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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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PIC16C5X
6.7 Indirect Data Addressing; INDF 
and FSR Registers

The INDF Register is not a physical register.
Addressing INDF actually addresses the register
whose address is contained in the FSR Register (FSR
is a pointer). This is indirect addressing.

EXAMPLE 6-1: INDIRECT ADDRESSING

• Register file 08 contains the value 10h

• Register file 09 contains the value 0Ah

• Load the value 08 into the FSR Register

• A read of the INDF Register will return the value 
of 10h

• Increment the value of the FSR Register by one 
(FSR = 09h)

• A read of the INDF register now will return the 
value of 0Ah.

Reading INDF itself indirectly (FSR = 0) will produce
00h. Writing to the INDF Register indirectly results in a
no-operation (although STATUS bits may be affected).

A simple program to clear RAM locations 10h-1Fh
using indirect addressing is shown in Example 6-2.

EXAMPLE 6-2: HOW TO CLEAR RAM 
USING INDIRECT 
ADDRESSING 

MOVLW H'10' ;initialize pointer
MOVWF FSR ; to RAM

NEXT CLRF INDF ;clear INDF Register
INCF FSR,F ;inc pointer
BTFSC FSR,4 ;all done?
GOTO NEXT ;NO, clear next

CONTINUE
: ;YES, continue

The FSR is either a 5-bit (PIC16C54, PIC16CR54,
PIC16C55, PIC16C56, PIC16CR56) or 7-bit
(PIC16C57, PIC16CR57, PIC16C58, PIC16CR58)
wide register. It is used in conjunction with the INDF
Register to indirectly address the data memory area. 

The FSR<4:0> bits are used to select data memory
addresses 00h to 1Fh. 

PIC16C54, PIC16CR54, PIC16C55, PIC16C56,
PIC16CR56: These do not use banking. FSR<6:5> bits
are unimplemented and read as '1's.

PIC16C57, PIC16CR57, PIC16C58, PIC16CR58:
FSR<6:5> are the bank select bits and are used to
select the bank to be addressed (00 = bank 0,
01 = bank 1, 10 = bank 2, 11 = bank 3).

FIGURE 6-10: DIRECT/INDIRECT ADDRESSING 

Note 1: For register map detail see Section 6.2.

bank location selectlocation selectbank select

Indirect AddressingDirect Addressing

Data 
Memory(1)

0Fh
10h

Bank 0 Bank 1 Bank 2 Bank 3

0456

(FSR)

1000 01 11

00h

1Fh 3Fh 5Fh 7Fh

(opcode)

0456

(FSR)

Addresses map back to 
addresses in Bank 0.

3 2 13 2 1
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7.0 I/O PORTS

As with any other register, the I/O Registers can be
written and read under program control. However, read
instructions (e.g., MOVF PORTB,W) always read the I/O
pins independent of the pin’s input/output modes. On
RESET, all I/O ports are defined as input (inputs are at
hi-impedance) since the I/O control registers (TRISA,
TRISB, TRISC) are all set.

7.1 PORTA

PORTA is a 4-bit I/O Register. Only the low order 4 bits
are used (RA<3:0>). Bits 7-4 are unimplemented and
read as '0's.

7.2 PORTB

PORTB is an 8-bit I/O Register (PORTB<7:0>).

7.3 PORTC

PORTC is an 8-bit I/O Register for PIC16C55,
PIC16C57 and PIC16CR57.

PORTC is a General Purpose Register for PIC16C54,
PIC16CR54, PIC16C56, PIC16CR56, PIC16C58 and
PIC16CR58.

7.4 TRIS Registers

The Output Driver Control Registers are loaded with
the contents of the W Register by executing the 
TRIS f instruction. A '1' from a TRIS Register bit puts
the corresponding output driver in a hi-impedance
(input) mode. A '0' puts the contents of the output data
latch on the selected pins, enabling the output buffer.   

The TRIS Registers are “write-only” and are set (output
drivers disabled) upon RESET.

