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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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FIGURE 3-2: PROGRAMMER’S MODEL
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REGISTER 7-6: IFS1: INTERRUPT FLAG STATUS REGISTER 1

U-0 U-0 R/W-0, HS U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0

— — INT2IF — — — — —

bit 15 bit 8

U-0 U-0 U-0 R/W-0, HS R/W-0, HS R/W-0, HS R/W-0 R/W-0

— — — INT1IF CNIF CMIF MI2C1IF SI2C1IF

bit 7 bit 0

Legend: HS = Hardware Settable bit

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

-n = Value at POR ‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

bit 15-14 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’ 

bit 13 INT2IF: External Interrupt 2 Flag Status bit

1 = Interrupt request has occurred
0 = Interrupt request has not occurred

bit 12-5 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’ 

bit 4 INT1IF: External Interrupt 1 Flag Status bit

1 = Interrupt request has occurred
0 = Interrupt request has not occurred

bit 3 CNIF: Input Change Notification Interrupt Flag Status bit

1 = Interrupt request has occurred
0 = Interrupt request has not occurred

bit 2 CMIF: Comparator Interrupt Flag Status bit

1 = Interrupt request has occurred
0 = Interrupt request has not occurred

bit 1 MI2C1IF: Master I2C1 Event Interrupt Flag Status bit

1 = Interrupt request has occurred
0 = Interrupt request has not occurred

bit 0 SI2C1IF: Slave I2C1 Event Interrupt Flag Status bit

1 = Interrupt request has occurred
0 = Interrupt request has not occurred
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REGISTER 7-18: IPC16: INTERRUPT PRIORITY CONTROL REGISTER 16

U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0

— — — — — — — —

bit 15 bit 8

U-0 R/W-1 R/W-0 R/W-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0

— U1ERIP2 U1ERIP1 U1ERIP0 — — — —

bit 7 bit 0

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

-n = Value at POR ‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

bit 15-7 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 6-4 U1ERIP<2:0>: UART1 Error Interrupt Priority bits

111 = Interrupt is priority 7 (highest priority interrupt)
•
•
•
001 = Interrupt is priority 1
000 = Interrupt source is disabled

bit 3-0 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’
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REGISTER 7-21: INTTREG: INTERRUPT CONTROL AND STATUS REGISTER

R-0 U-0 R/W-0 U-0 R-0 R-0 R-0 R-0

CPUIRQ — VHOLD — ILR<3:0>

bit 15 bit 8

U-0 R-0 R-0 R-0 R-0 R-0 R-0 R-0

— VECNUM<6:0>

bit 7 bit 0

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

-n = Value at POR ‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

bit 15 CPUIRQ: Interrupt Request from Interrupt Controller CPU bit

1 = An interrupt request has occurred but has not yet been Acknowledged by the CPU (this will
happen when the CPU priority is higher than the interrupt priority)

0 = No interrupt request is left unacknowledged

bit 14 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 13 VHOLD: Allows Vector Number Capture and Changes what Interrupt is Stored in VECNUM bit

1 = VECNUM will contain the value of the highest priority pending interrupt, instead of the current
interrupt

0 = VECNUM will contain the value of the last Acknowledged interrupt (last interrupt that has occurred
with higher priority than the CPU, even if other interrupts are pending)

bit 12 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 11-8 ILR<3:0>: New CPU Interrupt Priority Level bits

1111 = CPU Interrupt Priority Level is 15 
•
•
•
0001 = CPU Interrupt Priority Level is 1
0000 = CPU Interrupt Priority Level is 0

bit 7 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 6-0 VECNUM<6:0>: Vector Number of Pending Interrupt bits

0111111 = Interrupt Vector pending is number 135 
•
•
•
0000001 = Interrupt Vector pending is number 9
0000000 = Interrupt Vector pending is number 8
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8.0 OSCILLATOR 
CONFIGURATION

The oscillator system for the PIC24F04KA201 family of
devices has the following features:

• A total of five external and internal oscillator options 
as clock sources, providing 11 different clock 
modes.

