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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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Internal Precision Oscillator

The internal precision oscillator (IPO) is a trimmable clock source that requires no exter-
nal components.

10-Bit Analog-to-Digital Converter

The optional analog-to-digital converter (ADC) converts an analog input signal to a 10-bit 
binary number. The ADC accepts inputs from eight different analog input pins in both sin-
gle-ended and differential modes.

Analog Comparator

The analog comparator compares the signal at an input pin with either an internal pro-
grammable voltage reference or a second input pin. The comparator output can be used to 
drive either an output pin or to generate an interrupt.

Universal Asynchronous Receiver/Transmitter

The UART is full-duplex and capable of handling asynchronous data transfers. The UART 
supports 8- and 9-bit data modes and selectable parity. The UART also supports multi-
drop address processing in hardware. The UART baud rate generator can be configured and 
used as a basic 16-bit timer.

Timers

Two enhanced 16-bit reloadable timers can be used for timing/counting events or for 
motor control operations. These timers provide a 16-bit programmable reload counter and 
operate in ONE-SHOT, CONTINUOUS, GATED, CAPTURE, CAPTURE RESTART, 
COMPARE, CAPTURE AND COMPARE, PWM SINGLE OUTPUT, and PWM DUAL 
OUTPUT modes. 

Interrupt Controller

Z8 Encore! XP® F0823 Series products support up to 20 interrupts. These interrupts con-
sist of eight internal peripheral interrupts and 12 general-purpose I/O pin interrupt sources. 
The interrupts have three levels of programmable interrupt priority. 

Reset Controller

Z8 Encore! XP® F0823 Series products can be reset using the RESET pin, POR, WDT 
time-out, STOP Mode exit, or Voltage Brown-Out warning signal. The RESET pin is bidi-
rectional, that is, it functions as reset source as well as a reset indicator.
PS024315-1011 P R E L I M I N A R Y CPU and Peripheral Overview
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PWM SINGLE OUTPUT Mode

In PWM SINGLE OUTPUT Mode, the timer outputs a PWM output signal through a 
GPIO port pin. The timer input is the system clock. The timer first counts up to the 16-bit 
PWM match value stored in the Timer PWM High and Low Byte registers. When the 
timer count value matches the PWM value, the Timer Output toggles. The timer continues 
counting until it reaches the reload value stored in the Timer Reload High and Low Byte 
registers. Upon reaching the reload value, the timer generates an interrupt, the count value 
in the Timer High and Low Byte registers is reset to 0001H and counting resumes.

If the TPOL bit in the Timer Control Register is set to 1, the Timer Output signal begins as 
a High (1) and transitions to a Low (0) when the timer value matches the PWM value. The 
Timer Output signal returns to a High (1) after the timer reaches the reload value and is 
reset to 0001H.

If the TPOL bit in the Timer Control Register is set to 0, the Timer Output signal begins as 
a Low (0) and transitions to a High (1) when the timer value matches the PWM value. The 
Timer Output signal returns to a Low (0) after the timer reaches the reload value and is 
reset to 0001H.

Observe the following steps to configure a timer for PWM Single Output mode and initiat-
ing the PWM operation:

1. Write to the Timer Control Register to:

– Disable the timer

– Configure the timer for PWM Mode

– Set the prescale value

– Set the initial logic level (High or Low) and PWM High/Low transition for the 
Timer Output alternate function

2. Write to the Timer High and Low Byte registers to set the starting count value (typi-
cally 0001H); this write only affects the first pass in PWM Mode. After the first timer 
reset in PWM Mode, counting always begins at the reset value of 0001H.

3. Write to the PWM High and Low Byte registers to set the PWM value. 

4. Write to the Timer Reload High and Low Byte registers to set the reload value (PWM 
period). The reload value must be greater than the PWM value.

5. If appropriate, enable the timer interrupt and set the timer interrupt priority by writing 
to the relevant interrupt registers.

6. Configure the associated GPIO port pin for the Timer Output alternate function.

7. Write to the Timer Control Register to enable the timer and initiate counting.

The PWM period is represented by the following equation:
PS024315-1011 P R E L I M I N A R Y Operation
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4. Clear the Timer PWM High and Low Byte registers to 0000H. Clearing these registers 
allows the software to determine if interrupts were generated by either a capture or a 
reload event. If the PWM High and Low Byte registers still contain 0000H after the 
interrupt, the interrupt was generated by a reload.

