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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.

Details

Product Status Discontinued at Digi-Key

Number of LABs/CLBs 160

Number of Logic Elements/Cells 1280

Total RAM Bits 65536

Number of I/O 28

Number of Gates -

Voltage - Supply 1.14V ~ 1.26V

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Operating Temperature 0°C ~ 85°C (TJ)

Package / Case 36-UFBGA, WLCSP

Supplier Device Package 36-WLCSP (2.54x2.59)
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and oscillators dynamically. These features help manage static and dynamic power consumption resulting in low 
static power for all members of the family. 

The MachXO3L/LF devices are available in two versions C and E with two speed grades: -5 and -6, with -6 being 
the fastest. C devices have an internal linear voltage regulator which supports external VCC supply voltages of 3.3 
V or 2.5 V. E devices only accept 1.2 V as the external VCC supply voltage. With the exception of power supply 
voltage both C and E are functionally compatible with each other. 

The MachXO3L/LF PLDs are available in a broad range of advanced halogen-free packages ranging from the 
space saving 2.5 x 2.5 mm WLCSP to the 19 x 19 mm caBGA. MachXO3L/LF devices support density migration 
within the same package. Table 1-1 shows the LUT densities, package and I/O options, along with other key 
parameters.

The MachXO3L/LF devices offer enhanced I/O features such as drive strength control, slew rate control, PCI com-
patibility, bus-keeper latches, pull-up resistors, pull-down resistors, open drain outputs and hot socketing. Pull-up, 
pull-down and bus-keeper features are controllable on a “per-pin” basis.

A user-programmable internal oscillator is included in MachXO3L/LF devices. The clock output from this oscillator 
may be divided by the timer/counter for use as clock input in functions such as LED control, key-board scanner and 
similar state machines.

The MachXO3L/LF devices also provide flexible, reliable and secure configuration from on-chip NVCM/Flash. 
These devices can also configure themselves from external SPI Flash or be configured by an external master 
through the JTAG test access port or through the I2C port. Additionally, MachXO3L/LF devices support dual-boot 
capability (using external Flash memory) and remote field upgrade (TransFR) capability.

Lattice provides a variety of design tools that allow complex designs to be efficiently implemented using the 
MachXO3L/LF family of devices. Popular logic synthesis tools provide synthesis library support for MachXO3L/LF. 
Lattice design tools use the synthesis tool output along with the user-specified preferences and constraints to place 
and route the design in the MachXO3L/LF device. These tools extract the timing from the routing and back-anno-
tate it into the design for timing verification.

Lattice provides many pre-engineered IP (Intellectual Property) LatticeCORE™ modules, including a number of 
reference designs licensed free of charge, optimized for the MachXO3L/LF PLD family. By using these configurable 
soft core IP cores as standardized blocks, users are free to concentrate on the unique aspects of their design, 
increasing their productivity.
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sysMEM Embedded Block RAM Memory
The MachXO3L/LF devices contain sysMEM Embedded Block RAMs (EBRs). The EBR consists of a 9-Kbit RAM, 
with dedicated input and output registers. This memory can be used for a wide variety of purposes including data 
buffering, PROM for the soft processor and FIFO.

sysMEM Memory Block
The sysMEM block can implement single port, dual port, pseudo dual port, or FIFO memories. Each block can be 
used in a variety of depths and widths as shown in Table 2-5. 

CLKOP O Primary PLL output clock (with phase shift adjustment)

CLKOS O Secondary PLL output clock (with phase shift adjust)

CLKOS2 O Secondary PLL output clock2 (with phase shift adjust)

CLKOS3 O Secondary PLL output clock3 (with phase shift adjust)

LOCK O PLL LOCK, asynchronous signal. Active high indicates PLL is locked to input and feed-
back signals.

DPHSRC O Dynamic Phase source – ports or WISHBONE is active

STDBY I Standby signal to power down the PLL

RST I PLL reset without resetting the M-divider. Active high reset.

RESETM I PLL reset - includes resetting the M-divider. Active high reset.

RESETC I Reset for CLKOS2 output divider only. Active high reset.

RESETD I Reset for CLKOS3 output divider only. Active high reset.

ENCLKOP I Enable PLL output CLKOP

ENCLKOS I Enable PLL output CLKOS when port is active

ENCLKOS2 I Enable PLL output CLKOS2 when port is active

ENCLKOS3 I Enable PLL output CLKOS3 when port is active

PLLCLK I PLL data bus clock input signal

PLLRST I PLL data bus reset. This resets only the data bus not any register values.

