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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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Program Memory

The eZ8 CPU supports 64KB of Program Memory address space. The Z8F640x family 
devices contain 16KB to 64KB of on-chip Flash memory in the Program Memory address 
space. Reading from Program Memory addresses outside the available Flash memory 
addresses returns FFH. Writing to these unemployments Program Memory addresses pro-
duces no effect. Table 4 describes the Program Memory Maps for the Z8F640x family 
products. 
Table 4. Z8F640x Family Program Memory Maps

Program Memory Address (Hex) Function

Z8F160x Products

0000-0001 Flash Option Bits

0002-0003 Reset Vector

0004-0005 WDT Interrupt Vector

0006-0007 Illegal Instruction Trap

0008-0037 Interrupt Vectors*

0038-3FFFH Program Memory

Z8F240x Products

0000-0001 Flash Option Bits

0002-0003 Reset Vector

0004-0005 WDT Interrupt Vector

0006-0007 Illegal Instruction Trap

0008-0037 Interrupt Vectors*

0038-5FFFH Program Memory

Z8F320x Products

0000-0001 Flash Option Bits

0002-0003 Reset Vector

0004-0005 WDT Interrupt Vector

0006-0007 Illegal Instruction Trap

0008-0037 Interrupt Vectors*

0038-7FFFH Program Memory

* See Table 22 on page 45 for a list of the interrupt vectors.
PS017610-0404 Address Space
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Architecture

Figure 65 illustrates a block diagram of the interrupt controller.

Figure 65. Interrupt Controller Block Diagram

Operation

Master Interrupt Enable
The master interrupt enable bit (IRQE) in the Interrupt Control register globally enables 
and disables interrupts.

Interrupts are globally enabled by any of the following actions:
• Execution of an EI (Enable Interrupt) instruction
• Execution of an IRET (Return from Interrupt) instruction
• Writing a 1 to the IRQE bit in the Interrupt Control register

Interrupts are globally disabled by any of the following actions:
• Execution of a DI (Disable Interrupt) instruction
• eZ8 CPU acknowledgement of an interrupt service request from the interrupt 

controller
• Writing a 0 to the IRQE bit in the Interrupt Control register
• Reset
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T2ENL—Timer 2 Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
T1ENL—Timer 1 Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
T0ENL—Timer 0 Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
U0RENL—UART 0 Receive Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
U0TENL—UART 0 Transmit Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
I2CENL—I2C Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
SPIENL—SPI Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit
ADCENL—ADC Interrupt Request Enable Low Bit

IRQ1 Enable High and Low Bit Registers
The IRQ1 Enable High and Low Bit registers (Tables 30 and 31) form a priority encoded 
enabling for interrupts in the Interrupt Request 1 register. Priority is generated by setting 
bits in each register. Table 29 describes the priority control for IRQ1.

Table 28. IRQ0 Enable Low Bit Register (IRQ0ENL)

BITS 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

FIELD T2ENL T1ENL T0ENL U0RENL U0TENL I2CENL SPIENL ADCENL

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

ADDR FC2H

Table 29. IRQ1 Enable and Priority Encoding

IRQ1ENH[x] IRQ1ENL[x] Priority Description

0 0 Disabled Disabled

0 1 Level 1 Low

1 0 Level 2 Nominal

1 1 Level 3 High

where x indicates the register bits from 0 through 7.
PS017610-0404 Interrupt Controller
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Interrupt Port Select register selects between Port A and Port D for the individual inter-
rupts.

IESx—Interrupt Edge Select x
where x indicates the specific GPIO Port pin number (0 through 7). The pulse width 
should be greater than 1 system clock to guarantee capture of the edge triggered interrupt.
0 = An interrupt request is generated on the falling edge of the PAx/PDx input.
1 = An interrupt request is generated on the rising edge of the PAx/PDx input.

Interrupt Port Select Register
The Port Select (IRQPS) register (Table 36) determines the port pin that generates the 
PAx/PDx interrupts. This register allows either Port A or Port D pins to be used as inter-
rupts. The Interrupt Edge Select register controls the active interrupt edge.

PADxS—PAx/PDx Selection
0 = PAx is used for the interrupt for PAx/PDx interrupt request.
1 = PDx is used for the interrupt for PAx/PDx interrupt request.
where x indicates the specific GPIO Port pin number (0 through 7).

