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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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PIC16C5X
3.0 ARCHITECTURAL OVERVIEW  

The high performance of the PIC16C5X family can be
attributed to a number of architectural features com-
monly found in RISC microprocessors. To begin with,
the PIC16C5X uses a Harvard architecture in which
program and data are accessed on separate buses.
This improves bandwidth over traditional von Neumann
architecture where program and data are fetched on
the same bus. Separating program and data memory
further allows instructions to be sized differently than
the 8-bit wide data word. Instruction opcodes are 12
bits wide making it possible to have all single word
instructions. A 12-bit wide program memory access
bus fetches a 12-bit instruction in a single cycle. A two-
stage pipeline overlaps fetch and execution of instruc-
tions. Consequently, all instructions (33) execute in a
single cycle except for program branches. 

The PIC16C54/CR54 and PIC16C55 address 512 x 12
of program memory, the PIC16C56/CR56 address
1K x 12 of program memory, and the PIC16C57/CR57
and PIC16C58/CR58 address 2K x 12 of program
memory. All program memory is internal.

The PIC16C5X can directly or indirectly address its
register files and data memory. All special function reg-
isters including the program counter are mapped in the
data memory. The PIC16C5X has a highly orthogonal
(symmetrical) instruction set that makes it possible to
carry out any operation on any register using any
addressing mode. This symmetrical nature and lack of
‘special optimal situations’ make programming with the
PIC16C5X simple yet efficient. In addition, the learning
curve is reduced significantly.

The PIC16C5X device contains an 8-bit ALU and work-
ing register. The ALU is a general purpose arithmetic
unit. It performs arithmetic and Boolean functions
between data in the working register and any register
file.

The ALU is 8 bits wide and capable of addition, subtrac-
tion, shift and logical operations. Unless otherwise
mentioned, arithmetic operations are two's comple-
ment in nature. In two-operand instructions, typically
one operand is the W (working) register. The other
operand is either a file register or an immediate con-
stant. In single operand instructions, the operand is
either the W register or a file register.

The W register is an 8-bit working register used for ALU
operations. It is not an addressable register.

Depending on the instruction executed, the ALU may
affect the values of the Carry (C), Digit Carry (DC), and
Zero (Z) bits in the STATUS register. The C and DC bits
operate as a borrow and digit borrow out bit, respec-
tively, in subtraction. See the SUBWF and ADDWF
instructions for examples.

A simplified block diagram is shown in Figure 3-1, with
the corresponding device pins described in Table 3-1
(for PIC16C54/56/58) and Table 3-2 (for PIC16C55/
57).
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PIC16C5X
TABLE 3-1: PINOUT DESCRIPTION - PIC16C54, PIC16CR54, PIC16C56, PIC16CR56, PIC16C58, 
PIC16CR58   

Pin Name
Pin Number Pin Buffer 

Description
DIP SOIC SSOP Type Type

RA0 
RA1
RA2
RA3

17
18
1
2

17
18
1
2

19
20
1
2

I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O

TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL

Bi-directional I/O port

RB0
RB1
RB2
RB3
RB4
RB5
RB6
RB7

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14

I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O
I/O

TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL
TTL

Bi-directional I/O port

T0CKI 3 3 3 I ST Clock input to Timer0. Must be tied to VSS or VDD, if not in 
use, to reduce current consumption.

MCLR/VPP 4 4 4 I ST Master clear (RESET) input/programming voltage input. 
This pin is an active low RESET to the device. Voltage on 
the MCLR/VPP pin must not exceed VDD to avoid unin-
tended entering of Programming mode.

OSC1/CLKIN 16 16 18 I ST Oscillator crystal input/external clock source input.

OSC2/CLKOUT 15 15 17 O — Oscillator crystal output. Connects to crystal or resonator 
in crystal Oscillator mode. In RC mode, OSC2 pin outputs 
CLKOUT, which has 1/4 the frequency of OSC1 and 
denotes the instruction cycle rate.

VDD 14 14 15,16 P — Positive supply for logic and I/O pins.

VSS 5 5 5,6 P — Ground reference for logic and I/O pins.

