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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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7. Memories

7.1 Features
 Flash program memory

 One linear address space
 In-system programmable
 Self-programming and boot loader support
 Application section for application code
 Application table section for application code or data storage
 Boot section for application code or boot loader code
 Separate read/write protection lock bits for all sections
 Built in fast CRC check of a selectable flash program memory section

 Data memory
 One linear address space
 Single-cycle access from CPU
 SRAM
 EEPROM

 Byte and page accessible
 Optional memory mapping for direct load and store

 I/O memory
 Configuration and status registers for all peripherals and modules
 Four bit-accessible general purpose registers for global variables or flags

 Separate buses for SRAM, EEPROM and I/O memory
 Simultaneous bus access for CPU

 Production signature row memory for factory programmed data
 ID for each microcontroller device type
 Serial number for each device
 Calibration bytes for factory calibrated peripherals

 User signature row
 One flash page in size
 Can be read and written from software
 Content is kept after chip erase

7.2 Overview

The Atmel AVR architecture has two main memory spaces, the program memory and the data memory. Executable code 
can reside only in the program memory, while data can be stored in the program memory and the data memory. The data 
memory includes the internal SRAM, and EEPROM for nonvolatile data storage. All memory spaces are linear and 
require no memory bank switching. Nonvolatile memory (NVM) spaces can be locked for further write and read/write 
operations. This prevents unrestricted access to the application software.

A separate memory section contains the fuse bytes. These are used for configuring important system functions, and can 
only be written by an external programmer.

The available memory size configurations are shown in “Ordering Information” on page 2. In addition, each device has a 
Flash memory signature row for calibration data, device identification, serial number etc.

7.3 Flash Program Memory

The Atmel AVR XMEGA devices contain on-chip, in-system reprogrammable flash memory for program storage. The 
flash memory can be accessed for read and write from an external programmer through the PDI or from application 
software running in the device.

All AVR CPU instructions are 16 or 32 bits wide, and each flash location is 16 bits wide. The flash memory is organized 
in two main sections, the application section and the boot loader section. The sizes of the different sections are fixed, but 
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14.3.4 Bus-keeper

The bus-keeper’s weak output produces the same logical level as the last output level. It acts as a pull-up if the last level 
was ‘1’, and pull-down if the last level was ‘0’.

Figure 14-4. I/O Configuration - Totem-pole with Bus-keeper

14.3.5 Others

Figure 14-5. Output Configuration - Wired-OR with Optional Pull-down

Figure 14-6. I/O Configuration - Wired-AND with Optional Pull-up
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Only Timer/Counter 0 has the split mode feature that split it into two 8-bit Timer/Counters with four compare channels 
each.

Some timer/counters have extensions to enable more specialized waveform and frequency generation. The advanced 
waveform extension (AWeX) is intended for motor control and other power control applications. It enables low- and high-
side output with dead-time insertion, as well as fault protection for disabling and shutting down external drivers. It can 
also generate a synchronized bit pattern across the port pins.

The advanced waveform extension can be enabled to provide extra and more advanced features for the Timer/Counter. 
This are only available for Timer/Counter 0. See “AWeX – Advanced Waveform Extension” on page 36 for more details.

The high-resolution (hi-res) extension can be used to increase the waveform output resolution by four or eight times by 
using an internal clock source running up to four times faster than the peripheral clock. See “Hi-Res – High Resolution 
Extension” on page 37 for more details.

Figure 15-1. Overview of a Timer/Counter and Closely Related Peripherals

PORTC has one Timer/Counter 0 and one Timer/Counter1. PORTD, and PORTE each has one timer/counter 0. Notation 
of these are TCC0 (time/counter C0), TCC1, TCD0, and TCE0 respectively.
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20. USB – Universal Serial Bus Interface

20.1 Features
 One USB 2.0 full speed (12Mbps) and low speed (1.5Mbps) device compliant interface

 Integrated on-chip USB transceiver, no external components needed

 16 endpoint addresses with full endpoint flexibility for up to 31 endpoints
 One input endpoint per endpoint address
 One output endpoint per endpoint address

 Endpoint address transfer type selectable to
 Control transfers
 Interrupt transfers
 Bulk transfers
 Isochronous transfers