• On-chip 4x Phase Locked Loop (PLL) to boost 
internal operating frequency on select internal and 
external oscillator sources.

• Software-controllable switching between various 
clock sources.

• Software-controllable postscaler for selective 
clocking of CPU for system power savings.

• System frequency range declaration bits for EC 
mode. When using an external clock source, the 
current consumption is reduced by setting the 
declaration bits to the expected frequency range.

• A Fail-Safe Clock Monitor (FSCM) that detects clock 
failure and permits safe application recovery or 
shutdown.

Figure 8-1 provides a simplified diagram of the oscillator
system.

FIGURE 8-1: PIC24F04KA201 FAMILY CLOCK DIAGRAM 

Note: This data sheet summarizes the features
of this group of PIC24F devices. It is not
intended to be a comprehensive
reference source. For more information
on Oscillator Configuration, refer to the
“PIC24F Family Reference Manual”,
Section 38. “Oscillator with 500 kHz
Low-Power FRC” (DS39726).
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9.0 POWER-SAVING FEATURES

The PIC24F04KA201 family of devices provides the
ability to manage power consumption by selectively
managing clocking to the CPU and the peripherals. In
general, a lower clock frequency and a reduction in the
number of circuits being clocked constitutes lower
consumed power. All PIC24F devices manage power
consumption in four different ways:

• Clock frequency

• Instruction-based Sleep, Idle and Deep Sleep 
modes

• Software controlled Doze mode

• Selective peripheral control in software

Combinations of these methods can be used to
selectively tailor an application’s power consumption,
while still maintaining critical application features, such
as timing-sensitive communications.

9.1 Clock Frequency and Clock 
Switching

PIC24F devices allow for a wide range of clock
frequencies to be selected under application control. If
the system clock configuration is not locked, users can
choose low-power or high-precision oscillators by simply
changing the NOSC bits. The process of changing a
system clock during operation, as well as limitations to
the process, are discussed in more detail in Section 8.0
“Oscillator Configuration”.

9.2 Instruction-Based Power-Saving 
Modes

PIC24F devices have two special power-saving modes
that are entered through the execution of a special
PWRSAV instruction. Sleep mode stops clock operation
and halts all code execution; Idle mode halts the CPU
and code execution, but allows peripheral modules to
continue operation. Deep Sleep mode stops clock
operation, code execution and all peripherals except
DSWDT. It also freezes I/O states and removes power
to SRAM and Flash memory.

The assembly syntax of the PWRSAV instruction is
shown in Example 9-1.

Sleep and Idle modes can be exited as a result of an
enabled interrupt, WDT time-out or a device Reset.
When the device exits these modes, it is said to
“wake-up”.

9.2.1 SLEEP MODE

Sleep mode has these features: 

• The system clock source is shut down. If an 
on-chip oscillator is used, it is turned off.

• The device current consumption will be reduced 
to a minimum provided that no I/O pin is sourcing 
current.

• The I/O pin directions and states are frozen.

• The Fail-Safe Clock Monitor does not operate 
during Sleep mode since the system clock source 
is disabled.

• The LPRC clock will continue to run in Sleep 
mode if the WDT with LPRC as a clock source is 
enabled.

• The WDT, if enabled, is automatically cleared 
prior to entering Sleep mode. 

• Some device features or peripherals may 
continue to operate in Sleep mode. This includes 
items such as the input change notification on the 
I/O ports, or peripherals that use an external clock 
input. Any peripheral that requires the system 
clock source for its operation will be disabled in 
Sleep mode.

The device will wake-up from Sleep mode on any of
these events:

• On any interrupt source that is individually 
enabled

• On any form of device Reset

• On a WDT time-out

On wake-up from Sleep, the processor will restart with
the same clock source that was active when Sleep
mode was entered.

EXAMPLE 9-1: PWRSAV INSTRUCTION SYNTAX

Note: This data sheet summarizes the features
of this group of PIC24F devices. It is not
intended to be a comprehensive reference
source. For more information, refer to the
“PIC24F Family Reference Manual”,
Section 39. “Power-Saving Features
with Deep Sleep” (DS39727).

