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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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PIC16(L)F15354/55
RC1/ANC1/CCP2(1)/IOCC1/SOSCI RC1 TTL/ST CMOS/OD General purpose I/O.

ANC1 AN — ADC Channel C1 input.

CCP2(1) TTL/ST CMOS/OD CCP2 Capture Input.

IOCC1 TTL/ST — Interrupt-on-change input.

SOSCI AN — 32.768 kHz secondary oscillator crystal driver input.

RC2/ANC2/CCP1(1)/IOCC2 RC2 TTL/ST CMOS/OD General purpose I/O.

ANC2 AN — ADC Channel C2 input.

CCP1(1) TTL/ST CMOS/OD CCP1 Capture Input.

IOCC2 TTL/ST — Interrupt-on-change input.

RC3/ANC3/SCL1(3,4)/SCK1(1)/T2IN(1)/
IOCC3

RC3 TTL/ST CMOS/OD General purpose I/O.

ANC3 AN — ADC Channel C3 input.

SCL1(3,4) I2C OD MSSP1 I2C input/output.

SCK1(1) TTL/ST CMOS/OD
MSSP1 SPI clock input/output (default input location, SCK1 
is a PPS remappable input and output).

T2IN(1) TTL/ST — Timer2 external input.

IOCC3 TTL/ST — Interrupt-on-change input.

RC4/ANC4/SDA1(3,4)/SDI1(1)/IOCC4 RC4 TTL/ST CMOS/OD General purpose I/O.

ANC4 AN — ADC Channel C4 input.

SDA1(3,4) I2C OD MSSP1 I2C serial data input/output.

SDI1(1) TTL/ST — MSSP1 SPI serial data input.

IOCC4 TTL/ST — Interrupt-on-change input.

RC5/ANC5/IOCC5 RC5 TTL/ST CMOS/OD General purpose I/O.

ANC5 AN — ADC Channel C5 input.

IOCC5 TTL/ST — Interrupt-on-change input.

RC6/ANC6/TX1/CK1(1)/IOCC6 RC6 TTL/ST CMOS/OD General purpose I/O.

ANC6 AN — ADC Channel C6 input.

TX1 — CMOS EUSART1 asynchronous transmit.

CK1(1) TTL/ST CMOS/OD EUSART 1 synchronous mode clock input/output.

IOCC6 TTL/ST — Interrupt-on-change input.

RC7/ANC7/RX1/DT1(3)/IOCC7 RC7 TTL/ST CMOS/OD General purpose I/O.

ANC7 AN — ADC Channel C7 input.

RX1 TTL/ST — EUSART1 Asynchronous mode receiver data input.

DT1(3) TTL/ST CMOS/OD EUSART1 Synchronous mode data input/output.

IOCC7 TTL/ST — Interrupt-on-change input.

TABLE 1-2: PIC16(L)F15354/55 PINOUT DESCRIPTION (CONTINUED) 

Name Function
Input 
Type

Output Type Description

Legend: AN =  Analog input or output  CMOS = CMOS compatible input or output  OD = Open-Drain
TTL =  TTL compatible input  ST = Schmitt Trigger input with CMOS levels I2C = Schmitt Trigger input with I2C
HV =  High Voltage XTAL = Crystal levels

Note 1: This is a PPS remappable input signal. The input function may be moved from the default location shown to one of several other PORTx 
pins. Refer to Table 15-2 for details on which PORT pins may be used for this signal.

2: All output signals shown in this row are PPS remappable. These signals may be mapped to output onto one of several PORTx pin 
options as described in Table 15-3.

3: This is a bidirectional signal. For normal module operation, the firmware should map this signal to the same pin in both the PPS input and 
PPS output registers.

4: These pins are configured for I2C logic levels. The SCLx/SDAx signals may be assigned to any of the RB1/RB2/RC3/RC4 pins. PPS 
assignments to the other pins (e.g., RA5) will operate, but input logic levels will be standard TTL/ST, as selected by the INLVL register, 
instead of the I2C specific or SMBus input buffer thresholds.
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PIC16(L)F15354/55
TABLE 5-1: BOOT BLOCK SIZE BITS 

REGISTER 5-5: CONFIGURATION WORD 5: CODE PROTECTION 

BBEN BBSIZE<2:0>

Actual Boot Block Size
User Program Memory Size (words) Last Boot Block 

Memory Access
PIC16(L)F15354 PIC16(L)F15355

1 xxx 0 0 —

0 111 512 512 01FFh

0 110 1024 1024 03FFh

0 101 2048 2048 07FFh

0 100 — 4096 0FFFh

Note: The maximum boot block size is half the user program memory size. All selections higher than the
maximum are set to half size. For example, all BBSIZE = 000 - 100 produce a boot block size of 4kW on
a 8kW device.