Legend: I = input, O = output, I/O = input/output, P = power, — = Not Used, TTL = TTL input, ST = Schmitt Trigger 
input
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 5-3: TIME-OUT SEQUENCE ON POWER-UP (MCLR NOT TIED TO VDD) 

FIGURE 5-4: TIME-OUT SEQUENCE ON POWER-UP (MCLR TIED TO VDD): FAST VDD RISE 
TIME 

FIGURE 5-5: TIME-OUT SEQUENCE ON POWER-UP (MCLR TIED TO VDD): SLOW VDD RISE 
TIME   

VDD

MCLR

INTERNAL POR

DRT TIME-OUT

INTERNAL RESET

TDRT

VDD

MCLR

INTERNAL POR

DRT TIME-OUT

INTERNAL RESET

TDRT

VDD

MCLR

INTERNAL POR

DRT TIME-OUT

INTERNAL RESET

V1

When VDD rises slowly, the TDRT time-out expires long before VDD has reached its final value. In
this example, the chip will RESET properly if, and only if, V1  VDD min

TDRT
DS30453E-page 22 Preliminary  1997-2013 Microchip Technology Inc.



PIC16C5X
FIGURE 6-5: PIC16C57/CR57 REGISTER FILE MAP 

FIGURE 6-6: PIC16C58/CR58 REGISTER FILE MAP 

File Address

00h

01h

02h

03h

04h

05h

06h

07h

1Fh

INDF(1)

TMR0

PCL

STATUS

FSR

PORTA

PORTB

0Fh
10h

Bank 0 Bank 1 Bank 2 Bank 3

3Fh

30h

20h

2Fh

5Fh

50h

40h

4Fh

7Fh

70h

60h

6Fh

 
General 
Purpose 
Registers

General 
Purpose 
Registers

General 
Purpose 
Registers

General 
Purpose 
Registers

General 
Purpose 
Registers

PORTC

08h

Addresses map back to
addresses in Bank 0.

Note 1: Not a physical register. See Section 6.7.

FSR<6:5> 00 01 10 11

File Address

00h

01h

02h

03h

04h

05h

06h

07h

1Fh

INDF(1)

TMR0

PCL

STATUS

FSR

PORTA

PORTB

0Fh
10h

Bank 0 Bank 1 Bank 2 Bank 3

3Fh

30h

20h

2Fh

5Fh

50h

40h

4Fh

7Fh

70h

60h

6Fh

 General 
Purpose 
Registers

General 
Purpose 
Registers

General 
Purpose 
Registers

General 
Purpose 
Registers

General 
Purpose 
Registers

Addresses map back to
addresses in Bank 0.

Note 1: Not a physical register. See Section 6.7.

FSR<6:5> 00 01 10 11
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PIC16C5X
8.0 TIMER0 MODULE AND TMR0 
REGISTER

The Timer0 module has the following features:

• 8-bit timer/counter register, TMR0

- Readable and writable

• 8-bit software programmable prescaler

• Internal or external clock select

- Edge select for external clock

Figure 8-1 is a simplified block diagram of the Timer0
module, while Figure 8-2 shows the electrical structure
of the Timer0 input.

Timer mode is selected by clearing the T0CS bit
(OPTION<5>). In Timer mode, the Timer0 module will
increment every instruction cycle (without prescaler). If
TMR0 register is written, the increment is inhibited for
the following two cycles (Figure 8-3 and Figure 8-4).
The user can work around this by writing an adjusted
value to the TMR0 register.

Counter mode is selected by setting the T0CS bit
(OPTION<5>). In this mode, Timer0 will increment
either on every rising or falling edge of pin T0CKI. The
incrementing edge is determined by the source edge
select bit T0SE (OPTION<4>). Clearing the T0SE bit
selects the rising edge. Restrictions on the external
clock input are discussed in detail in Section 8.1.

The prescaler assignment is controlled in software by
the control bit PSA (OPTION<3>). Clearing the PSA bit
will assign the prescaler to Timer0. The prescaler is not
readable or writable. When the prescaler is assigned to
the Timer0 module, prescale values of 1:2, 1:4,...,
1:256 are selectable. Section 8.2 details the operation
of the prescaler.

A summary of registers associated with the Timer0
module is found in Table 8-1.

FIGURE 8-1: TIMER0 BLOCK DIAGRAM 

FIGURE 8-2: ELECTRICAL STRUCTURE OF T0CKI PIN 

Note: The prescaler may be used by either the
Timer0 module or the Watchdog Timer, but
not both.