Note: SLEEP_MODE and IDLE_MODE are con-
stants defined in the assembler include
file for the selected device.

PWRSAV #SLEEP_MODE ; Put the device into SLEEP mode
PWRSAV #IDLE_MODE ; Put the device into IDLE mode
BSET DSCON, #DSEN ; Enable Deep Sleep
PWRSAV #SLEEP_MODE ; Put the device into Deep SLEEP mode
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11.0 TIMER1 

The Timer1 module is a 16-bit timer which can operate
as a free-running, interval timer/counter. Timer1 can
operate in three modes:

• 16-Bit Timer

• 16-Bit Synchronous Counter

• 16-Bit Asynchronous Counter

Timer1 also supports these features:

• Timer Gate Operation

• Selectable Prescaler Settings

• Timer Operation during CPU Idle and Sleep 
modes

• Interrupt on 16-Bit Period Register Match or 
Falling Edge of External Gate Signal

Figure 11-1 presents a block diagram of the 16-bit Timer1
module.

To configure Timer1 for operation:

1. Set the TON bit (= 1).

2. Select the timer prescaler ratio using the
TCKPS<1:0> bits.

3. Set the Clock and Gating modes using the TCS
and TGATE bits.

4. Set or clear the TSYNC bit to configure
synchronous or asynchronous operation.

5. Load the timer period value into the PR1
register.

6. If interrupts are required, set the interrupt enable
bit, T1IE. Use the priority bits, T1IP<2:0>, to set
the interrupt priority.

FIGURE 11-1: 16-BIT TIMER1 MODULE BLOCK DIAGRAM 

Note: This data sheet summarizes the features
of this group of PIC24F devices. It is not
intended to be a comprehensive reference
source. For more information on Timers,
refer to the “PIC24F Family Reference
Manual”, Section 14. “Timers”
(DS39704).
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NOTES:
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FIGURE 14-1: OUTPUT COMPARE MODULE BLOCK DIAGRAM 
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16.0 INTER-INTEGRATED CIRCUIT 
(I2C™)

The Inter-Integrated Circuit (I2C™) module is a serial
interface useful for communicating with other
peripheral or microcontroller devices. These peripheral
devices may be serial data EEPROMs, display drivers,
A/D Converters, etc.

The I2C module supports these features:

• Independent master and slave logic
• 7-bit and 10-bit device addresses
• General call address, as defined in the I2C protocol
• Clock stretching to provide delays for the 

processor to respond to a slave data request
• Both 100 kHz and 400 kHz bus specifications
• Configurable address masking
• Multi-Master modes to prevent loss of messages 

in arbitration
• Bus Repeater mode, allowing the acceptance of 

all messages as a slave regardless of the address
• Automatic SCL 

Figure 16-1 illustrates a block diagram of the module.

16.1 Pin Remapping Options

The I2C module is tied to a fixed pin. To allow flexibility
with peripheral multiplexing, the I2C1 module in 20-pin
devices can be reassigned to the alternate pins,
designated as SCL1 and SDA1 during device
configuration. 

Pin assignment is controlled by the I2C1SEL
Configuration bit. Programming this bit (= 0) multiplexes
the module to the SCL1 and SDA1 pins.

16.2 Communicating as a Master in a 
Single Master Environment

The details of sending a message in Master mode
depends on the communications protocol for the device
being communicated with. Typically, the sequence of
events is as follows:

1. Assert a Start condition on SDA1 and SCL1.

2. Send the I2C device address byte to the slave
with a write indication.

3. Wait for and verify an Acknowledge from the
slave.

4. Send the first data byte (sometimes known as
the command) to the slave.

5. Wait for and verify an Acknowledge from the
slave.

6. Send the serial memory address low byte to the
slave.

7. Repeat steps 4 and 5 until all data bytes are
sent.

8. Assert a Repeated Start condition on SDA1 and
SCL1.

9. Send the device address byte to the slave with
a read indication.

10. Wait for and verify an Acknowledge from the
slave.

11. Enable master reception to receive serial
memory data.

12. Generate an ACK or NACK condition at the end
of a received byte of data.

13. Generate a Stop condition on SDA1 and SCL1.

Note: This data sheet summarizes the features
of this group of PIC24F devices. It is not
intended to be a comprehensive reference
source. For more information on the
Inter-Integrated Circuit, refer to the
“PIC24F Family Reference Manual”,
Section 24. “Inter-Integrated Circuit
(I2C™)” (DS39702).
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REGISTER 16-3: I2C1MSK: I2C1 SLAVE MODE ADDRESS MASK REGISTER