U-1 U-1 U-1 U-1 U-1 U-1

— — — — — —

bit 13 bit 8

U-1 U-1 U-1 U-1 U-1 U-1 U-1 R/P-1

— — — — — — — CP

bit 7 bit 0

Legend:

R = Readable bit P = Programmable bit x = Bit is unknown U = Unimplemented bit, read 
as ‘1’

‘0’ = Bit is cleared ‘1’ = Bit is set W = Writable bit n = Value when blank or after 
Bulk Erase

bit 13-1 Unimplemented: Read as ‘1’

bit 0 CP: Program Flash Memory Code Protection bit
1 = Program Flash Memory code protection disabled
0 = Program Flash Memory code protection enabled
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PIC16(L)F15354/55
8.0 RESETS

There are multiple ways to reset this device:

• Power-on Reset (POR)

• Brown-out Reset (BOR)

• Low-Power Brown-out Reset (LPBOR)

• MCLR Reset

• WDT Reset

• RESET instruction

• Stack Overflow

• Stack Underflow

• Programming mode exit

• Memory Violation Reset (MEMV)

To allow VDD to stabilize, an optional Power-up Timer
can be enabled to extend the Reset time after a BOR
or POR event.

A simplified block diagram of the On-Chip Reset Circuit
is shown in Figure 8-1.

FIGURE 8-1: SIMPLIFIED BLOCK DIAGRAM OF ON-CHIP RESET CIRCUIT 

Note 1: See Table 8-1 for BOR active conditions.

Device
Reset

Power-on 
Reset

WWDT Time-out/ 
Window violation

Brown-out 
Reset(1)

LPBOR 
Reset

RESET Instruction

MCLRE

PWRTELFINTOSC

VDD

ICSP™ Programming Mode Exit

Stack Underflow
Stack  Overflow

R Power-up 
Timer

Rev. 10-000006F
8/30/2016

VPP/MCLR

Memory Violation
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PIC16(L)F15354/55
8.14 Power Control (PCONx) Registers 

The Power Control (PCONx) registers contain flag bits
to differentiate between a:

• Power-on Reset (POR)

• Brown-out Reset (BOR)

• Reset Instruction Reset (RI)

• MCLR Reset (RMCLR)

• Watchdog Timer Reset (RWDT)

• Watchdog Timer Window Violation Reset 
(WDTWV)

• Stack Underflow Reset (STKUNF)

• Stack Overflow Reset (STKOVF)

• Memory Violation Reset (MEMV)

The PCON0 register bits are shown in Register 8-3.
The PCON1 register bits are shown in Register 8-3.

Hardware will change the corresponding register bit
during the Reset process; if the Reset was not caused
by the condition, the bit remains unchanged
(Table 8-4).

Software should reset the bit to the inactive state after
the restart (hardware will not reset the bit).

Software may also set any PCON bit to the active state,
so that user code may be tested, but no reset action will
be generated.
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PIC16(L)F15354/55
FIGURE 9-7: CLOCK SWITCH (CSWHOLD = 1)

FIGURE 9-8: CLOCK SWITCH ABANDONED

Note 1: CSWIF is asserted coincident with NOSCR, and may be cleared before or after clearing CSWHOLD = 0.

CSWHOLD

NOSCR

OSC #1 OSC #2

CSWIF

OSCCON1
WRITTEN

NOTE 1

ORDY

USER
CLEAR

Note 1: CSWIF may be cleared before or after rewriting OSCCON1; CSWIF is not automatically cleared.
2: ORDY = 0 if OSCCON1 does not match OSCCON2; a new switch will begin.

CSWHOLD

NOSCR

OSC #1

CSWIF

OSCCON1
WRITTEN

NOTE 1

OSCCON1
WRITTEN

NOTE 2ORDY
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PIC16(L)F15354/55
FIGURE 10-2: INTERRUPT LATENCY

FIGURE 10-3: INT PIN INTERRUPT TIMING

Rev. 10-000269E
8/31/2016

Q1 Q1 Q1 Q1 Q1 Q1 Q1 Q2Q2Q2Q2Q2Q2 Q2Q3 Q3 Q3 Q3 Q3 Q3 Q3 Q4Q4Q4Q4Q4Q4Q4

OSC1

CLKOUT

INT 
pin

PC - 1 PCFetch

Execute PC - 2 PC - 1 PC

PC + 1

NOP NOP

PC = 0x0004

PC = 0x0004

PC = 0x0005

PC = 0x0005

PC = 0x0006

1 Cycle Instruction at PC

Latency

Valid Interrupt 
window(1)

Indeterminate 
Latency(2)

Note  1:  An interrupt may occur at any time during the interrupt window.
          2:  Since an interrupt may occur any time during the interrupt window, the actual latency can vary.