Note 1: Bits T0CS, T0SE, PSA, PS2, PS1 and PS0 are located in the OPTION register 
(Section 6.4).

2: The prescaler is shared with the Watchdog Timer (Figure 8-6).

T0CKI

T0SE(1)

0

1

1

0
pin

T0CS(1)

FOSC/4

Programmable
Prescaler(2)

Sync with
Internal
Clocks

TMR0 reg

PSout

(2 cycle delay)

PSout

Data Bus

8

PSA(1)PS2, PS1, PS0(1)

3

Sync

VSSVSS

RIN

Schmitt Trigger
N Input Buffer

T0CKI
pin

Note 1: ESD protection circuits.

(1)
(1)
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PIC16C5X
9.1 Configuration Bits

Configuration bits can be programmed to select various
device configurations. Two bits are for the selection of
the oscillator type and one bit is the Watchdog Timer
enable bit. Nine bits are code protection bits for the
PIC16C54A, PIC16CR54A, PIC16C54C,
PIC16CR54C, PIC16C55A, PIC16C56A,
PIC16CR56A, PIC16C57C, PIC16CR57C,

PIC16C58B, and PIC16CR58B devices (Register 9-1).
One bit is for code protection for the PIC16C54,
PIC16C55, PIC16C56 and PIC16C57 devices
(Register 9-2).

QTP or ROM devices have the oscillator configuration
programmed at the factory and these parts are tested
accordingly (see "Product Identification System" dia-
grams in the back of this data sheet).

REGISTER 9-1: CONFIGURATION WORD FOR PIC16C54A/CR54A/C54C/CR54C/C55A/C56A/
CR56A/C57C/CR57C/C58B/CR58B       

CP CP CP CP CP CP CP CP CP WDTE FOSC1 FOSC0

bit 11 bit 0

bit 11-3: CP: Code Protection Bit

1 = Code protection off
0 = Code protection on

bit 2: WDTE: Watchdog timer enable bit

1 = WDT enabled
0 = WDT disabled

bit 1-0: FOSC1:FOSC0: Oscillator Selection Bit

00 = LP oscillator
01 = XT oscillator
10 = HS oscillator
11 = RC oscillator

Note 1: Refer to the PIC16C5X Programming Specification (Literature Number DS30190) to determine how to 
access the configuration word.

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

-n = Value at POR 1 = bit is set 0 = bit is cleared x = bit is unknown
DS30453E-page 44 Preliminary  1997-2013 Microchip Technology Inc.



PIC16C5X
9.2 Watchdog Timer (WDT)

The Watchdog Timer (WDT) is a free running on-chip
RC oscillator which does not require any external com-
ponents. This RC oscillator is separate from the RC
oscillator of the OSC1/CLKIN pin. That means that the
WDT will run even if the clock on the OSC1/CLKIN and
OSC2/CLKOUT pins have been stopped, for example,
by execution of a SLEEP instruction. During normal
operation or SLEEP, a WDT Reset or Wake-up Reset
generates a device RESET. 

The TO bit (STATUS<4>) will be cleared upon a Watch-
dog Timer Reset (Section 6.3).

The WDT can be permanently disabled by program-
ming the configuration bit WDTE as a '0' (Section 9.1).
Refer to the PIC16C5X Programming Specifications
(Literature Number DS30190) to determine how to
access the configuration word.

9.2.1 WDT PERIOD

An 8-bit counter is available as a prescaler for the
Timer0 module (Section 8.2), or as a postscaler for the
Watchdog Timer (WDT), respectively. For simplicity,
this counter is being referred to as “prescaler” through-
out this data sheet. Note that the prescaler may be
used by either the Timer0 module or the WDT, but not

both. Thus, a prescaler assignment for the Timer0
module means that there is no prescaler for the WDT,
and vice-versa.

The PSA and PS<2:0> bits (OPTION<3:0>) determine
prescaler assignment and prescale ratio (Section 6.4).

The WDT has a nominal time-out period of 18 ms (with
no prescaler). If a longer time-out period is desired, a
prescaler with a division ratio of up to 1:128 can be
assigned to the WDT (under software control) by writ-
ing to the OPTION register. Thus, time-out a period of
a nominal 2.3 seconds can be realized. These periods
vary with temperature, VDD and part-to-part process
variations (see Device Characterization).

