[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Bit Name Function

7:0 AD0GT[7:0] ADC0 Greater-Than Low Byte.

Least Significant Byte of the 16-bit Greater-Than window compare register.

Note: In 8-bit mode, this register should be set to 0x00.
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SFR Page = 0xF; SFR Address = 0x86

SFR Page = 0xF; SFR Address = 0x85

SFR Definition 5.13. TOFFH: ADC0 Data Word High Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TOFF[9:2]

Type R R R R R R R R

Reset Varies Varies Varies Varies Varies Varies Varies Varies

Bit Name Function

7:0 TOFF[9:2] Temperature Sensor Offset High Bits.

Most Significant Bits of the 10-bit temperature sensor offset measurement.

SFR Definition 5.14. TOFFL: ADC0 Data Word Low Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TOFF[1:0]

Type R R

Reset Varies Varies 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:6 TOFF[1:0] Temperature Sensor Offset Low Bits.

Least Significant Bits of the 10-bit temperature sensor offset measurement.

5:0 Unused Unused.

Read = 0; Write = Don't Care.
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SFR Page= 0x0; SFR Address = 0x9A 

SFR Definition 7.3. CPT1CN: Comparator 1 Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name CP1EN CP1OUT CP1RIF CP1FIF CP1HYP[1:0] CP1HYN[1:0]

Type R/W R R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 CP1EN Comparator1 Enable Bit.

0: Comparator1 Disabled.
1: Comparator1 Enabled.

6 CP1OUT Comparator1 Output State Flag.

0: Voltage on CP1+ < CP1–.
1: Voltage on CP1+ > CP1–.

5 CP1RIF Comparator1 Rising-Edge Flag. Must be cleared by software.

0: No Comparator1 Rising Edge has occurred since this flag was last cleared.
1: Comparator1 Rising Edge has occurred.

4 CP1FIF Comparator1 Falling-Edge Flag. Must be cleared by software.

0: No Comparator1 Falling-Edge has occurred since this flag was last cleared.
1: Comparator1 Falling-Edge has occurred.

3:2 CP1HYP[1:0] Comparator1 Positive Hysteresis Control Bits.

00: Positive Hysteresis Disabled.
01: Positive Hysteresis = Hysteresis 1.
10: Positive Hysteresis = Hysteresis 2.
11: Positive Hysteresis = Hysteresis 3 (Maximum).

1:0 CP1HYN[1:0] Comparator1 Negative Hysteresis Control Bits.

00: Negative Hysteresis Disabled.
01: Negative Hysteresis = Hysteresis 1.
10: Negative Hysteresis = Hysteresis 2.
11: Negative Hysteresis = Hysteresis 3 (Maximum).
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10.2. Special Function Registers

The special function register used for configuring XRAM access is EMI0CN.

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xAA

SFR Definition 10.1. EMI0CN: External Memory Interface Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name PGSEL

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:1 Unused Unused.

Read = 0000000b; Write = Don’t Care

0 PGSEL XRAM Page Select.

The EMI0CN register provides the high byte of the 16-bit external data memory 
address when using an 8-bit MOVX command, effectively selecting a 256-byte page 
of RAM. Since the upper (unused) bits of the register are always zero, the PGSEL 
determines which page of XRAM is accessed. 

For Example: 
If EMI0CN = 0x01, addresses 0x0100 through 0x01FF will be accessed.
If EMI0CN = 0x00, addresses 0x0000 through 0x00FF will be accessed.
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11.1. SFR Paging

To accommodate more than 128 SFRs in the 0x80 to 0xFF address space, SFR paging has been 
implemented. By default, all SFR accesses target SFR Page 0x0 to allow access to the registers listed in 
Table 11.1. During device initialization, some SFRs located on SFR Page 0xF may need to be accessed. 
Table 11.2 lists the SFRs accessible from SFR Page 0x0F. Some SFRs are accessible from both pages, 
including the SFRPAGE register. SFRs only accessible from Page 0xF are in bold. SFRs only available on 
the ‘F912 and ‘F902 devices are in blue.

