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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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7. User breaks are disabled during UBC module standby mode. Do not read from or write to the 
UBC registers during UBC module standby mode; the values are not guaranteed. 

8. Do not set a post-execution break at a SLEEP instruction or a branch instruction for which a 
SLEEP instruction is placed in the delay slot. In addition, do not set a data access break at a 
SLEEP instruction or one or two instructions before a SLEEP instruction. 

9. Do not determine the breaks in  an external space when the UBC is used in the MCU extension 
mode.  
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Bit Bit Name 
Initial 
Value R/W Description 

5 BFB 0 R/W Buffer Operation B 

Specifies whether TGRB is to operate in the normal 
way, or TGRB and TGRD are to be used together for 
buffer operation. When TGRD is used as a buffer 
register, TGRD input capture/output compare do not 
take place in modes other than complementary PWM 
mode, but compare match with TGRD occurs in 
complementary PWM mode. Since the TGFD flag will 
be set if a compare match occurs during Tb interval in 
complementary PWM mode, the TGIED bit in timer 
interrupt enable register 3/4 (TIER_3/4) should be 
cleared to 0. 

In channels 1 and 2, which have no TGRD, bit 5 is 
reserved. It is always read as 0 and cannot be modified.

0: TGRB and TGRD operate normally 

1: TGRB and TGRD used together for buffer operation 

4 BFA 0 R/W Buffer Operation A  

Specifies whether TGRA is to operate in the normal 
way, or TGRA and TGRC are to be used together for 
buffer operation. When TGRC is used as a buffer 
register, TGRC input capture/output compare do not 
take place in modes other than complementary PWM 
mode, but compare match with TGRC occurs in 
complementary PWM mode. Since the TGFC flag will 
be set if a compare match occurs on channel 4 during 
Tb interval in complementary PWM mode, the TGIEC 
bit in timer interrupt enable register 4 (TIER_4) should 
be cleared to 0. 

In channels 1 and 2, which have no TGRC, bit 4 is 
reserved. It is always read as 0 and cannot be modified.

0: TGRA and TGRC operate normally 

1: TGRA and TGRC used together for buffer operation 

3 to 0 MD[3:0] 0000 R/W Modes 0 to 3 

These bits are used to set the timer operating mode. 

See table 10.14 for details. 
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Example of PWM Mode Setting Procedure: Figure 10.26 shows an example of the PWM mode 
setting procedure. 

PWM mode

Select counter clock

Select counter clearing
source

Select waveform
output level

Set TGR

Set PWM mode

Start count

<PWM mode>

[1]

[2]

[3]

[4]

[5]

[6]

[1] Select the counter clock with bits TPSC2 to 
TPSC0 in TCR.  At the same time, select the 
input clock edge with bits CKEG1 and 
CKEG0 in TCR.

[2] Use bits CCLR2 to CCLR0 in TCR to select 
the TGR to be used as the TCNT clearing 
source.

[3] Use TIOR to designate the TGR as an output 
compare register, and select the initial value 
and output value.

[4] Set the cycle in the TGR selected in [2], and 
set the duty in the other TGR.

[5] Select the PWM mode with bits MD3 to MD0 
in TMDR.

[6] Set the CST bit in TSTR to 1 to start the 
count operation.

 

Figure 10.26   Example of PWM Mode Setting Procedure 

Examples of PWM Mode Operation: Figure 10.27 shows an example of PWM mode 1 
operation. 

In this example, TGRA compare match is set as the TCNT clearing source, 0 is set for the TGRA 
initial output value and output value, and 1 is set as the TGRB output value. 

In this case, the value set in TGRA is used as the period, and the values set in the TGRB registers 
are used as the duty levels. 
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10.4.7 Reset-Synchronized PWM Mode 

In the reset-synchronized PWM mode, three-phase output of positive and negative PWM 
waveforms that share a common wave transition point can be obtained by combining channels 3 
and 4. 

