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Welcome to E-XFL.COM

What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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FIGURE 1-1: PIC18F6XJ10/6XJ15 (64-PIN) BLOCK DIAGRAM   
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6.1.6.2 Return Stack Pointer (STKPTR)
The STKPTR register (Register 6-2) contains the Stack
Pointer value, the STKFUL (Stack Full) status bit and
the STKUNF (Stack Underflow) status bit. The value of
the Stack Pointer can be 0 through 31. The Stack
Pointer increments before values are pushed onto the
stack and decrements after values are popped off the
stack. On Reset, the Stack Pointer value will be zero.
The user may read and write the Stack Pointer value.
This feature can be used by a Real-Time Operating
System (RTOS) for return stack maintenance.

After the PC is pushed onto the stack 31 times (without
popping any values off the stack), the STKFUL bit is
set. The STKFUL bit is cleared by software or by a
POR.

The action that takes place when the stack becomes
full depends on the state of the STVREN (Stack Over-
flow Reset Enable) Configuration bit. (Refer to
Section 24.1 “Configuration Bits” for a description of
the device Configuration bits.) If STVREN is set
(default), the 31st push will push the (PC + 2) value
onto the stack, set the STKFUL bit and reset the
device. The STKFUL bit will remain set and the Stack
Pointer will be set to zero.

If STVREN is cleared, the STKFUL bit will be set on the
31st push and the Stack Pointer will increment to 31.
Any additional pushes will not overwrite the 31st push
and the STKPTR will remain at 31.

When the stack has been popped enough times to
unload the stack, the next pop will return a value of zero
to the PC and set the STKUNF bit, while the Stack
Pointer remains at zero. The STKUNF bit will remain
set until cleared by software or until a POR occurs.

6.1.6.3 PUSH and POP Instructions
Since the Top-of-Stack is readable and writable, the
ability to push values onto the stack and pull values off
the stack, without disturbing normal program execu-
tion, is a desirable feature. The PIC18 instruction set
includes two instructions, PUSH and POP, that permit
the TOS to be manipulated under software control.
TOSU, TOSH and TOSL can be modified to place data
or a return address on the stack.

The PUSH instruction places the current PC value onto
the stack. This increments the Stack Pointer and loads
the current PC value onto the stack.

The POP instruction discards the current TOS by
decrementing the Stack Pointer. The previous value
pushed onto the stack then becomes the TOS value.

              

Note: Returning a value of zero to the PC on an
underflow has the effect of vectoring the
program to the Reset vector, where the
stack conditions can be verified and
appropriate actions can be taken. This is
not the same as a Reset, as the contents
of the SFRs are not affected.

REGISTER 6-2: STKPTR: STACK POINTER REGISTER

R/C-0 R/C-0 U-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0
STKFUL(1) STKUNF(1) — SP4 SP3 SP2 SP1 SP0

bit 7 bit 0

Legend: C = Clearable bit
R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’
-n = Value at POR ‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

bit 7 STKFUL: Stack Full Flag bit(1)

1 = Stack became full or overflowed 
0 = Stack has not become full or overflowed

bit 6 STKUNF: Stack Underflow Flag bit(1)

1 = Stack underflow occurred 
0 = Stack underflow did not occur

bit 5 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’
bit 4-0 SP<4:0>: Stack Pointer Location bits

Note 1: Bit 7 and bit 6 are cleared by user software or by a POR.
DS39663F-page 64 © 2009 Microchip Technology Inc.
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8.2 Address and Data Width
The PIC18F87J10 family of devices can be indepen-
dently configured for different address and data widths
on the same memory bus. Both address and data width
are set by Configuration bits in the CONFIG3L register.
As Configuration bits, this means that these options
can only be configured by programming the device and
are not controllable in software.

The BW bit selects an 8-bit or 16-bit data bus width.
Setting this bit (default) selects a data width of 16 bits.

The EMB<1:0> bits determine both the program
memory operating mode and the address bus width.
The available options are 20-bit, 16-bit and 12-bit, as
well as Microcontroller mode (external bus disabled).
Selecting a 16-bit or 12-bit width makes a correspond-
ing number of high-order lines available for I/O
functions. These pins are no longer affected by the
setting of the EBDIS bit. For example, selecting a
16-Bit Addressing mode (EMB<1:0> = 01) disables
A<19:16> and allows PORTH<3:0> to function without
interruptions from the bus. Using the smaller address
widths allows users to tailor the memory bus to the size
of the external memory space for a particular design
while freeing up pins for dedicated I/O operation.

Because the EMB bits have the effect of disabling pins
for memory bus operations, it is important to always
select an address width at least equal to the data width.
If a 12-bit address width is used with a 16-bit data
width, the upper four bits of data will not be available on
the bus.