5. Enable the timer interrupt, if appropriate, and set the timer interrupt priority by writing 
to the relevant interrupt registers. By default, the timer interrupt is generated for both 
input capture and reload events. If appropriate, configure the timer interrupt to be gen-
erated only at the input capture event or the reload event by setting TICONFIG field 
of the TxCTL1 Register.

6. Configure the associated GPIO port pin for the Timer Input alternate function.

7. Write to the Timer Control Register to enable the timer and initiate counting.

In CAPTURE Mode, the elapsed time from timer start to capture event can be calculated 
using the following equation:

COMPARE Mode

In COMPARE Mode, the timer counts up to the 16-bit maximum compare value stored in 
the Timer Reload High and Low Byte registers. The timer input is the system clock. Upon 
reaching the compare value, the timer generates an interrupt and counting continues (the 
timer value is not reset to 0001H). Also, if the Timer Output alternate function is enabled, 
the Timer Output pin changes state (from Low to High or from High to Low) upon com-
pare.

If the Timer reaches FFFFH, the timer rolls over to 0000H and continue counting. Observe 
the following steps to configure a timer for COMPARE Mode and to initiate the count:

1. Write to the Timer Control Register to:

– Disable the timer

– Configure the timer for COMPARE Mode

– Set the prescale value

– Set the initial logic level (High or Low) for the Timer Output alternate function, if 
appropriate

2. Write to the Timer High and Low Byte registers to set the starting count value.

3. Write to the Timer Reload High and Low Byte registers to set the compare value. 

4. Enable the timer interrupt, if appropriate, and set the timer interrupt priority by writing 
to the relevant interrupt registers.

Capture Elapsed Time (s) Capture Value Start Value–  Prescale
System Clock Frequency (Hz)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------=
PS024315-1011 P R E L I M I N A R Y Operation
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[6]
TPOL 
(cont’d.)

COMPARATOR COUNTER Mode
When the timer is disabled, the Timer Output signal is set to the value of this bit. When the 
timer is enabled, the Timer Output signal is complemented upon timer reload.

Caution: When the Timer Output alternate function TxOUT on a GPIO port pin is enabled, 
TxOUT changes to whatever state the TPOL bit is in. The timer does not need to be enabled 
for that to happen. Also, the port data direction sub register is not needed to be set to output on 
TxOUT. Changing the TPOL bit with the timer enabled and running does not immediately 
change the TxOUT.

[5:3]
PRES

Prescale Value
The timer input clock is divided by 2PRES, where PRES can be set from 0 to 7. The prescaler is 
reset each time the timer is disabled. This reset ensures proper clock division each time the 
timer is restarted.
000 = Divide by 1.
001 = Divide by 2.
010 = Divide by 4.
011 = Divide by 8.
100 = Divide by 16.
101 = Divide by 32.
110 = Divide by 64.
111 = Divide by 128.

[2:0]
TMODE

Timer Mode 
This field, along with the TMODEHI bit in TxCTL0 Register, determines the operating mode of 
the timer. TMODEHI is the most significant bit of the timer mode selection value. 
0000 = ONE-SHOT Mode.
0001 = CONTINUOUS Mode.
0010 = COUNTER Mode.
0011 = PWM SINGLE OUTPUT Mode.
0100 = CAPTURE Mode.
0101 = COMPARE Mode.
0110 = GATED Mode.
0111 = CAPTURE/COMPARE Mode.
1000 = PWM DUAL OUTPUT Mode.
1001 = CAPTURE RESTART Mode.
1010 = COMPARATOR COUNTER Mode.

Bit Description (Continued)
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7. Return to Step 4 to receive additional data.

Receiving Data Using the Interrupt-Driven Method

The UART Receiver interrupt indicates the availability of new data (as well as error condi-
tions). Observe the following steps to configure the UART receiver for interrupt-driven 
operation:

1. Write to the UART Baud Rate High and Low Byte registers to set the acceptable baud 
rate.

2. Enable the UART pin functions by configuring the associated GPIO port pins for 
alternate function operation.

3. Execute a DI instruction to disable interrupts.

4. Write to the Interrupt control registers to enable the UART Receiver interrupt and set 
the acceptable priority.

5. Clear the UART Receiver interrupt in the applicable Interrupt Request register.

6. Write to the UART Control 1 Register to enable Multiprocessor (9-bit) mode func-
tions, if appropriate.

– Set the Multiprocessor Mode Select (MPEN) to Enable MULTIPROCESSOR 
Mode

– Set the Multiprocessor Mode Bits, MPMD[1:0], to select the acceptable address 
matching scheme