7.5 I/O Interfacing

The equivalent circuit for an I/O port pin is shown in
Figure 7-1. All ports may be used for both input and
output operation. For input operations these ports are
non-latching. Any input must be present until read by
an input instruction (e.g., MOVF PORTB, W). The out-
puts are latched and remain unchanged until the output
latch is rewritten. To use a port pin as output, the corre-
sponding direction control bit (in TRISA, TRISB,
TRISC) must be cleared (= 0). For use as an input, the
corresponding TRIS bit must be set. Any I/O pin can be
programmed individually as input or output.

FIGURE 7-1: EQUIVALENT CIRCUIT 
FOR A SINGLE I/O PIN  

TABLE 7-1: SUMMARY OF PORT REGISTERS

Note: A read of the ports reads the pins, not the
output data latches. That is, if an output
driver on a pin is enabled and driven high,
but the external system is holding it low, a
read of the port will indicate that the pin is
low.

Note 1: I/O pins have protection diodes to VDD and VSS.

Data
Bus

QD

QCK

QD

QCK
P

N

WR
Port

TRIS ‘f’

Data

TRIS

RD Port

VSS

VDD

I/O
pin(1)

W
Reg

Latch

Latch

RESET

Address Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Value on 

Power-On 
Reset

Value on 
MCLR and 
WDT Reset

N/A TRIS I/O Control Registers (TRISA, TRISB, TRISC) 1111 1111 1111 1111

05h PORTA — — — — RA3 RA2 RA1 RA0 ---- xxxx ---- uuuu

06h PORTB RB7 RB6 RB5 RB4 RB3 RB2 RB1 RB0 xxxx xxxx uuuu uuuu

07h PORTC RC7 RC6 RC5 RC4 RC3 RC2 RC1 RC0 xxxx xxxx uuuu uuuu

Legend: x = unknown, u = unchanged, — = unimplemented, read as '0', Shaded cells = unimplemented, read as ‘0’
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8.2 Prescaler

An 8-bit counter is available as a prescaler for the
Timer0 module, or as a postscaler for the Watchdog
Timer (WDT), respectively (Section 9.2.1). For simplic-
ity, this counter is being referred to as “prescaler”
throughout this data sheet. Note that the prescaler may
be used by either the Timer0 module or the WDT, but
not both. Thus, a prescaler assignment for the Timer0
module means that there is no prescaler for the WDT,
and vice-versa.

The PSA and PS<2:0> bits (OPTION<3:0>) determine
prescaler assignment and prescale ratio.

When assigned to the Timer0 module, all instructions
writing to the TMR0 register (e.g., CLRF 1,
MOVWF 1, BSF 1,x, etc.) will clear the prescaler.
When assigned to WDT, a CLRWDT instruction will clear
the prescaler along with the WDT. The prescaler is nei-
ther readable nor writable. On a RESET, the prescaler
contains all '0's.

8.2.1 SWITCHING PRESCALER 
ASSIGNMENT

The prescaler assignment is fully under software con-
trol (i.e., it can be changed “on the fly” during program
execution). To avoid an unintended device RESET, the
following instruction sequence (Example 8-1) must be
executed when changing the prescaler assignment
from Timer0 to the WDT.

EXAMPLE 8-1: CHANGING PRESCALER 
(TIMER0WDT)

CLRWDT ;Clear WDT
CLRF TMR0 ;Clear TMR0 & Prescaler 
MOVLW B'00xx1111’ ;Last 3 instructions in 

this example
OPTION  ;are required only if

;desired
CLRWDT ;PS<2:0> are 000 or 

;001
MOVLW B'00xx1xxx’ ;Set Prescaler to
OPTION  ;desired WDT rate

To change prescaler from the WDT to the Timer0 mod-
ule, use the sequence shown in Example 8-2. This
sequence must be used even if the WDT is disabled. A
CLRWDT instruction should be executed before switch-
ing the prescaler. 

EXAMPLE 8-2: CHANGING PRESCALER 
(WDTTIMER0)

CLRWDT ;Clear WDT and 
;prescaler

MOVLW B'xxxx0xxx' ;Select TMR0, new 
;prescale value and
;clock source

OPTION
DS30453E-page 40 Preliminary  1997-2013 Microchip Technology Inc.
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9.2 Watchdog Timer (WDT)

The Watchdog Timer (WDT) is a free running on-chip
RC oscillator which does not require any external com-
ponents. This RC oscillator is separate from the RC
oscillator of the OSC1/CLKIN pin. That means that the
WDT will run even if the clock on the OSC1/CLKIN and
OSC2/CLKOUT pins have been stopped, for example,
by execution of a SLEEP instruction. During normal
operation or SLEEP, a WDT Reset or Wake-up Reset
generates a device RESET. 