Q2Q1 Q3 Q4 Q2Q1 Q3 Q4 Q2Q1 Q3 Q4 Q2Q1 Q3 Q4 Q2Q1 Q3 Q4

OSC1

INT pin

INTF

GIE

INSTRUCTION FLOW

PC

Instruction
Fetched

Instruction
Executed

Interrupt Latency

PC PC + 1 PC + 1 0004h 0005h

Inst (0004h) Inst (0005h)

 Forced NOP

Inst (PC) Inst (PC + 1)

Inst (PC – 1) Inst (0004h) Forced NOPInst (PC)

—

Note 1: INTF flag is sampled here (every Q1).

2: Asynchronous interrupt latency = 3-5 TCY. Synchronous latency = 3-4 TCY, where TCY = instruction cycle time.
Latency is the same whether Inst (PC) is a single cycle or a 2-cycle instruction.

3: For minimum width of INT pulse, refer to AC specifications in Section 37.0 “Electrical Specifications”.

4: INTF is enabled to be set any time during the Q4-Q1 cycles.

(1)

(2)

(4)

(5)
(1)
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PIC16(L)F15354/55
11.4 Register Definitions: Voltage Regulator and DOZE Control
  

REGISTER 11-1: VREGCON: VOLTAGE REGULATOR CONTROL REGISTER  (1)

U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 R/W-0/0 U-0

— — — — — — VREGPM —

bit 7 bit 0

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

u = Bit is unchanged x = Bit is unknown -n/n = Value at POR and BOR/Value at all other Resets

‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared

bit 7-2 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 1 VREGPM: Voltage Regulator Power Mode Selection bit
1 = Low-Power Sleep mode enabled in Sleep(2)

Draws lowest current in Sleep, slower wake-up

0 = Normal Power mode enabled in Sleep(2)

Draws higher current in Sleep, faster wake-up

bit 0 Unimplemented: Read as ‘1’. Maintain this bit set

Note 1: PIC16F15354/55 only.

2: See Section 37.0 “Electrical Specifications”.
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PIC16(L)F15354/55
12.7 Register Definitions: Windowed Watchdog Timer Control

REGISTER 12-1: WDTCON0: WATCHDOG TIMER CONTROL REGISTER 0

U-0 U-0 R/W(3)-q/q(2) R/W(3)-q/q(2) R/W(3)-q/q(2) R/W(3)-q/q(2) R/W(3)-q/q(2) R/W-0/0
— — WDTPS<4:0>(1) SWDTEN

bit 7 bit 0

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

u = Bit is unchanged x = Bit is unknown -n/n = Value at POR and BOR/Value at all other Resets 

‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared q = Value depends on condition

bit 7-6 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 5-1 WDTPS<4:0>: Watchdog Timer Prescale Select bits(1)

Bit Value  = Prescale Rate

11111  = Reserved. Results in minimum interval (1:32)
 •
 •
 •

10011  = Reserved. Results in minimum interval (1:32)

10010  = 1:8388608 (223) (Interval 256s nominal)
10001  = 1:4194304 (222) (Interval 128s nominal)
10000  = 1:2097152 (221) (Interval 64s nominal)
01111  = 1:1048576 (220) (Interval 32s nominal)
01110  = 1:524288 (219) (Interval 16s nominal)
01101  = 1:262144 (218) (Interval 8s nominal)
01100  = 1:131072 (217) (Interval 4s nominal)
01011  = 1:65536 (Interval 2s nominal) (Reset value)
01010  = 1:32768 (Interval 1s nominal)
01001  = 1:16384 (Interval 512 ms nominal)
01000  = 1:8192 (Interval 256 ms nominal)
00111  = 1:4096 (Interval 128 ms nominal)
00110  = 1:2048 (Interval 64 ms nominal)
00101  = 1:1024 (Interval 32 ms nominal)
00100  = 1:512 (Interval 16 ms nominal)
00011  = 1:256 (Interval 8 ms nominal)
00010  = 1:128 (Interval 4 ms nominal)
00001  = 1:64 (Interval 2 ms nominal)
00000  = 1:32 (Interval 1 ms nominal)

bit 0 SWDTEN: Software Enable/Disable for Watchdog Timer bit

If WDTE<1:0> = 1x:
This bit is ignored.
If WDTE<1:0> = 01:
1 = WDT is turned on
0 = WDT is turned off
If WDTE<1:0> = 00:
This bit is ignored.

Note 1: Times are approximate. WDT time is based on 31 kHz LFINTOSC.

2: When WDTCPS <4:0> in CONFIG3 = 11111, the Reset value of WDTPS<4:0> is 01011. Otherwise, the 
Reset value of WDTPS<4:0> is equal to WDTCPS<4:0> in CONFIG3.

3: When WDTCPS <4:0> in CONFIG3 ≠ 11111, these bits are read-only.
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PIC16(L)F15354/55
13.0 NONVOLATILE MEMORY 
(NVM) CONTROL

NVM consists of the Program Flash Memory (PFM). 

