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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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PIC16F7X
3.0 READING PROGRAM MEMORY 

The FLASH Program Memory is readable during nor-
mal operation over the entire VDD range. It is indirectly
addressed through Special Function Registers (SFR).
Up to 14-bit numbers can be stored in memory for use
as calibration parameters, serial numbers, packed 7-bit
ASCII, etc. Executing a program memory location con-
taining data that forms an invalid instruction results in a
NOP.

There are five SFRs used to read the program and
memory. These registers are:

• PMCON1

• PMDATA
• PMDATH
• PMADR

• PMADRH

The program memory allows word reads. Program
memory access allows for checksum calculation and
reading calibration tables.

When interfacing to the program memory block, the
PMDATH:PMDATA registers form a two-byte word,
which holds the 14-bit data for reads. The
PMADRH:PMADR registers form a two-byte word,
which holds the 13-bit address of the FLASH location
being accessed. These devices can have up to 8K
words of program FLASH, with an address range from
0h to 3FFFh. The unused upper bits in both the
PMDATH and PMADRH registers are not implemented
and read as “0’s”.

3.1 PMADR

The address registers can address up to a maximum of
8K words of program FLASH. 

When selecting a program address value, the MSByte
of the address is written to the PMADRH register and
the LSByte is written to the PMADR register. The upper
MSbits of PMADRH must always be clear.

3.2 PMCON1 Register

PMCON1 is the control register for memory accesses.

The control bit RD initiates read operations. This bit
cannot be cleared, only set, in software. It is cleared in
hardware at the completion of the read operation.

REGISTER 3-1: PMCON1 REGISTER (ADDRESS 18Ch)                

R-1 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-x U-0 U-0 R/S-0

reserved — — — — — — RD

bit 7 bit 0

bit 7 Reserved: Read as ‘1’

bit 6-1 Unimplemented: Read as '0'

bit 0 RD: Read Control bit
1 = Initiates a FLASH read, RD is cleared in hardware. The RD bit can only be set (not cleared)

in software.
0 = FLASH read completed

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

- n = Value at POR reset ’1’ = Bit is set ’0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown
 2002 Microchip Technology Inc. DS30325B-page 29
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3.3 Reading the FLASH Program 
Memory

A program memory location may be read by writing two
bytes of the address to the PMADR and PMADRH reg-
isters and then setting control bit RD (PMCON1<0>).
Once the read control bit is set, the microcontroller will
use the next two instruction cycles to read the data. The
data is available in the PMDATA and PMDATH regis-
ters after the second NOP instruction. Therefore, it can
be read as two bytes in the following instructions. The
PMDATA and PMDATH registers will hold this value
until the next read operation.

3.4 Operation During Code Protect

FLASH program memory has its own code protect
mechanism. External Read and Write operations by
programmers are disabled if this mechanism is
enabled.

The microcontroller can read and execute instructions
out of the internal FLASH program memory, regardless
of the state of the code protect configuration bits.

EXAMPLE 3-1: FLASH PROGRAM READ

TABLE 3-1: REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH PROGRAM FLASH 

BSF     STATUS, RP1    ; 
    BCF     STATUS, RP0    ; Bank 2
    MOVF    ADDRH, W       ;
   MOVWF   PMADRH         ; MSByte of Program Address to read
    MOVF    ADDRL, W       ;

MOVWF   PMADR          ; LSByte of Program Address to read
    BSF     STATUS, RP0    ; Bank 3 Required

Required   BSF     PMCON1, RD     ; EEPROM Read Sequence
Sequence   NOP                    ; memory is read in the next two cycles after BSF PMCON1,RD
    NOP                    ; 

    BCF     STATUS, RP0    ; Bank 2
MOVF    PMDATA, W      ; W = LSByte of Program PMDATA

    MOVF    PMDATH, W      ; W = MSByte of Program PMDATA

Address Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Value on:

POR,
BOR

Value on
 all other 
RESETS

10Dh PMADR Address Register Low Byte xxxx xxxx uuuu uuuu

10Fh PMADRH — — — Address Register High Byte xxxx xxxx uuuu uuuu

10Ch PMDATA Data Register Low Byte xxxx xxxx uuuu uuuu

10Eh PMDATH — — Data Register High Byte xxxx xxxx uuuu uuuu

18Ch PMCON1 —(1) — — — — — — RD 1--- ---0 1--- ---0

Legend:  x = unknown, u = unchanged, r = reserved, - = unimplemented read as '0'. Shaded cells are not used during FLASH access.
Note 1: This bit always reads as a ‘1’.
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4.0 I/O PORTS

Some pins for these I/O ports are multiplexed with an
alternate function for the peripheral features on the
device. In general, when a peripheral is enabled, that
pin may not be used as a general purpose I/O pin.

Additional information on I/O ports may be found in the
PICmicro™ Mid-Range Reference Manual,
(DS33023).

4.1 PORTA and the TRISA Register

PORTA is a 6-bit wide, bi-directional port. The corre-
sponding data direction register is TRISA. Setting a
TRISA bit (= ‘1’) will make the corresponding PORTA
pin an input (i.e., put the corresponding output driver in
a Hi-Impedance mode). Clearing a TRISA bit (= ‘0’) will
make the corresponding PORTA pin an output (i.e., put
the contents of the output latch on the selected pin).

Reading the PORTA register reads the status of the
pins, whereas writing to it will write to the port latch. All
write operations are read-modify-write operations.
Therefore, a write to a port implies that the port pins are
read, the value is modified and then written to the port
data latch.

