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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
The NuMicro™ NUC100 Series is 32-bit microcontrollers with embedded ARM® Cortex™-M0 core 
for industrial control and applications which need rich communication interfaces. The Cortex™-M0 
is the newest ARM® embedded processor with 32-bit performance and at a cost equivalent to 
traditional 8-bit microcontroller. NuMicro™ NUC100 Series includes NUC100, NUC120, NUC130 
and NUC140 product line. 

The NuMicro™ NUC140 Connectivity  Line with USB 2.0 full-speed and CAN functions embeds 
Cortex™-M0 core running up to 50 MHz with 32K/64K/128K-byte embedded flash, 4K/8K/16K-
byte embedded SRAM, and 4K-byte loader ROM for the ISP.. It also equips with plenty of 
peripheral devices, such as Timers, Watchdog Timer, RTC, PDMA, UART, SPI, I2C, I2S, PWM 
Timer, GPIO, LIN, CAN, PS/2, USB 2.0 FS Device, 12-bit ADC, Analog Comparator, Low Voltage 
Reset Controller and Brown-out Detector. 

 

Product Line UART SPI I2C USB LIN CAN PS/2 I2S 

NUC100 ● ● ●    ● ● 

NUC120 ● ● ● ●   ● ● 

NUC130 ● ● ●  ● ● ● ● 

NUC140 ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● 

Table 1-1 Connectivity Supported Table 
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2 FEATURES 
The equipped features are dependent on the product line and their sub products. 

2.1 NuMicro™ NUC140 Features – Connectivity Line 
• Core 

– ARM® Cortex™-M0 core runs up to 50 MHz 
– One 24-bit system timer 
– Supports low power sleep mode 
– Single-cycle 32-bit hardware multiplier 
– NVIC for the 32 interrupt inputs, each with 4-levels of priority 
– Serial Wire Debug supports with 2 watchpoints/4 breakpoints 

• Build-in LDO for wide operating voltage ranges from 2.5 V to 5.5 V 

• Flash Memory 

– 32K/64K/128K bytes Flash for program code  
– 4KB flash for ISP loader 
– Support In-system program (ISP) application code update 
– 512 byte page erase for flash 
– Configurable data flash address and size for 128KB system, fixed 4KB data flash for 

the 32KB and 64KB system 
– Support 2 wire ICP update through SWD/ICE interface 
– Support fast parallel programming mode by external programmer 

• SRAM Memory 

– 4K/8K/16K bytes embedded SRAM 
– Support PDMA mode 

• PDMA (Peripheral DMA) 

– Support 9 channels PDMA for automatic data transfer between SRAM and peripherals 
• Clock Control 

– Flexible selection for different applications 
– Built-in 22.1184 MHz high speed OSC for system operation 

 Trimmed to  1 % at +25 ℃ and VDD = 5 V 
 Trimmed to  3 % at -40 ℃ ~ +85 ℃ and VDD = 2.5 V ~ 5.5 V 

– Built-in 10 KHz low speed OSC for Watchdog Timer and Wake-up operation 
– Support one PLL, up to 50 MHz, for high performance system operation 
– External 4~24 MHz high speed crystal input for USB and precise timing operation 
– External 32.768 kHz low speed crystal input for RTC function and low power system 

operation 
• GPIO 

– Four I/O modes: 
 Quasi bi-direction 
 Push-Pull output 
 Open-Drain output 
 Input only with high impendence 

– TTL/Schmitt trigger input selectable 
– I/O pin can be configured as interrupt source with edge/level setting 
– High driver and high sink IO mode support 

Publication Release Date:  Jan. 2, 2012 
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3.2.1.2 NuMicro™ NUC140 LQFP 64 pin 
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 Low power sleep mode entry using Wait For Interrupt (WFI), Wait For Event 
(WFE) instructions, or the return from interrupt sleep-on-exit feature 

 NVIC that features: 

 32 external interrupt inputs, each with four levels of priority 

 Dedicated Non-Maskable Interrupt (NMI) input. 

