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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 5-3: TIME-OUT SEQUENCE ON POWER-UP (MCLR NOT TIED TO VDD) 

FIGURE 5-4: TIME-OUT SEQUENCE ON POWER-UP (MCLR TIED TO VDD): FAST VDD RISE 
TIME 

FIGURE 5-5: TIME-OUT SEQUENCE ON POWER-UP (MCLR TIED TO VDD): SLOW VDD RISE 
TIME   
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When VDD rises slowly, the TDRT time-out expires long before VDD has reached its final value. In
this example, the chip will RESET properly if, and only if, V1  VDD min

TDRT
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PIC16C5X
11.8 MPLAB ICD In-Circuit Debugger

Microchip's In-Circuit Debugger, MPLAB ICD, is a pow-
erful, low cost, run-time development tool. This tool is
based on the FLASH PIC MCUs and can be used to
develop for this and other PIC microcontrollers. The
MPLAB ICD utilizes the in-circuit debugging capability
built into the FLASH devices. This feature, along with
Microchip's In-Circuit Serial ProgrammingTM protocol,
offers cost-effective in-circuit FLASH debugging from
the graphical user interface of the MPLAB Integrated
Development Environment. This enables a designer to
develop and debug source code by watching variables,
single-stepping and setting break points. Running at
full speed enables testing hardware in real-time.

11.9 PRO MATE II Universal Device 
Programmer

The PRO MATE II universal device programmer is a
full-featured programmer, capable of operating in
Stand-alone mode, as well as PC-hosted mode. The
PRO MATE II device programmer is CE compliant.

The PRO MATE II device programmer has program-
mable VDD and VPP supplies, which allow it to verify
programmed memory at VDD min and VDD max for max-
imum reliability. It has an LCD display for instructions
and error messages, keys to enter commands and a
modular detachable socket assembly to support various
package types. In Stand-alone mode, the PRO MATE II
device programmer can read, verify, or program PIC
devices. It can also set code protection in this mode.

11.10 PICSTART Plus Entry Level 
Development Programmer

The PICSTART Plus development programmer is an
easy-to-use, low cost, prototype programmer. It con-
nects to the PC via a COM (RS-232) port. MPLAB
Integrated Development Environment software makes
using the programmer simple and efficient.

The PICSTART Plus development programmer sup-
ports all PIC devices with up to 40 pins. Larger pin
count devices, such as the PIC16C92X and
PIC17C76X, may be supported with an adapter socket.
The PICSTART Plus development programmer is CE
compliant.

11.11 PICDEM 1 Low Cost PIC MCU
Demonstration Board

The PICDEM 1 demonstration board is a simple board
which demonstrates the capabilities of several of
Microchip’s microcontrollers. The microcontrollers sup-
ported are: PIC16C5X (PIC16C54 to PIC16C58A),
PIC16C61, PIC16C62X, PIC16C71, PIC16C8X,
PIC17C42, PIC17C43 and PIC17C44. All necessary
hardware and software is included to run basic demo
programs. The user can program the sample microcon-
trollers provided with the PICDEM 1 demonstration
board on a PRO MATE II device programmer, or a
PICSTART Plus development programmer, and easily
test firmware. The user can also connect the
PICDEM 1 demonstration board to the MPLAB ICE in-
circuit emulator and download the firmware to the emu-
lator for testing. A prototype area is available for the
user to build some additional hardware and connect it
to the microcontroller socket(s). Some of the features
include an RS-232 interface, a potentiometer for simu-
lated analog input, push button switches and eight
LEDs connected to PORTB.

11.12 PICDEM 2 Low Cost PIC16CXX 
Demonstration Board

The PICDEM 2 demonstration board is a simple dem-
onstration board that supports the PIC16C62,
PIC16C64, PIC16C65, PIC16C73 and PIC16C74
microcontrollers. All the necessary hardware and soft-
ware is included to run the basic demonstration pro-
grams. The user can program the sample
microcontrollers provided with the PICDEM 2 demon-
stration board on a PRO MATE II device programmer,
or a PICSTART Plus development programmer, and
easily test firmware. The MPLAB ICE in-circuit emula-
tor may also be used with the PICDEM 2 demonstration
board to test firmware. A prototype area has been pro-
vided to the user for adding additional hardware and
connecting it to the microcontroller socket(s). Some of
the features include a RS-232 interface, push button
switches, a potentiometer for simulated analog input, a
serial EEPROM to demonstrate usage of the I2CTM bus
and separate headers for connection to an LCD
module and a keypad.
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PIC16C5X
12.1 DC Characteristics: PIC16C54/55/56/57-RC, XT, 10, HS, LP (Commercial) 

PIC16C54/55/56/57-RC, XT, 10, HS, LP
(Commercial)

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature  0°C  TA  +70°C for commercial

Param
No.