The following procedure should be used when accessing SFRs on Page 0xF:

1. Save the current interrupt state (EA_save = EA).
2. Disable Interrupts (EA = 0).
3. Set SFRPAGE = 0xF.
4. Access the SFRs located on SFR Page 0xF.
5. Set SFRPAGE = 0x0.
6. Restore interrupt state (EA = EA_save).

Table 11.2. Special Function Register (SFR) Memory Map (Page 0xF)

F8

F0 B EIP1 EIP2

E8

E0 ACC FLWR EIE1 EIE2

D8

D0 PSW

C8

C0

B8 IREF0CF ADC0PWR ADC0TK

B0 PMU0MD

A8 IE CLKSEL

A0 P2 P0DRV P1DRV P2DRV SFRPAGE

98

90 P1 CRC0DAT CRC0CN CRC0IN DC0MD CRC0FLIP CRC0AUTO CRC0CNT

88

80 P0 SP DPL DPH TOFFL TOFFH PCON

0(8) 1(9) 2(A) 3(B) 4(C) 5(D) 6(E) 7(F)

(bit addressable)
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P0MDOUT  0xA4 0x0 Port 0 Output Mode Configuration 219

P0SKIP  0xD4 0x0 Port 0 Skip 218

P1  0x90 All Port 1 Latch 221

P1DRV  0xA5 0xF Port 1 Drive Strength 223

P1MASK  0xBF 0x0 Port 1 Mask 216

P1MAT  0xCF 0x0 Port 1 Match 216

P1MDIN  0xF2 0x0 Port 1 Input Mode Configuration 222

P1MDOUT  0xA5 0x0 Port 1 Output Mode Configuration 222

P1SKIP  0xD5 0x0 Port 1 Skip 221

P2  0xA0 All Port 2 Latch 223

P2DRV  0xA6 0xF Port 2 Drive Strength 224

P2MDOUT  0xA6 0x0 Port 2 Output Mode Configuration 224

PCA0CN  0xD8 0x0 PCA0 Control 306

PCA0CPH0  0xFC 0x0 PCA0 Capture 0 High 311

PCA0CPH1  0xEA 0x0 PCA0 Capture 1 High 311

PCA0CPH2  0xEC 0x0 PCA0 Capture 2 High 311

PCA0CPH3  0xEE 0x0 PCA0 Capture 3 High 311

PCA0CPH4  0xFE 0x0 PCA0 Capture 4 High 311

PCA0CPH5  0xD3 0x0 PCA0 Capture 5 High 311

PCA0CPL0  0xFB 0x0 PCA0 Capture 0 Low 311

PCA0CPL1  0xE9 0x0 PCA0 Capture 1 Low 311

PCA0CPL2  0xEB 0x0 PCA0 Capture 2 Low 311

PCA0CPL3  0xED 0x0 PCA0 Capture 3 Low 311

PCA0CPL4  0xFD 0x0 PCA0 Capture 4 Low 311

PCA0CPL5  0xD2 0x0 PCA0 Capture 5 Low 311

PCA0CPM0  0xDA 0x0 PCA0 Module 0 Mode Register 309

PCA0CPM1  0xDB 0x0 PCA0 Module 1 Mode Register 309

PCA0CPM2  0xDC 0x0 PCA0 Module 2 Mode Register 309

PCA0CPM3  0xDD 0x0 PCA0 Module 3 Mode Register 309

PCA0CPM4  0xDE 0x0 PCA0 Module 4 Mode Register 309

PCA0CPM5  0xCE 0x0 PCA0 Module 5 Mode Register 309

PCA0H  0xFA 0x0 PCA0 Counter High 310

PCA0L  0xF9 0x0 PCA0 Counter Low 310

Table 11.3. Special Function Registers  (Continued)

SFRs are listed in alphabetical order. All undefined SFR locations are reserved. SFRs highlighted 
in blue are only available on ‘F912 and ‘F902 devices.