All combinations of address and data widths require
multiplexing of address and data information on the
same lines. The address and data multiplexing, as well
as I/O ports made available by the use of smaller
address widths, are summarized in Table 8-2.

8.2.1 ADDRESS SHIFTING ON THE 
EXTERNAL BUS

By default, the address presented on the external bus
is the value of the PC. In practical terms, this means
that addresses in the external memory device below
the top of on-chip memory are unavailable to the micro-
controller. To access these physical locations, the glue
logic between the microcontroller and the external
memory must somehow translate addresses.

To simplify the interface, the external bus offers an
extension of Extended Microcontroller mode that
automatically performs address shifting. This feature is
controlled by the EASHFT Configuration bit. Setting
this bit offsets addresses on the bus by the size of the
microcontroller’s on-chip program memory and sets
the bottom address at 0000h. This allows the device to
use the entire range of physical addresses of the
external memory.

8.2.2 21-BIT ADDRESSING
As an extension of 20-bit address width operation, the
external memory bus can also fully address a 2-Mbyte
memory space. This is done by using the Bus Address
bit 0 (BA0) control line as the Least Significant bit of the
address. The UB and LB control signals may also be
used with certain memory devices to select the upper
and lower bytes within a 16-bit wide data word.

This addressing mode is available in both 8-Bit and
certain 16-Bit Data Width modes. Additional details are
provided in Section 8.6.3 “16-Bit Byte Select Mode”
and Section 8.7 “8-Bit Mode”.

TABLE 8-2: ADDRESS AND DATA LINES FOR DIFFERENT ADDRESS AND DATA WIDTHS

Data Width Address Width
Multiplexed Data and 
Address Lines (and 

Corresponding Ports)

Address Only Lines (and 
Corresponding Ports)

Ports Available 
for I/O 

8-Bit

12-Bit

AD<7:0>
(PORTD<7:0>)

AD<11:8>
(PORTE<3:0>)

PORTE<7:4>,
All of PORTH

16-Bit AD<15:8>
(PORTE<7:0>) All of PORTH

20-Bit
A<19:16>, AD<15:8>

(PORTH<3:0>,
PORTE<7:0>)

—

16-Bit
16-Bit AD<15:0>

(PORTD<7:0>,
PORTE<7:0>)

— All of PORTH

20-Bit A<19:16>
(PORTH<3:0>) —
© 2009 Microchip Technology Inc. DS39663F-page 97
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Example 9-3 shows the sequence to do a 16 x 16
unsigned multiplication. Equation 9-1 shows the
algorithm that is used. The 32-bit result is stored in four
registers (RES3:RES0).

EQUATION 9-1: 16 x 16 UNSIGNED 
MULTIPLICATION 
ALGORITHM 

EXAMPLE 9-3: 16 x 16 UNSIGNED 
MULTIPLY ROUTINE 

Example 9-4 shows the sequence to do a 16 x 16
signed multiply. Equation 9-2 shows the algorithm
used. The 32-bit result is stored in four registers
(RES3:RES0). To account for the sign bits of the
arguments, the MSb for each argument pair is tested
and the appropriate subtractions are done.

EQUATION 9-2: 16 x 16 SIGNED 
MULTIPLICATION 
ALGORITHM 

EXAMPLE 9-4: 16 x 16 SIGNED 
MULTIPLY ROUTINE 

RES3:RES0 = ARG1H:ARG1L • ARG2H:ARG2L
= (ARG1H • ARG2H • 216) +

(ARG1H • ARG2L • 28) +
(ARG1L • ARG2H • 28) +
(ARG1L • ARG2L)

MOVF ARG1L, W 
MULWF ARG2L ; ARG1L * ARG2L-> 

; PRODH:PRODL 
MOVFF PRODH, RES1 ; 
MOVFF PRODL, RES0 ; 

; 
MOVF ARG1H, W 
MULWF ARG2H ; ARG1H * ARG2H-> 

; PRODH:PRODL 
MOVFF PRODH, RES3 ; 
MOVFF PRODL, RES2 ; 

; 
MOVF ARG1L, W 
MULWF ARG2H ; ARG1L * ARG2H-> 

; PRODH:PRODL 
MOVF PRODL, W ; 
ADDWF RES1, F ; Add cross 
MOVF PRODH, W ; products 
ADDWFC RES2, F ; 
CLRF WREG ; 
ADDWFC RES3, F ; 

; 
MOVF ARG1H, W ; 
MULWF ARG2L ; ARG1H * ARG2L-> 

; PRODH:PRODL 
MOVF PRODL, W ; 
ADDWF RES1, F ; Add cross 
MOVF PRODH, W ; products 
ADDWFC RES2, F ; 
CLRF WREG ; 
ADDWFC RES3, F ; 

