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Welcome to E-XFL.COM

What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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3.5.4  Low Energy Timer (LETIMER)

The unique LETIMER is a 16-bit timer that is available in energy mode EM2 Deep Sleep in addition to EM1 Sleep and EM0 Active. This
allows it to be used for timing and output generation when most of the device is powered down, allowing simple tasks to be performed
while the power consumption of the system is kept at an absolute minimum. The LETIMER can be used to output a variety of wave-
forms with minimal software intervention. The LETIMER is connected to the Real Time Counter and Calendar (RTCC), and can be con-
figured to start counting on compare matches from the RTCC.

3.5.5  Ultra Low Power Wake-up Timer (CRYOTIMER)

The CRYOTIMER is a 32-bit counter that is capable of running in all energy modes. It can be clocked by either the 32.768 kHz crystal
oscillator (LFXO), the 32.768 kHz RC oscillator (LFRCO), or the 1 kHz RC oscillator (ULFRCO). It can provide periodic Wakeup events
and PRS signals which can be used to wake up peripherals from any energy mode. The CRYOTIMER provides a wide range of inter-
rupt periods, facilitating flexible ultra-low energy operation.

3.5.6  Pulse Counter (PCNT)

The Pulse Counter (PCNT) peripheral can be used for counting pulses on a single input or to decode quadrature encoded inputs. The
clock for PCNT is selectable from either an external source on pin PCTNn_S0IN or from an internal timing reference, selectable from
among any of the internal oscillators, except the AUXHFRCO. The module may operate in energy mode EM0 Active, EM1 Sleep, EM2
Deep Sleep, and EM3 Stop.

3.5.7  Watchdog Timer (WDOG)

The watchdog timer can act both as an independent watchdog or as a watchdog synchronous with the CPU clock. It has windowed
monitoring capabilities, and can generate a reset or different interrupts depending on the failure mode of the system. The watchdog can
also monitor autonomous systems driven by PRS.

3.6  Communications and Other Digital Peripherals

3.6.1  Universal Synchronous/Asynchronous Receiver/Transmitter (USART)

The Universal Synchronous/Asynchronous Receiver/Transmitter is a flexible serial I/O module. It supports full duplex asynchronous
UART communication with hardware flow control as well as RS-485, SPI, MicroWire and 3-wire. It can also interface with devices sup-
porting:
• ISO7816 SmartCards
• IrDA
• I2S

3.6.2  Universal Asynchronous Receiver/Transmitter (UART)

The Universal Asynchronous Receiver/Transmitter is a subset of the USART module, supporting full duplex asynchronous UART com-
munication with hardware flow control and RS-485.

3.6.3  Low Energy Universal Asynchronous Receiver/Transmitter (LEUART)

The unique LEUARTTM provides two-way UART communication on a strict power budget. Only a 32.768 kHz clock is needed to allow
UART communication up to 9600 baud. The LEUART includes all necessary hardware to make asynchronous serial communication
possible with a minimum of software intervention and energy consumption.

3.6.4  Inter-Integrated Circuit Interface (I2C)

The I2C module provides an interface between the MCU and a serial I2C bus. It is capable of acting as both a master and a slave and
supports multi-master buses. Standard-mode, fast-mode and fast-mode plus speeds are supported, allowing transmission rates from 10
kbit/s up to 1 Mbit/s. Slave arbitration and timeouts are also available, allowing implementation of an SMBus-compliant system. The
interface provided to software by the I2C module allows precise timing control of the transmission process and highly automated trans-
fers. Automatic recognition of slave addresses is provided in active and low energy modes.
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3.6.5  Controller Area Network (CAN)

The CAN peripheral provides support for communication at up to 1 Mbps over CAN protocol version 2.0 part A and B. It includes 32
message objects with independent identifier masks and retains message RAM in EM2. Automatic retransmittion may be disabled in
order to support Time Triggered CAN applications.

3.6.6  Peripheral Reflex System (PRS)

The Peripheral Reflex System provides a communication network between different peripheral modules without software involvement.
Peripheral modules producing Reflex signals are called producers. The PRS routes Reflex signals from producers to consumer periph-
erals which in turn perform actions in response. Edge triggers and other functionality such as simple logic operations (AND, OR, NOT)
can be applied by the PRS to the signals. The PRS allows peripheral to act autonomously without waking the MCU core, saving power.

3.6.7  Low Energy Sensor Interface (LESENSE)

The Low Energy Sensor Interface LESENSETM is a highly configurable sensor interface with support for up to 16 individually configura-
ble sensors. By controlling the analog comparators, ADC, and DAC, LESENSE is capable of supporting a wide range of sensors and
measurement schemes, and can for instance measure LC sensors, resistive sensors and capacitive sensors. LESENSE also includes a
programmable finite state machine which enables simple processing of measurement results without CPU intervention. LESENSE is
available in energy mode EM2, in addition to EM0 and EM1, making it ideal for sensor monitoring in applications with a strict energy
budget.

3.7  Security Features

3.7.1  GPCRC (General Purpose Cyclic Redundancy Check)

The GPCRC module implements a Cyclic Redundancy Check (CRC) function. It supports both 32-bit and 16-bit polynomials. The sup-
ported 32-bit polynomial is 0x04C11DB7 (IEEE 802.3), while the 16-bit polynomial can be programmed to any value, depending on the
needs of the application.

3.7.2  Crypto Accelerator (CRYPTO)

The Crypto Accelerator is a fast and energy-efficient autonomous hardware encryption and decryption accelerator. Tiny Gecko Series 1
devices support AES encryption and decryption with 128- or 256-bit keys, ECC over both GF(P) and GF(2m), and SHA-1 and SHA-2
(SHA-224 and SHA-256).

