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circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
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functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.
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Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"
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each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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PIC16C5X
TABLE 3-1: PINOUT DESCRIPTION - PIC16C54, PIC16CR54, PIC16C56, PIC16CR56, PIC16C58, 
PIC16CR58   

Pin Name
Pin Number Pin Buffer 

Description
DIP SOIC SSOP Type Type

RA0 
RA1
RA2
RA3

17
18
1
2

17
18
1
2

19
20
1
2

I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O

TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL

Bi-directional I/O port

RB0
RB1
RB2
RB3
RB4
RB5
RB6
RB7

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14

I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O

TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL

Bi-directional I/O port

T0CKI 3 3 3 I ST Clock input to Timer0. Must be tied to VSS or VDD, if not in 
use, to reduce current consumption.

MCLR/VPP 4 4 4 I ST Master clear (RESET) input/programming voltage input. 
This pin is an active low RESET to the device. Voltage on 
the MCLR/VPP pin must not exceed VDD to avoid unin-
tended entering of Programming mode.

OSC1/CLKIN 16 16 18 I ST Oscillator crystal input/external clock source input.

OSC2/CLKOUT 15 15 17 O — Oscillator crystal output. Connects to crystal or resonator 
in crystal Oscillator mode. In RC mode, OSC2 pin outputs 
CLKOUT, which has 1/4 the frequency of OSC1 and 
denotes the instruction cycle rate.

VDD 14 14 15,16 P — Positive supply for logic and I/O pins.

VSS 5 5 5,6 P — Ground reference for logic and I/O pins.

Legend: I = input, O = output, I/O = input/output, P = power, — = Not Used, TTL = TTL input, ST = Schmitt Trigger 
input
 1997-2013 Microchip Technology Inc. Preliminary DS30453E-page 11



PIC16C5X
TABLE 3-2: PINOUT DESCRIPTION - PIC16C55, PIC16C57, PIC16CR57 

Pin Name
Pin Number Pin

Type
Buffer
 Type

Description
DIP SOIC SSOP

RA0 
RA1
RA2
RA3

6
7
8
9

6
7
8
9

5
6
7
8

I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O

TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL

Bi-directional I/O port

RB0
RB1
RB2
RB3
RB4
RB5
RB6
RB7

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

9
10
11
12
13
15
16
17

I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O

TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL

Bi-directional I/O port

RC0
RC1
RC2
RC3
RC4
RC5
RC6
RC7

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O

TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL

Bi-directional I/O port

T0CKI 1 1 2 I ST Clock input to Timer0. Must be tied to VSS or VDD, if not in 
use, to reduce current consumption.

MCLR 28 28 28 I ST Master clear (RESET) input. This pin is an active low 
RESET to the device.

OSC1/CLKIN 27 27 27 I ST Oscillator crystal input/external clock source input.

OSC2/CLKOUT 26 26 26 O — Oscillator crystal output. Connects to crystal or resonator 
in crystal Oscillator mode. In RC mode, OSC2 pin outputs 
CLKOUT which has 1/4 the frequency of OSC1, and 
denotes the instruction cycle rate.

VDD 2 2 3,4 P — Positive supply for logic and I/O pins.

VSS 4 4 1,14 P — Ground reference for logic and I/O pins.

N/C 3,5 3,5 — — — Unused, do not connect.

Legend: I = input, O = output, I/O = input/output, P = power, — = Not Used, TTL = TTL input, ST = Schmitt Trigger 
input
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PIC16C5X
4.0 OSCILLATOR 
CONFIGURATIONS

4.1 Oscillator Types

PIC16C5Xs can be operated in four different oscillator
modes. The user can program two configuration bits
(FOSC1:FOSC0) to select one of these four modes:

1. LP: Low Power Crystal

2. XT: Crystal/Resonator

3. HS: High Speed Crystal/Resonator

4. RC: Resistor/Capacitor

4.2 Crystal Oscillator/Ceramic 
Resonators

In XT, LP or HS modes, a crystal or ceramic resonator
is connected to the OSC1/CLKIN and OSC2/CLKOUT
pins to establish oscillation (Figure 4-1). The
PIC16C5X oscillator design requires the use of a paral-
lel cut crystal. Use of a series cut crystal may give a fre-
quency out of the crystal manufacturers specifications.
When in XT, LP or HS modes, the device can have an
external clock source drive the OSC1/CLKIN pin
(Figure 4-2).