 Configurable data payload size per endpoint, up to 1023 bytes

 Endpoint configuration and data buffers located in internal SRAM
 Configurable location for endpoint configuration data
 Configurable location for each endpoint's data buffer

 Built-in direct memory access (DMA) to internal SRAM for:
 Endpoint configurations
 Reading and writing endpoint data

 Ping-pong operation for higher throughput and double buffered operation
 Input and output endpoint data buffers used in a single direction
 CPU can update data buffer during transfer

 Multipacket transfer for reduced interrupt load and software intervention
 Data payload exceeding maximum packet size is transferred in one continuous transfer
 No interrupts or software interaction on packet transaction level

 Transaction complete FIFO for workflow management when using multiple endpoints
 Tracks all completed transactions in a first-come, first-served work queue

 Clock selection independent of system clock source and selection

 Minimum 1.5MHz CPU clock required for low speed USB operation

 Minimum 12MHz CPU clock required for full speed operation

 Connection to event system

 On chip debug possibilities during USB transactions

20.2 Overview

The USB module is a USB 2.0 full speed (12Mbps) and low speed (1.5Mbps) device compliant interface.

The USB supports 16 endpoint addresses. All endpoint addresses have one input and one output endpoint, for a total of 
31 configurable endpoints and one control endpoint. Each endpoint address is fully configurable and can be configured 
for any of the four transfer types; control, interrupt, bulk, or isochronous. The data payload size is also selectable, and it 
supports data payloads up to 1023 bytes.

No dedicated memory is allocated for or included in the USB module. Internal SRAM is used to keep the configuration for 
each endpoint address and the data buffer for each endpoint. The memory locations used for endpoint configurations 
and data buffers are fully configurable. The amount of memory allocated is fully dynamic, according to the number of 
endpoints in use and the configuration of these. The USB module has built-in direct memory access (DMA), and will 
read/write data from/to the SRAM when a USB transaction takes place.

To maximize throughput, an endpoint address can be configured for ping-pong operation. When done, the input and 
output endpoints are both used in the same direction. The CPU can then read/write one data buffer while the USB 
module writes/reads the others, and vice versa. This gives double buffered communication.
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26. ADC – 12-bit Analog to Digital Converter

26.1 Features
 One Analog to Digital Converter (ADC)

 12-bit resolution

 Up to 300 thousand samples per second
 Down to 2.3µs conversion time with 8-bit resolution
 Down to 3.35µs conversion time with 12-bit resolution

 Differential and single-ended input
 12 single-ended inputs
 12x4 differential inputs without gain
 8x4 differential input with gain

 Built-in differential gain stage
 1/2x, 1x, 2x, 4x, 8x, 16x, 32x, and 64x gain options

 Single, continuous and scan conversion options

 Three internal inputs
 Internal temperature sensor
 AVCC voltage divided by 10
 1.1V bandgap voltage

 Internal and external reference options

 Compare function for accurate monitoring of user defined thresholds

 Optional event triggered conversion for accurate timing

 Optional interrupt/event on compare result

26.2 Overview

The ADC converts analog signals to digital values. The ADC has 12-bit resolution and is capable of converting up to 300 
thousand samples per second (ksps). The input selection is flexible, and both single-ended and differential 
measurements can be done. For differential measurements, an optional gain stage is available to increase the dynamic 
range. In addition, several internal signal inputs are available. The ADC can provide both signed and unsigned results.

The ADC measurements can either be started by application software or an incoming event from another peripheral in 
the device. The ADC measurements can be started with predictable timing, and without software intervention.

Both internal and external reference voltages can be used. An integrated temperature sensor is available for use with the 
ADC. The AVCC/10 and the bandgap voltage can also be measured by the ADC.

The ADC has a compare function for accurate monitoring of user defined thresholds with minimum software intervention 
required.
46XMEGA C4 [DATASHEET]
 Atmel-8493I-AVR-ATxmega16C4-32C4-Datasheet–12/2014



29. Pinout and Pin Functions

The device pinout is shown in “Pinout/Block Diagram” on page 4. In addition to general purpose I/O functionality, each 
pin can have several alternate functions. This will depend on which peripheral is enabled and connected to the actual pin. 
Only one of the pin functions can be used at time.

29.1 Alternate Pin Function Description

The tables below show the notation for all pin functions available and describe its function.