U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 R/W-0 R/W-0

— — — — — — AMSK9 AMSK8

bit 15 bit 8

R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0

AMSK7 AMSK6 AMSK5 AMSK4 AMSK3 AMSK2 AMSK1 AMSK0

bit 7 bit 0

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

-n = Value at POR ‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

bit 15-10 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 9-0 AMSK<9:0>: Mask for Address Bit x Select bits

1 = Enable masking for bit x of incoming message address; bit match not required in this position
0 = Disable masking for bit x; bit match required in this position

REGISTER 16-4: PADCFG1: PAD CONFIGURATION CONTROL REGISTER

U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0

— — — — — — — —

bit 15 bit 8

U-0 U-0 U-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 U-0 U-0 U-0

— — — SMBUSDEL OC1TRIS(1,2) — — —

bit 7 bit 0

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

-n = Value at POR ‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

bit 15-5 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 4 SMBUSDEL: SMBus SDA Input Delay Select bit
1 = The I2C™ module is configured for a longer SMBus input delay (nominal 300 ns delay)
0 = The 12C module is configured for a legacy input delay (nominal 150 ns delay)

bit 2-0 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

Note 1: To enable the actual OC1 output, the OCPWM1 module has to be enabled.

2: Bit 3 is described in related chapters.
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REGISTER 17-3: U1TXREG: UART1 TRANSMIT REGISTER

U-x U-x U-x U-x U-x U-x U-x W-x

— — — — — — — UTX8

bit 15 bit 8

W-x W-x W-x W-x W-x W-x W-x W-x

UTX7 UTX6 UTX5 UTX4 UTX3 UTX2 UTX1 UTX0

bit 7 bit 0

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

-n = Value at POR ‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

bit 15-9 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 8 UTX8: Data of the Transmitted Character bit (in 9-bit mode)

bit 7-0 UTX<7:0>: Data of the Transmitted Character bits

REGISTER 17-4: U1RXREG: UART1 RECEIVE REGISTER

U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 R-0, HSC

— — — — — — — URX8

bit 15 bit 8

R-0, HSC R-0, HSC R-0, HSC R-0, HSC R-0, HSC R-0, HSC R-0, HSC R-0, HSC

URX7 URX6 URX5 URX4 URX3 URX2 URX1 URX0

bit 7 bit 0

Legend: HSC = Hardware Settable/Clearable bit

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

-n = Value at POR ‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

bit 15-9 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 8 URX8: Data of the Received Character bit (in 9-bit mode)

bit 7-0 URX<7:0>: Data of the Received Character bits
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REGISTER 19-4: AD1CHS: A/D INPUT SELECT REGISTER  

R/W-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0

CH0NB — — — CH0SB3 CH0SB2 CH0SB1 CH0SB0

bit 15 bit 8

R/W-0 U-0 U-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0 R/W-0

CH0NA — — CH0SA4 CH0SA3 CH0SA2 CH0SA1 CH0SA0

bit 7 bit 0

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

-n = Value at POR ‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

bit 15 CH0NB: Channel 0 Negative Input Select for MUX B Multiplexer Setting bit

1 = Channel 0 negative input is AN1
0 = Channel 0 negative input is VR-

bit 14-12 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 11-8 CH0SB<3:0>: Channel 0 Positive Input Select for MUX B Multiplexer Setting bits

1111 = Channel 0 positive input is band gap reference (VBG)
1110 = Channel 0 positive input is band gap, divided by two, reference (VBG/2)
1101 = No channels connected (actual ADC MUX switch activates but input floats); used for CTMU
1100 = Channel 0 positive input is AN12
1011 = Channel 0 positive input is AN11
1010 = Channel 0 positive input is AN10
1001 = Reserved
1000 = Reserved
0110 = AVDD

