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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.

Details

Product Status Discontinued at Digi-Key

Number of LABs/CLBs 540

Number of Logic Elements/Cells 4320

Total RAM Bits 94208

Number of I/O 63

Number of Gates -

Voltage - Supply 1.14V ~ 1.26V

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Operating Temperature 0°C ~ 85°C (TJ)

Package / Case 81-UFBGA, WLCSP

Supplier Device Package 81-WLCSP (3.80x3.69)
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Architecture Overview
The MachXO3L/LF family architecture contains an array of logic blocks surrounded by Programmable I/O (PIO). All 
logic density devices in this family have sysCLOCK™ PLLs and blocks of sysMEM Embedded Block RAM (EBRs). 
Figure 2-1 and Figure 2-2 show the block diagrams of the various family members.

Figure 2-1. Top View of the MachXO3L/LF-1300 Device
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Notes:
• MachXO3L/LF-640 is similar to MachXO3L/LF-1300. MachXO3L/LF-640 has a lower LUT count.
• MachXO3L devices have NVCM, MachXO3LF devices have Flash.
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Figure 2-2. Top View of the MachXO3L/LF-4300 Device

The logic blocks, Programmable Functional Unit (PFU) and sysMEM EBR blocks, are arranged in a two-dimen-
sional grid with rows and columns. Each row has either the logic blocks or the EBR blocks. The PIO cells are 
located at the periphery of the device, arranged in banks. The PFU contains the building blocks for logic, arithmetic, 
RAM, ROM, and register functions. The PIOs utilize a flexible I/O buffer referred to as a sysIO buffer that supports 
operation with a variety of interface standards. The blocks are connected with many vertical and horizontal routing 
channel resources. The place and route software tool automatically allocates these routing resources.

In the MachXO3L/LF family, the number of sysIO banks varies by device. There are different types of I/O buffers on 
the different banks. Refer to the details in later sections of this document. The sysMEM EBRs are large, dedicated 
fast memory blocks. These blocks can be configured as RAM, ROM or FIFO. FIFO support includes dedicated 
FIFO pointer and flag “hard” control logic to minimize LUT usage.

The MachXO3L/LF registers in PFU and sysI/O can be configured to be SET or RESET. After power up and device 
is configured, the device enters into user mode with these registers SET/RESET according to the configuration set-
ting, allowing device entering to a known state for predictable system function.

The MachXO3L/LF architecture also provides up to two sysCLOCK Phase Locked Loop (PLL) blocks. These 
blocks are located at the ends of the on-chip NVCM/Flash block. The PLLs have multiply, divide, and phase shifting 
capabilities that are used to manage the frequency and phase relationships of the clocks.

MachXO3L/LF devices provide commonly used hardened functions such as SPI controller, I2C controller and timer/
counter.

MachXO3LF devices also provide User Flash Memory (UFM). These hardened functions and the UFM interface to 
the core logic and routing through a WISHBONE interface. The UFM can also be accessed through the SPI, I2C 
and JTAG ports.

Every device in the family has a JTAG port that supports programming and configuration of the device as well as 
access to the user logic. The MachXO3L/LF devices are available for operation from 3.3 V, 2.5 V and 1.2 V power 
sup-plies, providing easy integration into the overall system.
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Notes:
• MachXO3L/LF-1300, MachXO3L/LF-2100, MachXO3L/LF-6900 and MachXO3L/LF-9400 are similar to MachXO3L/LF-4300. MachXO3L/LF-1300 has a lower 
 LUT count, one PLL, and seven EBR blocks. MachXO3L/LF-2100 has a lower LUT count, one PLL, and eight EBR blocks. MachXO3L/LF-6900 has a higher 
 LUT count, two PLLs, and 26 EBR blocks. MachXO3L/LF-9400 has a higher LUT count, two PLLs, and 48 EBR blocks.

• MachXO3L devices have NVCM, MachXO3LF devices have Flash.
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sysMEM Embedded Block RAM Memory
The MachXO3L/LF devices contain sysMEM Embedded Block RAMs (EBRs). The EBR consists of a 9-Kbit RAM, 
with dedicated input and output registers. This memory can be used for a wide variety of purposes including data 
buffering, PROM for the soft processor and FIFO.

sysMEM Memory Block
The sysMEM block can implement single port, dual port, pseudo dual port, or FIFO memories. Each block can be 
used in a variety of depths and widths as shown in Table 2-5. 