29.1.1 Operation/Power Supply

29.1.2 Port Interrupt Functions

29.1.3 Analog Functions

29.1.4 Timer/Counter and AWEX Functions

29.1.5 Communication Functions

VCC Digital supply voltage

AVCC Analog supply voltage

GND Ground

SYNC Port pin with full synchronous and limited asynchronous interrupt function

ASYNC Port pin with full synchronous and full asynchronous interrupt function

ACn Analog Comparator input pin n

ACnOUT Analog Comparator n output

ADCn Analog to Digital Converter input pin n

AREF Analog Reference input pin

OCnxLS Output Compare Channel x Low Side for Timer/Counter n

OCnxHS Output Compare Channel x High Side for Timer/Counter n

SCL Serial Clock for TWI

SDA Serial Data for TWI

XCKn Transfer Clock for USART n

RXDn Receiver Data for USART n 

TXDn Transmitter Data for USART n 

SS Slave Select for SPI

MOSI Master Out Slave In for SPI

MISO Master In Slave Out for SPI
51XMEGA C4 [DATASHEET]
 Atmel-8493I-AVR-ATxmega16C4-32C4-Datasheet–12/2014



ICALL Indirect Call to (Z)
PC(15:0)

PC(21:16)




Z,
0

None 2 / 3(1)

EICALL Extended Indirect Call to (Z)
PC(15:0)

PC(21:16)




Z,
EIND

None 3(1)

CALL k call Subroutine PC  k None 3 / 4(1)

RET Subroutine Return PC  STACK None 4 / 5(1)

RETI Interrupt Return PC  STACK I 4 / 5(1)

CPSE Rd,Rr Compare, Skip if Equal if (Rd = Rr) PC  PC + 2 or 3 None 1 / 2 / 3

CP Rd,Rr Compare Rd - Rr Z,C,N,V,S,H 1 

CPC Rd,Rr Compare with Carry Rd - Rr - C Z,C,N,V,S,H 1

CPI Rd,K Compare with Immediate Rd - K Z,C,N,V,S,H 1

SBRC Rr, b Skip if Bit in Register Cleared if (Rr(b) = 0) PC  PC + 2 or 3 None 1 / 2 / 3

SBRS Rr, b Skip if Bit in Register Set if (Rr(b) = 1) PC  PC + 2 or 3 None 1 / 2 / 3

SBIC A, b Skip if Bit in I/O Register Cleared if (I/O(A,b) = 0) PC  PC + 2 or 3 None 2 / 3 / 4

SBIS A, b Skip if Bit in I/O Register Set If (I/O(A,b) =1) PC  PC + 2 or 3 None 2 / 3 / 4

BRBS s, k Branch if Status Flag Set if (SREG(s) = 1) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRBC s, k Branch if Status Flag Cleared if (SREG(s) = 0) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BREQ  k Branch if Equal if (Z = 1) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRNE  k Branch if Not Equal if (Z = 0) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRCS  k Branch if Carry Set if (C = 1) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRCC  k Branch if Carry Cleared if (C = 0) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRSH  k Branch if Same or Higher if (C = 0) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRLO  k Branch if Lower if (C = 1) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRMI  k Branch if Minus if (N = 1) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRPL  k Branch if Plus if (N = 0) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRGE  k Branch if Greater or Equal, Signed if (N  V= 0) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRLT  k Branch if Less Than, Signed if (N  V= 1) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRHS  k Branch if Half Carry Flag Set if (H = 1) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRHC  k Branch if Half Carry Flag Cleared if (H = 0) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRTS  k Branch if T Flag Set if (T = 1) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRTC  k Branch if T Flag Cleared if (T = 0) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRVS  k Branch if Overflow Flag is Set if (V = 1) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRVC  k Branch if Overflow Flag is Cleared if (V = 0) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRIE  k Branch if Interrupt Enabled if (I = 1) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

BRID  k Branch if Interrupt Disabled if (I = 0) then PC  PC + k + 1 None 1 / 2

Data transfer instructions

MOV Rd, Rr Copy Register Rd  Rr None 1

MOVW Rd, Rr Copy Register Pair Rd+1:Rd  Rr+1:Rr None 1

LDI Rd, K Load Immediate Rd  K None 1

Mnemonics Operands Description Operation Flags #Clocks
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Table 33-5. Current Consumption for Modules and Peripherals

Note: 1. All parameters measured as the difference in current consumption between module enabled and disabled. All data at VCC = 3.0V, ClkSYS = 1MHz external clock 
without prescaling, T = 25°C unless other conditions are given.