Register Address SFR Page Description Page
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12.5. Interrupt Register Descriptions

The SFRs used to enable the interrupt sources and set their priority level are described in the following 
register descriptions. Refer to the data sheet section associated with a particular on-chip peripheral for 
information regarding valid interrupt conditions for the peripheral and the behavior of its interrupt-pending 
flag(s).
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12.6. External Interrupts INT0 and INT1 

The INT0 and INT1 external interrupt sources are configurable as active high or low, edge or level 
sensitive. The IN0PL (INT0 Polarity) and IN1PL (INT1 Polarity) bits in the IT01CF register select active 
high or active low; the IT0 and IT1 bits in TCON (Section “25.1. Timer 0 and Timer 1” on page 272) select 
level or edge sensitive. The table below lists the possible configurations.  

INT0 and INT1 are assigned to Port pins as defined in the IT01CF register (see SFR Definition 12.7). Note 
that INT0 and INT0 Port pin assignments are independent of any Crossbar assignments. INT0 and INT1
will monitor their assigned Port pins without disturbing the peripheral that was assigned the Port pin via the 
Crossbar. To assign a Port pin only to INT0 and/or INT1, configure the Crossbar to skip the selected pin(s). 
This is accomplished by setting the associated bit in register XBR0 (see Section “21.3. Priority Crossbar 
Decoder” on page 209 for complete details on configuring the Crossbar).

IE0 (TCON.1) and IE1 (TCON.3) serve as the interrupt-pending flags for the INT0 and INT1 external 
interrupts, respectively. If an INT0 or INT1 external interrupt is configured as edge-sensitive, the 
corresponding interrupt-pending flag is automatically cleared by the hardware when the CPU vectors to the 
ISR. When configured as level sensitive, the interrupt-pending flag remains logic 1 while the input is active 
as defined by the corresponding polarity bit (IN0PL or IN1PL); the flag remains logic 0 while the input is 
inactive. The external interrupt source must hold the input active until the interrupt request is recognized. It 
must then deactivate the interrupt request before execution of the ISR completes or another interrupt 
request will be generated.

IT0 IN0PL INT0 Interrupt IT1 IN1PL INT1 Interrupt

1 0 Active low, edge sensitive 1 0 Active low, edge sensitive

1 1 Active high, edge sensitive 1 1 Active high, edge sensitive

0 0 Active low, level sensitive 0 0 Active low, level sensitive

0 1 Active high, level sensitive 0 1 Active high, level sensitive
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xE4

SFR Definition 12.7. IT01CF: INT0/INT1 Configuration

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name IN1PL IN1SL[2:0] IN0PL IN0SL[2:0]

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Bit Name Function

7 IN1PL INT1 Polarity.

0: INT1 input is active low.
1: INT1 input is active high.

6:4 IN1SL[2:0] INT1 Port Pin Selection Bits.

These bits select which Port pin is assigned to INT1. Note that this pin assignment is 
independent of the Crossbar; INT1 will monitor the assigned Port pin without disturb-
ing the peripheral that has been assigned the Port pin via the Crossbar. The Crossbar 
will not assign the Port pin to a peripheral if it is configured to skip the selected pin.
000: Select P0.0
001: Select P0.1
010: Select P0.2
011: Select P0.3
100: Select P0.4
101: Select P0.5
110: Select P0.6
111: Select P0.7

3 IN0PL INT0 Polarity.

0: INT0 input is active low.
1: INT0 input is active high.

2:0 IN0SL[2:0] INT0 Port Pin Selection Bits.