CLKOP O Primary PLL output clock (with phase shift adjustment)

CLKOS O Secondary PLL output clock (with phase shift adjust)

CLKOS2 O Secondary PLL output clock2 (with phase shift adjust)

CLKOS3 O Secondary PLL output clock3 (with phase shift adjust)

LOCK O PLL LOCK, asynchronous signal. Active high indicates PLL is locked to input and feed-
back signals.

DPHSRC O Dynamic Phase source – ports or WISHBONE is active

STDBY I Standby signal to power down the PLL

RST I PLL reset without resetting the M-divider. Active high reset.

RESETM I PLL reset - includes resetting the M-divider. Active high reset.

RESETC I Reset for CLKOS2 output divider only. Active high reset.

RESETD I Reset for CLKOS3 output divider only. Active high reset.

ENCLKOP I Enable PLL output CLKOP

ENCLKOS I Enable PLL output CLKOS when port is active

ENCLKOS2 I Enable PLL output CLKOS2 when port is active

ENCLKOS3 I Enable PLL output CLKOS3 when port is active

PLLCLK I PLL data bus clock input signal

PLLRST I PLL data bus reset. This resets only the data bus not any register values.

PLLSTB I PLL data bus strobe signal

PLLWE I PLL data bus write enable signal

PLLADDR [4:0] I PLL data bus address

PLLDATI [7:0] I PLL data bus data input

PLLDATO [7:0] O PLL data bus data output

PLLACK O PLL data bus acknowledge signal

Table 2-4. PLL Signal Descriptions (Continued)

Port Name I/O Description

www.latticesemi.com/dynamic/view_document.cfm?document_id=21638
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TraceID
Each MachXO3L/LF device contains a unique (per device), TraceID that can be used for tracking purposes or for IP 
security applications. The TraceID is 64 bits long. Eight out of 64 bits are user-programmable, the remaining 56 bits 
are factory-programmed. The TraceID is accessible through the EFB WISHBONE interface and can also be 
accessed through the SPI, I2C, or JTAG interfaces.

Density Shifting
The MachXO3L/LF family has been designed to enable density migration within the same package. Furthermore, 
the architecture ensures a high success rate when performing design migration from lower density devices to 
higher density devices. In many cases, it is also possible to shift a lower utilization design targeted for a high-den-
sity device to a lower density device. However, the exact details of the final resource utilization will impact the likely 
success in each case. When migrating from lower to higher density or higher to lower density, ensure to review all 
the power supplies and NC pins of the chosen devices. For more details refer to the MachXO3 migration files.

http://www.latticesemi.com/dynamic/index.cfm?fuseaction=view_documents&document_type=32&sloc=01-01-02-05&source=sidebar
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Figure 2-18. I 2C Core Block Diagram

Table 2-14 describes the signals interfacing with the I2C cores.

Table 2-14. I 2C Core Signal Description

Hardened SPI IP Core
Every MachXO3L/LF device has a hard SPI IP core that can be configured as a SPI master or slave. When the IP 
core is configured as a master it will be able to control other SPI enabled chips connected to the SPI bus. When the 
core is configured as the slave, the device will be able to interface to an external SPI master. The SPI IP core on 
MachXO3L/LF devices supports the following functions:

� Configurable Master and Slave modes

� Full-Duplex data transfer

� Mode fault error flag with CPU interrupt capability

� Double-buffered data register

� Serial clock with programmable polarity and phase

� LSB First or MSB First Data Transfer

� Interface to custom logic through 8-bit WISHBONE interface

Signal Name I/O Description

i2c_scl Bi-directional

Bi-directional clock line of the I2C core. The signal is an output if the I2C core is in master 
mode. The signal is an input if the I2C core is in slave mode. MUST be routed directly to the 
pre-assigned I/O of the chip. Refer to the Pinout Information section of this document for 
detailed pad and pin locations of I2C ports in each MachXO3L/LF device. 