Pin RA4 is multiplexed with the Timer0 module clock
input to become the RA4/T0CKI pin. The RA4/T0CKI
pin is a Schmitt Trigger input and an open drain output.
All other PORTA pins have TTL input levels and full
CMOS output drivers.

Other PORTA pins are multiplexed with analog inputs
and analog VREF input. The operation of each pin is
selected by clearing/setting the control bits in the
ADCON1 register (A/D Control Register1).   

The TRISA register controls the direction of the RA
pins, even when they are being used as analog inputs.
The user must ensure the bits in the TRISA register are
maintained set, when using them as analog inputs. 

EXAMPLE 4-1: INITIALIZING PORTA

FIGURE 4-1: BLOCK DIAGRAM OF 
RA3:RA0 AND RA5 PINS 

FIGURE 4-2: BLOCK DIAGRAM OF 
RA4/T0CKI PIN    

Note: On a Power-on Reset, these pins are con-
figured as analog inputs and read as '0'.

BCF STATUS, RP0 ;
BCF STATUS, RP1 ; Bank0
CLRF PORTA ; Initialize PORTA by

; clearing output
; data latches

BSF STATUS, RP0 ; Select Bank 1
MOVLW 0x06 ; Configure all pins
MOVWF ADCON1 ; as digital inputs
MOVLW 0xCF ; Value used to 

; initialize data 
; direction

MOVWF TRISA ; Set RA<3:0> as inputs
; RA<5:4> as outputs
; TRISA<7:6>are always
; read as ’0’.
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Note 1: I/O pin has protection diodes to VSS only.
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4.5 PORTE and TRISE Register

This section is not applicable to the PIC16F73 or
PIC16F76.

PORTE has three pins, RE0/RD/AN5, RE1/WR/AN6
and RE2/CS/AN7, which are individually configureable
as inputs or outputs. These pins have Schmitt Trigger
input buffers.

I/O PORTE becomes control inputs for the micro-
processor port when bit PSPMODE (TRISE<4>) is set.
In this mode, the user must make sure that the
TRISE<2:0> bits are set (pins are configured as digital
inputs). Ensure ADCON1 is configured for digital I/O. In
this mode, the input buffers are TTL.

Register 4-1 shows the TRISE register, which also con-
trols the parallel slave port operation. 

PORTE pins are multiplexed with analog inputs. When
selected as an analog input, these pins will read as ’0’s.

TRISE controls the direction of the RE pins, even when
they are being used as analog inputs. The user must
make sure to keep the pins configured as inputs when
using them as analog inputs.

FIGURE 4-7: PORTE BLOCK DIAGRAM 
(IN I/O PORT MODE)  

Note: On a Power-on Reset, these pins are con-
figured as analog inputs and read as ‘0’.
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REGISTER 7-1: T2CON: TIMER2 CONTROL REGISTER (ADDRESS 12h)              

TABLE 7-1: REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH TIMER2 AS A TIMER/COUNTER

U-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0

— TOUTPS3 TOUTPS2 TOUTPS1 TOUTPS0 TMR2ON T2CKPS1 T2CKPS0

bit 7 bit 0

bit 7 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 6-3 TOUTPS3:TOUTPS0: Timer2 Output Postscale Select bits
0000 = 1:1 Postscale
0001 = 1:2 Postscale
0010 = 1:3 Postscale
•
•
•
1111 = 1:16 Postscale

bit 2 TMR2ON: Timer2 On bit
1 = Timer2 is on
0 = Timer2 is off

bit 1-0 T2CKPS1:T2CKPS0: Timer2 Clock Prescale Select bits
00 = Prescaler is 1
01 = Prescaler is 4
1x = Prescaler is 16

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

- n = Value at POR reset ’1’ = Bit is set ’0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

Address Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Value on:

POR,
BOR

Value on
 all other 
RESETS

0Bh,8Bh,
10Bh, 18Bh

INTCON GIE PEIE TMR0IE INTE RBIE TMR0IF INTF RBIF 0000 000x 0000 000u

0Ch PIR1 PSPIF(1) ADIF RCIF TXIF SSPIF CCP1IF TMR2IF TMR1IF 0000 0000 0000 0000

8Ch PIE1 PSPIE(1) ADIE RCIE TXIE SSPIE CCP1IE TMR2IE TMR1IE 0000 0000 0000 0000

11h TMR2 Timer2 Module Register 0000 0000 0000 0000

12h T2CON — TOUTPS3 TOUTPS2 TOUTPS1 TOUTPS0 TMR2ON T2CKPS1 T2CKPS0 -000 0000 -000 0000

92h PR2 Timer2 Period Register 1111 1111 1111 1111

Legend:  x = unknown, u = unchanged, - = unimplemented, read as '0'. Shaded cells are not used by the Timer2 module.

Note 1: Bits PSPIE and PSPIF are reserved on the PIC16F73/76; always maintain these bits clear.
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8.0 CAPTURE/COMPARE/PWM 
MODULES

Each Capture/Compare/PWM (CCP) module contains
a 16-bit register which can operate as a: 

• 16-bit Capture register

• 16-bit Compare register
• PWM Master/Slave Duty Cycle register 

Both the CCP1 and CCP2 modules are identical in
operation, with the exception being the operation of the
special event trigger. Table 8-1 and Table 8-2 show the
resources and interactions of the CCP module(s). In
the following sections, the operation of a CCP module
is described with respect to CCP1. CCP2 operates the
same as CCP1, except where noted.

8.1 CCP1 Module

Capture/Compare/PWM Register1 (CCPR1) is com-
prised of two 8-bit registers: CCPR1L (low byte) and
CCPR1H (high byte). The CCP1CON register controls
the operation of CCP1. The special event trigger is
generated by a compare match and will clear both
TMR1H and TMR1L registers.