The TO bit (STATUS<4>) will be cleared upon a Watch-
dog Timer Reset (Section 6.3).

The WDT can be permanently disabled by program-
ming the configuration bit WDTE as a '0' (Section 9.1).
Refer to the PIC16C5X Programming Specifications
(Literature Number DS30190) to determine how to
access the configuration word.

9.2.1 WDT PERIOD

An 8-bit counter is available as a prescaler for the
Timer0 module (Section 8.2), or as a postscaler for the
Watchdog Timer (WDT), respectively. For simplicity,
this counter is being referred to as “prescaler” through-
out this data sheet. Note that the prescaler may be
used by either the Timer0 module or the WDT, but not

both. Thus, a prescaler assignment for the Timer0
module means that there is no prescaler for the WDT,
and vice-versa.

The PSA and PS<2:0> bits (OPTION<3:0>) determine
prescaler assignment and prescale ratio (Section 6.4).

The WDT has a nominal time-out period of 18 ms (with
no prescaler). If a longer time-out period is desired, a
prescaler with a division ratio of up to 1:128 can be
assigned to the WDT (under software control) by writ-
ing to the OPTION register. Thus, time-out a period of
a nominal 2.3 seconds can be realized. These periods
vary with temperature, VDD and part-to-part process
variations (see Device Characterization).

Under worst case conditions (VDD = Min., Temperature
= Max., WDT prescaler = 1:128), it may take several
seconds before a WDT time-out occurs.

9.2.2 WDT PROGRAMMING 
CONSIDERATIONS

The CLRWDT instruction clears the WDT and the pres-
caler, if assigned to the WDT, and prevents it from tim-
ing out and generating a device RESET. 

The SLEEP instruction RESETS the WDT and the pres-
caler, if assigned to the WDT. This gives the maximum
SLEEP time before a WDT Wake-up Reset. 

FIGURE 9-1: WATCHDOG TIMER BLOCK DIAGRAM 

TABLE 9-1: SUMMARY OF REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH THE WATCHDOG TIMER

Address Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Value on 

Power-On 
Reset

Value on 
MCLR and 
WDT Reset

N/A OPTION — — Tosc Tose PSA PS2 PS1 PS0 --11 1111 --11 1111

Legend: u = unchanged, - = unimplemented, read as '0'. Shaded cells not used by Watchdog Timer.

10

1

0

From TMR0 Clock Source

To TMR0

WDT Enable

EPROM Bit

PSA

WDT 

Time-out

PS2:PS0

PSAMUX

8 - to - 1 MUX

M

U

X

Watchdog

Timer

Note: T0CS, T0SE, PSA, PS2:PS0 are bits in the
OPTION register.

Prescaler
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TABLE 10-2: INSTRUCTION SET SUMMARY

Mnemonic,
Operands

Description Cycles
12-Bit Opcode Status

Affected
Notes

MSb LSb

ADDWF
ANDWF
CLRF
CLRW
COMF
DECF
DECFSZ
INCF
INCFSZ
IORWF
MOVF
MOVWF
NOP
RLF
RRF
SUBWF
SWAPF
XORWF

f,d
f,d
f
–
f, d
f, d
f, d
f, d
f, d
f, d
f, d
f
–
f, d
f, d
f, d
f, d
f, d

Add W and f
AND W with f
Clear f
Clear W
Complement f
Decrement f
Decrement f, Skip if 0
Increment f
Increment f, Skip if 0
Inclusive OR W with f
Move f
Move W to f
No Operation
Rotate left f through Carry
Rotate right f through Carry
Subtract W from f
Swap f
Exclusive OR W with f

1
1
1
1
1
1

1(2)

1
1(2)