Under worst case conditions (VDD = Min., Temperature
= Max., WDT prescaler = 1:128), it may take several
seconds before a WDT time-out occurs.

9.2.2 WDT PROGRAMMING 
CONSIDERATIONS

The CLRWDT instruction clears the WDT and the pres-
caler, if assigned to the WDT, and prevents it from tim-
ing out and generating a device RESET. 

The SLEEP instruction RESETS the WDT and the pres-
caler, if assigned to the WDT. This gives the maximum
SLEEP time before a WDT Wake-up Reset. 

FIGURE 9-1: WATCHDOG TIMER BLOCK DIAGRAM 

TABLE 9-1: SUMMARY OF REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH THE WATCHDOG TIMER

Address Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Value on 

Power-On 
Reset

Value on 
MCLR and 
WDT Reset

N/A OPTION — — Tosc Tose PSA PS2 PS1 PS0 --11 1111 --11 1111

Legend: u = unchanged, - = unimplemented, read as '0'. Shaded cells not used by Watchdog Timer.

10

1

0

From TMR0 Clock Source

To TMR0

WDT Enable

EPROM Bit

PSA

WDT 

Time-out

PS2:PS0

PSAMUX

8 - to - 1 MUX

M

U

X

Watchdog

Timer

Note: T0CS, T0SE, PSA, PS2:PS0 are bits in the
OPTION register.

Prescaler
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PIC16C5X
ADDWF Add W  and f

Syntax: [ label ] ADDWF     f,d

Operands: 0  f  31
d 

Operation: (W) + (f)  (dest)

Status Affected: C, DC, Z

Encoding: 0001 11df ffff

Description: Add the contents of the W register 
and register 'f'. If 'd' is 0 the result 
is stored in the W register. If 'd' is 
'1' the result is stored back in
 register 'f'.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example: ADDWF TEMP_REG, 0

Before Instruction
W  = 0x17
TEMP_REG  = 0xC2

After Instruction
W = 0xD9
TEMP_REG  = 0xC2

ANDLW AND literal with W

Syntax: [ label ]  ANDLW     k

Operands: 0  k  255

Operation: (W).AND. (k)  (W)

Status Affected: Z

Encoding: 1110 kkkk kkkk

Description: The contents of the W register are 
AND’ed with the eight-bit literal 'k'. 
The result is placed in the W regis-
ter.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example: ANDLW H'5F'

Before Instruction
W = 0xA3

After Instruction
W = 0x03

ANDWF AND  W with f

Syntax: [ label ]  ANDWF     f,d

Operands: 0  f  31
d 

Operation: (W) .AND. (f)  (dest)

Status Affected: Z

Encoding: 0001 01df ffff

Description: The contents of the W register are 
AND’ed with register 'f'. If 'd' is 0 
the result is stored in the W regis-
ter. If 'd' is '1' the result is stored 
back in register 'f'.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example: ANDWF TEMP_REG, 1

Before Instruction
W = 0x17
TEMP_REG = 0xC2

After Instruction
W  = 0x17
TEMP_REG  = 0x02

BCF Bit Clear f

Syntax: [ label ]  BCF     f,b

Operands: 0  f  31
0  b  7

Operation: 0  (f<b>)

Status Affected: None

Encoding: 0100 bbbf ffff

Description: Bit 'b' in register 'f' is cleared.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example: BCF FLAG_REG,  7

Before Instruction
FLAG_REG = 0xC7

After Instruction
FLAG_REG = 0x47
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PIC16C5X
MOVWF Move W to f

Syntax: [ label ]    MOVWF     f

Operands: 0  f  31

Operation: (W)  (f)

Status Affected: None

Encoding: 0000 001f ffff

Description: Move data from the W register to 
register 'f'.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example: MOVWF TEMP_REG

Before Instruction
TEMP_REG = 0xFF
W = 0x4F

After Instruction
TEMP_REG = 0x4F
W = 0x4F

NOP No Operation

Syntax: [ label ]    NOP

Operands: None

Operation: No operation

Status Affected: None

Encoding: 0000 0000 0000

Description: No operation.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example: NOP

OPTION Load OPTION Register

Syntax: [ label ]    OPTION

Operands: None

Operation: (W)  OPTION

Status Affected: None

Encoding: 0000 0000 0010

Description: The content of the W register is 
loaded into the OPTION register.