i2c_sda Bi-directional

Bi-directional data line of the I2C core. The signal is an output when data is transmitted from 
the I2C core. The signal is an input when data is received into the I2C core. MUST be routed 
directly to the pre-assigned I/O of the chip. Refer to the Pinout Information section of this 
document for detailed pad and pin locations of I2C ports in each MachXO3L/LF device. 

i2c_irqo Output

Interrupt request output signal of the I2C core. The intended usage of this signal is for it to be 
connected to the WISHBONE master controller (i.e. a microcontroller or state machine) and 
request an interrupt when a specific condition is met. These conditions are described with 
the I2C register definitions.

cfg_wake Output
Wake-up signal � To be connected only to the power module of the MachXO3L/LF device. 
The signal is enabled only if the �Wakeup Enable� feature has been set within the EFB GUI, 
I2C Tab.

cfg_stdby Output
Stand-by signal � To be connected only to the power module of the MachXO3L/LF device. 
The signal is enabled only if the �Wakeup Enable� feature has been set within the EFB GUI, 
I2C Tab.
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September 2015 1.5 DC and Switching 
Characteristics

Updated the MIPI D-PHY Emulation section. Revised Table 3-5, MIPI D-
PHY Output DC Conditions.
� Revised RL Typ. value. 
� Revised RH description and values.
Updated the Maximum sysIO Buffer Performance section. Revised MIPI 
Max. Speed value.
Updated the MachXO3L/LF External Switching Characteristics � C/E 
Devices section. Added footnotes 14 and 15.

August 2015 1.4 Architecture Updated the Device Configuration section. Added JTAGENB to TAP
dual purpose pins.

Ordering Information Updated the top side markings section to indicate the use of LMXO3LF 
for the LCMXO3LF device.

March 2015 1.3 All General update. Added MachXO3LF devices.
October 2014 1.2 Introduction Updated Table 1-1, MachXO3L Family Selection Guide. Revised XO3L-

2100 and XO3L-4300 IO for 324-ball csfBGA package.
Architecture Updated the Dual Boot section. Corrected information on where the pri-

mary bitstream and the golden image must reside.
Pinout Information Updated the Pin Information Summary section. 

Changed General Purpose IO Bank 5 values for MachXO3L-2100 and 
MachXO3L-4300 CSFBGA 324 package.
Changed Number 7:1 or 8:1 Gearboxes for MachXO3L-640 and 
MachXO3L-1300.
Removed DQS Groups (Bank 1) section.
Changed VCCIO Pins Bank 1 values for MachXO3L-1300, MachXO3L-
2100, MachXO3L-4300 and MachXO3L-6900 CSFBGA 256 package.
Changed GND values for MachXO3L-1300, MachXO3L-2100, 
MachXO3L-4300 and MachXO3L-6900 CSFBGA 256 package.
Changed NC values for MachXO3L-2100 and MachXO3L-4300 CSF-
BGA 324 package.

DC and Switching 
Characteristics

Updated the BLVDS section. Changed output impedance nominal values 
in Table 3-2, BLVDS DC Condition.
Updated the LVPECL section. Changed output impedance nominal value 
in Table 3-3, LVPECL DC Condition.
Updated the sysCONFIG Port Timing Specifications section. Updated 
INITN low time values.

July 2014 1.1 DC and Switching 
Characteristics

Updated the Static Supply Current � C/E Devices section. Added 
devices.
Updated the Programming and Erase Supply Current � C/E Device sec-
tion. Added devices.
Updated the sysIO Single-Ended DC Electrical Characteristics section. 
Revised footnote 4.
Added the NVCM Download Time section.
Updated the Typical Building Block Function Performance � C/E Devices  
section. Added information to footnote.

Pinout Information Updated the Pin Information Summary section. 
Ordering Information Updated the MachXO3L Part Number Description section. Added pack-

ages.
Updated the Ordering Information section. General update.

Date Version Section Change Summary
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Part Number LUTs Supply Voltage Speed Package Leads Temp.