FIGURE 4-1: CRYSTAL/CERAMIC 
RESONATOR OPERATION 
(HS, XT OR LP OSC 
CONFIGURATION)  

FIGURE 4-2: EXTERNAL CLOCK INPUT 
OPERATION (HS, XT OR 
LP OSC 
CONFIGURATION) 

TABLE 4-1: CAPACITOR SELECTION FOR 
CERAMIC RESONATORS - 
PIC16C5X, PIC16CR5X  

TABLE 4-2: CAPACITOR SELECTION FOR 
CRYSTAL OSCILLATOR - 
PIC16C5X, PIC16CR5X 

Note: Not all oscillator selections available for all
parts. See Section 9.1.

Note 1: See Capacitor Selection tables for 
recommended values of C1 and C2.

2: A series resistor (RS) may be required 
for AT strip cut crystals.

3: RF varies with the Oscillator mode cho-
sen (approx. value = 10 M).

C1(1)

C2(1)

XTAL

OSC2

OSC1

RF(3)

SLEEP

To internal
logic

RS(2)

PIC16C5X

Osc
Type

Resonator 
Freq

Cap. Range
C1

Cap. Range
C2

XT 455 kHz
2.0 MHz
4.0 MHz

68-100 pF
15-33 pF
10-22 pF

68-100 pF
15-33 pF
10-22 pF

HS 8.0 MHz
16.0 MHz

10-22 pF
10 pF

10-22 pF
10 pF

These values are for design guidance only. Since 
each resonator has its own characteristics, the user 
should consult the resonator manufacturer for 
appropriate values of external components. 

Osc
 Type

Crystal  
Freq

Cap.Range
C1 

Cap. Range
C2

LP 32 kHz(1) 15 pF 15 pF

XT 100 kHz
200 kHz
455 kHz
1 MHz
2 MHz
4 MHz

15-30 pF
15-30 pF
15-30 pF
15-30 pF

15 pF
15 pF

200-300 pF
100-200 pF
15-100 pF
15-30 pF

15 pF
15 pF

HS 4 MHz
8 MHz
20 MHz

15 pF
15 pF
15 pF

15 pF
15 pF
15 pF

Note 1: For VDD > 4.5V, C1 = C2  30 pF is 
recommended.

These values are for design guidance only. Rs may 
be required in HS mode as well as XT mode to avoid 
overdriving crystals with low drive level specification. 
Since each crystal has its own characteristics, the 
user should consult the crystal manufacturer for 
appropriate values of external components.

Note: If you change from this device to another
device, please verify oscillator characteris-
tics in your application.

Clock from
ext. system

OSC1

OSC2

PIC16C5X

Open
 1997-2013 Microchip Technology Inc. Preliminary DS30453E-page 15
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PIC16C5X
10.0 INSTRUCTION SET SUMMARY

Each PIC16C5X instruction is a 12-bit word divided into
an OPCODE, which specifies the instruction type and
one or more operands which further specify the opera-
tion of the instruction. The PIC16C5X instruction set
summary in Table 10-2 groups the instructions into
byte-oriented, bit-oriented, and literal and control oper-
ations. Table 10-1 shows the opcode field descriptions.

For byte-oriented instructions, 'f' represents a file reg-
ister designator and 'd' represents a destination desig-
nator. The file register designator is used to specify
which one of the 32 file registers in that bank is to be
used by the instruction.

The destination designator specifies where the result of
the operation is to be placed. If 'd' is '0', the result is
placed in the W register. If 'd' is '1', the result is placed
in the file register specified in the instruction.

For bit-oriented instructions, 'b' represents a bit field
designator which selects the number of the bit affected
by the operation, while 'f' represents the number of the
file in which the bit is located.

For literal and control operations, 'k' represents an
8 or 9-bit constant or literal value.

TABLE 10-1: OPCODE FIELD 
DESCRIPTIONS

All instructions are executed within one single instruc-
tion cycle, unless a conditional test is true or the pro-
gram counter is changed as a result of an instruction.
In this case, the execution takes two instruction cycles.
One instruction cycle consists of four oscillator periods.
Thus, for an oscillator frequency of 4 MHz, the normal
instruction execution time would be 1 s. If a condi-
tional test is true or the program counter is changed as
a result of an instruction, the instruction execution time
would be 2 s.

Figure 10-1 shows the three general formats that the
instructions can have. All examples in the figure use
the following format to represent a hexadecimal num-
ber:

0xhhh

where 'h' signifies a hexadecimal digit. 