Symbol Parameter Condition(1) Min. Typ. Max. Units

ICC

ULP oscillator 0.8

µA

32.768kHz int. oscillator 29

2MHz int. oscillator
85

DFLL enabled with 32.768kHz int. osc. as reference 115

32MHz int. oscillator
245

DFLL enabled with 32.768kHz int. osc. as reference 410

PLL
20x multiplication factor,
32MHz int. osc. DIV4 as reference

290

Watchdog timer 1.0

BOD
Continuous mode 138

Sampled mode, includes ULP oscillator 1.2

Internal 1.0V reference 175

Temperature sensor 170

ADC

16ksps
VREF = Ext ref

1.2

mA

CURRLIMIT = LOW 1.0

CURRLIMIT = MEDIUM 0.9

CURRLIMIT = HIGH 0.8

75ksps
VREF = Ext ref

CURRLIMIT = LOW 1.7

300ksps
VREF = Ext ref

3.1

USART Rx and Tx enabled, 9600 BAUD 11 µA

Flash memory and EEPROM programming 4 mA
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33.1.5 I/O Pin Characteristics

The I/O pins complies with the JEDEC LVTTL and LVCMOS specification and the high- and low-level input and output 
voltage limits reflect or exceed this specification. 

Table 33-7. I/O Pin Characteristics

Notes: 1. The sum of all IOH for PORTA and PORTB must not exceed 100mA.
The sum of all IOH for PORTC, PORTD, and PORTE must for each port not exceed 200mA.
The sum of all IOH for pins PF[0-5] on PORTF must not exceed 200mA.
The sum of all IOL for pins PF[6-7] on PORTF, PORTR, and PDI must not exceed 100mA.

2. The sum of all IOL for PORTA and PORTB must not exceed 100mA.
The sum of all IOL for PORTC, PORTD, and PORTE must for each port not exceed 200mA.
The sum of all IOL for pins PF[0-5] on PORTF must not exceed 200mA.
The sum of all IOL for pins PF[6-7] on PORTF, PORTR, and PDI must not exceed 100mA.

Symbol Parameter Condition Min. Typ. Max. Units

IOH 
(1)/

IOL 
(2) I/O pin source/sink current -20 20 mA

VIH High level input voltage
VCC = 2.4 - 3.6V 0.7*Vcc VCC+0.5

V

VCC = 1.6 - 2.4V 0.8*VCC VCC+0.5

VIL Low level input voltage
VCC = 2.4- 3.6V -0.5 0.3*VCC

VCC = 1.6 - 2.4V -0.5 0.2*VCC

VOH High level output voltage

VCC = 3.3V IOH = -4mA 2.6 2.9

VCC = 3.0V IOH = -3mA 2.1 2.7

VCC = 1.8V IOH = -1mA 1.4 1.6

VOL Low level output voltage

VCC = 3.3V IOL = 8mA 0.4 0.76

VCC = 3.0V IOL = 5mA 0.3 0.64

VCC = 1.8V IOL = 3mA 0.2 0.46

IIN Input leakage current I/O pin T = 25°C <0.01 1 µA

RP Pull/buss keeper resistor 25 k
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33.1.13.5Internal Phase Locked Loop (PLL) Characteristics

Table 33-23. Internal PLL Characteristics

Note: 1. The maximum output frequency vs. supply voltage is linear between 1.8V and 2.7V, and can never be higher than four times the maximum CPU frequency.

33.1.13.6External Clock Characteristics

Figure 33-3. External Clock Drive Waveform

Table 33-24. External Clock used as System Clock without Prescaling

Note: 1. The maximum frequency vs. supply voltage is linear between 1.8V and 2.7V, and the same applies for all other parameters with supply voltage conditions.