PLLSTB I PLL data bus strobe signal

PLLWE I PLL data bus write enable signal

PLLADDR [4:0] I PLL data bus address

PLLDATI [7:0] I PLL data bus data input

PLLDATO [7:0] O PLL data bus data output

PLLACK O PLL data bus acknowledge signal

Table 2-4. PLL Signal Descriptions (Continued)

Port Name I/O Description
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state. The RPRST signal is used to reset the read pointer. The purpose of this reset is to retransmit the data that is 
in the FIFO. In these applications it is important to keep careful track of when a packet is written into or read from 
the FIFO.

Memory Core Reset
The memory core contains data output latches for ports A and B. These are simple latches that can be reset syn-
chronously or asynchronously. RSTA and RSTB are local signals, which reset the output latches associated with 
port A and port B respectively. The Global Reset (GSRN) signal resets both ports. The output data latches and 
associated resets for both ports are as shown in Figure 2-9.

Figure 2-9. Memory Core Reset

For further information on the sysMEM EBR block, please refer to TN1290, Memory Usage Guide for MachXO3 
Devices.

EBR Asynchronous Reset
EBR asynchronous reset or GSR (if used) can only be applied if all clock enables are low for a clock cycle before 
the reset is applied and released a clock cycle after the reset is released, as shown in Figure 2-10. The GSR input 
to the EBR is always asynchronous. 

Figure 2-10. EBR Asynchronous Reset (Including GSR) Timing Diagram

If all clock enables remain enabled, the EBR asynchronous reset or GSR may only be applied and released after 
the EBR read and write clock inputs are in a steady state condition for a minimum of 1/fMAX (EBR clock). The reset 
release must adhere to the EBR synchronous reset setup time before the next active read or write clock edge.
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Output Register Block 
The output register block registers signals from the core of the device before they are passed to the sysIO buffers. 

Left, Top, Bottom Edges
In SDR mode, D0 feeds one of the flip-flops that then feeds the output. The flip-flop can be configured as a D-type 
register or latch. 

In DDR generic mode, D0 and D1 inputs are fed into registers on the positive edge of the clock. At the next falling 
edge the registered D1 input is registered into the register Q1. A multiplexer running off the same clock is used to 
switch the mux between the outputs of registers Q0 and Q1 that will then feed the output.

Figure 2-12 shows the output register block on the left, top and bottom edges.

Figure 2-12. MachXO3L/LF Output Register Block Diagram (PIO on the Left, Top and Bottom Edges)

Tri-state Register Block 
The tri-state register block registers tri-state control signals from the core of the device before they are passed to 
the sysIO buffers. The block contains a register for SDR operation. In SDR, TD input feeds one of the flip-flops that 
then feeds the output. 

 

Output path 

TQ D/L Q 
TD 

Tri-state path 

Q

D1 D  Q D  Q Q1 

D/L Q
Q0 

D0

SCLK 



2-20

Architecture
MachXO3 Family Data Sheet

Figure 2-13. Input Gearbox 

More information on the input gearbox is available in TN1281, Implementing High-Speed Interfaces with MachXO3 
Devices.
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June 2014 1.0 � Product name/trademark adjustment.
Introduction Updated Features section. 

Updated Table 1-1, MachXO3L Family Selection Guide. Changed fcCSP 
packages to csfBGA. Adjusted 121-ball csfBGA arrow. 
Introduction section general update.

Architecture General update.
DC and Switching 

Characteristics
Updated sysIO Recommended Operating Conditions section. Removed 
VREF (V) column. Added standards.
Updated Maximum sysIO Buffer Performance section. Added MIPI I/O 
standard.
Updated MIPI D-PHY Emulation section. Changed Low Speed to Low 
Power. Updated Table 3-4, MIPI DC Conditions.
Updated Table 3-5, MIPI D-PHY Output DC Conditions.
Updated Maximum sysIO Buffer Performance section. 
Updated MachXO3L External Switching Characteristics � C/E Device 
section. 

May 2014 00.3 Introduction Updated Features section.
Updated Table 1-1, MachXO3L Family Selection Guide. Moved 121-ball 
fcCSP arrow.
General update of Introduction section. 

Architecture General update.
Pinout Information Updated Pin Information Summary section. Updated or added data on 

WLCSP49, WLCSP81, CABGA324, and CABGA400 for specific devices.
Ordering Information Updated MachXO3L Part Number Description section. Updated or 

added data on WLCSP49, WLCSP81, CABGA324, and CABGA400 for 
specific devices.
Updated Ultra Low Power Commercial and Industrial Grade Devices, 
Halogen Free (RoHS) Packaging section. Added part numbers.

February 2014 00.2 DC and Switching 
Characteristics

Updated MachXO3L External Switching Characteristics � C/E Devices 
table. Removed LPDDR and DDR2 parameters.

00.1 � Initial release.
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