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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 5-3: TIME-OUT SEQUENCE ON POWER-UP (MCLR NOT TIED TO VDD) 

FIGURE 5-4: TIME-OUT SEQUENCE ON POWER-UP (MCLR TIED TO VDD): FAST VDD RISE 
TIME 

FIGURE 5-5: TIME-OUT SEQUENCE ON POWER-UP (MCLR TIED TO VDD): SLOW VDD RISE 
TIME   
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When VDD rises slowly, the TDRT time-out expires long before VDD has reached its final value. In
this example, the chip will RESET properly if, and only if, V1  VDD min
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PIC16C5X
5.2 Device Reset Timer (DRT)

The Device Reset Timer (DRT) provides an 18 ms
nominal time-out on RESET regardless of Oscillator
mode used. The DRT operates on an internal RC oscil-
lator. The processor is kept in RESET as long as the
DRT is active. The DRT delay allows VDD to rise above
VDD min., and for the oscillator to stabilize.

Oscillator circuits based on crystals or ceramic resona-
tors require a certain time after power-up to establish a
stable oscillation. The on-chip DRT keeps the device in
a RESET condition for approximately 18 ms after the
voltage on the MCLR/VPP pin has reached a logic high
(VIH) level. Thus, external RC networks connected to
the MCLR input are not required in most cases, allow-
ing for savings in cost-sensitive and/or space restricted
applications.

The Device Reset time delay will vary from chip to chip
due to VDD, temperature, and process variation. See
AC parameters for details.

The DRT will also be triggered upon a Watchdog Timer
time-out. This is particularly important for applications
using the WDT to wake the PIC16C5X from SLEEP
mode automatically.

5.3 Reset on Brown-Out

A brown-out is a condition where device power (VDD)
dips below its minimum value, but not to zero, and then
recovers. The device should be RESET in the event of
a brown-out.

To RESET PIC16C5X devices when a brown-out
occurs, external brown-out protection circuits may be
built, as shown in Figure 5-6, Figure 5-7 and Figure 5-
8.

FIGURE 5-6: EXTERNAL BROWN-OUT 
PROTECTION CIRCUIT 1 

FIGURE 5-7: EXTERNAL BROWN-OUT 
PROTECTION CIRCUIT 2 

FIGURE 5-8: EXTERNAL BROWN-OUT 
PROTECTION CIRCUIT 3

This circuit will activate RESET when VDD goes below Vz
+ 0.7V (where Vz = Zener voltage).
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is below a certain level such that:
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This brown-out protection circuit employs Micro-
chip Technology’s MCP809 microcontroller
supervisor.  The MCP8XX and MCP1XX families
of supervisors provide push-pull and open collec-
tor outputs with both "active high and active low"
RESET pins. There are 7 different trip point selec-
tions to accommodate 5V and 3V systems.
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 6-5: PIC16C57/CR57 REGISTER FILE MAP 

FIGURE 6-6: PIC16C58/CR58 REGISTER FILE MAP 
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NOTES:
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PIC16C5X
11.13 PICDEM 3 Low Cost PIC16CXXX 
Demonstration Board

The PICDEM 3 demonstration board is a simple dem-
onstration board that supports the PIC16C923 and
PIC16C924 in the PLCC package. It will also support
future 44-pin PLCC microcontrollers with an LCD Mod-
ule. All the necessary hardware and software is
included to run the basic demonstration programs. The
user can program the sample microcontrollers pro-
vided with the PICDEM 3 demonstration board on a
PRO MATE II device programmer, or a PICSTART Plus
development programmer with an adapter socket, and
easily test firmware. The MPLAB ICE in-circuit emula-
tor may also be used with the PICDEM 3 demonstration
board to test firmware. A prototype area has been pro-
vided to the user for adding hardware and connecting it
to the microcontroller socket(s). Some of the features
include a RS-232 interface, push button switches, a
potentiometer for simulated analog input, a thermistor
and separate headers for connection to an external
LCD module and a keypad. Also provided on the
PICDEM 3 demonstration board is a LCD panel, with 4
commons and 12 segments, that is capable of display-
ing time, temperature and day of the week. The
PICDEM 3 demonstration board provides an additional
RS-232 interface and Windows software for showing
the demultiplexed LCD signals on a PC. A simple serial
interface allows the user to construct a hardware
demultiplexer for the LCD signals. 