0110 = AVSS

0101 = Channel 0 positive input is AN5
0100 = Channel 0 positive input is AN4
0010 = Channel 0 positive input is AN3
0010 = Channel 0 positive input is AN2
0001 = Channel 0 positive input is AN1
0000 = Channel 0 positive input is AN0

bit 7 CH0NA: Channel 0 Negative Input Select for MUX A Multiplexer Setting bit

1 = Channel 0 negative input is AN1
0 = Channel 0 negative input is VR-

bit 6-5 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 4-0 CH0SA<4:0>: Channel 0 Positive Input Select for Sample A bits
1111 = Channel 0 positive input is band gap reference (VBG)
1110 = Channel 0 positive input is band gap, divided by two, reference (VBG/2)
1101 = No channels connected (actual ADC MUX switch activates but input floats); used for CTMU
1100 = Channel 0 positive input is AN12
1011 = Channel 0 positive input is AN11
1010 = Channel 0 positive input is AN10
1001 = Reserved
1000 = Reserved
0110 = AVDD

0110 = AVSS

0101 = Channel 0 positive input is AN5
0100 = Channel 0 positive input is AN4
0010 = Channel 0 positive input is AN3
0010 = Channel 0 positive input is AN2
0001 = Channel 0 positive input is AN1
0000 = Channel 0 positive input is AN0
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20.0 COMPARATOR MODULE

The comparator module provides two dual input
comparators. The inputs to the comparator can be
configured to use any one of four external analog
inputs, as well as a voltage reference input from either
the internal band gap reference divided by 2 (VBG/2) or
the comparator voltage reference generator.

The comparator outputs may be directly connected to
the CxOUT pins. When the respective COE equals ‘1’,
the I/O pad logic makes the unsynchronized output of
the comparator available on the pin. 

A simplified block diagram of the module is displayed in
Figure 20-1. Diagrams of the possible individual
comparator configurations are displayed in
Figure 20-2.

Each comparator has its own control register,
CMxCON (Register 20-1), for enabling and configuring
its operation. The output and event status of all three
comparators is provided in the CMSTAT register
(Register 20-2). 

FIGURE 20-1: COMPARATOR MODULE BLOCK DIAGRAM

Note: This data sheet summarizes the features
of this group of PIC24F devices. It is not
intended to be a comprehensive reference
source. For more information on the
Comparator module, refer to the “PIC24F
Family Reference Manual”, Section 19.
“Comparator Module” (DS39710).
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REGISTER 20-2: CMSTAT: COMPARATOR MODULE STATUS REGISTER

R/W-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 R-0, HSC R-0, HSC

CMIDL — — — — — C2EVT C1EVT

bit 15 bit 8

U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 U-0 R-0, HSC R-0, HSC

— — — — — — C2OUT C1OUT

bit 7 bit 0

Legend: HSC = Hardware Settable/Clearable bit

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

-n = Value at POR ‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared x = Bit is unknown

bit 15 CMIDL: Comparator Stop in Idle Mode bit

1 = When device enters Idle mode, the module does not generate interrupts; it is still enabled
0 = Continue operation of all enabled comparators in Idle mode

bit 14-10 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’ 

bit 9 C2EVT: Comparator 2 Event Status bit (read-only)

Shows the current event status of Comparator 2 (CM2CON<9>). 

bit 8 C1EVT: Comparator 1 Event Status bit (read-only)

Shows the current event status of Comparator 1 (CM1CON<9>). 

bit 7-2 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’ 

bit 1 C2OUT: Comparator 2 Output Status bit (read-only)

Shows the current output of Comparator 2 (CM2CON<8>).

bit 0 C1OUT: Comparator 1 Output Status bit (read-only)

Shows the current output of Comparator 1 (CM1CON<8>).
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22.0 CHARGE TIME 
MEASUREMENT UNIT (CTMU)

The Charge Time Measurement Unit (CTMU) is a
flexible analog module that provides charge measure-
ment, accurate differential time measurement between
pulse sources and asynchronous pulse generation. Its
key features include:

• Four edge input trigger sources
• Polarity control for each edge source
• Control of edge sequence
• Control of response to edges
• Time measurement resolution of one nanosecond
• Accurate current source suitable for capacitive 

measurement

Together with other on-chip analog modules, the CTMU
can be used to precisely measure time, measure
capacitance, measure relative changes in capacitance,
or generate output pulses that are independent of the
system clock. The CTMU module is ideal for interfacing
with capacitive-based touch sensors.