FIGURE 10-1: GENERAL FORMAT FOR 
INSTRUCTIONS   

Field Description

f Register file address (0x00 to 0x1F)
W Working register (accumulator)
b Bit address within an 8-bit file register
k Literal field, constant data or label
x Don't care location (= 0 or 1) 

The assembler will generate code with x = 0.  
It is the recommended form of use for com-
patibility with all Microchip software tools.

d Destination select; 
d = 0 (store result in W)
d = 1 (store result in file register 'f')

Default is d = 1
label Label name
TOS Top of Stack
PC Program Counter
WDT Watchdog Timer Counter
TO Time-out bit
PD Power-down bit
dest Destination, either the W register or the 

specified register file location
[  ] Options
(  ) Contents
 Assigned to
< > Register bit field
 In the set of

italics User defined term (font is courier)

Byte-oriented file register operations

11                           6    5    4                              0

d = 0 for destination W

OPCODE            d              f (FILE #)

d = 1 for destination f
f = 5-bit file register address

Bit-oriented file register operations

11                           8  7         5   4                       0

OPCODE          b (BIT #)        f (FILE #)

b = 3-bit bit address
f  = 5-bit file register address

Literal and control operations (except GOTO)

11                                  8    7                             0

OPCODE                              k (literal)

k  = 8-bit immediate value

Literal and control operations - GOTO instruction

11                                 9    8                             0

OPCODE                              k (literal)

k  = 9-bit immediate value
 1997-2013 Microchip Technology Inc. Preliminary DS30453E-page 49



PIC16C5X
IORLW Inclusive OR literal with W

Syntax: [ label ]    IORLW   k

Operands: 0  k  255

Operation: (W) .OR. (k)  (W)

Status Affected: Z

Encoding: 1101 kkkk kkkk

Description: The contents of the W register are 
OR’ed with the eight bit literal 'k'. 
The result is placed in the W regis-
ter.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example: IORLW 0x35

Before Instruction
W = 0x9A

After Instruction
W = 0xBF
Z = 0

IORWF Inclusive OR W with f

Syntax: [ label ]    IORWF    f,d

Operands: 0  f  31
d  [0,1]

Operation: (W).OR. (f)  (dest)

Status Affected: Z

Encoding: 0001 00df ffff

Description: Inclusive OR the W register with 
register 'f'. If 'd' is 0 the result is 
placed in the W register. If 'd' is 1 
the result is placed back in 
register 'f'.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example: IORWF RESULT, 0

Before Instruction
RESULT = 0x13
W = 0x91

After Instruction
RESULT = 0x13
W = 0x93
Z = 0

MOVF Move f

Syntax: [ label ]    MOVF   f,d

Operands: 0  f  31
d  [0,1]

Operation: (f)  (dest)

Status Affected: Z

Encoding: 0010 00df ffff

Description: The contents of register 'f' is 
moved to destination 'd'. If 'd' is 0, 
destination is the W register. If 'd' 
is 1, the destination is file 
register 'f'. 'd' is 1 is useful to test a 
file register since status flag Z is 
affected.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example: MOVF FSR, 0

After Instruction
W = value in FSR register

MOVLW Move Literal to W

Syntax: [ label ]    MOVLW   k

Operands: 0  k  255

Operation: k  (W)

Status Affected: None

Encoding: 1100 kkkk kkkk

Description: The eight bit literal 'k' is loaded into 
the W register.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example: MOVLW 0x5A

After Instruction
W = 0x5A
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PIC16C5X
12.7    Timing Diagrams and Specifications

FIGURE 12-2: EXTERNAL CLOCK TIMING - PIC16C54/55/56/57   

   

OSC1

CLKOUT

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1

1 3 3
4 4

2

TABLE 12-1: EXTERNAL CLOCK TIMING REQUIREMENTS - PIC16C54/55/56/57

AC Characteristics

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0°C  TA  +70°C for commercial

–40°C  TA  +85°C for industrial
–40°C  TA  +125°C for extended

Param
 No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

1A FOSC External CLKIN Frequency(1) DC — 4.0 MHz XT OSC mode

DC — 10 MHz 10 MHz mode

DC — 20 MHz HS OSC mode (Comm/Ind)

DC — 16 MHz HS OSC mode (Ext)

DC — 40 kHz LP OSC mode 

Oscillator Frequency(1) DC — 4.0 MHz RC OSC mode 

0.1 — 4.0 MHz XT OSC mode 

4.0 — 10 MHz 10 MHz mode 

4.0 — 20 MHz HS OSC mode (Comm/Ind)

4.0 — 16 MHz HS OSC mode (Ext)

DC — 40 kHz LP OSC mode

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is at 5.0V, 25°C unless otherwise stated. These parameters are for design
guidance only and are not tested.