Symbol Parameter Condition Min. Typ. Max. Units

fIN Input frequency Output frequency must be within fOUT 0.4 64

MHz
fOUT Output frequency (1)

VCC= 1.6 - 1.8V 20 48

VCC= 2.7 - 3.6V 20 128

Start-up time 25
µs

Re-lock time 25

tCH

tCL

tCK

tCH

VIL1

VIH1

tCR tCF

Symbol Parameter Condition Min. Typ. Max. Units

1/tCK Clock frequency(1)
VCC = 1.6 - 1.8V 0 12

MHz
VCC = 2.7 - 3.6V 0 32

tCK Clock period
VCC = 1.6 - 1.8V 83.3

ns

VCC = 2.7 - 3.6V 31.5

tCH Clock high time
VCC = 1.6 - 1.8V 30.0

VCC = 2.7 - 3.6V 12.5

tCL Clock low time
VCC = 1.6 - 1.8V 30.0

VCC = 2.7 - 3.6V 12.5

tCR Rise time (for maximum frequency)
VCC = 1.6 - 1.8V 10

VCC = 2.7 - 3.6V 3

tCF Fall time (for maximum frequency)
VCC = 1.6 - 1.8V 10

VCC = 2.7 - 3.6V 3

tCK Change in period from one clock cycle to the next 10 %
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Figure 33-8. Maximum Frequency vs. VCC
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33.2.6 ADC Characteristics

Table 33-37. Power supply, Reference, and Input Range

Table 33-38. Clock and Timing

Symbol Parameter Condition Min. Typ. Max. Units

AVCC Analog supply voltage VCC- 0.3 VCC+ 0.3
V

VREF Reference voltage 1 AVCC- 0.6

Rin Input resistance Switched 4.5 k

Cin Input capacitance Switched 5 pF

RAREF Reference input resistance (leakage only) >10 M

CAREF Reference input capacitance Static load 7 pF

Vin Input range 0 VREF

VConversion range Differential mode, Vinp - Vinn -VREF VREF

Conversion range Single ended unsigned mode, Vinp -V VREF-V

Symbol Parameter Condition Min. Typ. Max. Units

ClkADC ADC clock frequency

Maximum is 1/4 of peripheral clock 
frequency

100 1800
kHz

Measuring internal signals 125

fClkADC Sample rate

16

300

ksps
fADC Sample rate

Current limitation (CURRLIMIT) off 300

CURRLIMIT = LOW 250

CURRLIMIT = MEDIUM 150

CURRLIMIT = HIGH 50

Sampling time
Configurable in steps of 1/2 ClkADC cycles 
up to 32 ClkADC cycles

0.28 320 µs

Conversion time (latency)
(RES+1)/2 + GAIN
RES (Resolution) = 8 or 12, GAIN=0 to 3

4.5 10

ClkADC
cyclesStart-up time ADC clock cycles 12 24

ADC settling time After changing reference or input mode 7 7
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Figure 34-5. Active Mode Supply Current vs. VCC

fSYS = 2MHz internal oscillator

Figure 34-6. Active Mode Supply Current vs. VCC

fSYS = 32MHz internal oscillator prescaled to 8MHz
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Figure 34-17.Power-down Mode Supply Current vs. Temperature
Watchdog and sampled BOD enabled and running from internal ULP oscillator

34.1.1.4 Power-save Mode Supply Current

Figure 34-18.Power-save Mode Supply Current vs.VCC

Real Time Counter enabled and running from 1.024kHz output of 32.768kHz TOSC
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Figure 34-27. I/O Pin Output Voltage vs. Source Current

Figure 34-28. I/O Pin Output Voltage vs. Sink Current
VCC = 1.8V
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Figure 34-53. Voltage Scaler INL vs. SCALEFAC
T = 25C, VCC = 3.0V

34.1.5 Internal 1.0V Reference Characteristics

Figure 34-54. ADC Internal 1.0V Reference vs. Temperature
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Figure 34-73. 32MHz Internal Oscillator CALA Calibration Step Size
VCC = 3.0V

34.1.9.5 32MHz Internal Oscillator Calibrated to 48MHz

Figure 34-74. 48MHz Internal Oscillator Frequency vs. Temperature
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Figure 34-112. I/O Pin Input Threshold Voltage vs. VCC

VIH I/O pin read as “1”

Figure 34-113. I/O Pin Input Threshold Voltage vs. VCC

VIL I/O pin read as “0”
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