These bits select which Port pin is assigned to INT0. Note that this pin assignment is 
independent of the Crossbar; INT0 will monitor the assigned Port pin without disturb-
ing the peripheral that has been assigned the Port pin via the Crossbar. The Crossbar 
will not assign the Port pin to a peripheral if it is configured to skip the selected pin.
000: Select P0.0
001: Select P0.1
010: Select P0.2
011: Select P0.3
100: Select P0.4
101: Select P0.5
110: Select P0.6
111: Select P0.7
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xB6

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xE5

SFR Definition 13.3. FLSCL: Flash Scale

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name BYPASS

Type R R/W R R R R R R

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 Reserved Reserved. Always Write to 0.

6 BYPASS Flash Read Timing One-Shot Bypass.

0: The one-shot determines the Flash read time. This setting should be used for oper-
ating frequencies less than 10 MHz.
1: The system clock determines the Flash read time. This setting should be used for 
frequencies greater than 10 MHz.

5:0 Reserved Reserved. Always Write to 000000.

Note: Operations which clear the BYPASS bit do not need to be immediately followed by a benign 3-byte instruction 
on C8051F912/11/02/01 devices. For code compatibility with C8051F930/31/20/21 devices, a benign 3-byte 
instruction whose third byte is a don't care should follow the clear operation. See the C8051F93x-C8051F92x 
data sheet for more details.

SFR Definition 13.4. FLWR: Flash Write Only

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name FLWR[7:0]

Type W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 FLWR[7:0] Flash Write Only.

All writes to this register have no effect on system operation.
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16.2. High Power Applications

The dc-dc converter is designed to provide the system with 65 mW of output power, however, it can safely 
provide up to 100 mW of output power without any risk of damage to the device. For high power applica-
tions, the system should be carefully designed to prevent unwanted VBAT and VDD/DC+ Supply Monitor 
resets, which are more likely to occur when the dc-dc converter output power exceeds 65mW. In addition, 
output power above 65 mW causes the dc-dc converter to have relaxed output regulation, high output rip-
ple and more analog noise. At high output power, an inductor with low DC resistance should be chosen in 
order to minimize power loss and maximize efficiency.

The combination of high output power and low input voltage will result in very high peak and average 
inductor currents. If the power supply has a high internal resistance, the transient voltage on the VBAT ter-
minal could drop below 0.9 V and trigger a VBAT Supply Monitor Reset, even if the open-circuit voltage is 
well above the 0.9 V threshold. While this problem is most often associated with operation from very small 
batteries or batteries that are near the end of their useful life, it can also occur when using bench power 
supplies that have a slow transient response; the supply’s display may indicate a voltage above 0.9 V, but 
the minimum voltage on the VBAT pin may be lower. A similar problem can occur at the output of the dc-dc 
converter: using the default low current limit setting (125 mA) can trigger VDD Supply Monitor resets if there 
is a high transient load current, particularly if the programmed output voltage is at or near 1.8 V. 

16.3. Pulse Skipping Mode

The dc-dc converter allows the user to set the minimum pulse width such that if the duty cycle needs to 
decrease below a certain width in order to maintain regulation, an entire "clock pulse" will be skipped.

Pulse skipping can provide substantial power savings, particularly at low values of load current. The con-
verter will continue to maintain a minimum output voltage at its programmed value when pulse skipping is 
employed, though the output voltage ripple can be higher. Another consideration is that the dc-dc will oper-
ate with pulse-frequency modulation rather than pulse-width modulation, which makes the switching fre-
quency spectrum less predictable; this could be an issue if the dc-dc converter is used to power a radio. 
Figure 4.5 and Figure 4.6 on page 45 and 46 show the effect of pulse skipping on power consumption.
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22.3. SMBus Operation

Two types of data transfers are possible: data transfers from a master transmitter to an addressed slave 
receiver (WRITE), and data transfers from an addressed slave transmitter to a master receiver (READ). 
The master device initiates both types of data transfers and provides the serial clock pulses on SCL. The 
SMBus interface may operate as a master or a slave, and multiple master devices on the same bus are 
supported. If two or more masters attempt to initiate a data transfer simultaneously, an arbitration scheme 
is employed with a single master always winning the arbitration. Note that it is not necessary to specify one 
device as the Master in a system; any device who transmits a START and a slave address becomes the 
master for the duration of that transfer.

