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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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Product Status Obsolete

Number of LABs/CLBs 2530

Number of Logic Elements/Cells 60214

Total RAM Bits 5371904

Number of I/O 156

Number of Gates -

Voltage - Supply 0.87V ~ 0.93V

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Operating Temperature -40°C ~ 100°C (TJ)

Package / Case 358-LFBGA, FCBGA

Supplier Device Package 358-UBGA, FCBGA (17x17)
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Electrical Characteristics
Recommended Operating Conditions
This section lists the functional operation limits for AC and DC parameters for 
Arria II GX and GZ devices. All supplies are required to monotonically reach their 
full-rail values without plateaus within t RAMP .

Table 1�5 lists the recommended operating conditions for Arria II GX devices.

Table 1�5. Recommended Operating Conditions for Arria II GX Devices(Note 1) (Part 1 of 2)

Symbol Description Condition Minimum Typical Maximum Unit

VCC

Supplies power to the core, periphery, I/O 
registers, PCIe HIP block, and transceiver 
PCS

— 0.87 0.90 0.93 V

VCCCB
Supplies power to the configuration RAM 
bits — 1.425 1.50 1.575 V

VCCBAT 
(2)

Battery back-up power supply for design 
security volatile key registers — 1.2 — 3.3 V

VCCPD 
(3)

Supplies power to the I/O pre-drivers, 
differential input buffers, and MSEL 
circuitry

— 3.135 3.3 3.465 V

— 2.85 3.0 3.15 V

— 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

VCCIO Supplies power to the I/O banks (4)

— 3.135 3.3 3.465 V

— 2.85 3.0 3.15 V

— 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

— 1.71 1.8 1.89 V

— 1.425 1.5 1.575 V

— 1.14 1.2 1.26 V

VCCD_PLL
Supplies power to the digital portions of the 
PLL — 0.87 0.90 0.93 V

VCCA_PLL 

Supplies power to the analog portions of 
the PLL and device-wide power 
management circuitry

— 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

VI DC Input voltage — –0.5 — 3.6 V

VO Output voltage — 0 — V CCIO V

VCCA
Supplies power to the transceiver PMA 
regulator — 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

VCCL_GXB
Supplies power to the transceiver PMA TX, 
PMA RX, and clocking — 1.045 1.1 1.155 V

VCCH_GXB
Supplies power to the transceiver PMA 
output (TX) buffer — 1.425 1.5 1.575 V

TJ Operating junction temperature
Commercial 0 — 85 °C

Industrial –40 — 100 °C
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Table 1–6 lists the recommended operating conditions for Arria II GZ devices.

tRAMP Power Supply Ramp time
Normal POR 0.05 — 100 ms

Fast POR 0.05 — 4 ms

Notes to Table 1–5: 

(1) For more information about supply pin connections, refer to the Arria II Device Family Pin Connection Guidelines.
(2) Altera recommends a 3.0-V nominal battery voltage when connecting VCCBAT to a battery for volatile key backup. If you do not use the volatile 

security key, you may connect the VCCBAT to either GND or a 3.0-V power supply.
(3) VCCPD must be 2.5-V for I/O banks with 2.5-V and lower VCCIO, 3.0-V for 3.0-V VCCIO, and 3.3-V for 3.3-V VCCIO.
(4) VCCIO for 3C and 8C I/O banks where the configuration pins reside only supports 3.3-, 3.0-, 2.5-, or 1.8-V voltage levels.

Table 1–5. Recommended Operating Conditions for Arria II GX Devices (Note 1) (Part 2 of 2)

Symbol Description Condition Minimum Typical Maximum Unit

Table 1–6. Recommended Operating Conditions for Arria II GZ Devices (Note 6) (Part 1 of 2)

Symbol Description Condition Minimum Typical Maximum Unit

VCC Core voltage and periphery circuitry power 
supply — 0.87 0.90 0.93 V

VCCCB
Supplies power for the configuration RAM 
bits — 1.45 1.50 1.55 V

VCCAUX Auxiliary supply — 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

VCCPD (2)
I/O pre-driver (3.0 V) power supply — 2.85 3.0 3.15 V

I/O pre-driver (2.5 V) power supply — 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

VCCIO

I/O buffers (3.0 V) power supply — 2.85 3.0 3.15 V

I/O buffers (2.5 V) power supply — 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

I/O buffers (1.8 V) power supply — 1.71 1.8 1.89 V

I/O buffers (1.5 V) power supply — 1.425 1.5 1.575 V

I/O buffers (1.2 V) power supply — 1.14 1.2 1.26 V

VCCPGM

Configuration pins (3.0 V) power supply — 2.85 3.0 3.15 V

Configuration pins (2.5 V) power supply — 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

Configuration pins (1.8 V) power supply — 1.71 1.8 1.89 V

VCCA_PLL PLL analog voltage regulator power supply — 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

VCCD_PLL PLL digital voltage regulator power supply — 0.87 0.90 0.93 V

VCC_CLKIN Differential clock input power supply — 2.375 2.5 2.625 V

VCCBAT (1) Battery back-up power supply (For design 
security volatile key register) — 1.2 — 3.3 V