Table 35. Interrupt Edge Select Register (IRQES)

BITS 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

FIELD IES7 IES6 IES5 IES4 IES3 IES2 IES1 IES0

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

ADDR FCDH

Table 36. Interrupt Port Select Register (IRQPS)

BITS 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

FIELD PAD7S PAD6S PAD5S PAD4S PAD3S PAD2S PAD1S PAD0S

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

ADDR FCEH
PS017610-0404 Interrupt Controller
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Figures 68 and  69 illustrates the asynchronous data format employed by the UART with-
out parity and with parity, respectively. 

Transmitting Data using the Polled Method
Follow these steps to transmit data using the polled method of operation:

1. Write to the UART Baud Rate High and Low Byte registers to set the desired baud 
rate.

2. Enable the UART pin functions by configuring the associated GPIO Port pins for 
alternate function operation.

3. Write to the UART Control 1 register to enable Multiprocessor (9-bit) mode functions, 
if desired.

4. Write to the UART Control 0 register to:
– Set the transmit enable bit (TEN) to enable the UART for data transmission
– Enable parity, if desired, and select either even or odd parity.
– Set or clear the CTSE bit to enable or disable control from the receiver using the 

CTS pin.

 

Figure 68. UART Asynchronous Data Format without Parity

Figure 69. UART Asynchronous Data Format with Parity
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Receiving Data using the Polled Method
Follow these steps to configure the UART for polled data reception:

1. Write to the UART Baud Rate High and Low Byte registers to set the desired baud 
rate.

2. Enable the UART pin functions by configuring the associated GPIO Port pins for 
alternate function operation.

3. Write to the UART Control 1 register to enable Multiprocessor (9-bit) mode functions, 
if desired.

4. Write to the UART Control 0 register to:
– Set the receive enable bit (REN) to enable the UART for data reception
– Enable parity, if desired, and select either even or odd parity.

5. Check the RDA bit in the UART Status 0 register to determine if the Receive Data 
register contains a valid data byte (indicated by a 1). If RDA is set to 1 to indicate 
available data, continue to Step 6. If the Receive Data register is empty (indicated by a 
0), continue to monitor the RDA bit awaiting reception of the valid data.

6. Read data from the UART Receive Data register. If operating in Multiprocessor (9-bit) 
mode, first read the Multiprocessor Receive flag (MPRX) to determine if the data was 
directed to this UART before reading the data.

7. Return to Step 6 to receive additional data.

Receiving Data using the Interrupt-Driven Method
 The UART Receiver interrupt indicates the availability of new data (as well as error con-
ditions). Follow these steps to configure the UART receiver for interrupt-driven operation:

1. Write to the UART Baud Rate High and Low Byte registers to set the desired baud 
rate.

2. Enable the UART pin functions by configuring the associated GPIO Port pins for 
alternate function operation.

3. Execute a DI instruction to disable interrupts.

4. Write to the Interrupt control registers to enable the UART Receiver interrupt and set 
the desired priority.

5. Clear the UART Receiver interrupt in the applicable Interrupt Request register.

6. Write to the UART Control 1 register to enable Multiprocessor (9-bit) mode functions, 
if desired.
PS017610-0404 UART
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Transfer Format PHASE Equals Zero
Figure 77 illustrates the timing diagram for an SPI transfer in which PHASE is cleared to 
0. The two SCK waveforms show polarity with CLKPOL reset to 0 and with CLKPOL set 
to one. The diagram may be interpreted as either a Master or Slave timing diagram since 
the SCK Master-In/Slave-Out (MISO) and Master-Out/Slave-In (MOSI) pins are directly 
connected between the Master and the Slave.

Figure 77. SPI Timing When PHASE is 0

Transfer Format PHASE Equals One
Figure 78 illustrates the timing diagram for an SPI transfer in which PHASE is one. Two 
waveforms are depicted for SCK, one for CLKPOL reset to 0 and another for CLKPOL set 
to 1.
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7. The I2C Controller loads the I2C Shift register with the contents of the I2C Data 
register. 

8. After one bit of address is shifted out by the SDA signal, the Transmit interrupt is 
asserted.

9. Software responds by writing the second byte of address into the contents of the I2C 
Data register. 

10. The I2C Controller shifts the rest of the first byte of address and write bit out by the 
SDA signal. 

11. The I2C slave sends an acknowledge by pulling the SDA signal low during the next 
high period of SCL. The I2C Controller sets the ACK bit in the I2C Status register. 