Words: 1

Cycles: 1

Example OPTION

Before Instruction
W = 0x07

After Instruction
OPTION = 0x07

RETLW Return with Literal in W

Syntax: [ label ]    RETLW   k

Operands: 0  k  255

Operation: k  (W);
TOS  PC

Status Affected: None

Encoding: 1000 kkkk kkkk

Description: The W register is loaded with the 
eight bit literal 'k'. The program 
counter is loaded from the top of 
the stack (the return address). This 
is a two-cycle instruction.

Words: 1

Cycles: 2

Example:

TABLE

CALL TABLE ;W contains
          ;table offset
          ;value.
•         ;W now has table
•         ;value.
•
ADDWF PC  ;W = offset
RETLW k1  ;Begin table
RETLW k2  ;
•
•
•
RETLW kn  ; End of table

Before Instruction
W = 0x07

After Instruction
W = value of k8
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PIC16C5X
13.2 DC Characteristics:PIC16CR54A-04E, 10E, 20E (Extended)   

PIC16CR54A-04E, 10E, 20E
(Extended)

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature –40°C  TA  +125°C for extended

Param
No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

D001 VDD Supply Voltage
RC, XT and LP modes
HS mode

3.25
4.5

—
—

6.0
5.5

V
V

D002 VDR RAM Data Retention Voltage(1) — 1.5* — V Device in SLEEP mode

D003 VPOR VDD Start Voltage to ensure 
Power-on Reset

— VSS — V See Section 5.1 for details on 
Power-on Reset

D004 SVDD VDD Rise Rate to ensure Power-
on Reset

0.05* — — V/ms See Section 5.1 for details on 
Power-on Reset

D010 IDD Supply Current(2)

RC(3) and XT modes
HS mode
HS mode

—
—
—

1.8
4.8
9.0

3.3
10
20

mA
mA
mA

FOSC = 4.0 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 10 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 16 MHz, VDD = 5.5V

D020 IPD Power-down Current(2) —
—

5.0
0.8

22
18

A
A

VDD = 3.25V, WDT enabled
VDD = 3.25V, WDT disabled

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is based on characterization results at 25C. This data is for design
guidance only and is not tested.

Note 1: This is the limit to which VDD can be lowered in SLEEP mode without losing RAM data.
2: The supply current is mainly a function of the operating voltage and frequency. Other factors such as bus 

loading, oscillator type, bus rate, internal code execution pattern and temperature also have an impact on 
the current consumption.

a) The test conditions for all IDD measurements in active Operation mode are: OSC1 = external square
wave, from rail-to-rail; all I/O pins tristated, pulled to VSS, T0CKI = VDD, MCLR = VDD; WDT enabled/
disabled as specified. 

b) For standby current measurements, the conditions are the same, except that the device is in SLEEP
mode.The power-down current in SLEEP mode does not depend on the oscillator type.

3: Does not include current through REXT. The current through the resistor can be estimated by the 
formula: IR = VDD/2REXT (mA) with REXT in k.
DS30453E-page 82 Preliminary  1997-2013 Microchip Technology Inc.



PIC16C5X
 

15.2 DC Characteristics: PIC16C54A-04E, 10E, 20E (Extended) 
PIC16LC54A-04E (Extended)

PIC16LC54A-04E
(Extended)

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature –40°C  TA  +125C for extended

PIC16C54A-04E, 10E, 20E
(Extended)

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature –40°C  TA  +125C for extended

Param
No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

VDD Supply Voltage

D001 PIC16LC54A 3.0
2.5

—
—

6.25
6.25

V
V

XT and RC modes
LP mode

D001A PIC16C54A 3.5
4.5

—
—

5.5
5.5

V
V

RC and XT modes
HS mode

D002 VDR RAM Data Retention Voltage(1) — 1.5* — V Device in SLEEP mode

D003 VPOR VDD Start Voltage to ensure 
Power-on Reset

— Vss — V See Section 5.1 for details on 
Power-on Reset

D004 SVDD VDD Rise Rate to ensure 
Power-on Reset

0.05* — — V/ms See Section 5.1 for details on 
Power-on Reset

IDD Supply Current(2)