NVM is accessible by using both the FSR and INDF
registers, or through the NVMREG register interface.

The write time is controlled by an on-chip timer. The
write/erase voltages are generated by an on-chip
charge pump rated to operate over the operating
voltage range of the device.

NVM can be protected in two ways; by either code
protection or write protection.

Code protection (CP bit in Configuration Word 5)
disables access, reading and writing, to the PFM via
external device programmers. Code protection does
not affect the self-write and erase functionality. Code
protection can only be Reset by a device programmer
performing a Bulk Erase to the device, clearing all
nonvolatile memory, Configuration bits, and User IDs.

Write protection prohibits self-write and erase to a
portion or all of the PFM, as defined by the WRT<1:0>
bits of Configuration Word 4. Write protection does not
affect a device programmer’s ability to read, write, or
erase the device.

13.1 Program Flash Memory (PFM)

PFM consists of an array of 14-bit words as user
memory, with additional words for User ID information,
Configuration words, and interrupt vectors. PFM
provides storage locations for:

• User program instructions
• User defined data

PFM data can be read and/or written to through:

• CPU instruction fetch (read-only)
• FSR/INDF indirect access (read-only) 

(Section 13.2 “FSR and INDF Access”)
• NVMREG access (Section 13.3 “NVMREG 

Access”
• In-Circuit Serial Programming™ (ICSP™)

Read operations return a single word of memory. When
write and erase operations are done on a row basis, the
row size is defined in Table 13-1. PFM will erase to a
logic ‘1’ and program to a logic ‘0’.

It is important to understand the PFM memory structure
for erase and programming operations. PFM is
arranged in rows. A row consists of thirty two 14-bit
program memory words. A row is the minimum size
that can be erased by user software. 

All or a portion of this row can be programmed. Data to
be written into the program memory row is written to
14-bit wide data write latches. These latches are not
directly accessible, but may be loaded via sequential
writes to the NVMDATH:NVMDATL register pair.

13.1.1 PROGRAM MEMORY VOLTAGES

The PFM is readable and writable during normal
operation over the full VDD range.

13.1.1.1 Programming Externally

The program memory cell and control logic support
write and Bulk Erase operations down to the minimum
device operating voltage. Special BOR operation is
enabled during Bulk Erase (Section 8.2.4 “BOR is
always OFF”).

13.1.1.2 Self-programming

The program memory cell and control logic will support
write and row erase operations across the entire VDD

range. Bulk Erase is not available when self-
programming.

TABLE 13-1: FLASH MEMORY 
ORGANIZATION BY DEVICE

Device
Row 

Erase 
(words)

Write 
Latches 
(words)

Total 
Program 

Flash 
(words)

PIC16(L)F15354
PIC16(L)F15355

32 32
4096

8192

Note: To modify only a portion of a previously
programmed row, the contents of the
entire row must be read. Then, the new
data and retained data can be written into
the write latches to reprogram the row of
PFM. However, any unprogrammed
locations can be written without first
erasing the row. In this case, it is not
necessary to save and rewrite the other
previously programmed locations
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PIC16(L)F15354/55
13.3.4 NVMREG WRITE TO PFM

Program memory is programmed using the following
steps:

1. Load the address of the row to be programmed
into NVMADRH:NVMADRL.

2. Load each write latch with data.

3. Initiate a programming operation.

4. Repeat steps 1 through 3 until all data is written.

Before writing to program memory, the word(s) to be
written must be erased or previously unwritten.
Program memory can only be erased one row at a time.
No automatic erase occurs upon the initiation of the
write. 

Program memory can be written one or more words at
a time. The maximum number of words written at one
time is equal to the number of write latches. See
Figure 13-4 (row writes to program memory with 32
write latches) for more details. 

The write latches are aligned to the Flash row address
boundary defined by the upper ten bits of
NVMADRH:NVMADRL, (NVMADRH<6:0>:NVMADRL<7:5>)
with the lower five bits of NVMADRL, (NVMADRL<4:0>)
determining the write latch being loaded. Write opera-
tions do not cross these boundaries. At the completion
of a program memory write operation, the data in the
write latches is reset to contain 0x3FFF.

The following steps should be completed to load the
write latches and program a row of program memory.
These steps are divided into two parts. First, each write
latch is loaded with data from the
NVMDATH:NVMDATL using the unlock sequence with
LWLO = 1. When the last word to be loaded into the
write latch is ready, the LWLO bit is cleared and the
unlock sequence executed. This initiates the
programming operation, writing all the latches into
Flash program memory.

1. Set the WREN bit of the NVMCON1 register.

2. Clear the NVMREGS bit of the NVMCON1
register.

3. Set the LWLO bit of the NVMCON1 register.
When the LWLO bit of the NVMCON1 register is
‘1’, the write sequence will only load the write
latches and will not initiate the write to Flash
program memory.