A typical SMBus transaction consists of a START condition followed by an address byte (Bits7–1: 7-bit 
slave address; Bit0: R/W direction bit), one or more bytes of data, and a STOP condition. Bytes that are 
received (by a master or slave) are acknowledged (ACK) with a low SDA during a high SCL (see 
Figure 22.3). If the receiving device does not ACK, the transmitting device will read a NACK (not acknowl-
edge), which is a high SDA during a high SCL.

The direction bit (R/W) occupies the least-significant bit position of the address byte. The direction bit is set 
to logic 1 to indicate a "READ" operation and cleared to logic 0 to indicate a "WRITE" operation. 

All transactions are initiated by a master, with one or more addressed slave devices as the target.   The 
master generates the START condition and then transmits the slave address and direction bit. If the trans-
action is a WRITE operation from the master to the slave, the master transmits the data a byte at a time 
waiting for an ACK from the slave at the end of each byte. For READ operations, the slave transmits the 
data waiting for an ACK from the master at the end of each byte. At the end of the data transfer, the master 
generates a STOP condition to terminate the transaction and free the bus. Figure 22.3 illustrates a typical 
SMBus transaction.

Figure 22.3. SMBus Transaction

22.3.1. Transmitter Vs. Receiver

On the SMBus communications interface, a device is the “transmitter” when it is sending an address or 
data byte to another device on the bus. A device is a “receiver” when an address or data byte is being sent 
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After each byte of address or data information is sent by the transmitter, the receiver sends an ACK or 
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22.3.2. Arbitration

A master may start a transfer only if the bus is free. The bus is free after a STOP condition or after the SCL 
and SDA lines remain high for a specified time (see Section “22.3.5. SCL High (SMBus Free) Timeout” on 
page 228). In the event that two or more devices attempt to begin a transfer at the same time, an arbitra-
tion scheme is employed to force one master to give up the bus. The master devices continue transmitting 
until one attempts a HIGH while the other transmits a LOW. Since the bus is open-drain, the bus will be 
pulled LOW. The master attempting the HIGH will detect a LOW SDA and lose the arbitration. The winning 
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xF4

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xF5

SFR Definition 22.3. SMB0ADR: SMBus Slave Address

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SLV[6:0] GC

Type R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:1 SLV[6:0] SMBus Hardware Slave Address.

Defines the SMBus Slave Address(es) for automatic hardware acknowledgement. 
Only address bits which have a 1 in the corresponding bit position in SLVM[6:0] 
are checked against the incoming address. This allows multiple addresses to be 
recognized.

0 GC General Call Address Enable.

When hardware address recognition is enabled (EHACK = 1), this bit will deter-
mine whether the General Call Address (0x00) is also recognized by hardware.
0: General Call Address is ignored.
1: General Call Address is recognized.

SFR Definition 22.4. SMB0ADM: SMBus Slave Address Mask

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SLVM[6:0] EHACK

Type R/W R/W

Reset 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Bit Name Function

7:1 SLVM[6:0] SMBus Slave Address Mask.

Defines which bits of register SMB0ADR are compared with an incoming address 
byte, and which bits are ignored. Any bit set to 1 in SLVM[6:0] enables compari-
sons with the corresponding bit in SLV[6:0]. Bits set to 0 are ignored (can be either 
0 or 1 in the incoming address).