11.14 PICDEM 17 Demonstration Board

The PICDEM 17 demonstration board is an evaluation
board that demonstrates the capabilities of several
Microchip microcontrollers, including PIC17C752,
PIC17C756A, PIC17C762 and PIC17C766. All neces-
sary hardware is included to run basic demo programs,
which are supplied on a 3.5-inch disk. A programmed
sample is included and the user may erase it and
program it with the other sample programs using the
PRO MATE II device programmer, or the PICSTART
Plus development programmer, and easily debug and
test the sample code. In addition, the PICDEM 17 dem-
onstration board supports downloading of programs to
and executing out of external FLASH memory on board.
The PICDEM 17 demonstration board is also usable
with the MPLAB ICE in-circuit emulator, or the
PICMASTER emulator and all of the sample programs
can be run and modified using either emulator. Addition-
ally, a generous prototype area is available for user
hardware.

11.15 KEELOQ Evaluation and 
Programming Tools

KEELOQ evaluation and programming tools support
Microchip’s HCS Secure Data Products. The HCS eval-
uation kit includes a LCD display to show changing
codes, a decoder to decode transmissions and a pro-
gramming interface to program test transmitters.
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PIC16C5X
TABLE 11-1: DEVELOPMENT TOOLS FROM MICROCHIP
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 14-17: TRANSCONDUCTANCE 
(gm) OF LP OSCILLATOR 
vs. VDD

FIGURE 14-18: TRANSCONDUCTANCE 
(gm) OF XT OSCILLATOR 
vs. VDD
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PIC16C5X
 

15.2 DC Characteristics: PIC16C54A-04E, 10E, 20E (Extended) 
PIC16LC54A-04E (Extended)

PIC16LC54A-04E
(Extended)

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature –40°C  TA  +125C for extended

PIC16C54A-04E, 10E, 20E
(Extended)

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature –40°C  TA  +125C for extended

Param
No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

VDD Supply Voltage

D001 PIC16LC54A 3.0
2.5

—
—

6.25
6.25

V
V

XT and RC modes
LP mode

D001A PIC16C54A 3.5
4.5

—
—

5.5
5.5

V
V

RC and XT modes
HS mode

D002 VDR RAM Data Retention Voltage(1) — 1.5* — V Device in SLEEP mode

D003 VPOR VDD Start Voltage to ensure 
Power-on Reset

— Vss — V See Section 5.1 for details on 
Power-on Reset

D004 SVDD VDD Rise Rate to ensure 
Power-on Reset

0.05* — — V/ms See Section 5.1 for details on 
Power-on Reset

IDD Supply Current(2)

D010 PIC16LC54A —

—

—

—

0.5

11

11

11

25

27

35

37

mA

A

A

A

FOSC = 4.0 MHz, VDD = 5.5V,
RC(3) and XT modes
FOSC = 32 kHz, VDD = 2.5V,
LP mode, Commercial
FOSC = 32 kHz, VDD = 2.5V,
LP mode, Industrial
FOSC = 32 kHz, VDD = 2.5V,
LP mode, Extended

D010A PIC16C54A —

—

—

1.8

4.8

9.0

3.3

10

20

mA

mA

mA

FOSC = 4.0 MHz, VDD = 5.5V,
RC(3) and XT modes
FOSC = 10 MHz, VDD = 5.5V,
HS mode
FOSC = 20 MHz, VDD = 5.5V,
HS mode

Legend: Rows with standard voltage device data only are shaded for improved readability.

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is based on characterization results at 25C. This data is for design guid-
ance only and is not tested.

Note 1: This is the limit to which VDD can be lowered in SLEEP mode without losing RAM data.
2: The supply current is mainly a function of the operating voltage and frequency. Other factors such as bus 

loading, oscillator type, bus rate, internal code execution pattern and temperature also have an impact on 
the current consumption.

a) The test conditions for all IDD measurements in active Operation mode are: OSC1 = external square
wave, from rail-to-rail; all I/O pins tristated, pulled to VSS, T0CKI = VDD, MCLR = VDD; WDT enabled/
disabled as specified. 

b) For standby current measurements, the conditions are the same, except that the device is in SLEEP
mode. The power-down current in SLEEP mode does not depend on the oscillator type. 