RES3:RES0 = ARG1H:ARG1L • ARG2H:ARG2L
= (ARG1H • ARG2H • 216) +

(ARG1H • ARG2L • 28) +
(ARG1L • ARG2H • 28) +
(ARG1L • ARG2L) +
(-1 • ARG2H<7> • ARG1H:ARG1L • 216) +
(-1 • ARG1H<7> • ARG2H:ARG2L • 216)

MOVF ARG1L, W 
MULWF ARG2L ; ARG1L * ARG2L -> 

; PRODH:PRODL 
MOVFF PRODH, RES1 ; 
MOVFF PRODL, RES0 ; 

; 
MOVF ARG1H, W 
MULWF ARG2H ; ARG1H * ARG2H -> 

; PRODH:PRODL 
MOVFF PRODH, RES3 ; 
MOVFF PRODL, RES2 ; 

; 
MOVF ARG1L, W 
MULWF ARG2H ; ARG1L * ARG2H -> 

; PRODH:PRODL 
MOVF PRODL, W ; 
ADDWF RES1, F ; Add cross 
MOVF PRODH, W ; products 
ADDWFC RES2, F ; 
CLRF WREG ; 
ADDWFC RES3, F ; 

; 
MOVF ARG1H, W ; 
MULWF ARG2L ; ARG1H * ARG2L -> 

; PRODH:PRODL 
MOVF PRODL, W ; 
ADDWF RES1, F ; Add cross 
MOVF PRODH, W ; products 
ADDWFC RES2, F ; 
CLRF WREG ; 
ADDWFC RES3, F ; 

; 
BTFSS ARG2H, 7 ; ARG2H:ARG2L neg? 
BRA SIGN_ARG1 ; no, check ARG1 
MOVF ARG1L, W ; 
SUBWF RES2 ; 
MOVF ARG1H, W ; 
SUBWFB RES3 

; 
SIGN_ARG1 

BTFSS ARG1H, 7 ; ARG1H:ARG1L neg? 
BRA CONT_CODE ; no, done 
MOVF ARG2L, W ; 
SUBWF RES2 ; 
MOVF ARG2H, W ; 
SUBWFB RES3 

; 
CONT_CODE 
   :
DS39663F-page 108 © 2009 Microchip Technology Inc.
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TABLE 11-12: SUMMARY OF REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH PORTE         

RE6/AD14/
P1B

RE6 0 O DIG LATE<6> data output.
1 I ST PORTE<6> data input.

AD14(3) x O DIG External memory interface, address/data bit 14 output.(2)

x I TTL External memory interface, data bit 14 input.(2)

P1B(1) 0 O DIG ECCP1 Enhanced PWM output, Channel B; takes priority over port 
and PSP data. May be configured for tri-state during Enhanced PWM 
shutdown events.

RE7/AD15/
ECCP2/P2A

RE7 0 O DIG LATE<7> data output.
1 I ST PORTE<7> data input.

AD15(3) x O DIG External memory interface, address/data bit 15 output.(2)

x I TTL External memory interface, data bit 15 input.(2)

ECCP2(4) 0 O DIG CCP2 compare output and CCP2 PWM output; takes priority over 
port data.

1 I ST CCP2 capture input.
P2A(4) 0 O DIG ECCP2 Enhanced PWM output, Channel A; takes priority over port 

and PSP data. May be configured for tri-state during Enhanced PWM 
shutdown events.

Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Reset 
Values 

on page

PORTE RE7 RE6 RE5 RE4 RE3 RE2 RE1 RE0 56
LATE LATE7 LATE6 LATE5 LATE4 LATE3 LATE2 LATE1 LATE0 56
TRISE TRISE7 TRISE6 TRISE5 TRISE4 TRISE3 TRISE2 TRISE1 TRISE0 56
PORTG RDPU REPU RJPU(1) RG4 RG3 RG2 RG1 RG0 56
Legend: Shaded cells are not used by PORTE.
Note 1: Unimplemented on 64-pin devices, read as ‘0’.

TABLE 11-11:  PORTE FUNCTIONS (CONTINUED)

Pin Name Function TRIS 
Setting I/O I/O 

Type Description

Legend: PWR = Power Supply, O = Output, I = Input, ANA = Analog Signal, DIG = Digital Output, ST = Schmitt Buffer Input, 
TTL = TTL Buffer Input, x = Don’t care (TRIS bit does not affect port direction or is overridden for this option).