0 EHACK Hardware Acknowledge Enable.

Enables hardware acknowledgement of slave address and received data bytes.
0: Firmware must manually acknowledge all incoming address and data bytes.
1: Automatic Slave Address Recognition and Hardware Acknowledge is Enabled.
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25.1.4. Mode 3: Two 8-bit Counter/Timers (Timer 0 Only)

In Mode 3, Timer 0 is configured as two separate 8-bit counter/timers held in TL0 and TH0. The coun-
ter/timer in TL0 is controlled using the Timer 0 control/status bits in TCON and TMOD: TR0, C/T0, GATE0 
and TF0. TL0 can use either the system clock or an external input signal as its timebase. The TH0 register 
is restricted to a timer function sourced by the system clock or prescaled clock. TH0 is enabled using the 
Timer 1 run control bit TR1. TH0 sets the Timer 1 overflow flag TF1 on overflow and thus controls the 
Timer 1 interrupt.

Timer 1 is inactive in Mode 3. When Timer 0 is operating in Mode 3, Timer 1 can be operated in Modes 0, 
1 or 2, but cannot be clocked by external signals nor set the TF1 flag and generate an interrupt. However, 
the Timer 1 overflow can be used to generate baud rates for the SMBus and/or UART, and/or initiate ADC 
conversions. While Timer 0 is operating in Mode 3, Timer 1 run control is handled through its mode set-
tings. To run Timer 1 while Timer 0 is in Mode 3, set the Timer 1 Mode as 0, 1, or 2. To disable Timer 1, 
configure it for Mode 3.

Figure 25.3. T0 Mode 3 Block Diagram
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26.1. PCA Counter/Timer

The 16-bit PCA counter/timer consists of two 8-bit SFRs: PCA0L and PCA0H. PCA0H is the high byte 
(MSB) of the 16-bit counter/timer and PCA0L is the low byte (LSB).   Reading PCA0L automatically latches 
the value of PCA0H into a “snapshot” register; the following PCA0H read accesses this “snapshot” register. 
Reading the PCA0L Register first guarantees an accurate reading of the entire 16-bit PCA0 counter.
Reading PCA0H or PCA0L does not disturb the counter operation. The CPS2–CPS0 bits in the PCA0MD 
register select the timebase for the counter/timer as shown in Table 26.1.

When the counter/timer overflows from 0xFFFF to 0x0000, the Counter Overflow Flag (CF) in PCA0MD is 
set to logic 1 and an interrupt request is generated if CF interrupts are enabled. Setting the ECF bit in 
PCA0MD to logic 1 enables the CF flag to generate an interrupt request. The CF bit is not automatically 
cleared by hardware when the CPU vectors to the interrupt service routine, and must be cleared by 
software. Clearing the CIDL bit in the PCA0MD register allows the PCA to continue normal operation while 
the CPU is in Idle mode.

Table 26.1. PCA Timebase Input Options

CPS2 CPS1 CPS0 Timebase
0 0 0 System clock divided by 12
0 0 1 System clock divided by 4
0 1 0 Timer 0 overflow

0 1 1
High-to-low transitions on ECI (max rate = system clock divided 
by 4)

1 0 0 System clock

1 0 1 External oscillator source divided by 81

1 1 0 SmaRTClock oscillator source divided by 82

1 1 1 Reserved

Notes:
1. External oscillator source divided by 8 is synchronized with the system clock.
2. SmaRTClock oscillator source divided by 8 is synchronized with the system clock and is only 

available on 'F912 and 'F902 devices. This setting is reserved on all other devices.
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The 8-bit offset held in PCA0CPH5 is compared to the upper byte of the 16-bit PCA counter. This offset 
value is the number of PCA0L overflows before a reset. Up to 256 PCA clocks may pass before the first 
PCA0L overflow occurs, depending on the value of the PCA0L when the update is performed. The total 
offset is then given (in PCA clocks) by Equation 26.5, where PCA0L is the value of the PCA0L register at 
the time of the update.

Equation 26.5. Watchdog Timer Offset in PCA Clocks
The WDT reset is generated when PCA0L overflows while there is a match between PCA0CPH5 and 
PCA0H. Software may force a WDT reset by writing a 1 to the CCF5 flag (PCA0CN.5) while the WDT is 
enabled.

