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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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Operation
The following section describes the operation of the OCD.

OCD Interface

The OCD uses the DBG pin for communication with an external host. This one-pin inter-
face is a bidirectional open-drain interface that transmits and receives data. Data transmis-
sion is half-duplex, in that transmit and receive cannot occur simultaneously. The serial 
data on the DBG pin is sent using the standard asynchronous data format defined in RS-
232. This pin creates an interface from the F0823 Series products to the serial port of a 
host PC using minimal external hardware.Two different methods for connecting the DBG 
pin to an RS-232 interface are displayed in Figure 23 and Figure 24. The recommended 
method is the buffered implementation depicted in Figure 24. The DBG pin has a internal 
pull-up resistor which is sufficient for some applications (for more details about the pull-
up current, see the Electrical Characteristics chapter on page 196). For OCD operation at 
higher data rates or in noisy systems, Zilog recommends an external pull-up resistor.

For operation of the OCD, all power pins (VDD and AVDD) must be supplied with power, 
and all ground pins (VSS and AVSS) must be properly grounded. The DBG pin is open-
drain and may require an external pull-up resistor to ensure proper operation.

Figure 23. Interfacing the On-Chip Debugger’s DBG Pin with an RS-232 Interface, # 1 of 2

Caution:

RS-232 TX

RS-232 RX

RS-232
Transceiver

VDD

DBG Pin
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Internal Precision Oscillator

The internal precision oscillator (IPO) is designed for use without external components. 
You can either manually trim the oscillator for a non-standard frequency or use the auto-
matic factory-trimmed version to achieve a 5.53 MHz frequency. The features of IPO 
include:

� On-chip RC oscillator that does not require external components

� Output frequency of either 5.53 MHz or 32.8 kHz (contains both a fast and a slow mode)

� Trimming possible through Flash option bits with user override

� Elimination of crystals or ceramic resonators in applications where high timing accu-
racy is not required

Operation
An 8-bit trimming register, incorporated into the design, compensates for absolute varia-
tion of oscillator frequency. Once trimmed the oscillator frequency is stable and does not 
require subsequent calibration. Trimming is performed during manufacturing and is not 
necessary for you to repeat unless a frequency other than 5.53 MHz (fast mode) or 
32.8 kHz (slow mode) is required. This trimming is done at +30°C and a supply voltage of 
3.3 V, so accuracy of this operating point is optimal.

Power down this block for minimum system power. By default, the oscillator is configured 
through the Flash Option bits. However, the user code can override these trim values, as 
described in the Trim Bit Address Space section on page 151.

Select one of the two frequencies for the oscillator: 5.53 MHz and 32.8 kHz, using the 
OSCSEL bits in the Oscillator Control chapter on page 169.
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