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Welcome to E-XFL.COM

What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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2 System Summary

2.1 System Introduction

The EFM32 MCUs are the world’s most energy friendly microcontrollers. With a unique combination of
the powerful 32-bit ARM Cortex-M3, innovative low energy techniques, short wake-up time from energy
saving modes, and a wide selection of peripherals, the EFM32GG microcontroller is well suited for
any battery operated application as well as other systems requiring high performance and low-energy
consumption. This section gives a short introduction to each of the modules in general terms and also
shows a summary of the configuration for the EFM32GG280 devices. For a complete feature set and
in-depth information on the modules, the reader is referred to the EFM32GG Reference Manual.

A block diagram of the EFM32GG280 is shown in Figure 2.1 (p. 3) .

Figure 2.1. Block Diagram
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2.1.11 TFT Direct Drive

The EBI contains a TFT controller which can drive a TFT via a 565 RGB interface. The TFT controller
supports programmable display and port sizes and offers accurate control of frequency and setup and
hold timing. Direct Drive is supported for TFT displays which do not have their own frame buffer. In
that case TFT Direct Drive can transfer data from either on-chip memory or from an external memory
device to the TFT at low CPU load. Automatic alpha-blending and masking is also supported for transfers
through the EBI interface.

2.1.12 Inter-Integrated Circuit Interface (I2C)

The I2C module provides an interface between the MCU and a serial I2C-bus. It is capable of acting as
both a master and a slave, and supports multi-master buses. Both standard-mode, fast-mode and fast-
mode plus speeds are supported, allowing transmission rates all the way from 10 kbit/s up to 1 Mbit/s.
Slave arbitration and timeouts are also provided to allow implementation of an SMBus compliant system.
The interface provided to software by the I2C module, allows both fine-grained control of the transmission
process and close to automatic transfers. Automatic recognition of slave addresses is provided in all
energy modes.

2.1.13 Universal Synchronous/Asynchronous Receiver/Transmitter (US-
ART)

The Universal Synchronous Asynchronous serial Receiver and Transmitter (USART) is a very flexible
serial I/O module. It supports full duplex asynchronous UART communication as well as RS-485, SPI,
MicroWire and 3-wire. It can also interface with ISO7816 SmartCards, IrDA and I2S devices.

2.1.14 Pre-Programmed UART Bootloader

The bootloader presented in application note AN0003 is pre-programmed in the device at factory. Auto-
baud and destructive write are supported. The autobaud feature, interface and commands are described
further in the application note.

2.1.15  Universal Asynchronous Receiver/Transmitter (UART)

The Universal Asynchronous serial Receiver and Transmitter (UART) is a very flexible serial I/O module.
It supports full- and half-duplex asynchronous UART communication.

2.1.16 Low Energy Universal Asynchronous Receiver/Transmitter
(LEUART)

The unique LEUARTTM, the Low Energy UART, is a UART that allows two-way UART communication on
a strict power budget. Only a 32.768 kHz clock is needed to allow UART communication up to 9600 baud/
s. The LEUART includes all necessary hardware support to make asynchronous serial communication
possible with minimum of software intervention and energy consumption.

2.1.17 Timer/Counter (TIMER)

The 16-bit general purpose Timer has 3 compare/capture channels for input capture and compare/Pulse-
Width Modulation (PWM) output. TIMER0 also includes a Dead-Time Insertion module suitable for motor
control applications.

2.1.18 Real Time Counter (RTC)

The Real Time Counter (RTC) contains a 24-bit counter and is clocked either by a 32.768 kHz crystal
oscillator, or a 32.768 kHz RC oscillator. In addition to energy modes EM0 and EM1, the RTC is also
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Figure 2.2. EFM32GG280 Memory Map with largest RAM and Flash sizes



...the world’s most energy friendly microcontrollers

2016-03-21 - EFM32GG280FXX - d0036_Rev1.40 19 www.silabs.com

Figure 3.6. Typical Low-Level Output Current, 3V Supply Voltage
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Symbol Parameter Condition Min Typ Max Unit

IPCNT PCNT current PCNT idle current, clock en-
abled

 54  nA

IRTC RTC current RTC idle current, clock enabled  54  nA

IAES AES current AES idle current, clock enabled  3.2  µA/
MHz

IGPIO GPIO current GPIO idle current, clock en-
abled

 3.7  µA/
MHz

IEBI EBI current EBI idle current, clock enabled  11.8  µA/
MHz

IPRS PRS current PRS idle current  3.5  µA/
MHz

IDMA DMA current Clock enable  11.0  µA/
MHz
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Alternate LOCATION

Functionality 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 Description

EBI_A04 PB10 PB10 PB10     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 04.

EBI_A05 PC6 PC6 PC6     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 05.

EBI_A06 PC7 PC7 PC7     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 06.

EBI_A07 PE0 PE0 PE0     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 07.

EBI_A08 PE1 PE1 PE1     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 08.

EBI_A09 PE2 PC9 PC9     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 09.

EBI_A10 PE3 PC10 PC10     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 10.

EBI_A11 PE4 PE4 PE4     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 11.

EBI_A12 PE5 PE5 PE5     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 12.

EBI_A13 PE6 PE6 PE6     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 13.

EBI_A14 PE7 PE7 PE7     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 14.

EBI_A15 PC8 PC8 PC8     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 15.