 Support for both level-sensitive and pulse-sensitive interrupt lines 

 Wake-up Interrupt Controller (WIC), providing ultra-low power sleep mode 
support. 

 Debug support 

 Four hardware breakpoints. 

 Two watchpoints. 

 Program Counter Sampling Register (PCSR) for non-intrusive code profiling. 

 Single step and vector catch capabilities. 

 Bus interfaces: 

 Single 32-bit AMBA-3 AHB-Lite system interface that provides simple integration 
to all system peripherals and memory. 

 Single 32-bit slave port that supports the DAP (Debug Access Port). 
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rity “0” is treated as the fourth priority on 
“NMI” and “Hard Fault”. 

 

 

5.2.6.1 Exception Model and System Interrupt Map 

Table 5-2 lists the exception model supported by NuMicro™ NUC100 Series. Software can set 
four levels of priority on some of these exceptions as well as on all interrupts. The highest user-
configurable priority is denoted as “0” and the lowest priority is denoted as “3”. The default priority 
of all the user-configurable interrupts is “0”. Note that prio
the system, after three system exceptions “Reset”, 

Exception Name Vector Number Priority 

Reset 1 -3 

NMI 2 -2 

Hard Fault 3 -1 

Reserved 4 ~ 10 Reserved 

SVCall 11 Configurable 

Reserved 12 ~ 13 Reserved 

PendSV 14 Configurable 

SysTick 15 Configurable 

Interrupt (IRQ0 ~ IRQ31) 16 ~ 47 Configurable 

Table 5-2 Exception Model 

 

Vector 
Number 

Interrupt 
Number 

(Bit in Interrupt 
Registers) 

Interrupt 
Name Source IP Interrupt description 

0 ~ 15 - - - System exceptions 

16 0 BOD_OUT Brown-Out Brown-Out low voltage detected interrupt 

17 1 WDT_INT WDT Watchdog Timer interrupt 

18 2 EINT0 GPIO External signal interrupt from PB.14 pin 

19 3 EINT1 GPIO External signal interrupt from PB.15 pin 

20 4 GPAB_INT GPIO External signal interrupt from PA[15:0]/PB[13:0] 

21 5 GPCDE_INT GPIO External interrupt from PC[15:0]/PD[15:0]/PE[15:0]

22 6 PWMA_INT PWM0~3 PWM0, PWM1, PWM2 and PWM3 interrupt 

23 7 PWMB_INT PWM4~7 PWM4, PWM5, PWM6 and PWM7 interrupt 

24 8 TMR0_INT TMR0 Timer 0 interrupt 

25 9 TMR1_INT TMR1 Timer 1 interrupt 
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ler 

5.3.

ets the power down enable bit (PWR_DOWN_EN) and 
Cortex-M0 core executes the WFI instruction. After that, chip enter power down mode and wait for 
wake-up interrupt source triggered to leave power down mode. In the power down mode, the 
c e 24 MHz high speed crystal and internal 22.1184 MHz high 
speed oscilla r to reduce t ption. 

 

5.3 Clock Control

1 Overview 
The clock controller generates the clocks for the whole chip, including system clocks and all 
peripheral clocks. The clock controller also implements the power control function with the 
individually clock ON/OFF control, clock source selection and a clock divider. The chip will not 
enter power down mode until CPU s

lock controller turns off th  external 4~
to he overall system power consum
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5.3.2 Clock Generator 
The clock generator consists of 5 clock sources which are listed below: 

 One external 32.768 kHz low speed crystal 

 One external 4~24 MHz high speed crystal 

 One programmable PLL FOUT(PLL source consists of external 4~24 MHz high speed 
crystal and internal 22.1184 MHz high speed oscillator) 

 One internal 22.1184 MHz high speed oscillator 

 One internal 10 kHz low speed oscillator 

 

XT_OUT

External   
4~24 MHz 

Crystal

XTL12M_EN (PWRCON[0])

XT_IN

Internal 
22.1184 MHz

Oscillator

OSC22M_EN (PWRCON[2])
0

1
PLL

PLL_SRC (PLLCON[19])