Supported block cipher modes of operation for AES include: ECB, CTR, CBC, PCBC, CFB, OFB, GCM, CBC-MAC, GMAC and CCM.

Supported ECC NIST recommended curves include P-192, P-224, P-256, K-163, K-233, B-163 and B-233.

The CRYPTO module allows fast processing of GCM (AES), ECC and SHA with little CPU intervention. CRYPTO also provides trigger
signals for DMA read and write operations.

3.7.3  True Random Number Generator (TRNG)

The TRNG module is a non-deterministic random number generator based on a full hardware solution. The TRNG is validated with
NIST800-22 and AIS-31 test suites as well as being suitable for FIPS 140-2 certification (for the purposes of cryptographic key genera-
tion).

3.7.4  Security Management Unit (SMU)

The Security Management Unit (SMU) allows software to set up fine-grained security for peripheral access, which is not possible in the
Memory Protection Unit (MPU). Peripherals may be secured by hardware on an individual basis, such that only priveleged accesses to
the peripheral's register interface will be allowed. When an access fault occurs, the SMU reports the specific peripheral involved and
can optionally generate an interrupt.

3.8  Analog
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4.1.17  Operational Amplifier (OPAMP)

Unless otherwise indicated, specified conditions are: Non-inverting input configuration, VDD = 3.3 V, DRIVESTRENGTH = 2, MAIN-
OUTEN = 1, CLOAD = 75 pF with OUTSCALE = 0, or CLOAD = 37.5 pF with OUTSCALE = 1. Unit gain buffer and 3X-gain connection as
specified in table footnotes8 1.

Table 4.24.  Operational Amplifier (OPAMP)

Parameter Symbol Test Condition Min Typ Max Unit

Supply voltage (from AVDD) VOPA HCMDIS = 0, Rail-to-rail input
range

2 — 3.8 V

HCMDIS = 1 1.62 — 3.8 V

Input voltage VIN HCMDIS = 0, Rail-to-rail input
range

VVSS — VOPA V

HCMDIS = 1 VVSS — VOPA-1.2 V

Input impedance RIN 100 — — MΩ

Output voltage VOUT VVSS — VOPA V

Load capacitance2 CLOAD OUTSCALE = 0 — — 75 pF

OUTSCALE = 1 — — 37.5 pF

Output impedance ROUT DRIVESTRENGTH = 2 or 3, 0.4 V
≤ VOUT ≤ VOPA - 0.4 V, -8 mA <
IOUT < 8 mA, Buffer connection,
Full supply range

— 0.25 — Ω

DRIVESTRENGTH = 0 or 1, 0.4 V
≤ VOUT ≤ VOPA - 0.4 V, -400 µA <
IOUT < 400 µA, Buffer connection,
Full supply range

— 0.6 — Ω

DRIVESTRENGTH = 2 or 3, 0.1 V
≤ VOUT ≤ VOPA - 0.1 V, -2 mA <
IOUT < 2 mA, Buffer connection,
Full supply range

— 0.4 — Ω

DRIVESTRENGTH = 0 or 1, 0.1 V
≤ VOUT ≤ VOPA - 0.1 V, -100 µA <
IOUT < 100 µA, Buffer connection,
Full supply range

— 1 — Ω

Internal closed-loop gain GCL Buffer connection TBD 1 TBD -

3x Gain connection TBD 2.99 TBD -

16x Gain connection TBD 15.7 TBD -

Active current4 IOPA DRIVESTRENGTH = 3, OUT-
SCALE = 0

— 580 — µA

DRIVESTRENGTH = 2, OUT-
SCALE = 0

— 176 — µA

DRIVESTRENGTH = 1, OUT-
SCALE = 0

— 13 — µA

DRIVESTRENGTH = 0, OUT-
SCALE = 0

— 4.7 — µA
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Figure 4.6.  EM0 and EM1 Mode Typical Supply Current vs. Supply

Typical supply current for EM2, EM3 and EM4H using standard software libraries from Silicon Laboratories.
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Pin Name Pin(s) Description Pin Name Pin(s) Description

PA14 8 GPIO RESETn 9

Reset input, active low. To apply an ex-
ternal reset source to this pin, it is re-
quired to only drive this pin low during
reset, and let the internal pull-up ensure
that reset is released.

PB11 10 GPIO AVDD 11 Analog power supply.

PB13 12 GPIO PB14 13 GPIO

PD4 15 GPIO PD5 16 GPIO

PD6 17 GPIO PD7 18 GPIO

VREGSW 20 DCDC regulator switching node VREGVDD 21 Voltage regulator VDD input

DVDD 22 Digital power supply. DECOUPLE 23
Decouple output for on-chip voltage
regulator. An external decoupling ca-
pacitor is required at this pin.

PE4 24 GPIO PE5 25 GPIO

PC15 26 GPIO (5V) PF0 27 GPIO (5V)

PF1 28 GPIO (5V) PF2 29 GPIO

PE11 31 GPIO PE12 32 GPIO

Note:
1. GPIO with 5V tolerance are indicated by (5V).
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11.3  QFN32 Package Marking

PPPPPPPPPP
TTTTTT
YYWW    

EFM32

Figure 11.3.  QFN32 Package Marking

The package marking consists of:
• PPPPPPPPPP – The part number designation.
• TTTTTT – A trace or manufacturing code. The first letter is the device revision.
• YY – The last 2 digits of the assembly year.
• WW – The 2-digit workweek when the device was assembled.
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