Note 1: Default assignments for P1B/P1C and P3B/P3C when ECCPMX Configuration bit is set (80-pin devices only).
2: External memory interface I/O takes priority over all other digital and PSP I/O.
3: Available on 80-pin devices only.
4: Alternate assignment for ECCP2/P2A when the CCP2MX Configuration bit is cleared (all devices in Microcontroller mode).
© 2009 Microchip Technology Inc. DS39663F-page 139
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11.9 PORTH, LATH and 

TRISH Registers

PORTH is an 8-bit wide, bidirectional I/O port. The cor-
responding Data Direction register is TRISH. Setting a
TRISH bit (= 1) will make the corresponding PORTH
pin an input (i.e., put the corresponding output driver in
a high-impedance mode). Clearing a TRISH bit (= 0)
will make the corresponding PORTH pin an output (i.e.,
put the contents of the output latch on the selected pin).
PORTH<3:0> pins are digital only and tolerate voltages
up to 5.5V.

The Output Latch register (LATH) is also memory
mapped. Read-modify-write operations on the LATH
register read and write the latched output value for
PORTH.

All pins on PORTH are implemented with Schmitt
Trigger input buffers. Each pin is individually
configurable as an input or output.

When the external memory interface is enabled, four of
the PORTH pins function as the high-order address
lines for the interface. The address output from the
interface takes priority over other digital I/O. The
corresponding TRISH bits are also overridden.

PORTH pins, RH4 through RH7, are multiplexed with
analog converter inputs. The operation of these pins as
analog inputs is selected by clearing or setting the
PCFG<3:0> control bits in the ADCON1 register.

PORTH can also be configured as the alternate
Enhanced PWM output Channels B and C for the
ECCP1 and ECCP3 modules. This is done by clearing
the ECCPMX Configuration bit. 

EXAMPLE 11-8: INITIALIZING PORTH

Note: PORTH is available only on 80-pin
devices.

CLRF PORTH ; Initialize PORTH by 
; clearing output 
; data latches 

CLRF LATH ; Alternate method 
; to clear output 
; data latches 

MOVLW 0Fh ; Configure PORTH as
MOVWF ADCON1 ; digital I/O
MOVLW 0CFh ; Value used to 

; initialize data 
; direction 

MOVWF TRISH ; Set RH3:RH0 as inputs
; RH5:RH4 as outputs 
; RH7:RH6 as inputs 
DS39663F-page 144 © 2009 Microchip Technology Inc.
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15.2 Timer3 16-Bit Read/Write Mode
Timer3 can be configured for 16-bit reads and writes
(see Figure 15-2). When the RD16 control bit
(T3CON<7>) is set, the address for TMR3H is mapped
to a buffer register for the high byte of Timer3. A read
from TMR3L will load the contents of the high byte of
Timer3 into the Timer3 High Byte Buffer register. This
provides the user with the ability to accurately read all
16 bits of Timer1 without having to determine whether
a read of the high byte, followed by a read of the low
byte, has become invalid due to a rollover between
reads.

A write to the high byte of Timer3 must also take place
through the TMR3H Buffer register. The Timer3 high
byte is updated with the contents of TMR3H when a
write occurs to TMR3L. This allows a user to write all
16 bits to both the high and low bytes of Timer3 at once.

The high byte of Timer3 is not directly readable or
writable in this mode. All reads and writes must take
place through the Timer3 High Byte Buffer register. 

Writes to TMR3H do not clear the Timer3 prescaler.
The prescaler is only cleared on writes to TMR3L.

15.3 Using the Timer1 Oscillator as the 
Timer3 Clock Source

The Timer1 internal oscillator may be used as the clock
source for Timer3. The Timer1 oscillator is enabled by
setting the T1OSCEN (T1CON<3>) bit. To use it as the
Timer3 clock source, the TMR3CS bit must also be set.
As previously noted, this also configures Timer3 to
increment on every rising edge of the oscillator source.

The Timer1 oscillator is described in Section 13.0
“Timer1 Module”.

15.4 Timer3 Interrupt
The TMR3 register pair (TMR3H:TMR3L) increments
from 0000h to FFFFh and overflows to 0000h. The
Timer3 interrupt, if enabled, is generated on overflow
and is latched in interrupt flag bit, TMR3IF (PIR2<1>).
This interrupt can be enabled or disabled by setting or
clearing the Timer3 Interrupt Enable bit, TMR3IE
(PIE2<1>).

15.5 Resetting Timer3 Using the ECCP 
Special Event Trigger

If ECCP1 or ECCP2 is configured to use Timer3 and to
generate a Special Event Trigger in Compare mode
(CCPxM<3:0> = 1011), this signal will reset Timer3.
The trigger from ECCP2 will also start an A/D conver-
sion if the A/D module is enabled (see Section 18.2.1
“Special Event Trigger” for more information). 

The module must be configured as either a timer or
synchronous counter to take advantage of this feature.
When used this way, the CCPRxH:CCPRxL register
pair effectively becomes a period register for Timer3.

If Timer3 is running in Asynchronous Counter mode,
the Reset operation may not work. 

In the event that a write to Timer3 coincides with a
Special Event Trigger from an ECCP module, the write
will take precedence. 