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

0001
0001
0000
0000
0010
0000
0010
0010
0011
0001
0010
0000
0000
0011
0011
0000
0011
0001

11df
01df
011f
0100
01df
11df
11df
10df
11df
00df
00df
001f
0000
01df
00df
10df
10df
10df

ffff
ffff
ffff
0000
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff
0000
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff

C,DC,Z
Z
Z
Z
Z
Z

None
Z

None
Z
Z

None
None

C
C

C,DC,Z
None

Z

1,2,4
2,4
4

2,4
2,4
2,4
2,4
2,4
2,4
1,4

2,4
2,4

1,2,4
2,4
2,4

BIT-ORIENTED FILE REGISTER OPERATIONS

BCF
BSF
BTFSC
BTFSS

f, b
f, b
f, b
f, b

Bit Clear f
Bit Set f
Bit Test f, Skip if Clear
Bit Test f, Skip if Set

1
1

1 (2)

1 (2)

0100
0101
0110
0111

bbbf
bbbf
bbbf
bbbf

ffff
ffff
ffff
ffff

None
None
None
None

2,4
2,4

LITERAL AND CONTROL OPERATIONS

ANDLW
CALL
CLRWDT
GOTO
IORLW
MOVLW
OPTION
RETLW
SLEEP
TRIS
XORLW

k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k
–
f
k

AND literal with W
Call subroutine
Clear Watchdog Timer
Unconditional branch
Inclusive OR Literal with W
Move Literal to W
Load OPTION register
Return, place Literal in W
Go into standby mode
Load TRIS register
Exclusive OR Literal to W

1
2
1
2
1
1
1
2
1
1
1

1110
1001
0000
101k
1101
1100
0000
1000
0000
0000
1111

kkkk
kkkk
0000
kkkk
kkkk
kkkk
0000
kkkk
0000
0000
kkkk

kkkk
kkkk
0100
kkkk
kkkk
kkkk
0010
kkkk
0011
0fff
kkkk

Z
None

TO, PD
None

Z
None
None
None

TO, PD
None

Z

1

3

Note 1: The 9th bit of the program counter will be forced to a '0' by any instruction that writes to the PC except for 
GOTO (see Section 6.5 for more on program counter).

2: When an I/O register is modified as a function of itself (e.g. MOVF PORTB, 1), the value used will be that 
value present on the pins themselves. For example, if the data latch is '1' for a pin configured as input and 
is driven low by an external device, the data will be written back with a '0'.

3: The instruction TRIS f, where f = 5, 6 or 7 causes the contents of the W register to be written to the tristate 
latches of PORTA, B or C respectively. A '1' forces the pin to a hi-impedance state and disables the output 
buffers.

4: If this instruction is executed on the TMR0 register (and, where applicable, d = 1), the prescaler will be 
cleared (if assigned to TMR0).
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11.4 MPLINK Object Linker/
MPLIB Object Librarian

The MPLINK object linker combines relocatable
objects created by the MPASM assembler and the
MPLAB C17 and MPLAB C18 C compilers. It can also
link relocatable objects from pre-compiled libraries,
using directives from a linker script.

The MPLIB object librarian is a librarian for pre-
compiled code to be used with the MPLINK object
linker. When a routine from a library is called from
another source file, only the modules that contain that
routine will be linked in with the application. This allows
large libraries to be used efficiently in many different
applications. The MPLIB object librarian manages the
creation and modification of library files.

The MPLINK object linker features include:

• Integration with MPASM assembler and MPLAB 
C17 and MPLAB C18 C compilers.

• Allows all memory areas to be defined as sections 
to provide link-time flexibility.

The MPLIB object librarian features include:

• Easier linking because single libraries can be 
included instead of many smaller files.

• Helps keep code maintainable by grouping 
related modules together.

• Allows libraries to be created and modules to be 
added, listed, replaced, deleted or extracted.

11.5 MPLAB SIM Software Simulator

The MPLAB SIM software simulator allows code devel-
opment in a PC-hosted environment by simulating the
PIC series microcontrollers on an instruction level. On
any given instruction, the data areas can be examined
or modified and stimuli can be applied from a file, or
user-defined key press, to any of the pins. The execu-
tion can be performed in single step, execute until
break, or trace mode.

