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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.

Details

Product Status Active

Number of LABs/CLBs 3625

Number of Logic Elements/Cells 29000

Total RAM Bits 396288

Number of I/O 363

Number of Gates -

Voltage - Supply 1.14V ~ 1.26V

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Operating Temperature -40°C ~ 100°C (TJ)

Package / Case 484-BBGA

Supplier Device Package 484-FPBGA (23x23)
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Figure 2-3. Slice Diagram

Table 2-2. Slice Signal Descriptions

Function Type Signal Names Description 

Input Data signal A0, B0, C0, D0 Inputs to LUT4 

Input Data signal A1, B1, C1, D1 Inputs to LUT4 

Input Multi-purpose M0 Multipurpose Input 

Input Multi-purpose M1 Multipurpose Input 

Input Control signal CE Clock Enable 

Input Control signal LSR Local Set/Reset 

Input Control signal CLK System Clock 

Input Inter-PFU signal FCI Fast Carry-In1 

Input Inter-slice signal FXA Intermediate signal to generate LUT6 and LUT7

Input Inter-slice signal FXB Intermediate signal to generate LUT6 and LUT7

Output Data signals F0, F1 LUT4 output register bypass signals 

Output Data signals Q0, Q1 Register outputs 

Output Data signals OFX0 Output of a LUT5 MUX 

Output Data signals OFX1 Output of a LUT6, LUT7, LUT82 MUX depending on the slice 

Output Inter-PFU signal FCO Slice 2 of each PFU is the fast carry chain output1

1. See Figure 2-3 for connection details. 
2. Requires two PFUs. 
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For Slices 0 and 2, memory control signals are generated from Slice 1 as follows:
         WCK is CLK
         WRE is from LSR
         DI[3:2] for Slice 2 and DI[1:0] for Slice 0 data
         WAD [A:D] is a 4bit address from slice 1 LUT input

* Not in Slice 3
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Figure 2-31. DQS Local Bus

Polarity Control Logic 
In a typical DDR memory interface design, the phase relationship between the incoming delayed DQS strobe and 
the internal system clock (during the READ cycle) is unknown. The LatticeXP2 family contains dedicated circuits to 
transfer data between these domains. To prevent set-up and hold violations, at the domain transfer between DQS 
(delayed) and the system clock, a clock polarity selector is used. This changes the edge on which the data is regis-
tered in the synchronizing registers in the input register block and requires evaluation at the start of each READ 
cycle for the correct clock polarity. 

Prior to the READ operation in DDR memories, DQS is in tristate (pulled by termination). The DDR memory device 
drives DQS low at the start of the preamble state. A dedicated circuit detects this transition. This signal is used to 
control the polarity of the clock to the synchronizing registers. 
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