12. The I2C Controller loads the contents of the I2C Shift register with the contents of the 
I2C Data register. 

13. The I2C Controller shifts the data out by the SDA signal. After the first bit has been 
sent, the Transmit interrupt is asserted. 

14. Software responds by writing the data to be written out to the I2C Control register.

15. The I2C Controller shifts out the rest of the second byte of slave address by the SDA 
signal. 

16. The I2C slave sends an acknowledge by pulling the SDA signal low during the next 
high period of SCL. The I2C Controller sets the ACK bit in the I2C Status register.

17. The I2C Controller shifts the data out by the SDA signal. After the first bit is sent, the 
Transmit interrupt is asserted. 

18. Software responds by asserting the STOP bit of the I2C Control register. 

19. The I2C Controller completes transmission of the data on the SDA signal.

20. The I2C Controller sends the STOP condition to the I2C bus. 

Reading a Transaction with a 7-Bit Address
Figure 81 illustrates the data transfer format for a receive operation on a 7-bit addressed 
slave. The shaded regions indicate data transferred from the I2C Controller to slaves and 
unshaded regions indicate data transferred from the slaves to the I2C Controller.

Figure 81. Receive Data Transfer Format for a 7-Bit Addressed Slave

The data transfer format for a receive operation on a 7-bit addressed slave is as follows:

S Slave Address R=1 A Data A Data A P
PS017609-0803 I2C Controller
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Figure 84. Flash Memory Arrangement 

Operation

The Flash Controller programs and erases the Flash memory. The Flash Controller pro-
vides the proper Flash controls and timing for byte programming, Page Erase, and Mass 
Erase of the Flash memory. The Flash Controller contains a protection mechanism, via the 
Flash Control register (FCTL) to prevent accidental programming or erasure. The Flow 
Chart in Figure 85 illustrates basic Flash Controller operation. The following subsections 
provide details on the various operations (Lock, Unlock, Byte Programming, Page Erase, 
and Mass Erase) listed in Figure 85.
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Figure 85. Flash Controller Operation Flow Chart
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Flash Control Register Definitions

Flash Control Register
The Flash Controller must be unlocked via the Flash Control register before programming 
or erasing the Flash memory. Writing the sequence 73H 8CH, sequentially, to the Flash 
Control register unlocks the Flash Controller. When the Flash Controller is unlocked, writ-
ing to the Flash Control register can initiate either Page Erase or Mass Erase of the Flash 
memory. Writing an invalid value or an invalid sequence returns the Flash Controller to its 
locked state. The Write-only Flash Control Register shares its Register File address with 
the Read-only Flash Status Register.

FCMD—Flash Command
73H = First unlock command.
8CH = Second unlock command.
95H = Page erase command (must be third command in sequence to initiate Page Erase).
63H = Mass erase command (must be third command in sequence to initiate Mass Erase).

Table 85. Flash Control Register (FCTL)

BITS 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

FIELD FCMD

RESET 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

R/W W W W W W W W W

ADDR FF8H
PS017610-0404 Flash Memory
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Option Bits
Overview

Option Bits allow user configuration of certain aspects of Z8F640x family device opera-
tion. The feature configuration data is stored in the Program Memory and read during 
Reset. The features available for control via the Option Bits are:

• Watch-Dog Timer time-out response selection–interrupt or Short Reset.

• Watch-Dog Timer enabled at Reset.

• The ability to prevent unwanted read access to user code in Program Memory.

• The ability to prevent accidental programming and erasure of all or a portion of the 
user code in Program Memory.

Operation

Option Bit Configuration By Reset
Each time the Option Bits are programmed or erased, the Z8F640x family device must be 
Reset for the change to take place. During any reset operation (System Reset, Short Reset, 
or Stop Mode Recovery), the Option Bits are automatically read from the Program Mem-
ory and written to Option Configuration registers. The Option Configuration registers con-
trol operation of the Z8F640x family device. Option Bit control of the Z8F640x family 
device is established before the device exits Reset and the eZ8 CPU begins code execu-
tion. The Option Configuration registers are not part of the Register File and are not acces-
sible for read or write access.

Option Bit Address Space

The first two bytes of Program Memory at addresses 0000H and 0001H are reserved for 
the user Option Bits. The byte at Program Memory address 0000H is used to configure 
user options. The byte at Program Memory address 0001H is reserved for future use and 
must be left in its unprogrammed state.
PS017610-0404 Option Bits
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DC Characteristics

Table 101 lists the DC characteristics of the Z8F640x family devices. All voltages are ref-
erenced to VSS, the primary system ground.  