The MPLAB SIM simulator fully supports symbolic debug-
ging using the MPLAB C17 and the MPLAB C18 C com-
pilers and the MPASM assembler. The software simulator
offers the flexibility to develop and debug code outside of
the laboratory environment, making it an excellent multi-
project software development tool.

11.6 MPLAB ICE High Performance 
Universal In-Circuit Emulator with 
MPLAB IDE

The MPLAB ICE universal in-circuit emulator is intended
to provide the product development engineer with a
complete microcontroller design tool set for PIC micro-
controllers (MCUs). Software control of the MPLAB ICE
in-circuit emulator is provided by the MPLAB Integrated
Development Environment (IDE), which allows editing,
building, downloading and source debugging from a
single environment.

The MPLAB ICE 2000 is a full-featured emulator sys-
tem with enhanced trace, trigger and data monitoring
features. Interchangeable processor modules allow the
system to be easily reconfigured for emulation of differ-
ent processors. The universal architecture of the
MPLAB ICE in-circuit emulator allows expansion to
support new PIC microcontrollers.

The MPLAB ICE in-circuit emulator system has been
designed as a real-time emulation system, with
advanced features that are generally found on more
expensive development tools. The PC platform and
Microsoft® Windows environment were chosen to best
make these features available to you, the end user.

11.7 ICEPIC In-Circuit Emulator

The ICEPIC low cost, in-circuit emulator is a solution
for the Microchip Technology PIC16C5X, PIC16C6X,
PIC16C7X and PIC16CXXX families of 8-bit One-
Time-Programmable (OTP) microcontrollers. The mod-
ular system can support different subsets of PIC16C5X
or PIC16CXXX products through the use of inter-
changeable personality modules, or daughter boards.
The emulator is capable of emulating without target
application circuitry being present.
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11.13 PICDEM 3 Low Cost PIC16CXXX 
Demonstration Board

The PICDEM 3 demonstration board is a simple dem-
onstration board that supports the PIC16C923 and
PIC16C924 in the PLCC package. It will also support
future 44-pin PLCC microcontrollers with an LCD Mod-
ule. All the necessary hardware and software is
included to run the basic demonstration programs. The
user can program the sample microcontrollers pro-
vided with the PICDEM 3 demonstration board on a
PRO MATE II device programmer, or a PICSTART Plus
development programmer with an adapter socket, and
easily test firmware. The MPLAB ICE in-circuit emula-
tor may also be used with the PICDEM 3 demonstration
board to test firmware. A prototype area has been pro-
vided to the user for adding hardware and connecting it
to the microcontroller socket(s). Some of the features
include a RS-232 interface, push button switches, a
potentiometer for simulated analog input, a thermistor
and separate headers for connection to an external
LCD module and a keypad. Also provided on the
PICDEM 3 demonstration board is a LCD panel, with 4
commons and 12 segments, that is capable of display-
ing time, temperature and day of the week. The
PICDEM 3 demonstration board provides an additional
RS-232 interface and Windows software for showing
the demultiplexed LCD signals on a PC. A simple serial
interface allows the user to construct a hardware
demultiplexer for the LCD signals. 

11.14 PICDEM 17 Demonstration Board

The PICDEM 17 demonstration board is an evaluation
board that demonstrates the capabilities of several
Microchip microcontrollers, including PIC17C752,
PIC17C756A, PIC17C762 and PIC17C766. All neces-
sary hardware is included to run basic demo programs,
which are supplied on a 3.5-inch disk. A programmed
sample is included and the user may erase it and
program it with the other sample programs using the
PRO MATE II device programmer, or the PICSTART
Plus development programmer, and easily debug and
test the sample code. In addition, the PICDEM 17 dem-
onstration board supports downloading of programs to
and executing out of external FLASH memory on board.
The PICDEM 17 demonstration board is also usable
with the MPLAB ICE in-circuit emulator, or the
PICMASTER emulator and all of the sample programs
can be run and modified using either emulator. Addition-
ally, a generous prototype area is available for user
hardware.