3: Does not include current through REXT. The current through the resistor can be estimated by the formula: 
IR = VDD/2REXT (mA) with REXT in k.
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PIC16C5X
IPD Power-down Current(2)

D020 PIC16LC54A —

—

2.5

0.25

15

7.0

A

A

VDD = 2.5V, WDT enabled, 
Extended
VDD = 2.5V, WDT disabled,
Extended

D020A PIC16C54A —
—

5.0
0.8

22
18*

A
A

VDD = 3.5V, WDT enabled
VDD = 3.5V, WDT disabled

15.2 DC Characteristics: PIC16C54A-04E, 10E, 20E (Extended) 
PIC16LC54A-04E (Extended)

PIC16LC54A-04E
(Extended)

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature –40°C  TA  +125C for extended

PIC16C54A-04E, 10E, 20E
(Extended)

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature –40°C  TA  +125C for extended

Param
No.

Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

Legend: Rows with standard voltage device data only are shaded for improved readability.

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is based on characterization results at 25C. This data is for design guid-
ance only and is not tested.

Note 1: This is the limit to which VDD can be lowered in SLEEP mode without losing RAM data.
2: The supply current is mainly a function of the operating voltage and frequency. Other factors such as bus 

loading, oscillator type, bus rate, internal code execution pattern and temperature also have an impact on 
the current consumption.

a) The test conditions for all IDD measurements in active Operation mode are: OSC1 = external square
wave, from rail-to-rail; all I/O pins tristated, pulled to VSS, T0CKI = VDD, MCLR = VDD; WDT enabled/
disabled as specified. 

b) For standby current measurements, the conditions are the same, except that the device is in SLEEP
mode. The power-down current in SLEEP mode does not depend on the oscillator type. 

3: Does not include current through REXT. The current through the resistor can be estimated by the formula: 
IR = VDD/2REXT (mA) with REXT in k.
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PIC16C5X
15.5 Timing Parameter Symbology and Load Conditions

The timing parameter symbols have been created with one of the following formats:

FIGURE 15-1: LOAD CONDITIONS FOR DEVICE TIMING SPECIFICATIONS - PIC16C54A

1. TppS2ppS

2. TppS

T

F Frequency T Time

Lowercase letters (pp) and their meanings:

pp

2 to mc MCLR

ck CLKOUT osc oscillator

cy cycle time os OSC1

drt device reset timer t0 T0CKI

io I/O port wdt watchdog timer

Uppercase letters and their meanings:

S

F Fall P Period

H High R Rise

I Invalid (Hi-impedance) V Valid

L Low Z Hi-impedance

CL = 50 pF for all pins and OSC2 for RC modes 

0 -15 pF for OSC2 in XT, HS or LP modes when 
external clock is used to drive OSC1

CL

VSS

Pin
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PIC16C5X
16.0 DEVICE CHARACTERIZATION - PIC16C54A

The graphs and tables provided following this note are a statistical summary based on a limited number of samples and
are provided for informational purposes only. The performance characteristics listed herein are not tested or guaran-
teed. In some graphs or tables, the data presented may be outside the specified operating range (e.g., outside specified
power supply range) and therefore outside the warranted range.

 “Typical” represents the mean of the distribution at 25°C. “Maximum” or “minimum” represents (mean + 3) or (mean
– 3) respectively, where  is a standard deviation, over the whole temperature range.

FIGURE 16-1: TYPICAL RC OSCILLATOR FREQUENCY vs. TEMPERATURE

TABLE 16-1: RC OSCILLATOR FREQUENCIES

CEXT REXT
Average

Fosc @ 5 V, 25C

20 pF 3.3K 5 MHz  27%

5K 3.8 MHz  21%

10K 2.2 MHz  21%

100K 262 kHz  31%

100 pF 3.3K 1.6 MHz  13%

5K 1.2 MHz  13%

10K 684 kHz  18%

100K 71 kHz  25%

300 pF 3.3K 660 kHz  10%

5.0K 484 kHz  14%

10K 267 kHz  15%

100K 29 kHz  19%

The frequencies are measured on DIP packages.