TABLE 15-1: REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH TIMER3 AS A TIMER/COUNTER        

Note: The Special Event Triggers from the
ECCPx module will not set the TMR3IF
interrupt flag bit (PIR1<0>). 

Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Reset 
Values 

on page

INTCON GIE/GIEH PEIE/GIEL TMR0IE INT0IE RBIE TMR0IF INT0IF RBIF 53
PIR2 OSCFIF CMIF — — BCL1IF — TMR3IF CCP2IF 55
PIE2 OSCFIE CMIE — — BCL1IE — TMR3IE CCP2IE 55
IPR2 OSCFIP CMIP — — BCL1IP — TMR3IP CCP2IP 55
TMR3L Timer3 Register Low Byte 55
TMR3H Timer3 Register High Byte 55

T1CON RD16 T1RUN T1CKPS1 T1CKPS0 T1OSCEN T1SYNC TMR1CS TMR1ON 54

T3CON RD16 T3CCP2 T3CKPS1 T3CKPS0 T3CCP1 T3SYNC TMR3CS TMR3ON 55
Legend: — = unimplemented, read as ‘0’. Shaded cells are not used by the Timer3 module.
© 2009 Microchip Technology Inc. DS39663F-page 165
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FIGURE 18-8: PWM DIRECTION CHANGE

FIGURE 18-9: PWM DIRECTION CHANGE AT NEAR 100% DUTY CYCLE
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The P1A, P1B, P1C and P1D output latches may not be
in the proper states when the PWM module is initialized.
Enabling the PWM pins for output at the same time as
the ECCP1 module may cause damage to the applica-
tion circuit. The ECCP1 module must be enabled in the

proper output mode and complete a full PWM cycle
before configuring the PWM pins as outputs. The com-
pletion of a full PWM cycle is indicated by the TMR2IF
bit being set as the second PWM period begins.

FIGURE 18-10: PWM AUTO-SHUTDOWN (P1RSEN = 1, AUTO-RESTART ENABLED) 

FIGURE 18-11: PWM AUTO-SHUTDOWN (P1RSEN = 0, AUTO-RESTART DISABLED) 

Shutdown
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ECCP1ASE bit

Activity

Event

Shutdown
Event Occurs

Shutdown
Event Clears

PWM
Resumes

Normal PWM

Start of
PWM Period

PWM Period

Shutdown

PWM

ECCP1ASE bit

Activity

Event

Shutdown
Event Occurs

Shutdown
Event Clears

PWM
Resumes

Normal PWM

Start of
PWM Period

ECCP1ASE
Cleared by
Firmware

PWM Period
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REGISTER 19-6: SSPxADD: MSSP1 and MSSP2 ADDRESS REGISTER(1)

R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0
ADD7 ADD6 ADD5 ADD4 ADD3 ADD2 ADD1 ADD0

bit 7 bit 0

Legend:
R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’
-n = Value at POR ‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

bit 7-0 ADD<7:0>: MSSP Address bits

Note 1: MSSP1 and MSSP2 Address register in I2C Slave mode. MSSP1 and MSSP2 Baud Rate Reload register 
in I2C Master mode.
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FIGURE 19-8: I2C™ SLAVE MODE TIMING WITH SEN = 0 (RECEPTION, 7-BIT ADDRESSING)    
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19.4.6.1 I2C Master Mode Operation
The master device generates all of the serial clock
pulses and the Start and Stop conditions.   A transfer is
ended with a Stop condition or with a Repeated Start
condition. Since the Repeated Start condition is also
the beginning of the next serial transfer, the I2C bus will
not be released.

In Master Transmitter mode, serial data is output
through SDAx, while SCLx outputs the serial clock. The
first byte transmitted contains the slave address of the
receiving device (7 bits) and the Read/Write (R/W) bit.
In this case, the R/W bit will be logic ‘0’. Serial data is
transmitted 8 bits at a time. After each byte is transmit-
ted, an Acknowledge bit is received. Start and Stop
conditions are output to indicate the beginning and the
end of a serial transfer.

In Master Receive mode, the first byte transmitted
contains the slave address of the transmitting device
(7 bits) and the R/W bit. In this case, the R/W bit will be
logic ‘1’. Thus, the first byte transmitted is a 7-bit slave
address, followed by a ‘1’ to indicate the receive bit.
Serial data is received via SDAx, while SCLx outputs
the serial clock. Serial data is received 8 bits at a time.
After each byte is received, an Acknowledge bit is
transmitted. Start and Stop conditions indicate the
beginning and end of transmission.

The Baud Rate Generator used for the SPI mode
operation is used to set the SCLx clock frequency for
either 100 kHz, 400 kHz or 1 MHz I2C operation. See
Section 19.4.7 “Baud Rate” for more detail.