4. Load the NVMADRH:NVMADRL register pair
with the address of the location to be written.

5. Load the NVMDATH:NVMDATL register pair
with the program memory data to be written.

6. Execute the unlock sequence (Section
13.3.2 “NVM Unlock Sequence”). The write
latch is now loaded.

7. Increment the NVMADRH:NVMADRL register
pair to point to the next location.

8. Repeat steps 5 through 7 until all but the last
write latch has been loaded.

9. Clear the LWLO bit of the NVMCON1 register.
When the LWLO bit of the NVMCON1 register is
‘0’, the write sequence will initiate the write to
Flash program memory.

10. Load the NVMDATH:NVMDATL register pair
with the program memory data to be written.

11.  Execute the unlock sequence (Section
13.3.2 “NVM Unlock Sequence”). The entire
program memory latch content is now written to
Flash program memory.

An example of the complete write sequence is shown in
Example 13-4. The initial address is loaded into the
NVMADRH:NVMADRL register pair; the data is loaded
using indirect addressing.

Note: The special unlock sequence is required
to load a write latch with data or initiate a
Flash programming operation. If the
unlock sequence is interrupted, writing to
the latches or program memory will not be
initiated.

Note: The program memory write latches are
reset to the blank state (0x3FFF) at the
completion of every write or erase
operation. As a result, it is not necessary
to load all the program memory write
latches. Unloaded latches will remain in
the blank state.
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PIC16(L)F15354/55
23.2 Comparator Control

Each comparator has two control registers: CMxCON0
and CMxCON1.

The CMxCON0 register (see Register 23-1) contains
Control and Status bits for the following:

• Enable

• Output

• Output polarity

• Hysteresis enable

• Timer1 output synchronization

The CMxCON1 register (see Register 23-2) contains
Control bits for the following:

• Interrupt on positive/negative edge enables

• The CMxNSEL and CMxPSEL (Register 23-3 and 
Register 23-4) contain control bits for the 
following:

- Positive input channel selection
- Negative input channel selection

23.2.1 COMPARATOR ENABLE

Setting the CxON bit of the CMxCON0 register enables
the comparator for operation. Clearing the CxON bit
disables the comparator resulting in minimum current
consumption.

23.2.2 COMPARATOR OUTPUT 

The output of the comparator can be monitored by
reading either the CxOUT bit of the CMxCON0 register
or the MCxOUT bit of the CMOUT register.

The comparator output can also be routed to an
external pin through the RxyPPS register
(Register 15-2). The corresponding TRIS bit must be
clear to enable the pin as an output. 

23.2.3 COMPARATOR OUTPUT POLARITY

Inverting the output of the comparator is functionally
equivalent to swapping the comparator inputs. The
polarity of the comparator output can be inverted by
setting the CxPOL bit of the CMxCON0 register.
Clearing the CxPOL bit results in a non-inverted output.

Table 23-2 shows the output state versus input
conditions, including polarity control. 

Note 1: The internal output of the comparator is
latched with each instruction cycle.
Unless otherwise specified, external out-
puts are not latched.

TABLE 23-2: COMPARATOR OUTPUT 
STATE VS. INPUT 
CONDITIONS

Input Condition CxPOL CxOUT

CxVN > CxVP 0 0

CxVN < CxVP 0 1

CxVN > CxVP 1 1

CxVN < CxVP 1 0
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PIC16(L)F15354/55
26.6.2 TIMER GATE SOURCE SELECTION

One of the several different external or internal signal
sources may be chosen to gate the timer and allow the
timer to increment. The gate input signal source can be
selected based on the T1GATE register setting. See the
T1GATE register (Register 26-4) description for a
complete list of the available gate sources. The polarity
for each available source is also selectable. Polarity
selection is controlled by the GPOL bit of the T1GCON
register.

26.6.2.1 T1G Pin Gate Operation

The T1G pin is one source for the timer gate control. It
can be used to supply an external source to the time
gate circuitry.

26.6.2.2 Timer0 Overflow Gate Operation

When Timer0 overflows, or a period register match
condition occurs (in 8-bit mode), a low-to-high pulse will
automatically be generated and internally supplied to
the Timer1 gate circuitry.

26.6.2.3 Comparator C1 Gate Operation

The output resulting from a Comparator 1 operation can
be selected as a source for the timer gate control. The
Comparator 1 output can be synchronized to the timer
clock or left asynchronous. For more information see
Section 23.4.1 “Comparator Output
Synchronization”.

26.6.2.4 Comparator C2 Gate Operation

The output resulting from a Comparator 2 operation
can be selected as a source for the timer gate control.
The Comparator 2 output can be synchronized to the
timer clock or left asynchronous. For more information
see Section 23.4.1 “Comparator Output
Synchronization”.