– Configure the UART to interrupt on received data and errors or errors only (inter-
rupt on errors only is unlikely to be useful for Z8 Encore! XP devices without a 
DMA block)

7. Write the device address to the Address Compare Register (automatic MULTIPRO-
CESSOR modes only).

8. Write to the UART Control 0 Register to:

– Set the receive enable bit (REN) to enable the UART for data reception

– Enable parity, if appropriate and if multiprocessor mode is not enabled, and select 
either even or odd parity

9. Execute an EI instruction to enable interrupts.

The UART is now configured for interrupt-driven data reception. When the UART 
Receiver interrupt is detected, the associated interrupt service routine (ISR) performs the 
following:
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Baud Rate Generator Interrupts

If the Baud Rate Generator (BRG) interrupt enable is set, the UART Receiver interrupt 
asserts when the UART Baud Rate Generator reloads. This condition allows the Baud 
Rate Generator to function as an additional counter if the UART functionality is not 
employed.

UART Baud Rate Generator

The UART Baud Rate Generator creates a lower frequency baud rate clock for data trans-
mission. The input to the Baud Rate Generator is the system clock. The UART Baud Rate 
High and Low Byte registers combine to create a 16-bit baud rate divisor value 
(BRG[15:0]) that sets the data transmission rate (baud rate) of the UART. The UART data 
rate is calculated using the following equation:

When the UART is disabled, the Baud Rate Generator functions as a basic 16-bit timer 
with interrupt on time-out. Observe the following steps to configure the Baud Rate Gener-
ator as a timer with interrupt on time-out:

1. Disable the UART by clearing the REN and TEN bits in the UART Control 0 Register 
to 0.

2. Load the acceptable 16-bit count value into the UART Baud Rate High and Low Byte 
registers.

3. Enable the Baud Rate Generator timer function and associated interrupt by setting the 
BIRQ bit in the UART Control 1 Register to 1.

When configured as a general purpose timer, the interrupt interval is calculated using the 
following equation:

UART Control Register Definitions
The UART control registers support the UART and the associated infrared encoder/decod-
ers. For more information about the infrared operation, see the Infrared Encoder/Decoder 
chapter on page 117.

UART Data Rate (bits/s)
System Clock Frequency (Hz)

16 UART Baud Rate Divisor Value
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------=

Interrupt Interval (s) System Clock Period (s) BRG[15:0]=
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passed to the UART. Communication is half-duplex, which means simultaneous data 
transmission and reception is not allowed.

The baud rate is set by the UART’s baud rate generator and supports IrDA standard baud 
rates from 9600 baud to 115.2 kbaud. Higher baud rates are possible, but do not meet IrDA 
specifications. The UART must be enabled to use the infrared endec. The infrared endec 
data rate is calculated using the following equation:

Transmitting IrDA Data

The data to be transmitted using the infrared transceiver is first sent to the UART. The 
UART’s transmit signal (TXD) and baud rate clock are used by the IrDA to generate the 
modulation signal (IR_TXD) that drives the infrared transceiver. Each UART/Infrared 
data bit is 16 clocks wide. If the data to be transmitted is 1, the IR_TXD signal remains 
low for the full 16 clock period. If the data to be transmitted is 0, the transmitter first out-
puts a 7 clock low period, followed by a 3 clock high pulse. Finally, a 6 clock low pulse is 
output to complete the full 16 clock data period. Figure 17 displays IrDA data transmis-
sion. When the infrared endec is enabled, the UART’s TXD signal is internal to Z8 
Encore! XP F0823 Series products while the IR_TXD signal is output through the TXD 
pin.