Table 101. DC Characteristics

Symbol Parameter

TA = -400C to 1050C

Units ConditionsMinimum Typical Maximum

VDD Supply Voltage 3.0 – 3.6 V

VIL1 Low Level Input Voltage -0.3 – 0.3*VDD V For all input pins except RESET, 
DBG, and XIN.

VIL2 Low Level Input Voltage -0.3 – 0.2*VDD V For RESET, DBG, and XIN.

VIH1 High Level Input Voltage 0.7*VDD – 5.5 V Port A, C, D, E, F, and G pins.

VIH2 High Level Input Voltage 0.7*VDD – VDD+0.3 V Port B and H pins.

VIH3 High Level Input Voltage 0.8*VDD – VDD+0.3 V RESET, DBG, and XIN pins.

VOL1 Low Level Output Voltage – – 0.4 V VDD = 3.0V; IOL = 2mA
High Output Drive disabled.

VOH1 High Level Output Voltage 2.4 – – V VDD = 3.0V; IOH = -2mA
High Output Drive disabled.

VOL2 Low Level Output Voltage – – 0.6 V VDD = 3.3V; IOL = 20mA
High Output Drive enabled.
TA = -400C to +700C

VOL3 Low Level Output Voltage – – 0.6 V VDD = 3.3V; IOL = 15mA
High Output Drive enabled.
TA = 700C to +1050C

VOH2 High Level Output Voltage 2.4 – – V VDD = 3.3V; IOH = -20mA
High Output Drive enabled.
TA = -400C to +700C

VOH3 High Level Output Voltage 2.4 – – V VDD = 3.3V; IOH = -15mA
High Output Drive enabled.
TA = 700C to +1050C

IIL Input Leakage Current -5 – +5 µA VDD = 3.6V; 
VIN = VDD or VSS1

ITL Tri-State Leakage Current -5 – +5 µA VDD = 3.6V

CPAD GPIO Port Pad Capacitance – 8.02 – pF

CXIN XIN Pad Capacitance – 8.02 – pF

CXOUT XOUT Pad Capacitance – 9.52 – pF
PS017610-0404 Electrical Characteristics
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Figure 92 illustrates the typical current consumption in Halt mode while operating at 
25ºC, 3.3V, versus the system clock frequency. 

Figure 92. Nominal Halt Mode ICC Versus System Clock Frequency
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eZ8 CPU Instruction Summary

Table 126 summarizes the eZ8 CPU instructions. The table identifies the addressing 
modes employed by the instruction, the effect upon the Flags register, the number of CPU 
clock cycles required for the instruction fetch, and the number of CPU clock cycles 
required for the instruction execution.

.

Table 125. Rotate and Shift Instructions

Mnemonic Operands Instruction

BSWAP dst Bit Swap

RL dst Rotate Left

RLC dst Rotate Left through Carry

RR dst Rotate Right

RRC dst Rotate Right through Carry

SRA dst Shift Right Arithmetic

SRL dst Shift Right Logical

SWAP dst Swap Nibbles

Table 126. eZ8 CPU Instruction Summary

Assembly
Mnemonic Symbolic Operation

Address Mode
Opcode(s)

(Hex)

Flags
Fetch
Cycles

Instr.
Cyclesdst src C Z S V D H

ADC dst, src dst ← dst + src + C r r 12 * * * * 0 * 2 3

r Ir 13 2 4

R R 14 3 3

R IR 15 3 4

R IM 16 3 3

IR IM 17 3 4

ADCX dst, src dst ← dst + src + C ER ER 18 * * * * 0 * 4 3

ER IM 19 4 3

Flags Notation: * = Value is a function of the result of the operation.
- = Unaffected
X = Undefined

0 = Reset to 0
1 = Set to 1
PS017610-0404 eZ8 CPU Instruction Set
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LDX dst, src dst ← src r ER 84 - - - - - - 3 2

Ir ER 85 3 3

R IRR 86 3 4

IR IRR 87 3 5

r X(rr) 88 3 4

X(rr) r 89 3 4

ER r 94 3 2

ER Ir 95 3 3

IRR R 96 3 4

IRR IR 97 3 5

ER ER E8 4 2

ER IM E9 4 2

LEA dst, X(src) dst ← src + X r X(r) 98 - - - - - - 3 3

rr X(rr) 99 3 5

MULT dst dst[15:0] ← 
   dst[15:8] * dst[7:0]