26.6.3 TIMER1 GATE TOGGLE MODE

When Timer1 Gate Toggle mode is enabled, it is possi-
ble to measure the full-cycle length of a timer gate sig-
nal, as opposed to the duration of a single level pulse.

The timer gate source is routed through a flip-flop that
changes state on every incrementing edge of the
signal. See Figure 26-4 for timing details.

Timer1 Gate Toggle mode is enabled by setting the
GTM bit of the T1GCON register. When the GTM bit is
cleared, the flip-flop is cleared and held clear. This is
necessary in order to control which edge is measured.

26.6.4 TIMER1 GATE SINGLE-PULSE 
MODE

When Timer1 Gate Single-Pulse mode is enabled, it is
possible to capture a single-pulse gate event. Timer1
Gate Single-Pulse mode is first enabled by setting the
GSPM bit in the T1GCON register. Next, the
GGO/DONE bit in the T1GCON register must be set.
The timer will be fully enabled on the next incrementing
edge. On the next trailing edge of the pulse, the
GGO/DONE bit will automatically be cleared. No other
gate events will be allowed to increment the timer until
the GGO/DONE bit is once again set in software. See
Figure 26-5 for timing details.

If the Single-Pulse Gate mode is disabled by clearing the
GSPM bit in the T1GCON register, the GGO/DONE bit
should also be cleared.

Enabling the Toggle mode and the Single-Pulse mode
simultaneously will permit both sections to work
together. This allows the cycle times on the timer gate
source to be measured. See Figure 26-6 for timing
details.

26.6.5 TIMER1 GATE VALUE STATUS

When Timer1 Gate Value Status is utilized, it is possible
to read the most current level of the gate control value.
The value is stored in the GVAL bit in the T1GCON reg-
ister. The GVAL bit is valid even when the timer gate is
not enabled (GE bit is cleared).

26.6.6 TIMER1 GATE EVENT INTERRUPT

When Timer1 Gate Event Interrupt is enabled, it is
possible to generate an interrupt upon the completion
of a gate event. When the falling edge of GVAL occurs,
the TMR1GIF flag bit in the PIR5 register will be set. If
the TMR1GIE bit in the PIE5 register is set, then an
interrupt will be recognized.

The TMR1GIF flag bit operates even when the timer
gate is not enabled (TMR1GE bit is cleared).

Note: Enabling Toggle mode at the same time
as changing the gate polarity may result in
indeterminate operation.
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FIGURE 26-2: TIMER1 INCREMENTING EDGE   

FIGURE 26-3: TIMER1 GATE ENABLE MODE   
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when the timer is
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Note 1: Arrows indicate counter increments.

2: In Counter mode, a falling edge must be registered by the counter prior to the first incrementing rising edge of the clock.
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27.5.9 EDGE-TRIGGERED MONOSTABLE 
MODES

The Edge-Triggered Monostable modes start the timer
on an edge from the external Reset signal input, after
the ON bit is set, and stop incrementing the timer when
the timer matches the PRx period value. The following
edges will start the timer:

• Rising edge (MODE<4:0> = 10001)

• Falling edge (MODE<4:0> = 10010)

• Rising or Falling edge (MODE<4:0> = 10011)

When an Edge-Triggered Monostable mode is used in
conjunction with the CCP PWM operation the PWM
drive goes active with the external Reset signal edge
that starts the timer, but will not go active when the
timer matches the PRx value. While the timer is incre-
menting, additional edges on the external Reset signal
will not affect the CCP PWM. 
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28.1 Capture Mode

Capture mode makes use of the 16-bit Timer1
resource. When an event occurs on the capture
source, the 16-bit CCPRxH:CCPRxL register pair
captures and stores the 16-bit value of the
TMR1H:TMR1L register pair, respectively. An event is
defined as one of the following and is configured by the
CCPxMODE<3:0> bits of the CCPxCON register:

• Every falling edge

• Every rising edge

• Every 4th rising edge

• Every 16th rising edge

When a capture is made, the Interrupt Request Flag bit
CCPxIF of the PIR6 register is set. The interrupt flag
must be cleared in software. If another capture occurs
before the value in the CCPRxH, CCPRxL register pair
is read, the old captured value is overwritten by the new
captured value.

Figure 28-1 shows a simplified diagram of the capture
operation.

28.1.1 CAPTURE SOURCES

In Capture mode, the CCPx pin should be configured
as an input by setting the associated TRIS control bit.

The capture source is selected by configuring the
CCPxCTS<2:0> bits of the CCPxCAP register. The
following sources can be selected:

• CCPxPPS input
• C1OUT_sync
• C2OUT_sync
• IOC_interrupt
• LC1_out
• LC2_out
• LC3_out
• LC4_out

FIGURE 28-1: CAPTURE MODE OPERATION BLOCK DIAGRAM

Note: If the CCPx pin is configured as an output,
a write to the port can cause a capture
condition.