VI DC input voltage — –0.5 — 3.6 V

VO Output voltage — 0 — VCCIO V

VCCA_L Transceiver high voltage power (left side) —
2.85/2.375 3.0/2.5 (4) 3.15/2.625 V

VCCA_R Transceiver high voltage power (right side) —

VCCHIP_L Transceiver HIP digital power (left side) — 0.87 0.9 0.93 V

VCCR_L Receiver power (left side) — 1.05 1.1 1.15 V

VCCR_R Receiver power (right side) — 1.05 1.1 1.15 V

VCCT_L Transmitter power (left side) — 1.05 1.1 1.15 V

VCCT_R Transmitter power (right side) — 1.05 1.1 1.15 V
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z

Embedded Memory Block Specifications
Table 1–48 lists the embedded memory block specifications for Arria II GX devices.

Double mode 1 440 380 MHz

Notes to Table 1–47:

(1) Maximum is for fully pipelined block with Round and Saturation disabled.

(2) Maximum for loopback input registers disabled, Round and Saturation disabled, and pipeline and output registers enabled.

Table 1–47. DSP Block Performance Specifications for Arria II GZ Devices(Note 1)(Part 2 of 2)

Mode

Resources 
Used Performance

Unit
Number of 
Multipliers –3 –4

Table 1–48. Embedded Memory Block Performance Specifications for Arria II GX Devices 

Memory Mode

Resources Used Performance

Unit
ALUTs Embedded 

Memory I3 C4 C5,I5 C6

Memory 
Logic 
Array 
Block 
(MLAB)

Single port 64 × 10 0 1 450 500 450 378 MHz

Simple dual-port 32 × 20 single 
clock

0 1 270 500 450 378 MHz

Simple dual-port 64 × 10 single 
clock

0 1 428 500 450 378 MHz

M9K 
Block

Single-port 256 × 36 0 1 360 400 360 310 MHz

Single-port 256 × 36, with the 
read-during-write option set to
Old Data

0 1 250 280 250 210 MHz

Simple dual-port 256 × 36 single 
CLK

0 1 360 400 360 310 MHz

Single-port 256 × 36 single CLK, 
with the read-during-write option 
set to Old Data

0 1 250 280 250 210 MHz

True dual port 512 × 18 single CLK 0 1 360 400 360 310 MH

True dual-port 512 × 18 single CLK, 
with the read-during-write option 
set to Old Data

0 1 250 280 250 210 MHz

Min Pulse Width (clock high time) — — 900 850 950 1130 ps

Min Pulse Width (clock low time) — — 730 690 770 920 ps
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Switching Characteristics
Table 1�60 lists the DQS phase shift error for Arria II GX devices.

Table 1�61 lists the DQS phase shift error for Arria II GZ devices.

Table 1�62 lists the memory output clock jitter specifications for Arria II GX devices.

Table 1�60. DQS Phase Shift Error Specification for DLL-Delayed Clock (tDQS_PSERR) for Arria II GX 
Devices (Note 1)

Number of DQS Delay Buffer C4 I3, C5, I5 C6 Unit

1 26 30 36 ps

2 52 60 72 ps

3 78 90 108 ps

4 104 120 144 ps

Note to Table 1�60:
(1) This error specification is the absolute maximum and minimum error. For example, skew on three DQS delay 

buffers in a C4 speed grade is ± 78 ps or ± 39 ps.

Table 1�61. DQS Phase Shift Error Specification for DLL-Delayed Clock (tDQS_PSERR) for Arria II GZ 
Devices (Note 1)

Number of DQS Delay Buffer �3 �4 Unit

1 28 30 ps

2 56 60 ps

3 84 90 ps

4 112 120 ps

Note to Table 1�61:
(1) This error specification is the absolute maximum and minimum error. For example, skew on three DQS delay 

buffers in a 3 speed grade is ± 84 ps or ± 42 ps.

Table 1�62. Memory Output Clock Jitter Specification for Arria II GX Devices(Note 1), (2), (3)

Parameter Clock 
Network Symbol

�4 �5 �6
Unit

Min Max Min Max Min Max

Clock period jitter Global tJIT(per) -100 100 -125 125 -125 125 ps

Cycle-to-cycle period 
jitter Global tJIT(cc) -200 200 -250 250 -250 250 ps

Duty cycle jitter Global tJIT(duty) -100 100 -125 125 -125 125 ps

Notes to Table 1�62:
(1) The memory output clock jitter measurements are for 200 consecutive clock cycles, as specified in the JEDEC DDR2/DDR3 SDRAM standard.
(2) The clock jitter specification applies to memory output clock pins generated using DDIO circuits clocked by a PLL output routed on a global 

clock network.
(3) The memory output clock jitter stated in Table 1–62 is applicable when an input jitter of 30 ps is applied.
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Glossary
G,

H,

I,

J

J High-speed I/O block: Deserialization factor (width of parallel data bus).

JTAG Timing 
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