A typical transmit sequence would go as follows:

1. The user generates a Start condition by setting
the Start Enable bit, SEN (SSPxCON2<0>).

2. SSPxIF is set. The MSSP module will wait the
required start time before any other operation
takes place.

3. The user loads the SSPxBUF with the slave
address to transmit.

4. Address is shifted out the SDAx pin until all 8 bits
are transmitted.

5. The MSSP module shifts in the ACK bit from the
slave device and writes its value into the
SSPxCON2 register (SSPxCON2<6>).

6. The MSSP module generates an interrupt at the
end of the ninth clock cycle by setting the
SSPxIF bit.

7. The user loads the SSPxBUF with eight bits of
data. 

8. Data is shifted out the SDAx pin until all 8 bits
are transmitted.

9. The MSSP module shifts in the ACK bit from the
slave device and writes its value into the
SSPxCON2 register (SSPxCON2<6>).

10. The MSSP module generates an interrupt at the
end of the ninth clock cycle by setting the
SSPxIF bit.

11. The user generates a Stop condition by setting
the Stop Enable bit, PEN (SSPxCON2<2>).

12. Interrupt is generated once the Stop condition is
complete.
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REGISTER 21-2: ADCON1: A/D CONTROL REGISTER 1

U-0 U-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0
— — VCFG1 VCFG0 PCFG3 PCFG2 PCFG1 PCFG0

bit 7 bit 0

Legend:
R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’
-n = Value at POR ‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

bit 7-6 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’
bit 5 VCFG1: Voltage Reference Configuration bit (VREF- source)

1 = VREF- (AN2)
0 = AVSS

bit 4 VCFG0: Voltage Reference Configuration bit (VREF+ source)
1 = VREF+ (AN3)
0 = AVDD

bit 3-0 PCFG<3:0>: A/D Port Configuration Control bits:

Note 1: AN12 through AN15 are available only in 80-pin devices.

 

A = Analog input D = Digital I/O

PCFG<3:0>

A
N

15
(1

)

A
N

14
(1

)

A
N

13
(1

)

A
N

12
(1

)

A
N

11

A
N

10

A
N

9

A
N

8

A
N

7

A
N

6

A
N

4

A
N

3

A
N

2

A
N

1

A
N

0

0000 A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

0001 D D A A A A A A A A A A A A A

0010 D D D A A A A A A A A A A A A

0011 D D D D A A A A A A A A A A A

0100 D D D D D A A A A A A A A A A

0101 D D D D D D A A A A A A A A A

0110 D D D D D D D A A A A A A A A

0111 D D D D D D D D A A A A A A A

1000 D D D D D D D D D A A A A A A

1001 D D D D D D D D D D A A A A A

1010 D D D D D D D D D D A A A A A

1011 D D D D D D D D D D D A A A A

1100 D D D D D D D D D D D D A A A

1101 D D D D D D D D D D D D D A A

1110 D D D D D D D D D D D D D D A

1111 D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
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After the A/D module has been configured as desired,
the selected channel must be acquired before the
conversion is started. The analog input channels must
have their corresponding TRIS bits selected as an
input. To determine acquisition time, see Section 21.1
“A/D Acquisition Requirements”. After this acquisi-
tion time has elapsed, the A/D conversion can be
started. An acquisition time can be programmed to
occur between setting the GO/DONE bit and the actual
start of the conversion.

The following steps should be followed to do an A/D
conversion:

1. Configure the A/D module:
• Configure analog pins, voltage reference and 

digital I/O (ADCON1)
• Select A/D input channel (ADCON0)
• Select A/D acquisition time (ADCON2)
• Select A/D conversion clock (ADCON2)
• Turn on A/D module (ADCON0)

2. Configure A/D interrupt (if desired):
• Clear ADIF bit 
• Set ADIE bit 
• Set GIE bit 

3. Wait the required acquisition time (if required).
4. Start conversion:

• Set GO/DONE bit (ADCON0<1>)
5. Wait for A/D conversion to complete, by either:

• Polling for the GO/DONE bit to be cleared

OR

• Waiting for the A/D interrupt
6. Read A/D Result registers (ADRESH:ADRESL);

clear bit, ADIF, if required.
7. For next conversion, go to step 1 or step 2, as

required. The A/D conversion time per bit is
defined as TAD. A minimum wait of 2 TAD is
required before next acquisition starts.