PLL FOUT

X32O

External 
32.768 kHz 

Crystal

32.768 kHz

XTL32K_EN (PWRCON[1])

X32I

Internal         
10 kHz 

Oscillator

OSC10K_EN(PWRCON[3])

4~24 MHz

22.1184 MHz

10 kHz

 

Figure 5-4 Clock generator block diagram 
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ysTick Clock 
ock generator block. The 

 (CLKSEL0[2:0]). The block diagram is 

5.3.3 System Clock and S
The system clock has 5 clock sources which were generated from cl
clock source switch depends on the register HCLK_S
showed in Figure 5-5. 

111

011

010

001

PLLFOUT

32.768 kHz

4~24 MHz

10 kHz

HCLK_S (CLKSEL0[2:0])

22.1184 MHz

000

1/(HCLK_N+1)
HCLK_N (CLKDIV[3:0])

CPU in Power Down Mode

CPU

AHB

CPUCLK

HCLK

PCLK
APB

Figure 5-5 System Clock Block Diagram 

The clock source of SysTick in Cortex-M0 core can use CPU clock or external clock 
(SYST_CSR[2]). If using external clock, the SysTick clock (STCLK) has 5 clock sources. The 
clock source switch depends on the setting of the register STCLK_S (CLKSEL0[5:3]). The block 
diagram is showed in Figure 5-6. 

 

Fig m ure 5-6 SysTick Clock Control Block Diagra
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The I2C bus uses two wires (SDA and SCL) to transfer information between devices connected to 
 features of the bus are: 

bus (no central master) 

 Built-in a 14-bit time-out counter will request the I2C interrupt if the I2C bus hangs up 
and timer-out counter overflows. 

 External pull-up are needed for high output 

 Programmable clocks allow versatile rate control 

 Supports 7-bit addressing mode 

 I2C-bus controllers support multiple address recognition ( Four slave address with 
mask option) 

 

5.6.2 Features 

the bus. The main

 Master/Slave mode 

 Bidirectional data transfer between masters and slaves 

 Multi-master 

 Arbitration between simultaneously transmitting masters without corruption of serial 
data on the bus 

 Serial clock synchronization allows devices with different bit rates to communicate via 
one serial bus 

 Serial clock synchronization can be used as a handshake mechanism to suspend and 
resume serial transfer  
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Area Network (CAN) 

Error! Reference source not found.). The CAN Core performs 

 the physical layer, additional 

red. The Message 
are stored in the 

ges are implemented in the 
iltering, the transfer of messages 
ling of transmission requests as well 

 control/configure the CAN Core and the Message Handler 

 

entifier mask. 

sage Objects). 

n mode for Time Triggered CAN applications. 

s. 

 

5.13 Controller 

5.13.1 Overview 
The C_CAN consists of the CAN Core, Message RAM, Message Handler, Control Registers and 
Module Interface (Refer 
communication according to the CAN protocol version 2.0 part A and B. The bit rate can be 
programmed to values up to 1MBit/s. For the connection to
transceiver hardware is required. 

For communication on a CAN network, individual Message Objects are configu
Objects and Identifier Masks for acceptance filtering of received messages 
Message RAM. All functions concerning the handling of messa
Message Handler. These functions include acceptance f
between the CAN Core and the Message RAM, and the hand
as the generation of the module interrupt. 

The register set of the C_CAN can be accessed directly by the software through the module 
interface. These registers are used to
and to access the Message RAM. 

5.13.2 Features 
 Supports CAN protocol version 2.0 part A and B. 

 Bit rates up to 1 MBit/s. 

 32 Message Objects. 

 Each Message Object has its own id

 Programmable FIFO mode (concatenation of Mes

 Maskable interrupt. 

 Disabled Automatic Re-transmissio

 Programmable loop-back mode for self-test operation. 