EBI_A16 PB0 PB0 PB0     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 16.

EBI_A17 PB1 PB1 PB1     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 17.

EBI_A18 PB2 PB2 PB2     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 18.

EBI_A19 PB3 PB3 PB3     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 19.

EBI_A20 PB4 PB4 PB4     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 20.

EBI_A21 PB5 PB5 PB5     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 21.

EBI_A22 PB6 PB6 PB6     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 22.

EBI_A23 PC0 PC0 PC0     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 23.

EBI_A24 PC1 PC1 PC1     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 24.

EBI_A25 PC2 PC2 PC2     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 25.

EBI_A26 PC4 PC4 PC4     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 26.

EBI_A27 PD2 PD2 PD2     External Bus Interface (EBI) address output pin 27.

EBI_AD00 PE8 PE8 PE8     
External Bus Interface (EBI) address and data input / output
pin 00.

EBI_AD01 PE9 PE9 PE9     
External Bus Interface (EBI) address and data input / output
pin 01.

EBI_AD02 PE10 PE10 PE10     
External Bus Interface (EBI) address and data input / output
pin 02.

EBI_AD03 PE11 PE11 PE11     
External Bus Interface (EBI) address and data input / output
pin 03.

EBI_AD04 PE12 PE12 PE12     
External Bus Interface (EBI) address and data input / output
pin 04.

EBI_AD05 PE13 PE13 PE13     
External Bus Interface (EBI) address and data input / output
pin 05.

EBI_AD06 PE14 PE14 PE14     
External Bus Interface (EBI) address and data input / output
pin 06.

EBI_AD07 PE15 PE15 PE15     
External Bus Interface (EBI) address and data input / output
pin 07.

EBI_AD08 PA15 PA15 PA15     
External Bus Interface (EBI) address and data input / output
pin 08.

EBI_AD09 PA0 PA0 PA0     
External Bus Interface (EBI) address and data input / output
pin 09.

EBI_AD10 PA1 PA1 PA1     
External Bus Interface (EBI) address and data input / output
pin 10.
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7 Revision History

7.1 Revision 1.40

March 21st, 2016

Added clarification on conditions for INLADC and DNLADC parameters.

Reduced maximum and typical current consumption for all EM0 entries except 48 MHz in the Current
Consumption table in the Electrical Characteristics section.

Increased maximum specifications for EM2 current, EM3 current, and EM4 current in the Current Con-
sumption table in the Electrical Characteristics section.

Increased typical specification for EM2 and EM3 current at 85 C in the Current Consumption table in
the Electrical Characteristics section.

Added EM2, EM3, and EM4 current consumption vs. temperature graphs.

Added a new EM2 entry and specified the existing specification is for EM0 for the BOD threshold on
falling external supply voltage in the Power Management table in the Electrical Characteristics section.

Reduced maximum input leakage current in the GPIO table in the Electrical Characteristics section.

Added a maximum current consumption specification to the LFRCO table in the Electrical Characteristics
section.

Added maximum specifications for the active current including references for two channels to the DAC
table in the Electrical Characteristics section.

Increased the maximum specification for DAC offset voltage in the DAC table in the Electrical Charac-
teristics section.

Increased the typical specifications for active current with FULLBIAS=1 and capacitive sense internal
resistance in the ACMP table in the Electrical Characteristics section.

Added minimum and maximum specifications and updated the typical value for the VCMP offset voltage
in the VCMP table in the Electrical Characteristics section.

Removed the maximum specification and reduced the typical value for hysteresis in the VCMP table in
the Electrical Characteristics section.

Updated all graphs in the Electrical Characteristics section to display data for 2.0 V as the minimum
voltage.

7.2 Revision 1.30

May 23rd, 2014

Removed "preliminary" markings

Updated HFRCO figures.

Corrected single power supply voltage minimum value from 1.85V to 1.98V.

Updated Current Consumption information.

Updated Power Management information.
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Updated power requirements in the Power Management section.

Removed minimum load capacitance figure and table. Added reference to application note.

Other minor corrections.

7.6 Revision 1.00

September 11th, 2012

Updated the HFRCO 1 MHz band typical value to 1.2 MHz.

Updated the HFRCO 7 MHz band typical value to 6.6 MHz.

Other minor corrections.

7.7 Revision 0.98

May 25th, 2012

Corrected EM3 current consumption in the Electrical Characteristics section.

7.8 Revision 0.96

February 28th, 2012

Added reference to errata document.

Corrected LQFP100 package drawing.

Updated PCB land pattern, solder mask and stencil design.

7.9 Revision 0.95

September 28th, 2011

Flash configuration for Giant Gecko is now 1024KB or 512KB. For flash sizes below 512KB, see the
Leopard Gecko Family.

Corrected operating voltage from 1.8 V to 1.85 V.

Added rising POR level to Electrical Characteristics section.

Updated Minimum Load Capacitance (CLFXOL) Requirement For Safe Crystal Startup.

Added Gain error drift and Offset error drift to ADC table.

Added Opamp pinout overview.

Added reference to errata document.

Corrected LQFP100 package drawing.

Updated PCB land pattern, solder mask and stencil design.

7.10 Revision 0.91

March 21th, 2011
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Added new alternative locations for EBI and SWO.

Corrected slew rate data for Opamps.

7.11 Revision 0.90

February 4th, 2011

Initial preliminary release.
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