FIGURE 21-2: ANALOG INPUT MODEL                

VAIN CPIN

RS ANx

5 pF

VDD

VT = 0.6V

VT = 0.6V
ILEAKAGE

RIC ≤ 1k

Sampling
Switch

SS RSS

CHOLD = 25 pF

VSS

6V

Sampling Switch

5V
4V
3V
2V

1 2 3 4
(kΩ)

VDD

±100 nA

Legend: CPIN

VT
ILEAKAGE

RIC

SS
CHOLD

= Input Capacitance
= Threshold Voltage
= Leakage Current at the pin due to

= Interconnect Resistance
= Sampling Switch
= Sample/Hold Capacitance (from DAC)

various junctions

= Sampling Switch ResistanceRSS
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22.9 Analog Input Connection

Considerations
A simplified circuit for an analog input is shown in
Figure 22-4. Since the analog pins are connected to a
digital output, they have reverse biased diodes to VDD
and VSS. The analog input, therefore, must be between
VSS and VDD. If the input voltage deviates from this

range by more than 0.6V in either direction, one of the
diodes is forward biased and a latch-up condition may
occur. A maximum source impedance of 10 kΩ is
recommended for the analog sources. Any external
component connected to an analog input pin, such as
a capacitor or a Zener diode, should have very little
leakage current.

FIGURE 22-4: COMPARATOR ANALOG INPUT MODEL        

TABLE 22-1: REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH COMPARATOR MODULE  

Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Reset 
Values 

on page

INTCON GIE/GIEH PEIE/GIEL TMR0IE INT0IE RBIE TMR0IF INT0IF RBIF 53
PIR2 OSCFIF CMIF — — BCL1IF — TMR3IF CCP2IF 55
PIE2 OSCFIE CMIE — — BCL1IE — TMR3IE CCP2IE 55
IPR2 OSCFIP CMIP — — BCL1IP — TMR3IP CCP2IP 55
CMCON C2OUT C1OUT C2INV C1INV CIS CM2 CM1 CM0 55
CVRCON CVREN CVROE CVRR CVRSS CVR3 CVR2 CVR1 CVR0 55
PORTF RF7 RF6 RF5 RF4 RF3 RF2 RF1 — 56
LATF LATF7 LATF6 LATF5 LATF4 LATF3 LATF2 LATF1 — 56
TRISF TRISF7 TRISF6 TRISF5 TRISF4 TRISF3 TRISF2 TRISF1 — 56
Legend: — = unimplemented, read as ‘0’. Shaded cells are unused by the comparator module.

VA

RS < 10k

AIN
CPIN
5 pF

VDD

VT = 0.6V

VT = 0.6V

RIC

ILEAKAGE
±500 nA

VSS

Legend: CPIN = Input Capacitance
VT = Threshold Voltage
ILEAKAGE = Leakage Current at the pin due to various junctions
RIC = Interconnect Resistance
RS = Source Impedance
VA = Analog Voltage

Comparator
Input
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RCALL Relative Call

Syntax: RCALL    n

Operands: -1024 ≤ n ≤ 1023

Operation: (PC) + 2 → TOS,
(PC) + 2 + 2n → PC

Status Affected: None

Encoding: 1101 1nnn nnnn nnnn

Description: Subroutine call with a jump up to 1K 
from the current location. First, return 
address (PC + 2) is pushed onto the 
stack. Then, add the 2’s complement 
number ‘2n’ to the PC. Since the PC will 
have incremented to fetch the next 
instruction, the new address will be 
PC + 2 + 2n. This instruction is a 
two-cycle instruction.

Words: 1

Cycles: 2

Q Cycle Activity:
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Decode Read literal 
‘n’

PUSH PC 
to stack

Process 
Data

Write to PC

No 
operation

No 
operation

No 
operation

No 
operation

Example: HERE RCALL Jump

Before Instruction
PC = Address (HERE)

After Instruction
PC = Address (Jump)
TOS = Address (HERE + 2)

RESET Reset

Syntax: RESET

Operands: None

Operation: Reset all registers and flags that are 
affected by a MCLR Reset.

Status Affected: All

Encoding: 0000 0000 1111 1111

Description: This instruction provides a way to 
execute a MCLR Reset in software.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Q Cycle Activity:
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Decode Start 
reset

No 
operation

No 
operation

Example: RESET

After Instruction
Registers = Reset Value
Flags* = Reset Value
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MOVSS Move Indexed to Indexed

Syntax: MOVSS   [zs], [zd]
Operands: 0 ≤ zs ≤ 127

0 ≤ zd ≤ 127
Operation: ((FSR2) + zs) → ((FSR2) + zd)
Status Affected: None
Encoding:
1st word (source)
2nd word (dest.)

1110
1111

1011
xxxx

1zzz
xzzz

zzzzs
zzzzd

Description The contents of the source register are 
moved to the destination register. The 
addresses of the source and destination 
registers are determined by adding the 
7-bit literal offsets ‘zs’ or ‘zd’, 
respectively, to the value of FSR2. Both 
registers can be located anywhere in 
the 4096-byte data memory space 
(000h to FFFh).