26.4.2. Watchdog Timer Usage

To configure the WDT, perform the following tasks:

• Disable the WDT by writing a 0 to the WDTE bit.
• Select the desired PCA clock source (with the CPS2–CPS0 bits).
• Load PCA0CPL5 with the desired WDT update offset value.
• Configure the PCA Idle mode (set CIDL if the WDT should be suspended while the CPU is in Idle 

mode).
• Enable the WDT by setting the WDTE bit to 1.
• Reset the WDT timer by writing to PCA0CPH5.

The PCA clock source and Idle mode select cannot be changed while the WDT is enabled. The watchdog 
timer is enabled by setting the WDTE or WDLCK bits in the PCA0MD register. When WDLCK is set, the 
WDT cannot be disabled until the next system reset. If WDLCK is not set, the WDT is disabled by clearing 
the WDTE bit. 

The WDT is enabled following any reset. The PCA0 counter clock defaults to the system clock divided by 
12, PCA0L defaults to 0x00, and PCA0CPL5 defaults to 0x00. Using Equation 26.5, this results in a WDT 
timeout interval of 256 PCA clock cycles, or 3072 system clock cycles. Table 26.3 lists some example 
timeout intervals for typical system clocks.

Table 26.3. Watchdog Timer Timeout Intervals

System Clock (Hz) PCA0CPL5 Timeout Interval (ms)
24,500,000 255 32.1
24,500,000 128 16.2
24,500,000 32 4.1

3,062,500* 255 257

3,062,500* 128 129.5

3,062,500* 32 33.1

32,000 255 24576
32,000 128 12384
32,000 32 3168

*Note:  Internal SYSCLK reset frequency = Internal Oscillator divided by 8.

Offset 256 PCA0CPL5  256 PCA0L– +=
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SFR Addresses: PCA0CPL0 = 0xFB, PCA0CPL1 = 0xE9, PCA0CPL2 = 0xEB,
 PCA0CPL3 = 0xED, PCA0CPL4 = 0xFD, PCA0CPL5 = 0xD2

SFR Pages: PCA0CPL0 = 0x0, PCA0CPL1 = 0x0, PCA0CPL2 = 0x0,
PCA0CPL3 = 0x0, PCA0CPL4 = 0x0, PCA0CPL5 = 0x0

SFR Addresses: PCA0CPH0 = 0xFC, PCA0CPH1 = 0xEA, PCA0CPH2 = 0xEC,
 PCA0CPH3 = 0xEE, PCA0CPH4 = 0xFE, PCA0CPH5 = 0xD3

SFR Pages: PCA0CPH0 = 0x0, PCA0CPH1 = 0x0, PCA0CPH2 = 0x0,
 PCA0CPH3 = 0x0, PCA0CPH4 = 0x0, PCA0CPH5 = 0x0 

SFR Definition 26.7. PCA0CPLn: PCA Capture Module Low Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name PCA0CPn[7:0]

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 PCA0CPn[7:0] PCA Capture Module Low Byte.

The PCA0CPLn register holds the low byte (LSB) of the 16-bit capture module n.
This register address also allows access to the low byte of the corresponding 
PCA channel’s auto-reload value for 9, 10, or 11-bit PWM mode. The ARSEL bit 
in register PCA0PWM controls which register is accessed.

Note: A write to this register will clear the module’s ECOMn bit to a 0.

SFR Definition 26.8. PCA0CPHn: PCA Capture Module High Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name PCA0CPn[15:8]

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 PCA0CPn[15:8] PCA Capture Module High Byte.

The PCA0CPHn register holds the high byte (MSB) of the 16-bit capture module n.
This register address also allows access to the high byte of the corresponding 
PCA channel’s auto-reload value for 9, 10, or 11-bit PWM mode. The ARSEL bit in 
register PCA0PWM controls which register is accessed.

Note: A write to this register will set the module’s ECOMn bit to a 1.