D010 PIC16LC54A —

—

—

—

0.5

11

11

11

25

27

35

37

mA

A

A

A

FOSC = 4.0 MHz, VDD = 5.5V,
RC(3) and XT modes
FOSC = 32 kHz, VDD = 2.5V,
LP mode, Commercial
FOSC = 32 kHz, VDD = 2.5V,
LP mode, Industrial
FOSC = 32 kHz, VDD = 2.5V,
LP mode, Extended

D010A PIC16C54A —

—

—

1.8

4.8

9.0

3.3

10

20

mA

mA

mA

FOSC = 4.0 MHz, VDD = 5.5V,
RC(3) and XT modes
FOSC = 10 MHz, VDD = 5.5V,
HS mode
FOSC = 20 MHz, VDD = 5.5V,
HS mode

Legend: Rows with standard voltage device data only are shaded for improved readability.

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is based on characterization results at 25C. This data is for design guid-
ance only and is not tested.

Note 1: This is the limit to which VDD can be lowered in SLEEP mode without losing RAM data.
2: The supply current is mainly a function of the operating voltage and frequency. Other factors such as bus 

loading, oscillator type, bus rate, internal code execution pattern and temperature also have an impact on 
the current consumption.

a) The test conditions for all IDD measurements in active Operation mode are: OSC1 = external square
wave, from rail-to-rail; all I/O pins tristated, pulled to VSS, T0CKI = VDD, MCLR = VDD; WDT enabled/
disabled as specified. 

b) For standby current measurements, the conditions are the same, except that the device is in SLEEP
mode. The power-down current in SLEEP mode does not depend on the oscillator type. 

3: Does not include current through REXT. The current through the resistor can be estimated by the formula: 
IR = VDD/2REXT (mA) with REXT in k.
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 16-10: TYPICAL IDD vs. FREQUENCY (WDT DISABLED, RC MODE @ 20 PF, 25C)

FIGURE 16-11: MAXIMUM IDD vs. FREQUENCY 
(WDT DISABLED, RC MODE @ 20 PF, –40C to +85C)
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 16-12: TYPICAL IDD vs. FREQUENCY (WDT DISABLED, RC MODE @ 100 PF, 25C)

FIGURE 16-13: MAXIMUM IDD vs. FREQUENCY 
(WDT DISABLED, RC MODE @ 100 PF, –40C to +85C)
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PIC16C5X
NOTES:
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PIC16C5X
IPD Power-down Current(2)

D020 PIC16LC5X —
—
—
—

0.25
0.25

1
1.25

2
3
5
8

A
A
A
A

VDD = 2.5V, WDT disabled, Commercial
VDD = 2.5V, WDT disabled, Industrial
VDD = 2.5V, WDT enabled, Commercial
VDD = 2.5V, WDT enabled, Industrial

D020A PIC16C5X —
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

0.25
0.25
1.8
2.0
4
4

9.8
12

4.0
5.0
7.0*
8.0*
12*
14*
27*
30*

A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

VDD = 3.0V, WDT disabled, Commercial
VDD = 3.0V, WDT disabled, Industrial
VDD = 5.5V, WDT disabled, Commercial
VDD = 5.5V, WDT disabled, Industrial
VDD = 3.0V, WDT enabled, Commercial
VDD = 3.0V, WDT enabled, Industrial
VDD = 5.5V, WDT enabled, Commercial
VDD = 5.5V, WDT enabled, Industrial

17.1  DC Characteristics:PIC16C54C/C55A/C56A/C57C/C58B-04, 20 (Commercial, Industrial) 
PIC16LC54C/LC55A/LC56A/LC57C/LC58B-04 (Commercial, Industrial) 
PIC16CR54C/CR56A/CR57C/CR58B-04, 20 (Commercial, Industrial)
PIC16LCR54C/LCR56A/LCR57C/LCR58B-04 (Commercial, Industrial)

PIC16LC5X
PIC16LCR5X

(Commercial, Industrial)

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0C  TA  +70C for commercial

–40C  TA  +85C for industrial

PIC16C5X
PIC16CR5X

(Commercial, Industrial)

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0C  TA  +70C for commercial

–40C  TA  +85C for industrial

Param
No.