11.15 KEELOQ Evaluation and 
Programming Tools

KEELOQ evaluation and programming tools support
Microchip’s HCS Secure Data Products. The HCS eval-
uation kit includes a LCD display to show changing
codes, a decoder to decode transmissions and a pro-
gramming interface to program test transmitters.
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12.1 DC Characteristics: PIC16C54/55/56/57-RC, XT, 10, HS, LP (Commercial) 

PIC16C54/55/56/57-RC, XT, 10, HS, LP
(Commercial)

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature  0°C  TA  +70°C for commercial

Param
No.

Symbol Characteristic/Device Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

D001 VDD Supply Voltage
PIC16C5X-RC
PIC16C5X-XT
PIC16C5X-10
PIC16C5X-HS
PIC16C5X-LP

3.0
3.0
4.5
4.5
2.5

—
—
—
—
—

6.25
6.25
5.5
5.5

6.25

V
V
V
V
V

D002 VDR RAM Data Retention Voltage(1) 1.5* — V Device in SLEEP Mode

D003 VPOR VDD Start Voltage to ensure 
Power-on Reset

VSS — V See Section 5.1 for details on 
Power-on Reset

D004 SVDD VDD Rise Rate to ensure 
Power-on Reset

0.05* — — V/ms See Section 5.1 for details on 
Power-on Reset

D010 IDD Supply Current(2)

PIC16C5X-RC(3)

PIC16C5X-XT
PIC16C5X-10
PIC16C5X-HS
PIC16C5X-HS
PIC16C5X-LP

—
—
—
—
—
—

1.8
1.8
4.8
4.8
9.0
15

3.3
3.3
10
10
20
32

mA
mA
mA
mA
mA
A

FOSC = 4 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 4 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 10 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 10 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 20 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 32 kHz, VDD = 3.0V, 
WDT disabled

D020 IPD Power-down Current(2) —
—

4.0
0.6

12
9

A
A

VDD = 3.0V, WDT enabled
VDD = 3.0V, WDT disabled

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in “Typ” column is based on characterization results at 25C.This data is for design guidance only and is
not tested.

Note 1: This is the limit to which VDD can be lowered in SLEEP mode without losing RAM data.
2: The supply current is mainly a function of the operating voltage and frequency. Other factors such as bus 

loading, oscillator type, bus rate, internal code execution pattern and temperature also have an impact on 
the current consumption.
a) The test conditions for all IDD measurements in active Operation mode are: OSC1 = external square

wave, from rail-to-rail; all I/O pins tristated, pulled to VSS, T0CKI = VDD, MCLR = VDD; WDT
enabled/disabled as specified. 

b) For standby current measurements, the conditions are the same, except that the device is in SLEEP
mode. The power-down current in SLEEP mode does not depend on the oscillator type. 

3: Does not include current through REXT. The current through the resistor can be estimated by the formula: 
IR = VDD/2REXT (mA) with REXT in k.
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PIC16C5X
1 TOSC External CLKIN Period(1) 250 — — ns XT OSC mode

250 — — ns HS OSC mode (04)

100 — — ns HS OSC mode (10)

50 — — ns HS OSC mode (20)

5.0 — — s LP OSC mode 

Oscillator Period(1) 250 — — ns RC OSC mode 

250 — 10,000 ns XT OSC mode 

250 — 250 ns HS OSC mode (04)

100 — 250 ns HS OSC mode (10)

50 — 250 ns HS OSC mode (20)

5.0 — 200 s LP OSC mode

2 Tcy Instruction Cycle Time(2) — 4/FOSC — —

3 TosL, TosH Clock in (OSC1) Low or High 
Time

50* — — ns XT oscillator

20* — — ns HS oscillator

2.0* — — s LP oscillator

4 TosR, TosF Clock in (OSC1) Rise or Fall 
Time

— — 25* ns XT oscillator

— — 25* ns HS oscillator

— — 50* ns LP oscillator

TABLE 13-1: EXTERNAL CLOCK TIMING REQUIREMENTS - PIC16CR54A

AC Characteristics

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0°C  TA  +70°C  for commercial

–40°C  TA  +85°C for industrial
–40°C  TA  +125°C for extended

Param
 No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is based on characterization results at 25C. This data is for design guid-
ance only and is not tested.