8.2 CCP2 Module

Capture/Compare/PWM Register1 (CCPR1) is com-
prised of two 8-bit registers: CCPR1L (low byte) and
CCPR1H (high byte). The CCP2CON register controls
the operation of CCP2. The special event trigger is
generated by a compare match; it will clear both
TMR1H and TMR1L registers, and start an A/D conver-
sion (if the A/D module is enabled).

Additional information on CCP modules is available in
the PICmicro™ Mid-Range MCU Family Reference
Manual (DS33023) and in Application Note AN594,
“Using the CCP Modules” (DS00594).

TABLE 8-1: CCP MODE - TIMER 
RESOURCES REQUIRED

TABLE 8-2: INTERACTION OF TWO CCP MODULES

CCP Mode Timer Resource

Capture
Compare

PWM

Timer1
Timer1
Timer2

CCPx Mode CCPy Mode Interaction

Capture Capture Same TMR1 time-base.

Capture Compare Same TMR1 time-base.

Compare Compare Same TMR1 time-base.

PWM PWM The PWMs will have the same frequency and update rate (TMR2 interrupt). 
The rising edges are aligned.

PWM Capture None.

PWM Compare None.
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9.0 SYNCHRONOUS SERIAL PORT 
(SSP) MODULE 

9.1 SSP Module Overview

The Synchronous Serial Port (SSP) module is a serial
interface useful for communicating with other periph-
eral or microcontroller devices. These peripheral
devices may be Serial EEPROMs, shift registers, dis-
play drivers, A/D converters, etc. The SSP module can
operate in one of two modes:

• Serial Peripheral Interface (SPI)

• Inter-Integrated Circuit (I2C)

An overview of I2C operations and additional informa-
tion on the SSP module can be found in the PICmicro™
Mid-Range MCU Family Reference Manual
(DS33023).

Refer to Application Note AN578, “Use of the SSP
Module in the I 2C Multi-Master Environment”
(DS00578).

9.2 SPI Mode
This section contains register definitions and opera-
tional characteristics of the SPI module. Additional
information on the SPI module can be found in the
PICmicro™ Mid-Range MCU Family Reference Man-
ual (DS33023A).

SPI mode allows 8 bits of data to be synchronously
transmitted and received simultaneously. To accom-
plish communication, typically three pins are used:

• Serial Data Out (SDO) RC5/SDO
• Serial Data In (SDI) RC4/SDI/SDA

• Serial Clock (SCK) RC3/SCK/SCL

Additionally, a fourth pin may be used when in a Slave
mode of operation:

• Slave Select (SS) RA5/SS/AN4

When initializing the SPI, several options need to be
specified. This is done by programming the appropriate
control bits in the SSPCON register (SSPCON<5:0>)
and SSPSTAT<7:6>. These control bits allow the fol-
lowing to be specified:

• Master mode (SCK is the clock output)

• Slave mode (SCK is the clock input)
• Clock Polarity (IDLE state of SCK)
• Clock edge (output data on rising/falling edge of 

SCK)
• Clock Rate (Master mode only)

• Slave Select mode (Slave mode only)
 2002 Microchip Technology Inc. DS30325B-page 59
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REGISTER 9-2: SSPCON: SYNC SERIAL PORT CONTROL REGISTER  (ADDRESS 14h)              

R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0

WCOL SSPOV SSPEN CKP SSPM3 SSPM2 SSPM1 SSPM0

bit 7 bit 0

bit 7 WCOL: Write Collision Detect bit
1 = The SSPBUF register is written while it is still transmitting the previous word 

(must be cleared in software)
0 = No collision

bit 6 SSPOV: Receive Overflow Indicator bit
In SPI mode:
1 = A new byte is received while the SSPBUF register is still holding the previous data. In case

of overflow, the data in SSPSR is lost. Overflow can only occur in Slave mode. The user
must read the SSPBUF, even if only transmitting data, to avoid setting overflow. In 
Master mode, the overflow bit is not set since each new reception (and transmission) is 
initiated by writing to the SSPBUF register.

0 = No overflow

In I2     C mode:
1 = A byte is received while the SSPBUF register is still holding the previous byte. SSPOV

is a “don’t care” in Transmit mode. SSPOV must be cleared in software in either mode.
0 = No overflow

bit 5 SSPEN: Synchronous Serial Port Enable bit
In SPI mode:
1 = Enables serial port and configures SCK, SDO, and SDI as serial port pins
0 = Disables serial port and configures these pins as I/O port pins
In I2     C mode:
1 = Enables the serial port and configures the SDA and SCL pins as serial port pins
0 = Disables serial port and configures these pins as I/O port pins

In both modes, when enabled, these pins must be properly configured as input or output.

bit 4 CKP: Clock Polarity Select bit
In SPI mode:
1 = IDLE state for clock is a high level (Microwire® default)
0 = IDLE state for clock is a low level (Microwire® alternate)

In I2     C mode:
SCK release control
1 = Enable clock
0 = Holds clock low (clock stretch). (Used to ensure data setup time.)

bit 3-0 SSPM3:SSPM0: Synchronous Serial Port Mode Select bits

0000 = SPI Master mode, clock = FOSC/4
0001 = SPI Master mode, clock = FOSC/16
0010 = SPI Master mode, clock = FOSC/64
0011 = SPI Master mode, clock = TMR2 output/2
0100 = SPI Slave mode, clock = SCK pin. SS pin control enabled.
0101 = SPI Slave mode, clock = SCK pin. SS pin control disabled. SS can be used as I/O pin.
0110 = I2C Slave mode, 7-bit address
0111 = I2C Slave mode, 10-bit address
1011 = I2C Firmware Controlled Master mode (slave IDLE)
1110 = I2C Slave mode, 7-bit address with START and STOP bit interrupts enabled
1111 = I2C Slave mode, 10-bit address with START and STOP bit interrupts enabled