Note 1: All specified values are based on characterization data for that particular oscillator type under standard 
operating conditions with the device executing code. Exceeding these specified limits may result in an 
unstable oscillator operation and/or higher than expected current consumption.
When an external clock input is used, the “max” cycle time limit is “DC” (no clock) for all devices.

2: Instruction cycle period (TCY) equals four times the input oscillator time base period.
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PIC16C5X
13.0 ELECTRICAL CHARACTERISTICS - PIC16CR54A

Absolute Maximum Ratings(†)

Ambient Temperature under bias ..................................................................................................... –55°C to +125°C

Storage Temperature ....................................................................................................................... –65°C to +150°C

Voltage on VDD with respect to VSS ............................................................................................................ 0 to +7.5V

Voltage on MCLR with respect to VSS(1) ......................................................................................................0 to +14V

Voltage on all other pins with respect to VSS ............................................................................–0.6V to (VDD + 0.6V)

Total power dissipation(2) ............................................................................................................................... 800 mW

Max. current out of VSS pin ............................................................................................................................. 150 mA

Max. current into VDD pin .................................................................................................................................. 50 mA

Max. current into an input pin (T0CKI only)  500 A

Input clamp current, IIK (VI < 0 or VI > VDD) 20 mA

Output clamp current, IOK (V0 < 0 or V0 > VDD) 20 mA

Max. output current sunk by any I/O pin ........................................................................................................... 25 mA

Max. output current sourced by any I/O pin ...................................................................................................... 20 mA

Max. output current sourced by a single I/O port (PORTA or B) ....................................................................... 40 mA

Max. output current sunk by a single I/O port (PORTA or B) ............................................................................ 50 mA

Note 1: Voltage spikes below Vss at the MCLR pin, inducing currents greater than 80 mA may cause latch-up. Thus,
a series resistor of 50 to 100  should be used when applying a low level to the MCLR pin rather than pulling
this pin directly to Vss.

2: Power Dissipation is calculated as follows: PDIS = VDD x {IDD -  IOH} +  {(VDD-VOH) x IOH} + (VOL x IOL) 

† NOTICE: Stresses above those listed under "Maximum Ratings" may cause permanent damage to the device.
This is a stress rating only and functional operation of the device at those or any other conditions above those indi-
cated in the operation listings of this specification is not implied. Exposure to maximum rating conditions for
extended periods may affect device reliability.
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 14-6: MAXIMUM IPD vs. VDD,
WATCHDOG DISABLED 

FIGURE 14-7: TYPICAL IPD vs. VDD,
WATCHDOG ENABLED 

FIGURE 14-8: MAXIMUM IPD vs. VDD,
WATCHDOG ENABLED 
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IPD, with WDT enabled, has two components:
The leakage current, which increases with higher temper-
ature, and the operating current of the WDT logic, which
increases with lower temperature. At –40C, the latter
dominates explaining the apparently anomalous behav-
ior.

Typical:  statistical mean @ 25°C
Maximum:  mean + 3s (-40°C to 125°C) 
Minimum:   mean – 3s (-40°C to 125°C)
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PIC16C5X
15.5 Timing Parameter Symbology and Load Conditions

The timing parameter symbols have been created with one of the following formats:

FIGURE 15-1: LOAD CONDITIONS FOR DEVICE TIMING SPECIFICATIONS - PIC16C54A

1. TppS2ppS

2. TppS

T

F Frequency T Time

Lowercase letters (pp) and their meanings:

pp

2 to mc MCLR

ck CLKOUT osc oscillator

cy cycle time os OSC1

drt device reset timer t0 T0CKI

io I/O port wdt watchdog timer

Uppercase letters and their meanings:

S

F Fall P Period

H High R Rise

I Invalid (Hi-impedance) V Valid

L Low Z Hi-impedance

CL = 50 pF for all pins and OSC2 for RC modes 

0 -15 pF for OSC2 in XT, HS or LP modes when 
external clock is used to drive OSC1

CL

VSS

Pin
DS30453E-page 110 Preliminary  1997-2013 Microchip Technology Inc.