The MOVSS instruction cannot use the 
PCL, TOSU, TOSH or TOSL as the 
destination register.

If the resultant source address points to 
an Indirect Addressing register, the 
value returned will be 00h. If the 
resultant destination address points to 
an Indirect Addressing register, the 
instruction will execute as a NOP.

Words: 2
Cycles: 2
Q Cycle Activity:

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
Decode Determine 

source addr
Determine

source addr
Read 

source reg
Decode Determine

dest addr
Determine
dest addr

Write 
to dest reg

Example: MOVSS [05h], [06h]

Before Instruction
FSR2 = 80h
Contents
of 85h = 33h
Contents
of 86h = 11h

After Instruction
FSR2 = 80h
Contents
of 85h = 33h
Contents
of 86h = 33h

PUSHL Store Literal at FSR2, Decrement FSR2

Syntax: PUSHL k

Operands: 0 ≤ k ≤ 255

Operation: k → (FSR2),
FSR2 – 1 → FSR2

Status Affected: None

Encoding: 1111 1010 kkkk kkkk

Description: The 8-bit literal ‘k’ is written to the data 
memory address specified by FSR2. 
FSR2 is decremented by 1 after the 
operation. 

This instruction allows users to push 
values onto a software stack.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Q Cycle Activity:
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Decode Read ‘k’ Process
data

Write to
destination

Example: PUSHL 08h

Before Instruction
FSR2H:FSR2L = 01ECh
Memory (01ECh) = 00h

After Instruction
FSR2H:FSR2L = 01EBh
Memory (01ECh) = 08h
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APPENDIX A: MIGRATION 
BETWEEN HIGH-END 
DEVICE FAMILIES

Devices in the PIC18F87J10 and PIC18F8722 families
are very similar in their functions and feature sets.
However, there are some potentially important differ-
ences which should be considered when migrating an
application across device families to achieve a new
design goal. These are summarized in Table A-1. The
areas of difference which could be a major impact on
migration are discussed in greater detail later in this
section.

TABLE A-1: NOTABLE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PIC18F8722 AND PIC18F87J10 FAMILIES 
Characteristic PIC18F87J10 Family PIC18F8722 Family

Operating Frequency 40 MHz @ 2.7V 40 MHz @ 4.2V
Supply Voltage 2.0V-3.6V, dual voltage requirement 2.0V-5.5V
Operating Current Low Lower
Program Memory Endurance 1,000 write/erase cycles (typical) 100,000 write/erase cycles (typical)
I/O Sink/Source at 25 mA PORTB and PORTC only All ports
Input Voltage Tolerance on I/O pins 5.5V on digital only pins VDD on all I/O pins
I/O 66 (RA7, RA6, RE3 and RF0 

not available)
70

Pull-ups PORTB, PORTD, PORTE 
and PORTJ

PORTB

Oscillator Options Limited options (EC, HS, PLL, 
fixed 32 kHz INTRC)

More options (EC, HS, XT, LP, RC, 
PLL, flexible INTRC)

Program Memory Retention 20 years (minimum) 40 years (minimum)
Programming Time (Normalized) 2.8 ms/byte (2.8 ms/64-byte block)

      64
15.6 μs/byte (1 ms/64-byte block)

Programming Entry Low Voltage, Key Sequence VPP and LVP
Code Protection Single block, all or nothing Multiple code protection blocks
Configuration Words Stored in last 4 words of 

Program Memory space
Stored in Configuration Space, 

starting at 300000h
Start-up Time from Sleep 200 µs (typical) 10 µs (typical)
Power-up Timer Always on Configurable
Data EEPROM Not available Available
BOR Simple BOR with Voltage Regulator Programmable BOR
LVD Not available Available
A/D Channels 15 16
A/D Calibration Required Not required
Microprocessor mode (EMB) Not available Available
External Memory Addressing Address shifting available Address shifting not available
In-Circuit Emulation Not available Available
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APPENDIX B: REVISION HISTORY

Revision A (December 2004)
Original data sheet for PIC18F87J10 family devices.

Revision B (July 2005)
Packaging diagrams have been updated. Document
updated from Advanced to Preliminary. Updated all
TBDs in Section 27.0 “Electrical Characteristics”.
Edits to text throughout document.

Revision C (December 2005)
Packaging diagrams have been updated. Minor edits to
text throughout document.

Revision D (June 2006)
Electrical characteristics and packaging diagrams have
been updated. Minor edits to text throughout
document.

Revision E (June 2009)
Pin diagrams have been edited to indicate 5.5V tolerant
input pins. Packaging diagrams have been updated.
Section 2.0 “Guidelines for Getting Started with
PIC18FJ Microcontrollers” has been added. Minor text
edits throughout the document.

Revision F (September 2009)
Added Appendix B: “Revision History”.
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NOTES:
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