Figure 17. Infrared Data Transmission

Infrared Data Rate (bits/s)
System Clock Frequency (Hz)

16 UART Baud Rate Divisor Value
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------=

Baud Rate

IR_TXD

UART’s

16 clock
period

Start Bit = 0 Data Bit 0 = 1 Data Bit 1 = 0 Data Bit 2 = 1 Data Bit 3 = 1

7-clock
delay

3 clock
pulse

TXD

Clock
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Software Compensation Procedure

The value read from the ADC high and low byte registers are uncompensated. The user 
mode software must apply gain and offset correction to this uncompensated value for 
maximum accuracy. The following formula yields the compensated value:

where GAINCAL is the gain calibration byte, OFFCAL is the offset calibration byte and 
ADCuncomp is the uncompensated value read from the ADC. The OFFCAL value is in 
two’s complement format, as are the compensated and uncompensated ADC values.

The offset compensation is performed first, followed by the gain compensation. One bit of 
resolution is lost because of rounding on both the offset and gain computations. As a result 
the ADC registers read back 13 bits: 1 sign bit, two calibration bits lost to rounding and 10 
data bits. Also note that in the second term, the multiplication must be performed before 
the division by 216. Otherwise, the second term evaluates to zero incorrectly.

Although the ADC can be used without the gain and offset compensation, it does exhibit 
non-unity gain. Designing the ADC with sub-unity gain reduces noise across the ADC 
range but requires the ADC results to be scaled by a factor of 8/7.

ADC Control Register Definitions
The following sections define the ADC Control registers.

ADC Control Register 0

The ADC Control Register selects the analog input channel and initiates the analog-to-dig-
ital conversion.

ADCcomp ADCuncomp OFFCAL–  ADCuncomp OFFCAL– GAINCAL  21+=

Note:

Caution:
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ADC Data High Byte Register

The ADC Data High Byte Register contains the upper eight bits of the ADC output. The 
output is an 11-bit two’s complement value. During a single-shot conversion, this value is 
invalid. Access to the ADC Data High Byte register is read-only. Reading the ADC Data 
High Byte Register latches data in the ADC Low Bits Register.

Table 76. ADC Data High Byte Register (ADCD_H)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field ADCDH

RESET X X X X X X X X

R/W R R R R R R R R

Address F72H

Bit Description 

[7:0]
ADCDH

ADC Data High Byte
This byte contains the upper eight bits of the ADC output. These bits are not valid during a sin-
gle-shot conversion. During a continuous conversion, the most recent conversion output is 
held in this register. These bits are undefined after a Reset.
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Table 81. Flash Control Register (FCTL)

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field FCMD

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W W W W W W W W W

Address FF8H

Bit Description 

[7:0]
FCMD

Flash Command
73H = First unlock command.
8CH = Second unlock command.
95H = Page Erase command (must be third command in sequence to initiate Page Erase).
63H = Mass Erase command (must be third command in sequence to initiate Mass Erase).
5EH = Enable Flash Sector Protect Register Access.
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Zilog Calibration Data
This section briefly describes the features of the following Flash Option Bit calibration 
registers.

ADC Calibration Data: see page 153

Serialization Data: see page 154

Randomized Lot Identifier: see page 154

Table 92. Trim Option Bits at 0001H

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field Reserved

RESET U U U U U U U U

R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Address Information Page Memory 0021H

Note: U = Unchanged by Reset. R/W = Read/Write.

Bit Description 

[7:0] Reserved
These bits are reserved. Altering this register may result in incorrect device operation.

Table 93. Trim Option Bits at 0002H (TIPO) 

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Field IPO_TRIM

RESET U

R/W R/W

Address Information Page Memory 0022H

Note: U = Unchanged by Reset. R/W = Read/Write.

Bit Description 

[7:0]
IPO_TRIM

Internal Precision Oscillator Trim Byte
Contains trimming bits for the Internal Precision Oscillator.
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DEBUG Mode

The operating characteristics of the devices in DEBUG Mode are:

• The eZ8 CPU fetch unit stops, idling the eZ8 CPU, unless directed by the OCD to ex-
ecute specific instructions

• The system clock operates unless in STOP Mode

• All enabled on-chip peripherals operate unless in STOP Mode

• Automatically exits HALT Mode

• Constantly refreshes the Watchdog Timer, if enabled.

Entering DEBUG Mode

The device enters DEBUG Mode following the operations below:

• The device enters DEBUG Mode after the eZ8 CPU executes a BRK (breakpoint) in-
struction

• If the DBG pin is held Low during the most recent clock cycle of System Reset, the part 
enters DEBUG Mode upon exiting System Reset

Holding the DBG pin Low for an additional 5000 (minimum) clock cycles after reset 
(making sure to account for any specified frequency error if using an internal oscillator) 
prevents a false interpretation of an autobaud sequence (see the OCD Autobaud Detector/
Generator section on page 159).