RR F4 - - - - - - 2 8

NOP No operation 0F - - - - - - 1 2

OR dst, src dst ← dst OR src r r 42 - * * 0 - - 2 3

r Ir 43 2 4

R R 44 3 3

R IR 45 3 4

R IM 46 3 3

IR IM 47 3 4

ORX dst, src dst ← dst OR src ER ER 48 - * * 0 - - 4 3

ER IM 49 4 3

Table 126. eZ8 CPU Instruction Summary (Continued)

Assembly
Mnemonic Symbolic Operation

Address Mode
Opcode(s)

(Hex)

Flags
Fetch
Cycles

Instr.
Cyclesdst src C Z S V D H

Flags Notation: * = Value is a function of the result of the operation.
- = Unaffected
X = Undefined

0 = Reset to 0
1 = Set to 1
PS017610-0404 eZ8 CPU Instruction Set
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Packaging
Figure 103 illustrates the 40-pin PDIP (plastic dual-inline package) available for the 
Z8F1601, Z8F2401, Z8F3201, Z8F4801, and Z8F6401 devices.

Figure 103. 40-Lead Plastic Dual-Inline Package (PDIP)
PS017610-0404 Packaging
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Problem Description or Suggestion
Provide a complete description of the problem or your suggestion. If you are reporting a specific problem, 
include all steps leading up to the occurrence of the problem. Attach additional pages as necessary.

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
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block transfer instructions 188
BRK 190
BSET 188
BSWAP 188, 191
BTJ 190
BTJNZ 190
BTJZ 190

C
CALL procedure 190
capture mode 71
capture/compare mode 71
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register 109, 126, 184
ADC control (ADCCTL) 135
ADC data high byte (ADCDH) 137
ADC data low bits (ADCDL) 137
baud low and high byte (I2C) 121
baud rate high and low byte (SPI) 110
control (SPI) 107
control, I2C 119
data, SPI 106
DMA status (DMAA_STAT) 131
DMA_ADC address 128
DMA_ADC control DMAACTL) 130
DMAx address high nibble (DMAxH) 126
DMAx control (DMAxCTL) 124
DMAx end/address low byte (DMAxEND) 128
DMAx start/current address low byte register 
(DMAxSTART) 128
flash control (FCTL) 144
flash high and low byte (FFREQH and

FREEQL) 147
flash page select (FPS) 146
flash status (FSTAT) 145
GPIO port A-H address (PxADDR) 37
GPIO port A-H alternate function
     sub-registers 39
GPIO port A-H control address (PxCTL) 38
GPIO port A-H data direction sub-registers 39
I2C baud rate high (I2CBRH) 121
I2C control (I2CCTL) 119
I2C data (I2CDATA) 118
I2C status 118
I2C status (I2CSTAT) 118
I2Cbaud rate low (I2CBRL) 121
mode, SPI 109
OCD control 161
OCD status 162
OCD watchpoint address 164
OCD watchpoint control 163
OCD watchpoint data 164
SPI baud rate high byte (SPIBRH) 110
SPI baud rate low byte (SPIBRL) 110
SPI control (SPICTL) 107
SPI data (SPIDATA) 106
SPI status (SPISTAT) 108

status, I2C 118
status, SPI 108
UARTx baud rate high byte (UxBRH) 91
UARTx baud rate low byte (UxBRL) 92
UARTx Control 0 (UxCTL0) 89
UARTx control 1 (UxCTL1) 90
UARTx receive data (UxRXD) 87
UARTx status 0 (UxSTAT0) 87
UARTx status 1 (UxSTAT1) 89
UARTx transmit data (UxTXD) 86
watch-dog timer control (WDTCTL) 75
watch-dog timer reload high byte (WDTH) 76
watch-dog timer reload low byte (WDTL) 77
watch-dog timer reload upper byte (WDTU) 76

register file 17
register file address map 20
register pair 184
register pointer 185
reset

and stop mode characteristics 25
and stop mode recovery 25
carry flag 188
controller 5
sources 26

RET 190
return 190
return information 216
RL 191
RLC 191
rotate and shift instructions 191
rotate left 191
rotate left through carry 191
rotate right 191
rotate right through carry 191
RP 185
RR 184, 191
rr 184
RRC 191

S
SBC 188
SCF 188, 189
SCK 101
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