Symbol Characteristic/Device Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

Legend: Rows with standard voltage device data only are shaded for improved readability.

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in “Typ” column is at 5V, 25C, unless otherwise stated. These parameters are for design guidance only, and
are not tested.

Note 1: This is the limit to which VDD can be lowered in SLEEP mode without losing RAM data.
2: The supply current is mainly a function of the operating voltage and frequency. Other factors such as bus loading, 

oscillator type, bus rate, internal code execution pattern and temperature also have an impact on the current con-
sumption.
a) The test conditions for all IDD measurements in active Operation mode are: OSC1 = external square wave,

from rail-to-rail; all I/O pins tristated, pulled to VSS, T0CKI = VDD, MCLR = VDD; WDT enabled/disabled
as specified. 

b) For standby current measurements, the conditions are the same, except that the device is in SLEEP mode.
The power-down current in SLEEP mode does not depend on the oscillator type. 

3: Does not include current through REXT. The current through the resistor can be estimated by the formula: 
IR = VDD/2REXT (mA) with REXT in k.
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PIC16C5X
17.2 DC Characteristics: PIC16C54C/C55A/C56A/C57C/C58B-04E, 20E (Extended)
PIC16CR54C/CR56A/CR57C/CR58B-04E, 20E (Extended)  

PIC16C54C/C55A/C56A/C57C/C58B-04E, 20E
PIC16CR54C/CR56A/CR57C/CR58B-04E, 20E

(Extended)

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature –40C  TA  +125C for extended

Param
No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

D001 VDD Supply Voltage
3.0
4.5

—
—

5.5
5.5

V
V

RC, XT, LP, and HS mode
from 0 - 10 MHz
from 10 - 20 MHz

D002 VDR RAM Data Retention Voltage(1) — 1.5* — V Device in SLEEP mode

D003 VPOR VDD start voltage to ensure 
Power-on Reset

— Vss — V See Section 5.1 for details on 
Power-on Reset

D004 SVDD VDD rise rate to ensure 
Power-on Reset

0.05* — — V/ms See Section 5.1 for details on 
Power-on Reset

D010 IDD Supply Current(2)

XT and RC(3) modes
HS mode

—
—

1.8
9.0

3.3
20

mA
mA

FOSC = 4.0 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 20 MHz, VDD = 5.5V

D020 IPD Power-down Current(2) —
—
—
—
—
—

0.3
10
12
4.8
18
26

17
50*
60*
31*
68*
90*

A
A
A
A
A
A

VDD = 3.0V, WDT disabled
VDD = 4.5V, WDT disabled
VDD = 5.5V, WDT disabled
VDD = 3.0V, WDT enabled
VDD = 4.5V, WDT enabled
VDD = 5.5V, WDT enabled

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in “Typ” column is at 5V, 25C, unless otherwise stated. These parameters are for design guidance only,
and are not tested.

Note 1: This is the limit to which VDD can be lowered in SLEEP mode without losing RAM data.
2: The supply current is mainly a function of the operating voltage and frequency. Other factors such as bus 

loading, oscillator type, bus rate, internal code execution pattern, and temperature also have an impact on 
the current consumption.

a) The test conditions for all IDD measurements in active Operation mode are: OSC1 = external square
wave, from rail-to-rail; all I/O pins tristated, pulled to VSS, T0CKI = VDD, MCLR = VDD; WDT enabled/
disabled as specified. 

b) For standby current measurements, the conditions are the same, except that the device is in SLEEP
mode. The power-down current in SLEEP mode does not depend on the oscillator type.

3: Does not include current through REXT. The current through the resistor can be estimated by the formula: 
IR = VDD/2REXT (mA) with REXT in k.
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PIC16C5X
17.5 Timing Diagrams and Specifications

FIGURE 17-6: EXTERNAL CLOCK TIMING - PIC16C5X, PIC16CR5X      

TABLE 17-1: EXTERNAL CLOCK TIMING REQUIREMENTS - PIC16C5X, PIC16CR5X 

AC Characteristics

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0C  TA  +70C for commercial

–40C  TA  +85C for industrial
–40C  TA  +125C for extended

Param
 No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

FOSC External CLKIN Frequency(1) DC — 4.0 MHz XT OSC mode

DC — 4.0 MHz HS OSC mode (04)