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

- n = Value at POR reset ’1’ = Bit is set ’0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown
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FIGURE 9-1: SSP BLOCK DIAGRAM 
(SPI MODE) 

To enable the serial port, SSP enable bit, SSPEN
(SSPCON<5>) must be set. To reset or reconfigure SPI
mode, clear bit SSPEN, re-initialize the SSPCON reg-
ister, and then set bit SSPEN. This configures the SDI,
SDO, SCK, and SS pins as serial port pins. For the pins
to behave as the serial port function, they must have
their data direction bits (in the TRISC register) appro-
priately programmed. That is:

• SDI must have TRISC<4> set
• SDO must have TRISC<5> cleared
• SCK (Master mode) must have TRISC<3> 

cleared
• SCK (Slave mode) must have TRISC<3> set 

• SS must have TRISA<5> set and ADCON must 
be configured such that RA5 is a digital I/O

.

Read Write

Internal
Data Bus

RC4/SDI/SDA

RC5/SDO

RA5/SS/AN4

RC3/SCK/

SSPSR reg

SSPBUF reg

SSPM3:SSPM0

bit0 Shift
Clock

SS Control
Enable

Edge
Select

Clock Select

TMR2 Output

TCYPrescaler
4, 16, 64

TRISC<3>

2

Edge
Select

2

4

SCL

Peripheral OE

Note 1: When the SPI is in Slave mode with SS pin
control enabled (SSPCON<3:0> = 0100),
the SPI module will reset if the SS pin is set
to VDD.

2: If the SPI is used in Slave mode with
CKE = '1', then the SS pin control must be
enabled.

3: When the SPI is in Slave mode with SS
pin control enabled (SSPCON<3:0> =
‘0100’), the state of the SS pin can affect
the state read back from the TRISC<5>
bit. The Peripheral OE signal from the
SSP module into PORTC controls the
state that is read back from the
TRISC<5> bit (see Section 4.3 for infor-
mation on PORTC). If Read-Modify-Write
instructions, such as BSF are performed
on the TRISC register while the SS pin is
high, this will cause the TRISC<5> bit to
be set, thus disabling the SDO output. 
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10.2 USART Asynchronous Mode

In this mode, the USART uses standard non-return-to-
zero (NRZ) format (one START bit, eight or nine data
bits, and one STOP bit). The most common data format
is 8-bits. An on-chip, dedicated, 8-bit baud rate gener-
ator can be used to derive standard baud rate frequen-
cies from the oscillator. The USART transmits and
receives the LSb first. The USART’s transmitter and
receiver are functionally independent, but use the
same data format and baud rate. The baud rate gener-
ator produces a clock, either x16 or x64 of the bit shift
rate, depending on bit BRGH (TXSTA<2>). Parity is not
supported by the hardware, but can be implemented in
software (and stored as the ninth data bit). Asynchro-
nous mode is stopped during SLEEP.

Asynchronous mode is selected by clearing bit SYNC
(TXSTA<4>). 

The USART Asynchronous module consists of the fol-
lowing important elements:

• Baud Rate Generator
• Sampling Circuit
• Asynchronous Transmitter

• Asynchronous Receiver

10.2.1 USART ASYNCHRONOUS 
TRANSMITTER

The USART transmitter block diagram is shown in
Figure 10-1. The heart of the transmitter is the transmit
(serial) shift register (TSR). The shift register obtains its
data from the read/write transmit buffer, TXREG. The
TXREG register is loaded with data by firmware. The
TSR register is not loaded until the STOP bit has been
transmitted from the previous load. As soon as the
STOP bit is transmitted, the TSR is loaded with new data
from the TXREG register (if available). Once the TXREG
register transfers the data to the TSR register, the
TXREG register is empty. One instruction cycle  later,
flag bit TXIF (PIR1<4>) and flag bit TRMT (TXSTA<1>)

are set. The TXIF interrupt can be enabled/disabled by
setting/clearing enable bit TXIE (PIE1<4>). Flag bit TXIF
will be set, regardless of the state of enable bit TXIE and
cannot be cleared in software. It will reset only when new
data is loaded into the TXREG register. While flag bit
TXIF indicates the status of the TXREG register, another
bit TRMT (TXSTA<1>) shows the status of the TSR reg-
ister. Status bit TRMT is a read only bit, which is set one
instruction cycle after the TSR register becomes empty,
and is cleared one instruction cycle after the TSR regis-
ter is loaded. No interrupt logic is tied to this bit, so the
user has to poll this bit in order to determine if the TSR
register is empty.

Transmission is enabled by setting enable bit TXEN
(TXSTA<5>). The actual transmission will not occur until
the TXREG register has been loaded with data and the
baud rate generator (BRG) has produced a shift clock
(Figure 10-2). The transmission can also be started by
first loading the TXREG register and then setting enable
bit TXEN. Normally, when transmission is first started,
the TSR register is empty. At that point, transfer to the
TXREG register will result in an immediate transfer to
TSR, resulting in an empty TXREG. A back-to-back
transfer is thus possible (Figure 10-3). Clearing enable
bit TXEN during a transmission will cause the transmis-
sion to be aborted and will reset the transmitter. As a
result, the RC6/TX/CK pin will revert to hi-impedance.

