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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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FIGURE 2-3: EXTERNAL CLOCK INPUT 
OPERATION (HS OSC 
CONFIGURATION)      

2.2.3 EXTERNAL CLOCK INPUT
The EC and ECPLL Oscillator modes require an exter-
nal clock source to be connected to the OSC1 pin.
There is no oscillator start-up time required after a
Power-on Reset or after an exit from Sleep mode.

In the EC and ECPLL Oscillator modes, the oscillator
frequency divided by 4 is available on the OSC2 pin.
This signal may be used for test purposes or to
synchronize other logic. Figure 2-4 shows the pin
connections for the EC Oscillator mode.

FIGURE 2-4: EXTERNAL CLOCK INPUT 
OPERATION (EC AND 
ECPLL CONFIGURATION)   

2.2.4  PLL FREQUENCY MULTIPLIER
PIC18F87J10 family devices include a Phase Locked
Loop (PLL) circuit. This is provided specifically for USB
applications with lower speed oscillators and can also
be used as a microcontroller clock source.

The PLL can be enabled in HSPLL, ECPLL,
INTOSCPLL and INTOSCPLLO Oscillator modes by
setting the PLLEN bit (OSCTUNE<6>). It is designed
to produce a fixed 96 MHz reference clock from a
fixed 4 MHz input. The output can then be divided and
used for both the USB and the microcontroller core
clock. Because the PLL has a fixed frequency input
and output, there are eight prescaling options to
match the oscillator input frequency to the PLL. This
prescaler allows the PLL to be used with crystals, res-
onators and external clocks, which are integer multiple
frequencies of 4 MHz. For example, a 12 MHz crystal
could be used in a prescaler divide by three mode to
drive the PLL.

There is also a CPU divider which can be used to derive
the microcontroller clock from the PLL. This allows the
USB peripheral and microcontroller to use the same
oscillator input and still operate at different clock speeds.
The CPU divider can reduce the incoming frequency by
a factor of 1, 2, 3 or 6.

2.2.5 INTERNAL OSCILLATOR BLOCK
The PIC18F87J10 family devices include an internal
oscillator block which generates two different clock sig-
nals; either can be used as the microcontroller’s clock
source. The internal oscillator may eliminate the need
for external oscillator circuits on the OSC1 and/or
OSC2 pins.

The main output (INTOSC) is an 8 MHz clock source
which can be used to directly drive the device clock. It
also drives the INTOSC postscaler which can provide a
range of clock frequencies from 31 kHz to 8 MHz.
Additionally, the INTOSC may be used in conjunction
with the PLL to generate clock frequencies up to
48 MHz.

The other clock source is the internal RC oscillator
(INTRC) which provides a nominal 31 kHz output.
INTRC is enabled if it is selected as the device clock
source. It is also enabled automatically when any of the
following are enabled:

• Power-up Timer
• Fail-Safe Clock Monitor
• Watchdog Timer
• Two-Speed Start-up

These features are discussed in greater detail in
Section 25.0 “Special Features of the CPU”.

The clock source frequency (INTOSC direct, INTRC
direct or INTOSC postscaler) is selected by configuring
the IRCF bits of the OSCCON register (page 44).

OSC1

OSC2Open

Clock from
Ext. System PIC18F87J50

(HS Mode)

OSC1/CLKI

OSC2/CLKOFOSC/4

Clock from
Ext. System PIC18F87J50
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23.2 Comparator Operation
A single comparator is shown in Figure 23-2, along with
the relationship between the analog input levels and
the digital output. When the analog input at VIN+ is less
than the analog input VIN-, the output of the comparator
is a digital low level. When the analog input at VIN+ is
greater than the analog input VIN-, the output of the
comparator is a digital high level. The shaded areas of
the output of the comparator in Figure 23-2 represent
the uncertainty due to input offsets and response time.

FIGURE 23-2: SINGLE COMPARATOR

23.3 Comparator Response Time

Response time is the minimum time, after selecting a
new reference voltage or input source, before the com-
parator output has a valid level. The response time of
the comparator differs from the settling time of the volt-
age reference. Therefore, both of these times must be
considered when determining the total response to a
comparator input change. Otherwise, the maximum
delay of the comparators should be used (see
Section 28.0 “Electrical Characteristics”).

23.4 Analog Input Connection
Considerations

A simplified circuit for an analog input is shown in
Figure 23-3. Since the analog pins are connected to a
digital output, they have reverse biased diodes to VDD
and VSS. The analog input, therefore, must be between
VSS and VDD. If the input voltage deviates from this
range by more than 0.6V in either direction, one of the
diodes is forward biased and a latch-up condition may
occur. A maximum source impedance of 10 k�:  is
recommended for the analog sources. Any external
component connected to an analog input pin, such as
a capacitor or a Zener diode, should have very little
leakage current.

FIGURE 23-3: COMPARATOR ANALOG INPUT MODEL        
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TABLE 28-29: A/D CONVERSION REQUIREMENTS         
Param 

No. Symbol Characteristic Min Max Units Conditions

130 TAD A/D Clock Period 0.7 25.0(1) �Ps TOSC based, VREF �t 3.0V
� 1 �Ps A/D RC mode

131 TCNV Conversion Time 
(not including acquisition time)(2)

11 12 TAD

132 TACQ Acquisition Time(3) 1.4 � �Ps -40�qC to +85�qC
135 TSWC Switching Time from Convert �o  Sample � (Note 4)
137 TDIS Discharge Time 0.2 � �Ps
Note 1: The time of the A/D clock period is dependent on the device frequency and the TAD clock divider. 

2: ADRES registers may be read on the following TCY cycle.
3: The time for the holding capacitor to acquire the �New� input voltage when the voltage changes full scale 

after the conversion (VDD to VSS or VSS to VDD). The source impedance (RS) on the input channels is 50�: .
4: On the following cycle of the device clock. 
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