The percentage variation indicated here is part-to-part variation due to normal process distribution. The variation 
indicated is 3 standard deviation from average value for VDD = 5V.
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1.08

6010
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 17-8: RESET, WATCHDOG TIMER, AND DEVICE RESET TIMER TIMING - PIC16C5X, 
PIC16CR5X

TABLE 17-3: RESET, WATCHDOG TIMER, AND DEVICE RESET TIMER - PIC16C5X, PIC16CR5X 

AC Characteristics

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise specified)
Operating Temperature 0°C  TA  +70°C for commercial

–40°C  TA  +85°C for industrial
–40°C  TA  +125°C for extended

Param
No. Symbol Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

30 TmcL MCLR Pulse Width (low) 1000* — — ns VDD = 5.0V

31 Twdt Watchdog Timer Time-out Period 
(No Prescaler) 

9.0* 18* 30* ms VDD = 5.0V (Comm)

32 TDRT Device Reset Timer Period 9.0* 18* 30* ms VDD = 5.0V (Comm)

34 TioZ I/O Hi-impedance from MCLR Low 100* 300* 1000* ns

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in the Typical (“Typ”) column is at 5V, 25°C unless otherwise stated. These parameters are for design
guidance only and are not tested.
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Note 1: Please refer to Figure 17-5 for load conditions.
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PIC16C5X
18.0 DEVICE CHARACTERIZATION - PIC16LC54A

The graphs and tables provided following this note are a statistical summary based on a limited number of samples and
are provided for informational purposes only. The performance characteristics listed herein are not tested or guaran-
teed. In some graphs or tables, the data presented may be outside the specified operating range (e.g., outside specified
power supply range) and therefore outside the warranted range.

 “Typical” represents the mean of the distribution at 25°C. “Maximum” or “minimum” represents (mean + 3) or (mean
– 3) respectively, where  is a standard deviation, over the whole temperature range.

FIGURE 18-1: TYPICAL RC OSCILLATOR FREQUENCY VS. TEMPERATURE

TABLE 18-1: RC OSCILLATOR FREQUENCIES

CEXT REXT
Average

Fosc @ 5V, 25C

20 pF 3.3K 5 MHz ± 27%

5K 3.8 MHz ± 21%

10K 2.2 MHz ± 21%

100K 262 kHz ± 31%

100 pF 3.3K 1.63 MHz ± 13%

5K 1.2 MHz ± 13%

10K 684 kHz ± 18%

100K 71 kHz ± 25%

300 pF 3.3K 660 kHz ± 10%

5.0K 484 kHz ± 14%

10K 267 kHz ± 15%

100K 29 kHz ± 19%

The frequencies are measured on DIP packages.

The percentage variation indicated here is part-to-part variation due to normal process distribution. The variation 
indicated is ±3 standard deviation from average value for VDD = 5V.
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 18-4: TYPICAL RC OSCILLATOR FREQUENCY vs. VDD, CEXT = 300 PF, 25C 

FIGURE 18-5: TYPICAL IPD vs. VDD, WATCHDOG DISABLED (25C) 
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PIC16C5X
FIGURE 18-10: VTH (INPUT THRESHOLD TRIP POINT VOLTAGE) OF OSC1 INPUT  (IN XT, HS 
AND LP MODES) vs. VDD

FIGURE 18-11: TYPICAL IDD vs. FREQUENCY (WDT DISABLED, RC MODE @ 20 PF, 25C)
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PIC16C5X
19.0 ELECTRICAL CHARACTERISTICS - PIC16LC54C 40MHz

Absolute Maximum Ratings(†)

Ambient temperature under bias............................................................................................................ –55°C to +125°C

Storage temperature .............................................................................................................................  –65°C to +150°C

Voltage on VDD with respect to VSS ..................................................................................................................0 to +7.5V

Voltage on MCLR with respect to VSS................................................................................................................0 to +14V

Voltage on all other pins with respect to VSS ................................................................................. –0.6V to (VDD + 0.6V)

Total power dissipation(1) .....................................................................................................................................800 mW

Max. current out of VSS pin ...................................................................................................................................150 mA

Max. current into VDD pin ......................................................................................................................................100 mA

Max. current into an input pin (T0CKI only) 500 A

Input clamp current, IIK (VI  < 0 or VI  > VDD) 20 mA

Output clamp current, IOK (VO < 0 or VO > VDD)  20 mA

Max. output current sunk by any I/O pin .................................................................................................................25 mA

Max. output current sourced by any I/O pin ............................................................................................................20 mA

Max. output current sourced by a single I/O (Port A, B or C) .................................................................................50 mA

Max. output current sunk by a single I/O (Port A, B or C) .......................................................................................50 mA