Rev. 10-000158F
9/1/2015
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FIGURE 32-12: I2C START AND STOP CONDITIONS

FIGURE 32-13: I2C RESTART CONDITION 

32.4.9 ACKNOWLEDGE SEQUENCE

The 9th SCL pulse for any transferred byte in I2C is
dedicated as an Acknowledge. It allows receiving
devices to respond back to the transmitter by pulling
the SDA line low. The transmitter must release control
of the line during this time to shift in the response. The
Acknowledge (ACK) is an active-low signal, pulling the
SDA line low indicates to the transmitter that the
device has received the transmitted data and is ready
to receive more. 

The result of an ACK is placed in the ACKSTAT bit of
the SSPxCON2 register.

Slave software, when the AHEN and DHEN bits are
set, allow the user to set the ACK value sent back to
the transmitter. The ACKDT bit of the SSPxCON2
register is set/cleared to determine the response.

There are certain conditions where an ACK will not be
sent by the slave. If the BF bit of the SSPxSTAT
register or the SSPOV bit of the SSPxCON1 register
are set when a byte is received. 

When the module is addressed, after the eighth falling
edge of SCL on the bus, the ACKTIM bit of the
SSPxCON3 register is set. The ACKTIM bit indicates
the acknowledge time of the active bus. The ACKTIM
Status bit is only active when the AHEN bit or DHEN
bit is enabled.
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32.5.3 SLAVE TRANSMISSION

When the R/W bit of the incoming address byte is set
and an address match occurs, the R/W bit of the
SSPxSTAT register is set. The received address is
loaded into the SSPxBUF register, and an ACK pulse is
sent by the slave on the ninth bit. 

Following the ACK, slave hardware clears the CKP bit
and the SCL pin is held low (see Section 32.5.6
“Clock Stretching” for more detail). By stretching the
clock, the master will be unable to assert another clock
pulse until the slave is done preparing the transmit
data. 

The transmit data must be loaded into the SSPxBUF
register which also loads the SSPxSR register. Then
the SCL pin should be released by setting the CKP bit
of the SSPxCON1 register. The eight data bits are
shifted out on the falling edge of the SCL input. This
ensures that the SDA signal is valid during the SCL
high time.

The ACK pulse from the master-receiver is latched on
the rising edge of the ninth SCL input pulse. This ACK
value is copied to the ACKSTAT bit of the SSPxCON2
register. If ACKSTAT is set (not ACK), then the data
transfer is complete. In this case, when the not ACK is
latched by the slave, the slave goes idle and waits for
another occurrence of the Start bit. If the SDA line was
low (ACK), the next transmit data must be loaded into
the SSPxBUF register. Again, the SCL pin must be
released by setting bit CKP.

An MSSP interrupt is generated for each data transfer
byte. The SSPxIF bit must be cleared by software and
the SSPxSTAT register is used to determine the status
of the byte. The SSPxIF bit is set on the falling edge of
the ninth clock pulse.

32.5.3.1 Slave Mode Bus Collision

A slave receives a read request and begins shifting
data out on the SDA line. If a bus collision is detected
and the SBCDE bit of the SSPxCON3 register is set,
the BCL1IF bit of the PIR3 register is set. Once a bus
collision is detected, the slave goes idle and waits to be
addressed again. User software can use the BCL1IF bit
to handle a slave bus collision.

32.5.3.2 7-bit Transmission

A master device can transmit a read request to a
slave, and then clock data out of the slave. The list
below outlines what software for a slave will need to
do to accomplish a standard transmission.
Figure 32-18 can be used as a reference to this list.

1. Master sends a Start condition on SDA and
SCL.

2. S bit of SSPxSTAT is set; SSPxIF is set if
interrupt on Start detect is enabled.

3. Matching address with R/W bit set is received by
the Slave setting SSPxIF bit.

4. Slave hardware generates an ACK and sets
SSPxIF.

5. SSPxIF bit is cleared by user.

6. Software reads the received address from
SSPxBUF, clearing BF.

7. R/W is set so CKP was automatically cleared
after the ACK.

8. The slave software loads the transmit data into
SSPxBUF.

9. CKP bit is set releasing SCL, allowing the
master to clock the data out of the slave.

10. SSPxIF is set after the ACK response from the
master is loaded into the ACKSTAT register.

11. SSPxIF bit is cleared.

12. The slave software checks the ACKSTAT bit to
see if the master wants to clock out more data.

13. Steps 9-13 are repeated for each transmitted
byte.

14. If the master sends a not ACK; the clock is not
held, but SSPxIF is still set.

15. The master sends a Restart condition or a Stop.

16. The slave is no longer addressed.

Note 1: If the master ACKs the clock will be
stretched.