Symbol Characteristic/Device Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

D001 VDD Supply Voltage
PIC16C5X-RC
PIC16C5X-XT
PIC16C5X-10
PIC16C5X-HS
PIC16C5X-LP

3.0
3.0
4.5
4.5
2.5

—
—
—
—
—

6.25
6.25
5.5
5.5

6.25

V
V
V
V
V

D002 VDR RAM Data Retention Voltage(1) 1.5* — V Device in SLEEP Mode

D003 VPOR VDD Start Voltage to ensure 
Power-on Reset

VSS — V See Section 5.1 for details on 
Power-on Reset

D004 SVDD VDD Rise Rate to ensure 
Power-on Reset

0.05* — — V/ms See Section 5.1 for details on 
Power-on Reset

D010 IDD Supply Current(2)

PIC16C5X-RC(3)

PIC16C5X-XT
PIC16C5X-10
PIC16C5X-HS
PIC16C5X-HS
PIC16C5X-LP

—
—
—
—
—
—

1.8
1.8
4.8
4.8
9.0
15

3.3
3.3
10
10
20
32

mA
mA
mA
mA
mA
A

FOSC = 4 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 4 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 10 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 10 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 20 MHz, VDD = 5.5V
FOSC = 32 kHz, VDD = 3.0V, 
WDT disabled

D020 IPD Power-down Current(2) —
—

4.0
0.6

12
9

A
A

VDD = 3.0V, WDT enabled
VDD = 3.0V, WDT disabled

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in “Typ” column is based on characterization results at 25C.This data is for design guidance only and is
not tested.

Note 1: This is the limit to which VDD can be lowered in SLEEP mode without losing RAM data.
2: The supply current is mainly a function of the operating voltage and frequency. Other factors such as bus 

loading, oscillator type, bus rate, internal code execution pattern and temperature also have an impact on 
the current consumption.
a) The test conditions for all IDD measurements in active Operation mode are: OSC1 = external square

wave, from rail-to-rail; all I/O pins tristated, pulled to VSS, T0CKI = VDD, MCLR = VDD; WDT
enabled/disabled as specified. 

b) For standby current measurements, the conditions are the same, except that the device is in SLEEP
mode. The power-down current in SLEEP mode does not depend on the oscillator type. 

3: Does not include current through REXT. The current through the resistor can be estimated by the formula: 
IR = VDD/2REXT (mA) with REXT in k.
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 12-4: RESET, WATCHDOG TIMER, AND DEVICE RESET TIMER TIMING - 
PIC16C54/55/56/57

TABLE 12-3: RESET, WATCHDOG TIMER, AND DEVICE RESET TIMER - PIC16C54/55/56/57 

AC Characteristics

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0°C  TA  +70°C for commercial

–40°C  TA  +85°C for industrial
–40°C  TA  +125°C for extended

Param
No. Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

30 TmcL MCLR Pulse Width (low) 100* — — ns VDD = 5.0V

31 Twdt Watchdog Timer Time-out Period 
(No Prescaler) 

9.0* 18* 30* ms VDD = 5.0V (Comm)

32 TDRT Device Reset Timer Period 9.0* 18* 30* ms VDD = 5.0V (Comm)

34 TioZ I/O Hi-impedance from MCLR Low — — 100* ns

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is at 5.0V, 25°C unless otherwise stated. These parameters are for design
guidance only and are not tested.
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Note 1: Please refer to Figure 12-1 for load conditions.
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 14-11: VTH (INPUT THRESHOLD VOLTAGE) OF OSC1 INPUT 
(XT, HS, AND LP MODES) vs. VDD

FIGURE 14-12: TYPICAL IDD VS. FREQUENCY (EXTERNAL CLOCK, 25C)
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 14-17: TRANSCONDUCTANCE 
(gm) OF LP OSCILLATOR 
vs. VDD