When set for reset-synchronized PWM mode, the TIOC3B, TIOC3D, TIOC4A, TIOC4C, 
TIOC4B, and TIOC4D pins function as PWM output pins and TCNT3 functions as an upcounter. 

Table 10.55 shows the PWM output pins used. Table 10.56 shows the settings of the registers. 

Table 10.55 Output Pins for Reset-Synchronized PWM Mode 

Channel Output Pin Description 

3 TIOC3B PWM output pin 1 

 TIOC3D PWM output pin 1' (negative-phase waveform of PWM output 1) 

4 TIOC4A PWM output pin 2 

 TIOC4C PWM output pin 2' (negative-phase waveform of PWM output 2) 

 TIOC4B PWM output pin 3 

 TIOC4D PWM output pin 3' (negative-phase waveform of PWM output 3) 

 

Table 10.56 Register Settings for Reset-Synchronized PWM Mode 

Register Description of Setting 

TCNT_3 Initial setting of H'0000 

TCNT_4 Initial setting of H'0000 

TGRA_3 Set count cycle for TCNT_3 

TGRB_3 Sets the turning point for PWM waveform output by the TIOC3B and TIOC3D pins 

TGRA_4 Sets the turning point for PWM waveform output by the TIOC4A and TIOC4C pins 

TGRB_4 Sets the turning point for PWM waveform output by the TIOC4B and TIOC4D pins 
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10.4.8 Complementary PWM Mode 

In the complementary PWM mode, three-phase output of non-overlapping positive and negative 
PWM waveforms can be obtained by combining channels 3 and 4. PWM waveforms without non-
overlapping interval are also available. 

In complementary PWM mode, TIOC3B, TIOC3D, TIOC4A, TIOC4B, TIOC4C, and TIOC4D 
pins function as PWM output pins, the TIOC3A pin can be set for toggle output synchronized with 
the PWM period. TCNT_3 and TCNT_4 function as up/down counters. 

Table 10.57 shows the PWM output pins used. Table 10.58 shows the settings of the registers 
used. 

A function to directly cut off the PWM output by using an external signal is supported as a port 
function. 

Table 10.57 Output Pins for Complementary PWM Mode 

Channel Output Pin Description 

3 TIOC3A Toggle output synchronized with PWM period (or I/O port) 

 TIOC3B PWM output pin 1 

 TIOC3C I/O port*  

 TIOC3D PWM output pin 1' 
(non-overlapping negative-phase waveform of PWM output 1; 
PWM output without non-overlapping interval is also available)

4 TIOC4A PWM output pin 2 

 TIOC4B PWM output pin 3 

 TIOC4C PWM output pin 2' 
(non-overlapping negative-phase waveform of PWM output 2; 
PWM output without non-overlapping interval is also available)

 TIOC4D PWM output pin 3' 
(non-overlapping negative-phase waveform of PWM output 3; 
PWM output without non-overlapping interval is also available)

Note: * Avoid setting the TIOC3C pin as a timer I/O pin in the complementary PWM mode. 
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Positive phase

Negative phase

Output waveform is active-low.

MTU2-MTU2S 
synchronous clearing

Bit WRE = 1
Bit SCC = 1

Counters 
are not cleared

TGRA_3

TGRB_3

TCDR

TDDR

H'0000

TCNT_3
(MTU2S)

TCNT_4
(MTU2S)

 

Figure 10.66   Example of Synchronous Clearing in Interval Tb at Crest  
(Timing (6) in Figure 10.57; Bit WRE is 1 and Bit SCC is 1 in TWCR of MTU2S) 
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Positive phase

Negative phase

Output waveform is active-low.