 16-bit module interfaces to the AMBA APB bu

 Support wake-up function  
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mate control over communication. DATA sent from the host to 

 

5.14

 Programmable 1 to 16 bytes transmit buffer to reduce CPU intervention 

 Double buffer for data reception 

erride bus 

5.14 PS/2 Device Controller (PS2D) 

5.14.1 Overview 
PS/2 device controller provides basic timing control for PS/2 communication. All communication 
between the device and the host is managed through the CLK and DATA pins. Unlike PS/2 
keyboard or mouse device controller, the received/transmit code needs to be translated as 
meaningful code by firmware. The device controller generates the CLK signal after receiving a 
request to send, but host has ulti
the device is read on the rising edge and DATA sent from device to the host is change after rising 
edge. A 16 bytes FIFO is used to reduce CPU intervention. S/W can select 1 to 16 bytes for a 
continuous transmission. 

.2 Features 
 Host communication inhibit and request to send detection 

 Reception frame error detection 

 S/W ov
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5.15

ing 8-, 16-, 24- and 32-bit word sizes 

 Mono and stereo audio data supported 
2 d MSB justified data format supported 

it and one for receive 

n buffer levels cross a programmable boundary 

 

5.15 I2S Controller (I2S) 

5.15.1 Overview 
The I2S controller consists of IIS protocol to interface with external audio CODEC. Two 8 word 
deep FIFO for read path and write path respectively and is capable of handling 8 ~ 32 bit word 
sizes. DMA controller handles the data movement between FIFO and memory. 

.2 Features 
 I2S can operate as either master or slave 

 Capable of handl

 I S an

 Two 8 word FIFO data buffers are provided, one for transm

 Generates interrupt requests whe

 Two DMA requests, one for transmit and one for receive 
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SPECIFICATION 
PARAMETER SYM.

MIN. TYP. MAX. UNIT
TEST CONDITIONS 

Input High Voltage PA, PB, 
PC, PD, PE (Schmitt input) IH2 0.7 DD DD .5V V - V +0 V  

Hysteresis voltage of PA~PE 
(Schmitt input) VHY  0.2 VDD  V  

0 - 0  .8 VDD = 4.5 V 
Input Low Voltage XT1[*2] VIL3 

0 - 0.4 
V 

VDD = 3.0 V 

3.5 - V  
+

DD
0.2 V V  = 5.5 V DD

Input High Voltage XT1[*2] IH3

2.4 - VDD 
+0.2  

V  
VDD = 3.0 V 

Input Low Voltage X32I[*2] 0  VIL4 0 - .4 v  

Input High Voltage X32I[*2] VIH4 1.7  2.5 V  

Negative going threshold 

(Schmitt input), /RESET 
-0  0.3 DDVILS .5 - V V  

Positive going threshold 

(Schmitt input), /RESET 
 0.7 DD VDD .5VIHS V - +0 V  

ISR11 -300 -370 -450 μA VDD = 4.5 V, VS = 2.4 V 

ISR12 -50 -70 -90 μA VDD = 2.7 V, VS = 2.2 V 
Source Current PA, PB, PC, 

ctional 

ISR13 -40 -60 -80 μA

PD, PE (Quasi-bidire
Mode) 

VDD = 2.5 V, VS = 2.0 V 

ISR21 -20 -24 -  28 mA VDD = 4.5 V, VS = 2.4 V 

I 22 -4 -6 -8 mA VDD = 2.7 V, VS = 2.2 V SR
Source Current PA, PB, PC
PD, PE (Push-pull Mode) 

, 

ISR23 -3 -5 -7 mA VDD = 2.5 V, VS = 2.0 V 

ISK11 10 16 20 mA VDD = 4.5 V, VS = 0.45 V 

I 1  0.45 V SK12 7 0 13 mA VDD = 2.7 V, VS =
Sink Current PA, PB, PC, PD, 
PE (Quasi-bidirectional and 
Push-pull Mode) 

ISK13 6 9 12 mA VDD = 2.5 V, VS = 0.45 V 

Brown-Out voltage with  
BOV_VL [1:0] =00b VBO2.2 2  2.1 .2 2.3 V  

Brown-Out voltage with  
BOV_VL [1:0] =01b V 2  BO2.7 2.6 .7 2.8 V  

Brown-Out voltage with  
BOV_VL [1:0] =10b VBO3.8 3.6 3.8 V 4.0  

Brown-Out voltage with  
BOV_VL [1:0] =11b VBO4.5 4  V 4.3 .5 4.7  

Hysteresis range of BOD 
voltage VBH 30 - 150 m DD = 2.5 V~5.5 V V V
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SPECIFICATION 
PARAMETER SYM.