FIGURE 14-18: TRANSCONDUCTANCE 
(gm) OF XT OSCILLATOR 
vs. VDD
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PIC16C5X
1 TOSC External CLKIN Period(1) 250 — — ns XT OSC mode

500 — — ns XT OSC mode (PIC16LV54A)

250 — — ns HS OSC mode (04)

100 — — ns HS OSC mode (10)

50 — — ns HS OSC mode (20)

5.0 — — s LP OSC mode

Oscillator Period(1) 250 — — ns RC OSC mode

500 — — ns RC OSC mode (PIC16LV54A)

250 — 10,000 ns XT OSC mode

500 — — ns XT OSC mode (PIC16LV54A)

250 — 250 ns HS OSC mode (04)

100 — 250 ns HS OSC mode (10)

50 — 250 ns HS OSC mode (20)

5.0 — 200 s LP OSC mode

2 Tcy Instruction Cycle Time(2) — 4/FOSC — —

3 TosL, TosH Clock in (OSC1) Low or 
High Time

85* — — ns XT oscillator

20* — — ns HS oscillator

2.0* — — s LP oscillator

4 TosR, TosF Clock in (OSC1) Rise or 
Fall Time

— — 25* ns XT oscillator

— — 25* ns HS oscillator

— — 50* ns LP oscillator

TABLE 15-1: EXTERNAL CLOCK TIMING REQUIREMENTS - PIC16C54A

AC Characteristics

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0C  TA  +70C for commercial

–40C  TA  +85C for industrial
–20C  TA  +85C for industrial - PIC16LV54A-02I
–40C  TA  +125C for extended

Param
 No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is based on characterization results at 25C. This data is for design guid-
ance only and is not tested.

Note 1: All specified values are based on characterization data for that particular oscillator type under standard 
operating conditions with the device executing code. Exceeding these specified limits may result in an 
unstable oscillator operation and/or higher than expected current consumption.
When an external clock input is used, the “max” cycle time limit is “DC” (no clock) for all devices.

2: Instruction cycle period (TCY) equals four times the input oscillator time base period.
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 16-4: TYPICAL RC OSCILLATOR FREQUENCY vs. VDD, CEXT = 300 PF, 25C 
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 16-5: TYPICAL IPD vs. VDD, WATCHDOG DISABLED (25C) 

FIGURE 16-6: TYPICAL IPD VS. VDD, WATCHDOG ENABLED (25C)
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 16-22: PORTA, B AND C IOL vs. 
VOL, VDD = 3V 

TABLE 16-2: INPUT CAPACITANCE FOR 
PIC16C54A/C58A 

FIGURE 16-23: PORTA, B AND C IOL vs. 
VOL, VDD = 5V

Pin
Typical Capacitance (pF)

18L PDIP 18L SOIC

RA port 5.0 4.3

RB port 5.0 4.3

MCLR 17.0 17.0

OSC1 4.0 3.5

OSC2/CLKOUT 4.3 3.5

T0CKI 3.2 2.8

All capacitance values are typical at 25C. A part-to-part 
variation of 25% (three standard deviations) should be 
taken into account.
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PIC16C5X
17.3 DC Characteristics: PIC16C54C/C55A/C56A/C57C/C58B-04, 20 (Commercial, Industrial, Extended) 

PIC16LC54C/LC55A/LC56A/LC57C/LC58B-04 (Commercial, Industrial) 

PIC16CR54C/CR56A/CR57C/CR58B-04, 20 (Commercial, Industrial, Extended)

PIC16LCR54C/LCR56A/LCR57C/LCR58B-04 (Commercial, Industrial)

DC CHARACTERISTICS

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0°C  TA  +70C for commercial

–40C  TA  +85C for industrial
–40C  TA  +125C for extended

Param
No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

D030 VIL Input Low Voltage
I/O Ports
I/O Ports
MCLR (Schmitt Trigger)
T0CKI (Schmitt Trigger)
OSC1 (Schmitt Trigger)
OSC1

VSS

VSS

VSS

VSS

VSS

VSS

—
—
—
—
—
—

0.8 V
0.15 VDD

0.15 VDD

0.15 VDD

0.15 VDD

0.3 VDD

V
V
V
V
V
V

4.5V <VDD  5.5V
Otherwise

RC mode only(3)