In order to select 9-bit transmission, transmit bit TX9
(TXSTA<6>) should be set and the ninth bit should be
written to TX9D (TXSTA<0>). The ninth bit must be writ-
ten before writing the 8-bit data to the TXREG register.
This is because a data write to the TXREG register can
result in an immediate transfer of the data to the TSR
register (if the TSR is empty). In such a case, an incor-
rect ninth data bit may be loaded in the TSR register.

FIGURE 10-1: USART TRANSMIT BLOCK DIAGRAM

Note 1: The TSR register is not mapped in data
memory, so it is not available to the user.

2: Flag bit TXIF is set when enable bit TXEN
is set. TXIF is cleared by loading TXREG.

TXIF
TXIE

Interrupt

TXEN Baud Rate CLK

SPBRG

Baud Rate Generator
TX9D

MSb LSb

Data Bus

TXREG Register

TSR Register

(8) 0

TX9

TRMT SPEN

RC6/TX/CK pin

Pin Buffer
and Control

8

•   •   •
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FIGURE 10-5: ASYNCHRONOUS RECEPTION

Steps to follow when setting up an Asynchronous
Reception:

1. Initialize the SPBRG register for the appropriate
baud rate. If a high speed baud rate is desired,
set bit BRGH (Section 10.1).

2. Enable the asynchronous serial port by clearing
bit SYNC and setting bit SPEN.

3. If interrupts are desired, then set enable bit
RCIE.

4. If 9-bit reception is desired, then set bit RX9.
5. Enable the reception by setting bit CREN.

6. Flag bit RCIF will be set when reception is com-
plete and an interrupt will be generated if enable
bit RCIE is set.

7. Read the RCSTA register to get the ninth bit (if
enabled) and determine if any error occurred
during reception.

8. Read the 8-bit received data by reading the
RCREG register.

9. If any error occurred, clear the error by clearing
enable bit CREN.

10. If using interrupts, ensure that GIE and PEIE in
the INTCON register are set.

TABLE 10-6: REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH ASYNCHRONOUS RECEPTION

START
bit bit7/8bit1bit0 bit7/8 bit0STOP

bit

START
bit

START
bitbit7/8 STOP

bit

RX (pin)

Reg
Rcv Buffer Reg

Rcv Shift

Read Rcv
Buffer reg
RCREG

RCIF
(Interrupt Flag)

OERR bit

CREN

Word 1
RCREG

Word 2
RCREG

STOP
bit

Note: This timing diagram shows three words appearing on the RX input. The RCREG (receive buffer) is read after the third word, 
causing the OERR (overrun) bit to be set. An overrun error indicates an error in user firmware.

Address Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Value on:

POR,
BOR

Value on
all other
RESETS

0Bh, 8Bh,
10Bh,18Bh

INTCON GIE PEIE TMR0IE INTE RBIE TMR0IF INTF RBIF 0000 000x 0000 000u

0Ch PIR1 PSPIF(1) ADIF RCIF TXIF SSPIF CCP1IF TMR2IF TMR1IF 0000 0000 0000 0000

18h RCSTA SPEN RX9 SREN CREN — FERR OERR RX9D 0000 -00x 0000 -00x

1Ah RCREG USART Receive Register 0000 0000 0000 0000

8Ch PIE1 PSPIE(1) ADIE RCIE TXIE SSPIE CCP1IE TMR2IE TMR1IE 0000 0000 0000 0000

98h TXSTA CSRC TX9 TXEN SYNC — BRGH TRMT TX9D 0000 -010 0000 -010

99h SPBRG Baud Rate Generator Register 0000 0000 0000 0000

Legend: x = unknown, - = unimplemented locations read as '0'. Shaded cells are not used for asynchronous reception.
Note 1: Bits PSPIE and PSPIF are reserved on the PIC16F73/76 devices; always maintain these bits clear.
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TABLE 10-8: REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH SYNCHRONOUS MASTER RECEPTION

10.4 USART Synchronous Slave Mode

Synchronous Slave mode differs from the Master
mode, in that the shift clock is supplied externally at the
RC6/TX/CK pin (instead of being supplied internally in
Master mode). This allows the device to transfer or
receive data while in SLEEP mode. Slave mode is
entered by clearing bit CSRC (TXSTA<7>).

10.4.1 USART SYNCHRONOUS SLAVE 
TRANSMIT

The operation of the Synchronous Master and Slave
modes are identical except in the case of the SLEEP
mode.

If two words are written to the TXREG and then the
SLEEP instruction is executed, the following will occur:

a) The first word will immediately transfer to the
TSR register and transmit when the master
device drives the CK line. 

b) The second word will remain in TXREG register. 

c) Flag bit TXIF will not be set. 
d) When the first word has been shifted out of TSR,

the TXREG register will transfer the second
word to the TSR and flag bit TXIF will now be
set. 

e) If enable bit TXIE is set, the interrupt will wake
the chip from SLEEP and if the global interrupt
is enabled, the program will branch to the inter-
rupt vector (0004h).

Follow these steps when setting up a Synchronous
Slave Transmission:

1. Enable the synchronous slave serial port by set-
ting bits SYNC and SPEN and clearing bit
CSRC.

2. Clear bits CREN and SREN.
3. If interrupts are desired, then set enable bit

TXIE.
4. If 9-bit transmission is desired, then set bit TX9.
5. Enable the transmission by setting enable bit

TXEN.
6. If 9-bit transmission is selected, the ninth bit

should be loaded in bit TX9D.
7. Start transmission by loading data to the TXREG

register.
8. If using interrupts, ensure that GIE and PEIE in

the INTCON register are set.