Note 1: All specified values are based on characterization data for that particular oscillator type under standard 
operating conditions with the device executing code. Exceeding these specified limits may result in an 
unstable oscillator operation and/or higher than expected current consumption.
When an external clock input is used, the “max” cycle time limit is “DC” (no clock) for all devices.

2: Instruction cycle period (TCY) equals four times the input oscillator time base period.
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 13-4: RESET, WATCHDOG TIMER, AND DEVICE RESET TIMER TIMING - PIC16CR54A 

TABLE 13-3: RESET, WATCHDOG TIMER, AND DEVICE RESET TIMER - PIC16CR54A 

AC Characteristics

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0C  TA  +70°C for commercial

–40C  TA  +85C for industrial
–40C  TA  +125C for extended

Param 
No. Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

30 TmcL MCLR Pulse Width (low) 1.0* — — s VDD = 5.0V

31 Twdt Watchdog Timer Time-out Period 
(No Prescaler) 

7.0* 18* 40* ms VDD = 5.0V (Comm)

32 TDRT Device Reset Timer Period 7.0* 18* 30* ms VDD = 5.0V (Comm)

34 TioZ I/O Hi-impedance from MCLR Low — — 1.0* s

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is at 5.0V, 25°C unless otherwise stated. These parameters are for design
guidance only and are not tested.

VDD

MCLR

Internal
POR

DRT
Time-out

Internal
RESET

Watchdog
Timer

RESET

32

31

34

I/O pin

32 32

34

(Note 1)

30

Note 1: Please refer to Figure 13.1 for load conditions.
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 14-11: VTH (INPUT THRESHOLD VOLTAGE) OF OSC1 INPUT 
(XT, HS, AND LP MODES) vs. VDD

FIGURE 14-12: TYPICAL IDD VS. FREQUENCY (EXTERNAL CLOCK, 25C)
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 14-13: MAXIMUM IDD VS. FREQUENCY (EXTERNAL CLOCK, –40C TO +85C)

FIGURE 14-14: MAXIMUM IDD vs. FREQUENCY (EXTERNAL CLOCK –55C TO +125C)
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FIGURE 16-16: WDT TIMER TIME-OUT 
PERIOD vs. VDD(1)   

FIGURE 16-17: TRANSCONDUCTANCE 
(gm) OF HS OSCILLATOR 
vs. VDD 
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 16-18: TRANSCONDUCTANCE 
(gm) OF LP OSCILLATOR 
vs. VDD

FIGURE 16-19: TRANSCONDUCTANCE 
(gm) OF XT OSCILLATOR 
vs. VDD
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PIC16C5X
17.4 Timing Parameter Symbology and Load Conditions

The timing parameter symbols have been created with one of the following formats:

    

1. TppS2ppS

2. TppS

T

F Frequency T Time

Lowercase letters (pp) and their meanings:

pp

2 to mc MCLR

ck CLKOUT osc oscillator

cy cycle time os OSC1

drt device reset timer t0 T0CKI

io I/O port wdt watchdog timer

Uppercase letters and their meanings:

S

F Fall P Period

H High R Rise

I Invalid (Hi-impedance) V Valid

L Low Z Hi-impedance

FIGURE 17-5: LOAD CONDITIONS FOR DEVICE TIMING SPECIFICATIONS -
PIC16C54C/CR54C/C55A/C56A/CR56A/C57C/CR57C/C58B/CR58B-04, 20

CL = 50 pF for all pins and OSC2 for RC mode

0 -15 pF for OSC2 in XT, HS or LP modes when 
external clock is used to drive OSC1

CL

VSS

Pin
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 18-4: TYPICAL RC OSCILLATOR FREQUENCY vs. VDD, CEXT = 300 PF, 25C 

FIGURE 18-5: TYPICAL IPD vs. VDD, WATCHDOG DISABLED (25C) 

VDD (Volts)

F
O

S
C

 (
kH

z)

2.5 3.0 3.5 4.5 5.54.0 5.0 6.0

R=100K

R=10K

R=5K

R=3.3K

600

500

400

200

0

300

100

700

Typical:  statistical mean @ 25°C
Maximum:  mean + 3s (-40°C to 125°C) 
Minimum:   mean – 3s (-40°C to 125°C)