XT, HS and LP modes

D040 VIH Input High Voltage
I/O ports
I/O ports
MCLR (Schmitt Trigger)
T0CKI (Schmitt Trigger)
OSC1 (Schmitt Trigger)
OSC1

2.0
0.25 VDD+0.8

0.85 VDD

0.85 VDD

0.85 VDD

0.7 VDD

—
—
—
—
—
—

VDD

VDD

VDD

VDD

VDD

VDD

V
V
V
V
V
V

4.5V < VDD 5.5V
Otherwise

RC mode only(3)

XT, HS and LP modes

D050 VHYS Hysteresis of Schmitt 
Trigger inputs

0.15 VDD* — — V

D060 IIL Input Leakage Current(1,2)

I/O ports

MCLR
MCLR
T0CKI
OSC1 

-1.0

-5.0

-3.0
-3.0

0.5

—
0.5
0.5
0.5

+1.0

+5.0
+3.0
+3.0
—

A

A
A
A
A

For VDD 5.5V:
VSS   VPIN  VDD,

pin at hi-impedance
VPIN = VSS +0.25V
VPIN = VDD

VSS  VPIN VDD

VSS  VPIN  VDD,

XT, HS and LP modes

D080 VOL Output Low Voltage
I/O ports
OSC2/CLKOUT

—
—

—
—

0.6
0.6

V
V

IOL = 8.7 mA, VDD = 4.5V 
IOL = 1.6 mA, VDD = 4.5V, 
RC mode only

D090 VOH Output High Voltage(2)

I/O ports
OSC2/CLKOUT

VDD - 0.7
VDD - 0.7

—
—

—
—

V
V

IOH = -5.4 mA, VDD = 4.5V 
IOH = -1.0 mA, VDD = 4.5V, 
RC mode only

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is based on characterization results at 25C. This data is for design guid-
ance only and is not tested.

Note 1: The leakage current on the MCLR/VPP pin is strongly dependent on the applied voltage level. The specified 
levels represent normal operating conditions. Higher leakage current may be measured at different input 
voltage.

2: Negative current is defined as coming out of the pin.
3: For the RC mode, the OSC1/CLKIN pin is a Schmitt Trigger input. It is not recommended that the PIC16C5X 

be driven with external clock in RC mode.
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 18-2: TYPICAL RC OSCILLATOR FREQUENCY vs. VDD, CEXT = 20 PF, 25C 

FIGURE 18-3: TYPICAL RC OSCILLATOR FREQUENCY vs. VDD, CEXT = 100 PF, 25C 
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 18-10: VTH (INPUT THRESHOLD TRIP POINT VOLTAGE) OF OSC1 INPUT  (IN XT, HS 
AND LP MODES) vs. VDD

FIGURE 18-11: TYPICAL IDD vs. FREQUENCY (WDT DISABLED, RC MODE @ 20 PF, 25C)
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 18-18: PORTA, B AND C IOL vs. 
VOL, VDD = 5 V

TABLE 18-2: INPUT CAPACITANCE 

Pin
Typical Capacitance (pF)

18L PDIP 18L SOIC

RA port 5.0 4.3

RB port 5.0 4.3

MCLR 17.0 17.0

OSC1 4.0 3.5

OSC2/CLKOUT 4.3 3.5

T0CKI 3.2 2.8

All capacitance values are typical at 25C. A part-to-part 
variation of ±25% (three standard deviations) should be 
taken into account.
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PIC16C5X
19.3 Timing Parameter Symbology and Load Conditions

The timing parameter symbols have been created with one of the following formats:

    

1. TppS2ppS

2. TppS

T

F Frequency T Time

Lowercase letters (pp) and their meanings:

pp

2 to mc MCLR

ck CLKOUT osc oscillator

cy cycle time os OSC1

drt device reset timer t0 T0CKI

io I/O port wdt watchdog timer

Uppercase letters and their meanings:

S

F Fall P Period

H High R Rise

I Invalid (Hi-impedance) V Valid

L Low Z Hi-impedance

FIGURE 19-2: LOAD CONDITIONS FOR DEVICE TIMING SPECIFICATIONS - 
PIC16C54C/C55A/C56A/C57C/C58B-40

CL = 50 pF for all pins except OSC2 

0 pF for OSC2 in HS mode for 
operation between 
20 MHz to 40 MHz

CL

VSS

Pin
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 19-4: CLKOUT AND I/O TIMING - PIC16C5X-40 