The CTMU is controlled through two registers,
CTMUCON and CTMUICON. CTMUCON enables the
module, and controls edge source selection, edge
source polarity selection, and edge sequencing. The
CTMUICON register selects the current range of
current source and trims the current. 

22.1 Measuring Capacitance

The CTMU module measures capacitance by
generating an output pulse with a width equal to the
time between edge events on two separate input
channels. The pulse edge events to both input
channels can be selected from four sources: two
internal peripheral modules (OC1 and Timer1) and two
external pins (CTEDG1 and CTEDG2). This pulse is
used with the module’s precision current source to
calculate capacitance according to the relationship:

For capacitance measurements, the A/D Converter
samples an external capacitor (CAPP) on one of its
input channels after the CTMU output’s pulse. A
precision resistor (RPR) provides current source
calibration on a second A/D channel. After the pulse
ends, the converter determines the voltage on the
capacitor. The actual calculation of capacitance is
performed in software by the application. 

Figure 22-1 displays the external connections used for
capacitance measurements, and how the CTMU and
A/D modules are related in this application. This
example also shows the edge events coming from
Timer1, but other configurations using external edge
sources are possible. A detailed discussion on
measuring capacitance and time with the CTMU
module is provided in the “PIC24F Family Reference
Manual”.

FIGURE 22-1: TYPICAL CONNECTIONS AND INTERNAL CONFIGURATION FOR 
CAPACITANCE MEASUREMENT

Note: This data sheet summarizes the features of
this group of PIC24F devices. It is not
intended to be a comprehensive reference
source. For more information on the
Charge Measurement Unit, refer to the
“PIC24F Family Reference Manual”,
Section 11. “Charge Time Measurement
Unit (CTMU)” (DS39724).
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22.2 Measuring Time

Time measurements on the pulse width can be similarly
performed using the A/D module’s internal capacitor
(CAD) and a precision resistor for current calibration.
Figure 22-2 displays the external connections used for
time measurements, and how the CTMU and A/D
modules are related in this application. This example
also shows both edge events coming from the external
CTEDG pins, but other configurations using internal
edge sources are possible.

22.3 Pulse Generation and Delay

The CTMU module can also generate an output pulse
with edges that are not synchronous with the device’s
system clock. More specifically, it can generate a pulse
with a programmable delay from an edge event input to
the module.

When the module is configured for pulse generation
delay by setting the TGEN bit (CTMUCON<12>), the
internal current source is connected to the B input of
Comparator 2. A capacitor (CDELAY) is connected to
the Comparator 2 pin, C2INB, and the comparator
voltage reference, CVREF, is connected to C2INA.
CVREF is then configured for a specific trip point. The
module begins to charge CDELAY when an edge event
is detected. When CDELAY charges above the CVREF

trip point, a pulse is output on CTPLS. The length of the
pulse delay is determined by the value of CDELAY and
the CVREF trip point.

Figure 22-3 shows the external connections for pulse
generation, as well as the relationship of the different
analog modules required. While CTEDG1 is shown as
the input pulse source, other options are available. A
detailed discussion on pulse generation with the CTMU
module is provided in the “PIC24F Family Reference
Manual”.

FIGURE 22-2: TYPICAL CONNECTIONS AND INTERNAL CONFIGURATION FOR TIME 
MEASUREMENT

FIGURE 22-3: TYPICAL CONNECTIONS AND INTERNAL CONFIGURATION FOR PULSE 
DELAY GENERATION
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27.2 Package Details

The following sections give the technical details of the packages.
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