MTU2-MTU2S 
synchronous clearing

Bit WRE = 1
Bit SCC = 1
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TGRB_3
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(MTU2S)
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Figure 10.67   Example of Synchronous Clearing in Dead Time during Down-Counting  
(Timing (8) in Figure 10.57; Bit WRE is 1 and Bit SCC is 1 in TWCR of MTU2S) 
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Method by Halt Mode

RCAN-ET is in Tx_Rx Mode

Set MCR[1] (Halt Mode)

Is RCAN-ET
Transmitter, Receiver

or Bus Off?

Generate interrupt (IRR0)

Read IRR0 & GSR4 as '1'

RCAN-ET is in Halt Mode

Change ID or MBC of Mailbox

Clear MCR1

RCAN-ET is in Tx_Rx Mode

Yes

No

The shadowed boxes need to be
done by S/W (host processor)

Finish
current
session

 

Figure 17.13   Change ID of Receive Box or Change Receive Box to Transmit Box 
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20.5 On-Board Programming Mode 

When the pin is set in on-board programming mode and the reset start is executed, the on-board 
programming state that can program/erase the on-chip flash memory is entered. On-board 
programming mode has three operating modes: user program mode, user boot mode, and boot 
mode.  

For details on the pin setting for entering each mode, see table 20.1. For details on the state 
transition of each mode for flash memory, see figure 20.2. 

20.5.1 Boot Mode 

Boot mode executes programming/erasing user MAT and user boot MAT by means of the control 
command and program data transmitted from the host using the on-chip SCI. The tool for 
transmitting the control command and program data must be prepared in the host. The SCI 
communication mode is set to asynchronous mode. When reset start is executed after this LSI's pin 
is set in boot mode, the boot program in the microcomputer is initiated. After the SCI bit rate is 
automatically adjusted, the communication with the host is executed by means of the control 
command method. 

The system configuration diagram in boot mode is shown in figure 20.6. For details on the pin 
setting in boot mode, see table 20.1. Interrupts are ignored in boot mode, so do not generate them. 
Note that the AUD cannot be used during boot mode operation. 

Host

RXD1

TXD1

 Control command, 
analysis execution 
software (on-chip)

Flash 
memory

On-chip RAMOn-chip SCI1

This LSI

Boot 
programming

tool and program
data

Control command, program data

Reply response
 

Figure 20.6   System Configuration in Boot Mode 
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20.8 Usage Notes 

20.8.1 Switching between User MAT and User Boot MAT 

It is possible to switch between the user MAT and user boot MAT. However, the following 
procedure is required because these MATs are allocated to address 0. 
(Switching to the user boot MAT disables programming and erasing. Programming of the user 
boot MAT must take place in boot mode or programmer mode.) 

1. MAT switching by FMATS should always be executed from the on-chip RAM. The SH 
microcomputer prefetches execution instructions. Therefore, a switchover during program 
execution in the user MAT causes an instruction code in the user MAT to be prefetched or an 
instruction in the newly selected user boot MAT to be prefetched, thus resulting in unstable 
operation. 

2. To ensure that the MAT that has been switched to is accessible, execute four NOP instructions 
in on-chip RAM immediately after writing to FMATS of on-chip RAM (this prevents access to 
the flash memory during MAT switching). 

3. If an interrupt occurs during switching, there is no guarantee of which memory MAT is being 
accessed.  
Always mask the maskable interrupts before switching MATs. In addition, configuring the 
system so that NMI interrupts do not occur during MAT switching is recommended. 

4. After the MATs have been switched, take care because the interrupt vector table will also have 
been switched.  
If the same interrupt processings are to be executed before and after MAT switching or 
interrupt requests cannot be disabled, transfer the interrupt processing routine to on-chip RAM, 
and use the VBR setting to place the interrupt vector table in on chip RAM. In this case, make 
sure the VBR setting change does not conflict with the interrupt occurrence. 

5. Memory sizes of the user MAT and user boot MAT are different. When accessing the user 
boot MAT, do not access addresses exceeding the 12-Kbyte memory space. If access goes 
beyond the 12-Kbyte space, the values read are undefined. 

 