Note 1: Power dissipation is calculated as follows: Pdis = VDD x {IDD -  IOH} +  {(VDD-VOH) x IOH} + (VOL x IOL)

† NOTICE: Stresses above those listed under "Maximum Ratings" may cause permanent damage to the device.
This is a stress rating only and functional operation of the device at those or any other conditions above those indi-
cated in the operation listings of this specification is not implied.  Exposure to maximum rating conditions for
extended periods may affect device reliability.
 1997-2013 Microchip Technology Inc. Preliminary DS30453E-page 155



PIC16C5X
FIGURE 20-2: TYPICAL IPD vs. VDD, WATCHDOG ENABLED (25C) 

FIGURE 20-3: TYPICAL IPD vs. VDD, WATCHDOG ENABLED (–40°C, 85°C) 
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PIC16C5X
Package Marking Information (Cont’d)

XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXX
YYWWNNN

18-Lead CERDIP Windowed

28-Lead CERDIP Windowed

0001CBA

Example

Example

PIC16C54C
/JW

XXXXXXXXXXX

YYWWNNN

XXXXXXXXXXX
PIC16C57C
/JW

0038CBA
XXXXXXXXXXX

Legend: XX...X Customer-specific information
Y Year code (last digit of calendar year)
YY Year code (last 2 digits of calendar year)
WW Week code (week of January 1 is week ‘01’)
NNN Alphanumeric traceability code
  Pb-free JEDEC designator for Matte Tin (Sn)
* This package is Pb-free. The Pb-free JEDEC designator (     )

can be found on the outer packaging for this package.

Note: In the event the full Microchip part number cannot be marked on one line, it will
be carried over to the next line, thus limiting the number of available
characters for customer-specific information.

3e

3e
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PIC16C5X
18-Lead Plastic Small Outline (SO) – Wide, 300 mil (SOIC)

Foot Angle  0 4 8 0 4 8

1512015120Mold Draft Angle Bottom

1512015120Mold Draft Angle Top

0.510.420.36.020.017.014BLead Width

0.300.270.23.012.011.009cLead Thickness

1.270.840.41.050.033.016LFoot Length

0.740.500.25.029.020.010hChamfer Distance

11.7311.5311.33.462.454.446DOverall Length

7.597.497.39.299.295.291E1Molded Package Width

10.6710.3410.01.420.407.394EOverall Width

0.300.200.10.012.008.004A1Standoff §

2.392.312.24.094.091.088A2Molded Package Thickness

2.642.502.36.104.099.093AOverall Height

1.27.050pPitch

1818nNumber of Pins

MAXNOMMINMAXNOMMINDimension Limits

MILLIMETERSINCHES*Units

L

c
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45
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A

* Controlling Parameter

Notes:
Dimensions D and E1 do not include mold flash or protrusions. Mold flash or protrusions shall not exceed 
.010” (0.254mm) per side.
JEDEC Equivalent:  MS-013
Drawing No. C04-051

§ Significant Characteristic

Note: For the most current package drawings, please see the Microchip Packaging Specification located
at http://www.microchip.com/packaging
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PIC16C5X
ON-LINE SUPPORT

Microchip provides on-line support on the Microchip
World Wide Web (WWW) site.

The web site is used by Microchip as a means to make
files and information easily available to customers. To
view the site, the user must have access to the Internet
and a web browser, such as Netscape or Microsoft
Explorer. Files are also available for FTP download
from our FTP site.

Connecting to the Microchip Internet Web Site      

The Microchip web site is available by using your
favorite Internet browser to attach to: 

www.microchip.com

The file transfer site is available by using an FTP ser-
vice to connect to: 

ftp://ftp.microchip.com

The web site and file transfer site provide a variety of
services. Users may download files for the latest
Development Tools, Data Sheets, Application Notes,
User's Guides, Articles and Sample Programs. A vari-
ety of Microchip specific business information is also
available, including listings of Microchip sales offices,
distributors and factory representatives. Other data
available for consideration is:

• Latest Microchip Press Releases

• Technical Support Section with Frequently Asked 
Questions 

• Design Tips

• Device Errata

• Job Postings

• Microchip Consultant Program Member Listing

• Links to other useful web sites related to 
Microchip Products

• Conferences for products, Development Systems, 
technical information and more

• Listing of seminars and events
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