MIN. TYP. MAX. UNIT
TEST CONDITIONS 

Bandgap voltage VBG 1.20 1.26 1 DD = 2.5 V~5.5 V .32 V V

Note: 

inp

2. Crystal Input is a CMOS input. 

 PE can source a transition current w they  b y driven from 1 to 0. In the 
nsition current reaches its maximum value wh IN  to 2 V. 

1. /RESET pin is a Schmitt trigger ut. 

3. Pins of PA, PB, PC, PD and
condition of VDD=5.5 V, 5he tra

hen  are
en V

eing externall
 approximates
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.4 Analog Characteristics 7

7.4.1 Specification of 12-bit SARADC 
SYMBOL PARAMETER MIN. TYP. MAX. UNIT

- Resolution - - 12 Bit 

DNL Differential nonlinearity error ±3 LSB- - 

INL Integral nonlinearity error ±4 LSB- - 

EO Offset error - ±1 10 LSB

EG Gain error (Transfer gain) - 1 1.005 - 

- Monotonic uG aranteed  

FADC ADC clock frequency (AVDD=5V/3V) - MHz- 16/8 

FS Sample rate 700 K SPS- - 

VDDA Supply voltage 3 - 5.5 V 

IDD - 0.5 - mA

IDDA 
Supply current (Avg.) 

- 1.5 - mA

VREF Reference voltage - VDDA - V 

IREF Reference current (Avg.) - 1 - mA

VIN Input voltage 0 - VREF V 
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7.4.3 Specification of Low Voltage Reset 
PARAMETER C IOONDIT N MIN. TYP. MAX. UNIT

O V peration voltage - 1.7 - 5.5 

Quiescent current V - uA DD=5.5 V - 5 

Temperature - -40 25 85 ℃ 

Temperature=25  .7  V ℃ 1 2.0 2.3

Temperature=-40℃ - 2.4 - V Threshold voltage 

Temperature=85℃ - 1.6 - V 

Hysteresis  - 0 0 0 V 

 

7.4.4 Specification of Brown-Out Detector 
PARAMETER CONDITION MIN. TYP. MAX. UNIT

Operation voltage - 2.5 - 5.5 V 

Quiescent current AVDD=5.5 V - - 125 μA 

Temperature - -40 25 85 ℃ 

BOV_VL[1:0]=11 4.3 4.5 4.7 V 

BOV_VL [1:0]=10 3.6 3.8 4.0 V 

BOV_VL [1:0]=01 2.6 2.7 2.8 V 
Brown-out voltage 

BOV_VL [1:0]=00 2.1 2.2 2.3 V 

Hysteresis - 30 - 150 mV

 

7.4.5 Specification of Power-On Reset (5 V) 
PARAMETER CONDITION MIN. TYP. MAX. UNIT

Temperature - -40 25 85 ℃ 

Reset voltage V+ - 2 - V 

Quiescent current Vin>reset voltage - 1 - nA 
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otprint 2.0 mm) 

0 70

1.00

0.750.60

12.00

0.45

0.039

0.0300.024

0.472

0.018

0.50

0.20

0.27

1.45

1.60

10.00

1.40

0.09

0.17

1.35

0.05

0.008

0.011

0.057

0.063

0.393

0.055

0.020

0.004

0.007

0.053

0.002

Symbol
Min Nom Max MaxNomMin

Dimension in inch Dimension in mm

A

b
c
D

e
HD

HE

L

y
0

A
A

L 1

1

2

E

0.008 0.20

 7

0.393 10.00

0.472 12.00

0.006 0.15

0.004 0.10

3.5 3.5  

 