TABLE 19-2: CLKOUT AND I/O TIMING REQUIREMENTS - PIC16C5X-40 

AC Characteristics
Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0°C  TA  +70C for commercial

Param 
No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units

10 TosH2ckL OSC1 to CLKOUT(1,2) — 15 30** ns

11 TosH2ckH OSC1 to CLKOUT(1,2) — 15 30** ns

12 TckR CLKOUT rise time(1,2) — 5.0 15** ns

13 TckF CLKOUT fall time(1,2) — 5.0 15** ns

14 TckL2ioV CLKOUT to Port out valid(1,2) — — 40** ns

15 TioV2ckH Port in valid before CLKOUT(1,2) 0.25 TCY+30* — — ns 

16 TckH2ioI Port in hold after CLKOUT(1,2) 0* — — ns

17 TosH2ioV OSC1 (Q1 cycle) to Port out valid(2) — — 100 ns

18 TosH2ioI OSC1 (Q2 cycle) to Port input invalid 
(I/O in hold time)

TBD — — ns

19 TioV2osH Port input valid to OSC1
(I/O in setup time)

TBD — — ns

20 TioR Port output rise time(2) — 10 25** ns

21 TioF Port output fall time(2) — 10 25** ns

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

** These parameters are design targets and are not tested. No characterization data available at this time.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is at 5V, 25°C unless otherwise stated. These parameters are for design
guidance only and are not tested.

Note 1: Measurements are taken in RC Mode where CLKOUT output is 4 x TOSC.
2: Refer to Figure 19-2 for load conditions.

OSC1

CLKOUT

I/O Pin
(input)

I/O Pin
(output)

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3

10

13
14

17

20, 21

18

15

11

12
16

Old Value New Value

.

19

Note: Refer to Figure 19-2 for load conditions.
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PIC16C5X
28-Lead Ceramic Dual In-line with Window (JW) – 600 mil (CERDIP)

7.377.116.86.290.280.270WWindow Diameter

18.0316.7615.49.710.660.610eBOverall Row Spacing §

0.580.510.41.023.020.016BLower Lead Width

1.651.461.27.065.058.050B1Upper Lead Width

0.300.250.20.012.010.008cLead Thickness

3.813.493.18.150.138.125LTip to Seating Plane

37.8537.0836.321.4901.4601.430DOverall Length

13.3613.2113.06.526.520.514E1Ceramic Pkg. Width

15.8815.2415.11.625.600.595EShoulder to Shoulder Width

1.520.950.38.060.038.015A1Standoff

4.194.063.94.165.160.155A2Ceramic Package Height

5.725.334.95.225.210.195ATop to Seating Plane

2.54.100pPitch

2828nNumber of Pins

MAXNOMMINMAXNOMMINDimension Limits

MILLIMETERSINCHES*Units

2

1

D

n

E1

W

c

E

eB
p

A2

L

B1

B
A1

A

* Controlling Parameter
§ Significant Characteristic
JEDEC Equivalent:  MO-103
Drawing No. C04-013

Note: For the most current package drawings, please see the Microchip Packaging Specification located
at http://www.microchip.com/packaging
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PIC16C5X
ON-LINE SUPPORT

Microchip provides on-line support on the Microchip
World Wide Web (WWW) site.

The web site is used by Microchip as a means to make
files and information easily available to customers. To
view the site, the user must have access to the Internet
and a web browser, such as Netscape or Microsoft
Explorer. Files are also available for FTP download
from our FTP site.

Connecting to the Microchip Internet Web Site      

The Microchip web site is available by using your
favorite Internet browser to attach to: 

www.microchip.com

The file transfer site is available by using an FTP ser-
vice to connect to: 

ftp://ftp.microchip.com

The web site and file transfer site provide a variety of
services. Users may download files for the latest
Development Tools, Data Sheets, Application Notes,
User's Guides, Articles and Sample Programs. A vari-
ety of Microchip specific business information is also
available, including listings of Microchip sales offices,
distributors and factory representatives. Other data
available for consideration is:

• Latest Microchip Press Releases

• Technical Support Section with Frequently Asked 
Questions 

• Design Tips

• Device Errata

• Job Postings

• Microchip Consultant Program Member Listing

• Links to other useful web sites related to 
Microchip Products

• Conferences for products, Development Systems, 
technical information and more

• Listing of seminars and events
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