Figure 24. Interfacing the On-Chip Debugger’s DBG Pin with an RS-232 Interface, # 2 of 2

RS-232 TX

RS-232 RX

RS-232
Transceiver

VDD

DBG Pin

10 k
Open-Drain

Buffer

Note:
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General Purpose I/O Port Input Data Sample Timing

Figure 29 displays a timing sequence for the GPIO port input sampling. The input value 
on a GPIO port pin is sampled on the rising edge of the system clock. The port value is 

Signal Input Bandwidth – 10 kHz As defined by –3 dB 
point

RS Analog Source Impedance4 – – 10 kW In unbuffered mode

Zin Input Impedance – 150 kW In unbuffered mode at 
20 MHz5

Vin Input Voltage Range 0 VDD V Unbuffered Mode

Table 129. Comparator Electrical Characteristics

Symbol Parameter

VDD = 2.7 V to 3.6 V
TA = –40°C to +105°C

Units ConditionsMinimum Typical Maximum

VOS Input DC Offset 5 mV

VCREF Programmable Internal 
Reference Voltage

+5 % 20-/28-pin devices

+3 % 8-pin devices

TPROP Propagation Delay 200 ns

VHYS Input Hysteresis 4 mV

VIN Input Voltage Range VSS VDD–1 V

Table 128. Analog-to-Digital Converter Electrical Characteristics and Timing (Continued)

Symbol Parameter

VDD = 3.0 V to 3.6 V
TA = 0°C to +70°C

(unless otherwise stated)

Units ConditionsMinimum Typical Maximum

Notes:
1. Analog source impedance affects the ADC offset voltage (because of pin leakage) and input settling time. 
2. Devices are factory calibrated at VDD = 3.3 V and TA = +30°C, so the ADC is maximally accurate under these 

conditions.
3. LSBs are defined assuming 10-bit resolution.
4. This is the maximum recommended resistance seen by the ADC input pin.
5. The input impedance is inversely proportional to the system clock frequency.
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Z8 Encore! XP F0823 Series with 4 KB Flash, 10-Bit Analog-to-Digital Converter

Standard Temperature: 0°C to 70°C

Z8F0423PB005SG 4 KB 1 KB 6 12 2 4 1 PDIP 8-pin package

Z8F0423QB005SG 4 KB 1 KB 6 12 2 4 1 QFN 8-pin package

Z8F0423SB005SG 4 KB 1 KB 6 12 2 4 1 SOIC 8-pin package

Z8F0423SH005SG 4 KB 1 KB 16 18 2 7 1 SOIC 20-pin package

Z8F0423HH005SG 4 KB 1 KB 16 18 2 7 1 SSOP 20-pin package

Z8F0423PH005SG 4 KB 1 KB 16 18 2 7 1 PDIP 20-pin package

Z8F0423SJ005SG 4 KB 1 KB 22 18 2 8 1 SOIC 28-pin package

Z8F0423HJ005SG 4 KB 1 KB 22 18 2 8 1 SSOP 28-pin package

Z8F0423PJ005SG 4 KB 1 KB 22 18 2 8 1 PDIP 28-pin package

Extended Temperature: –40°C to 105°C

Z8F0423PB005EG 4 KB 1 KB 6 12 2 4 1 PDIP 8-pin package

Z8F0423QB005EG 4 KB 1 KB 6 12 2 4 1 QFN 8-pin package

Z8F0423SB005EG 4 KB 1 KB 6 12 2 4 1 SOIC 8-pin package

Z8F0423SH005EG 4 KB 1 KB 16 18 2 7 1 SOIC 20-pin package

Z8F0423HH005EG 4 KB 1 KB 16 18 2 7 1 SSOP 20-pin package

Z8F0423PH005EG 4 KB 1 KB 16 18 2 7 1 PDIP 20-pin package

Z8F0423SJ005EG 4 KB 1 KB 22 18 2 8 1 SOIC 28-pin package

Z8F0423HJ005EG 4 KB 1 KB 22 18 2 8 1 SSOP 28-pin package

Z8F0423PJ005EG 4 KB 1 KB 22 18 2 8 1 PDIP 28-pin package

Table 135. Z8 Encore! XP F0823 Series Ordering Matrix (Continued)
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