Address Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0 Value on: 
POR, BOR

Value on 
all other 
RESETS

0Bh, 8Bh,
10Bh,18Bh

INTCON GIE PEIE TMR0IE INTE RBIE TMR0IF INTF RBIF 0000 000x 0000 000u

0Ch PIR1 PSPIF(1) ADIF RCIF TXIF SSPIF CCP1IF TMR2IF TMR1IF 0000 0000 0000 0000

18h RCSTA SPEN RX9 SREN CREN — FERR OERR RX9D 0000 -00x 0000 -00x

1Ah RCREG USART Receive Register 0000 0000 0000 0000

8Ch PIE1 PSPIE(1) ADIE RCIE TXIE SSPIE CCP1IE TMR2IE TMR1IE 0000 0000 0000 0000

98h TXSTA CSRC TX9 TXEN SYNC — BRGH TRMT TX9D 0000 -010 0000 -010

99h SPBRG Baud Rate Generator Register 0000 0000 0000 0000

Legend: x = unknown, - = unimplemented, read as '0'. Shaded cells are not used for synchronous master reception.
Note 1: Bits PSPIE and PSPIF are reserved on the PIC16F73/76 devices; always maintain these bits clear.
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12.0 SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE 
CPU

These devices have a host of features intended to max-
imize system reliability, minimize cost through elimina-
tion of external components, provide power saving
operating modes and offer code protection. These are:

• Oscillator Selection
• RESET

- Power-on Reset (POR)
- Power-up Timer (PWRT)
- Oscillator Start-up Timer (OST)

- Brown-out Reset (BOR)
• Interrupts
• Watchdog Timer (WDT)

• SLEEP
• Code Protection
• ID Locations

• In-Circuit Serial Programming

These devices have a Watchdog Timer, which can be
enabled or disabled, using a configuration bit. It runs off
its own RC oscillator for added reliability. 

There are two timers that offer necessary delays on
power-up. One is the Oscillator Start-up Timer (OST),
intended to keep the chip in RESET until the crystal
oscillator is stable. The other is the Power-up Timer
(PWRT), which provides a fixed delay of 72 ms (nomi-
nal) on power-up only. It is designed to keep the part in
RESET while the power supply stabilizes, and is
enabled or disabled, using a configuration bit. With
these two timers on-chip, most applications need no
external RESET circuitry. 

SLEEP mode is designed to offer a very low current
power-down mode. The user can wake-up from SLEEP
through external RESET, Watchdog Timer Wake-up, or
through an interrupt. 

Several oscillator options are also made available to
allow the part to fit the application. The RC oscillator
option saves system cost while the LP crystal option
saves power. Configuration bits are used to select the
desired oscillator mode.

Additional information on special features is available
in the PICmicro™ Mid-Range Reference Manual
(DS33023).

12.1 Configuration Bits

The configuration bits can be programmed (read as '0'),
or left unprogrammed (read as '1'), to select various
device configurations. These bits are mapped in pro-
gram memory location 2007h.

The user will note that address 2007h is beyond the
user program memory space, which can be accessed
only during programming.
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12.13 Watchdog Timer (WDT)

The Watchdog Timer is a free running on-chip RC oscil-
lator, which does not require any external components.
This RC oscillator is separate from the RC oscillator of
the OSC1/CLKIN pin. That means that the WDT will
run, even if the clock on the OSC1/CLKIN and OSC2/
CLKOUT pins of the device has been stopped, for
example, by execution of a SLEEP instruction.

During normal operation, a WDT time-out generates a
device RESET (Watchdog Timer Reset). If the device is
in SLEEP mode, a WDT time-out causes the device to
wake-up and continue with normal operation (Watch-
dog Timer Wake-up). The TO bit in the STATUS regis-
ter will be cleared upon a Watchdog Timer time-out.

The WDT can be permanently disabled by clearing
configuration bit, WDTE (Section 12.1).

WDT time-out period values may be found in the Elec-
trical Specifications section under parameter #31. Val-
ues for the WDT prescaler (actually a postscaler, but
shared with the Timer0 prescaler) may be assigned
using the OPTION_REG register.  

FIGURE 12-11: WATCHDOG TIMER BLOCK DIAGRAM

TABLE 12-7: SUMMARY OF WATCHDOG TIMER REGISTERS

Note 1: The CLRWDT and SLEEP instructions
clear the WDT and the postscaler, if
assigned to the WDT, and prevent it from
timing out and generating a device
RESET condition.

2: When a CLRWDT instruction is executed
and the prescaler is assigned to the WDT,
the prescaler count will be cleared, but
the prescaler assignment is not changed.

From TMR0 Clock Source
(Figure 5-1)

To TMR0 (Figure 5-1)

Postscaler

WDT Timer

WDT 
Enable Bit

0

1 M
U
X

PSA

8 - to - 1 MUX PS2:PS0

0 1

MUX PSA

WDT
Time-out

Note: PSA and PS2:PS0 are bits in the OPTION_REG register.

8

Address Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0

2007h Config. bits (1) BODEN(1) — CP0 PWRTE(1) WDTE FOSC1 FOSC0

81h,181h OPTION_REG RBPU INTEDG T0CS T0SE PSA PS2 PS1 PS0

Legend: Shaded cells are not used by the Watchdog Timer.

Note 1: See Register 12-1 for operation of these bits.
 2002 Microchip Technology Inc. DS30325B-page 101



PIC16F7X
FIGURE 12-12: WAKE-UP FROM SLEEP THROUGH INTERRUPT

12.15 Program Verification/Code 
Protection

If the code protection bit(s) have not been pro-
grammed, the on-chip program memory can be read
out for verification purposes.