2: ACKSTAT is the only bit updated on the
rising edge of SCL (9th) rather than the
falling.
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33.1 EUSART Asynchronous Mode

The EUSART transmits and receives data using the
standard non-return-to-zero (NRZ) format. NRZ is
implemented with two levels: a VOH Mark state which
represents a ‘1’ data bit, and a VOL Space state which
represents a ‘0’ data bit. NRZ refers to the fact that
consecutively transmitted data bits of the same value
stay at the output level of that bit without returning to a
neutral level between each bit transmission. An NRZ
transmission port idles in the Mark state. Each character
transmission consists of one Start bit followed by eight
or nine data bits and is always terminated by one or
more Stop bits. The Start bit is always a space and the
Stop bits are always marks. The most common data
format is eight bits. Each transmitted bit persists for a
period of 1/(Baud Rate). An on-chip dedicated
8-bit/16-bit Baud Rate Generator is used to derive
standard baud rate frequencies from the system
oscillator. See Table 33-3 for examples of baud rate
configurations.

The EUSART transmits and receives the LSb first. The
EUSART’s transmitter and receiver are functionally
independent, but share the same data format and baud
rate. Parity is not supported by the hardware, but can
be implemented in software and stored as the ninth
data bit.

33.1.1 EUSART ASYNCHRONOUS 
TRANSMITTER

The EUSART transmitter block diagram is shown in
Figure 33-1. The heart of the transmitter is the serial
Transmit Shift Register (TSR), which is not directly
accessible by software. The TSR obtains its data from
the transmit buffer, which is the TXxREG register.

33.1.1.1 Enabling the Transmitter

The EUSART transmitter is enabled for asynchronous
operations by configuring the following three control
bits:

• TXEN = 1

• SYNC = 0

• SPEN = 1

All other EUSART control bits are assumed to be in
their default state.

Setting the TXEN bit of the TXxSTA register enables the
transmitter circuitry of the EUSART. Clearing the SYNC
bit of the TXxSTA register configures the EUSART for
asynchronous operation. Setting the SPEN bit of the
RCxSTA register enables the EUSART and
automatically configures the TX/CK I/O pin as an output.
If the TX/CK pin is shared with an analog peripheral, the
analog I/O function must be disabled by clearing the
corresponding ANSEL bit. 

33.1.1.2 Transmitting Data

A transmission is initiated by writing a character to the
TXxREG register. If this is the first character, or the
previous character has been completely flushed from
the TSR, the data in the TXxREG is immediately
transferred to the TSR register. If the TSR still contains
all or part of a previous character, the new character
data is held in the TXxREG until the Stop bit of the
previous character has been transmitted. The pending
character in the TXxREG is then transferred to the TSR
in one TCY immediately following the Stop bit
transmission. The transmission of the Start bit, data bits
and Stop bit sequence commences immediately
following the transfer of the data to the TSR from the
TXxREG.

33.1.1.3 Transmit Data Polarity

The polarity of the transmit data can be controlled with
the SCKP bit of the BAUDxCON register. The default
state of this bit is ‘0’ which selects high true transmit idle
and data bits. Setting the SCKP bit to ‘1’ will invert the
transmit data resulting in low true idle and data bits. The
SCKP bit controls transmit data polarity in
Asynchronous mode only. In Synchronous mode, the
SCKP bit has a different function. See Section 33.4.1.2
“Clock Polarity”.

33.1.1.4 Transmit Interrupt Flag

The TXxIF interrupt flag bit of the PIR3 register is set
whenever the EUSART transmitter is enabled and no
character is being held for transmission in the TXxREG.
In other words, the TXxIF bit is only clear when the TSR
is busy with a character and a new character has been
queued for transmission in the TXxREG. The TXxIF flag
bit is not cleared immediately upon writing TXxREG.
TXxIF becomes valid in the second instruction cycle
following the write execution. Polling TXxIF immediately
following the TXxREG write will return invalid results.
The TXxIF bit is read-only, it cannot be set or cleared by
software.

The TXxIF interrupt can be enabled by setting the
TXxIE interrupt enable bit of the PIE3 register. How-
ever, the TXxIF flag bit will be set whenever the
TXxREG is empty, regardless of the state of TXxIE
enable bit.

To use interrupts when transmitting data, set the TXxIE
bit only when there is more data to send. Clear the
TXxIE interrupt enable bit upon writing the last charac-
ter of the transmission to the TXxREG.

Note: The TXxIF Transmitter Interrupt flag is set
when the TXEN enable bit is set.
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37.4 AC Characteristics

FIGURE 37-4: LOAD CONDITIONS

Load Condition

Legend: CL=50 pF for all pins
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FIGURE 37-19: SPI SLAVE MODE TIMING (CKE = 0)

FIGURE 37-20: SPI SLAVE MODE TIMING (CKE = 1)
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