PIC16C5X
FIGURE 15-5: TIMER0 CLOCK TIMINGS - PIC16C54A

TABLE 15-4: TIMER0 CLOCK REQUIREMENTS - PIC16C54A 

AC Characteristics

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0C  TA  +70C for commercial

–40C  TA  +85C for industrial
–20C  TA  +85C for industrial - PIC16LV54A-02I
–40C  TA  +125C for extended

Param 
No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

40 Tt0H T0CKI High Pulse Width
- No Prescaler 0.5 TCY + 20* — — ns

- With Prescaler 10* — — ns

41 Tt0L T0CKI Low Pulse Width
- No Prescaler 0.5 TCY + 20* — — ns

- With Prescaler 10* — — ns

42 Tt0P T0CKI Period 20 or TCY + 40*
          N

— — ns Whichever is greater.
N = Prescale Value

(1, 2, 4,..., 256)

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is at 5V, 25°C unless otherwise stated. These parameters are for design
guidance only and are not tested.

T0CKI

40 41

42
Note: Please refer to Figure 15-1 for load conditions.
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 16-12: TYPICAL IDD vs. FREQUENCY (WDT DISABLED, RC MODE @ 100 PF, 25C)

FIGURE 16-13: MAXIMUM IDD vs. FREQUENCY 
(WDT DISABLED, RC MODE @ 100 PF, –40C to +85C)
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 16-16: WDT TIMER TIME-OUT 
PERIOD vs. VDD(1)   

FIGURE 16-17: TRANSCONDUCTANCE 
(gm) OF HS OSCILLATOR 
vs. VDD 
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 17-3: PIC16LC54C/55A/56A/57C/58B VOLTAGE-FREQUENCY GRAPH, 
0C  TA  +85C

FIGURE 17-4: PIC16LC54C/55A/56A/57C/58B VOLTAGE-FREQUENCY GRAPH, 
-40C  TA  0C
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Note 1: The shaded region indicates the permissible combinations of voltage and frequency.

2: The maximum rated speed of the part limits the permissible combinations of voltage and frequency.
Please reference the Product Identification System section for the maximum rated speed of the parts.
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Note 1: The shaded region indicates the permissible combinations of voltage and frequency.

2: The maximum rated speed of the part limits the permissible combinations of voltage and frequency.
Please reference the Product Identification System section for the maximum rated speed of the parts.
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 18-6: TYPICAL IPD vs. VDD, WATCHDOG ENABLED (25C) 

FIGURE 18-7: TYPICAL IPD vs. VDD, WATCHDOG ENABLED (–40°C, 85°C) 
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 18-14: WDT TIMER TIME-OUT 
PERIOD vs. VDD(1)

FIGURE 18-15: PORTA, B AND C IOH vs. 
VOH, VDD = 3 V
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 19-1: PIC16C54C/C55A/C56A/C57C/C58B-40 VOLTAGE-FREQUENCY GRAPH, 
0C  TA  +70C
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Note 1: The shaded region indicates the permissible combinations of voltage and frequency.

2: The maximum rated speed of the part limits the permissible combinations of voltage and frequency.
Please reference the Product Identification System section for the maximum rated speed of the parts.

3: Operation between 20 to 40 MHz requires the following:

• VDD between 4.5V. and 5.5V

• OSC1 externally driven
• OSC2 not connected
• HS mode
• Commercial temperatures

        Devices qualified for 40 MHz operation have -40 designation (ex: PIC16C54C-40/P).

4: For operation between DC and 20 MHz, see Section 17.1.

40
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 20-4: VTH (INPUT THRESHOLD TRIP POINT VOLTAGE) OF I/O PINS vs. VDD

FIGURE 20-5: VTH (INPUT THRESHOLD TRIP POINT VOLTAGE) OF OSC1 INPUT
(HS MODE) vs. VDD
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 20-7: WDT TIMER TIME-OUT 
PERIOD vs. VDD(1) 

TABLE 20-1: INPUT CAPACITANCE 

FIGURE 20-8: IOH vs. VOH, VDD = 5 V

Pin
Typical Capacitance (pF)

18L PDIP 18L SOIC

RA port 5.0 4.3

RB port 5.0 4.3

MCLR 17.0 17.0

OSC1 4.0 3.5

OSC2/CLKOUT 4.3 3.5

T0CKI 3.2 2.8

All capacitance values are typical at 25C. A part-to-part 
variation of ±25% (three standard deviations) should be 
taken into account.
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