VDD (Volts)

IP
D

 (
uA

)

25

20

15

5

0

10

2.5 3.0 3.5 4.5 5.54.0 5.0 6.0

Typical:  statistical mean @ 25°C
Maximum:  mean + 3s (-40°C to 125°C) 
Minimum:   mean – 3s (-40°C to 125°C)
 1997-2013 Microchip Technology Inc. Preliminary DS30453E-page 147



PIC16C5X
FIGURE 20-7: WDT TIMER TIME-OUT 
PERIOD vs. VDD(1) 

TABLE 20-1: INPUT CAPACITANCE 

FIGURE 20-8: IOH vs. VOH, VDD = 5 V

Pin
Typical Capacitance (pF)

18L PDIP 18L SOIC

RA port 5.0 4.3

RB port 5.0 4.3

MCLR 17.0 17.0

OSC1 4.0 3.5

OSC2/CLKOUT 4.3 3.5

T0CKI 3.2 2.8

All capacitance values are typical at 25C. A part-to-part 
variation of ±25% (three standard deviations) should be 
taken into account.
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PIC16C5X
28-Lead Plastic Dual In-line (P) – 600 mil (PDIP)

1510515105Mold Draft Angle Bottom

1510515105Mold Draft Angle Top

17.2716.5115.75.680.650.620eBOverall Row Spacing §

0.560.460.36.022.018.014BLower Lead Width

1.781.270.76.070.050.030B1Upper Lead Width

0.380.290.20.015.012.008cLead Thickness

3.433.303.05.135.130.120LTip to Seating Plane

37.2136.3235.431.4651.4301.395DOverall Length

14.2213.8412.83.560.545.505E1Molded Package Width

15.8815.2415.11.625.600.595EShoulder to Shoulder Width

0.38.015A1Base to Seating Plane

4.063.813.56.160.150.140A2Molded Package Thickness

4.834.454.06.190.175.160ATop to Seating Plane

2.54.100pPitch

2828nNumber of Pins

MAXNOMMINMAXNOMMINDimension Limits

MILLIMETERSINCHES*Units

2

1

D

n

E1

c



eB

E



p

L

A2

B
A1

A

B1

* Controlling Parameter

Notes:
Dimensions D and E1 do not include mold flash or protrusions. Mold flash or protrusions shall not exceed 
.010” (0.254mm) per side.
JEDEC Equivalent:  MO-011
Drawing No. C04-079

§ Significant Characteristic

Note: For the most current package drawings, please see the Microchip Packaging Specification located
at http://www.microchip.com/packaging
 1997-2013 Microchip Technology Inc. Preliminary DS30453E-page 175



PIC16C5X
18-Lead Plastic Small Outline (SO) – Wide, 300 mil (SOIC)

Foot Angle  0 4 8 0 4 8

1512015120Mold Draft Angle Bottom

1512015120Mold Draft Angle Top

0.510.420.36.020.017.014BLead Width

0.300.270.23.012.011.009cLead Thickness

1.270.840.41.050.033.016LFoot Length

0.740.500.25.029.020.010hChamfer Distance

11.7311.5311.33.462.454.446DOverall Length

7.597.497.39.299.295.291E1Molded Package Width

10.6710.3410.01.420.407.394EOverall Width

0.300.200.10.012.008.004A1Standoff §

2.392.312.24.094.091.088A2Molded Package Thickness

2.642.502.36.104.099.093AOverall Height

1.27.050pPitch

1818nNumber of Pins

MAXNOMMINMAXNOMMINDimension Limits

MILLIMETERSINCHES*Units

L

c



h

45

1

2

D

p

nB

E1

E



A2

A1

A

* Controlling Parameter

Notes:
Dimensions D and E1 do not include mold flash or protrusions. Mold flash or protrusions shall not exceed 
.010” (0.254mm) per side.
JEDEC Equivalent:  MS-013
Drawing No. C04-051

§ Significant Characteristic

Note: For the most current package drawings, please see the Microchip Packaging Specification located
at http://www.microchip.com/packaging
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