12.16 ID Locations

Four memory locations (2000h - 2003h) are designated
as ID locations, where the user can store checksum or
other code identification numbers. These locations are
not accessible during normal execution, but are read-
able and writable during program/verify. It is recom-
mended that only the 4 Least Significant bits of the ID
location are used.

12.17 In-Circuit Serial Programming

PIC16F7X microcontrollers can be serially pro-
grammed while in the end application circuit. This is
simply done, with two lines for clock and data and three
other lines for power, ground, and the programming
voltage (see Figure 12-13 for an example). This allows
customers to manufacture boards with unprogrammed
devices, and then program the microcontroller just
before shipping the product. This also allows the most
recent firmware or a custom firmware to be pro-
grammed.

For general information of serial programming, please
refer to the In-Circuit Serial Programming (ICSP™)
Guide (DS30277). For specific details on programming
commands and operations for the PIC16F7X devices,
please refer to the latest version of the PIC16F7X
FLASH Program Memory Programming Specification
(DS30324).

FIGURE 12-13: TYPICAL IN-CIRCUIT 
SERIAL PROGRAMMING 
CONNECTION

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

OSC1

CLKOUT(4)

INT pin

INTF Flag
(INTCON<1>)

GIE bit
(INTCON<7>)

INSTRUCTION FLOW

PC

Instruction
Fetched
Instruction
Executed

PC PC+1 PC+2

Inst(PC) = SLEEP

Inst(PC - 1)

Inst(PC + 1)

SLEEP

Processor in

SLEEP

Interrupt Latency
(Note 2)

Inst(PC + 2)

Inst(PC + 1)

Inst(0004h) Inst(0005h)

Inst(0004h)Dummy cycle

PC + 2 0004h 0005h

Dummy cycle

TOST(2)

PC+2

Note 1: XT, HS or LP oscillator mode assumed.
2: TOST = 1024 TOSC (drawing not to scale) This delay will not be there for RC osc mode.
3: GIE = ’1’ assumed. In this case after wake- up, the processor jumps to the interrupt routine. 

If GIE = ’0’, execution will continue in-line.
4: CLKOUT is not available in these osc modes, but shown here for timing reference.

External
Connector
Signals

To Normal
Connections

To Normal
Connections

PIC16F7X

VDD

VSS

MCLR/VPP

RB6

RB7

+5V

0V

VPP

CLK

Data I/O

VDD

* * *

*

* Isolation devices (as required).
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FIGURE 15-9: CAPTURE/COMPARE/PWM TIMINGS (CCP1 AND CCP2)

TABLE 15-5: CAPTURE/COMPARE/PWM REQUIREMENTS (CCP1 AND CCP2)

Note: Refer to Figure 15-3 for load conditions.

 and RC2/CCP1
(Capture Mode)

50 51

52

53 54

RC1/T1OSI/CCP2

 and RC2/CCP1
(Compare or PWM Mode)

RC1/T1OSI/CCP2

Param 
No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

50* TccL CCP1 and CCP2
input low time

No Prescaler 0.5TCY + 20 — — ns

With Prescaler
Standard(F) 10 — — ns

Extended(LF) 20 — — ns

51* TccH CCP1 and CCP2
input high time

No Prescaler 0.5TCY + 20 — — ns

With Prescaler
Standard(F) 10 — — ns

Extended(LF) 20 — — ns

52* TccP CCP1 and CCP2 input period 3TCY + 40
N

— — ns N = prescale 
value (1,4 or 16)

53* TccR CCP1 and CCP2 output rise time Standard(F) — 10 25 ns

Extended(LF) — 25 50 ns

54* TccF CCP1 and CCP2 output fall time Standard(F) — 10 25 ns

Extended(LF) — 25 45 ns

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.
† Data in "Typ" column is at 5V, 25°C unless otherwise stated. These parameters are for design guidance only

and are not tested.
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FIGURE 15-19: A/D CONVERSION TIMING

TABLE 15-13: A/D CONVERSION REQUIREMENTS

131

130

132

BSF ADCON0, GO

Q4

A/D CLK

A/D  DATA

ADRES

ADIF

GO

SAMPLE

OLD_DATA

SAMPLING STOPPED

DONE

NEW_DATA

(TOSC/2)(1)

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Note 1: If the A/D clock source is selected as RC, a time of TCY is added before the A/D clock starts. This allows the SLEEP instruction
to be executed. 

1 TCY

134

Param 
No.

Sym Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

130 TAD A/D clock period PIC16F7X 1.6 — — µs TOSC based, VREF ≥ 3.0V

PIC16LF7X 2.0 — — µs TOSC based, 
2.0V ≤ VREF ≤ 5.5V

PIC16F7X 2.0 4.0 6.0 µs A/D RC mode

PIC16LF7X 3.0 6.0 9.0 µs A/D RC mode

131 TCNV Conversion time (not including 
S/H time) (Note 1)

9 — 9 TAD

132 TACQ Acquisition time 5* — — µs The minimum time is the 
amplifier settling time. This 
may be used if the “new” input 
voltage has not changed by 
more than 1 LSb (i.e., 
20.0 mV @ 5.12V) from the 
last sampled voltage (as 
stated on CHOLD).

134 TGO Q4 to A/D clock start — TOSC/2 — — If the A/D clock source is 
selected as RC, a time of TCY 
is added before the A/D clock 
starts. This allows the SLEEP 
instruction to be executed.

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.
† Data in “Typ” column is at 5V, 25°C unless otherwise stated. These parameters are for design guidance 

only and are not tested.

Note 1: ADRES register may be read on the following TCY cycle.
2: See Section 11.1 for minimum conditions.
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16.0 DC AND AC CHARACTERISTICS GRAPHS AND TABLES

“Typical” represents the mean of the distribution at 25°C. “Maximum” or “minimum” represents (mean + 3σ) or (mean - 3σ)
respectively, where σ is a standard deviation, over the whole temperature range.