DC — 20 MHz HS OSC mode (20)

DC — 200 kHz LP OSC mode 

Oscillator Frequency(1) DC — 4.0 MHz RC OSC mode 

0.45 — 4.0 MHz XT OSC mode 

4.0 — 4.0 MHz HS OSC mode (04)

4.0 — 20 MHz HS OSC mode (20)

5.0 — 200 kHz LP OSC mode

1 TOSC External CLKIN Period(1) 250 — — ns XT OSC mode

250 — — ns HS OSC mode (04)

50 — — ns HS OSC mode (20)

5.0 — — s LP OSC mode 

Oscillator Period(1) 250 — — ns RC OSC mode 

250 — 2,200 ns XT OSC mode 

250 — 250 ns HS OSC mode (04)

50 — 250 ns HS OSC mode (20)

5.0 — 200 s LP OSC mode

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is at 5V, 25°C unless otherwise stated. These parameters are for design
guidance only and are not tested.

Note 1: All specified values are based on characterization data for that particular oscillator type under standard oper-
ating conditions with the device executing code. Exceeding these specified limits may result in an unstable 
oscillator operation and/or higher than expected current consumption.
When an external clock input is used, the “max” cycle time limit is “DC” (no clock) for all devices.

2: Instruction cycle period (TCY) equals four times the input oscillator time base period.

OSC1

CLKOUT

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1

1 3 3
4 4

2
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 18-12: TYPICAL IDD vs. FREQUENCY (WDT DISABLED, RC MODE @ 100 PF, 25C)

FIGURE 18-13: TYPICAL IDD vs. FREQUENCY (WDT DISABLED, RC MODE @ 300 PF, 25C)
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PIC16C5X
19.2 DC Characteristics: PIC16C54C/C55A/C56A/C57C/C58B-40 (Commercial)(1)

DC CHARACTERISTICS Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0°C  TA  +70C for commercial

Param
No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

D030 VIL Input Low Voltage
I/O Ports
MCLR (Schmitt Trigger)
T0CKI (Schmitt Trigger)
OSC1

VSS

VSS

VSS

VSS

—
—
—
—

0.8
0.15 VDD

0.15 VDD

0.2 VDD

V
V
V
V

4.5V <VDD  5.5V

HS, 20 MHz  FOSC 40 MHz

D040 VIH Input High Voltage
I/O ports
MCLR (Schmitt Trigger)
T0CKI (Schmitt Trigger)
OSC1

2.0
0.85 VDD

0.85 VDD

0.8 VDD

—
—
—
—

VDD

VDD

VDD

VDD

V
V
V
V

4.5V < VDD 5.5V

HS, 20 MHz FOSC 40 MHz

D050 VHYS Hysteresis of Schmitt 
Trigger inputs

0.15 VDD* — — V

D060 IIL Input Leakage Current(2,3)

I/O ports

MCLR
MCLR
T0CKI
OSC1 

-1.0

-5.0
—

-3.0
-3.0

0.5

—
0.5
0.5
0.5

+1.0

+5.0
+3.0
+3.0
—

A

A
A
A
A

For VDD 5.5V:
VSS   VPIN  VDD,

pin at hi-impedance
VPIN = VSS +0.25V
VPIN = VDD

VSS  VPIN VDD

VSS  VPIN  VDD, HS

D080 VOL Output Low Voltage
I/O ports — — 0.6 V IOL = 8.7 mA, VDD = 4.5V 

D090 VOH Output High Voltage(3)

I/O ports VDD - 0.7 — — V IOH = -5.4 mA, VDD = 4.5V 

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is based on characterization results at 25C. This data is for design guidance
only and is not tested.

Note 1: Device operation between 20 MHz to 40 MHz requires the following: VDD between 4.5V to 5.5V, OSC1 pin 
externally driven, OSC2 pin not connected and HS oscillator mode and commercial temperatures. For opera-
tion between DC and 20 MHz, See Section 17.3.

2: The leakage current on the MCLR/VPP pin is strongly dependent on the applied voltage level. The specified 
levels represent normal operating conditions. Higher leakage current may be measured at different input volt-
age.

3: Negative current is defined as coming out of the pin.
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