FIGURE 16-1: TYPICAL IDD vs. FOSC OVER VDD (HS MODE) 

FIGURE 16-2: MAXIMUM IDD vs. FOSC OVER VDD (HS MODE) 

Note: The graphs and tables provided following this note are a statistical summary based on a limited number of
samples and are provided for informational purposes only. The performance characteristics listed herein are
not tested or guaranteed. In some graphs or tables, the data presented may be outside the specified oper-
ating range (e.g., outside specified power supply range) and therefore, outside the warranted range.
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PORTE Register ................................................................ 37
Postscaler, WDT

Assignment (PSA bit) ................................................. 20
Rate Select (PS2:PS0 bits) ........................................ 20

Power-down Mode. See SLEEP
Power-on Reset (POR) .................................. 89, 93, 95, 96

Oscillator Start-up Timer (OST) .......................... 89, 94
POR Status (POR bit) ................................................ 25
Power Control (PCON) Register ................................ 95
Power-down (PD bit) .................................................. 93
Power-up Timer (PWRT) .................................... 89, 94
Time-out (TO bit) ................................................ 19, 93

PR2 Register ..................................................................... 51
Prescaler, Timer0

Assignment (PSA bit) ................................................. 20
Rate Select (PS2:PS0 bits) ........................................ 20

PRO MATE II Universal Device Programmer .................. 115
Program Counter

RESET Conditions ..................................................... 95
Program Memory ............................................................... 29

Associated Registers ................................................. 30
Interrupt Vector .......................................................... 13
Memory and Stack Maps ........................................... 13
Operation During Code Protect ................................. 30
Organization .............................................................. 13
Paging ........................................................................ 26
PMADR Register ....................................................... 29
PMADRH Register ..................................................... 29
Reading FLASH ......................................................... 30
Reading, PMADR Register ........................................ 29
Reading, PMADRH Register ..................................... 29
Reading, PMCON1 Register ...................................... 29
Reading, PMDATA Register ...................................... 29
Reading, PMDATH Register ...................................... 29
RESET Vector ........................................................... 13

Program Verification ........................................................ 103
Programming Pin (VPP) ................................................ 8, 10
Programming, Device Instructions ................................... 105
PUSH ................................................................................. 26

R
R/W bit ..................................................................60, 66, 67
RA0/AN0 Pin ................................................................. 8, 10
RA1/AN1 Pin ................................................................. 8, 10
RA2/AN2 Pin ................................................................. 8, 10
RA3/AN3/VREF Pin ....................................................... 8, 10
RA4/T0CKI Pin ............................................................. 8, 10
RA5/SS/AN4 Pin ........................................................... 8, 10
RAM. See Data Memory
RB0/INT Pin .................................................................. 9, 11
RB1 Pin ......................................................................... 9, 11
RB2 Pin ......................................................................... 9, 11
RB3/PGM Pin ............................................................... 9, 11
RB4 Pin ......................................................................... 9, 11
RB5 Pin ......................................................................... 9, 11
RB6/PGC Pin ................................................................ 9, 11
RB7/PGD Pin ................................................................ 9, 11
RC0/T1OSO/T1CKI Pin ................................................ 9, 11
RC1/T1OSI/CCP2 Pin .................................................. 9, 11
RC2/CCP1 Pin .............................................................. 9, 11
RC3/SCK/SCL Pin ........................................................ 9, 11
RC4/SDI/SDA Pin ......................................................... 9, 11
RC5/SDO Pin ................................................................ 9, 11
RC6/TX/CK Pin ............................................................. 9, 11
RC7/RX/DT Pin ............................................................. 9, 11

RCSTA Register
CREN bit ................................................................... 70
OERR bit ................................................................... 70
SPEN bit .................................................................... 69
SREN bit .................................................................... 70

RD0/PSP0 Pin ................................................................... 12
RD1/PSP1 Pin ................................................................... 12
RD2/PSP2 Pin ................................................................... 12
RD3/PSP3 Pin ................................................................... 12
RD4/PSP4 Pin ................................................................... 12
RD5/PSP5 Pin ................................................................... 12
RD6/PSP6 Pin ................................................................... 12
RD7/PSP7 Pin ................................................................... 12
RE0/RD/AN5 Pin ............................................................... 12
RE1/WR/AN6 Pin .............................................................. 12
RE2/CS/AN7 Pin ............................................................... 12
Read-Modify-Write Operations ........................................ 105
Receive Overflow Indicator bit (SSPOV) ........................... 61
Register File ...................................................................... 13
Registers

ADCON0 (A/D Control 0) .......................................... 83
ADCON0 (A/D Control 0) Register ............................ 83
ADCON1 (A/D Control 1) .......................................... 83
ADCON1 (A/D Control 1) Register ............................ 84
ADRES (A/D Result) ................................................. 83
CCP1CON/CCP2CON (CCP Control) Registers ...... 54
Configuration Word Register ..................................... 90
Initialization Conditions (table) ............................96–97
INTCON (Interrupt Control) ....................................... 21
INTCON (Interrupt Control) Register ......................... 21
OPTION_REG ........................................................... 20
OPTION_REG Register ......................................20, 44
PCON (Power Control) .............................................. 25
PCON (Power Control) Register ............................... 25
PIE1 (Peripheral Interrupt Enable 1) ......................... 22
PIE1 (Peripheral Interrupt Enable 1) Register ........... 22
PIE2 (Peripheral Interrupt Enable 2) ......................... 24
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