LCMXO3LF-6900E-5MG256C 6900 1.2 V 5 Halogen-Free csfBGA 256 COM

LCMXO3LF-6900E-6MG256C 6900 1.2 V 6 Halogen-Free csfBGA 256 COM

LCMXO3LF-6900E-5MG256I 6900 1.2 V 5 Halogen-Free csfBGA 256 IND

LCMXO3LF-6900E-6MG256I 6900 1.2 V 6 Halogen-Free csfBGA 256 IND

LCMXO3LF-6900E-5MG324C 6900 1.2 V 5 Halogen-Free csfBGA 324 COM

LCMXO3LF-6900E-6MG324C 6900 1.2 V 6 Halogen-Free csfBGA 324 COM

LCMXO3LF-6900E-5MG324I 6900 1.2 V 5 Halogen-Free csfBGA 324 IND

LCMXO3LF-6900E-6MG324I 6900 1.2 V 6 Halogen-Free csfBGA 324 IND

LCMXO3LF-6900C-5BG256C 6900 2.5 V / 3.3 V 5 Halogen-Free caBGA 256 COM

LCMXO3LF-6900C-6BG256C 6900 2.5 V / 3.3 V 6 Halogen-Free caBGA 256 COM

LCMXO3LF-6900C-5BG256I 6900 2.5 V / 3.3 V 5 Halogen-Free caBGA 256 IND

LCMXO3LF-6900C-6BG256I 6900 2.5 V / 3.3 V 6 Halogen-Free caBGA 256 IND

LCMXO3LF-6900C-5BG324C 6900 2.5 V / 3.3 V 5 Halogen-Free caBGA 324 COM

LCMXO3LF-6900C-6BG324C 6900 2.5 V / 3.3 V 6 Halogen-Free caBGA 324 COM

LCMXO3LF-6900C-5BG324I 6900 2.5 V / 3.3 V 5 Halogen-Free caBGA 324 IND

LCMXO3LF-6900C-6BG324I 6900 2.5 V / 3.3 V 6 Halogen-Free caBGA 324 IND

LCMXO3LF-6900C-5BG400C 6900 2.5 V / 3.3 V 5 Halogen-Free caBGA 400 COM

LCMXO3LF-6900C-6BG400C 6900 2.5 V / 3.3 V 6 Halogen-Free caBGA 400 COM

LCMXO3LF-6900C-5BG400I 6900 2.5 V / 3.3 V 5 Halogen-Free caBGA 400 IND

LCMXO3LF-6900C-6BG400I 6900 2.5 V / 3.3 V 6 Halogen-Free caBGA 400 IND

Part Number LUTs Supply Voltage Speed Package Leads Temp.

LCMXO3LF-9400E-5MG256C 9400 1.2 V 5 Halogen-Free csfBGA 256 COM

LCMXO3LF-9400E-6MG256C 9400 1.2 V 6 Halogen-Free csfBGA 256 COM

LCMXO3LF-9400E-5MG256I 9400 1.2 V 5 Halogen-Free csfBGA 256 IND

LCMXO3LF-9400E-6MG256I 9400 1.2 V 6 Halogen-Free csfBGA 256 IND

LCMXO3LF-9400C-5BG256C 9400 2.5 V/3.3 V 5 Halogen-Free caBGA 256 COM

LCMXO3LF-9400C-6BG256C 9400 2.5 V/3.3 V 6 Halogen-Free caBGA 256 COM

LCMXO3LF-9400C-5BG256I 9400 2.5 V/3.3 V 5 Halogen-Free caBGA 256 IND

LCMXO3LF-9400C-6BG256I 9400 2.5 V/3.3 V 6 Halogen-Free caBGA 256 IND

LCMXO3LF-9400C-5BG400C 9400 2.5 V/3.3 V 5 Halogen-Free caBGA 400 COM

LCMXO3LF-9400C-6BG400C 9400 2.5 V/3.3 V 6 Halogen-Free caBGA 400 COM

LCMXO3LF-9400C-5BG400I 9400 2.5 V/3.3 V 5 Halogen-Free caBGA 400 IND

LCMXO3LF-9400C-6BG400I 9400 2.5 V/3.3 V 6 Halogen-Free caBGA 400 IND

LCMXO3LF-9400C-5BG484C 9400 2.5 V/3.3 V 5 Halogen-Free caBGA 484 COM

LCMXO3LF-9400C-6BG484C 9400 2.5 V/3.3 V 6 Halogen-Free caBGA 484 COM

LCMXO3LF-9400C-5BG484I 9400 2.5 V/3.3 V 5 Halogen-Free caBGA 484 IND

LCMXO3LF-9400C-6BG484I 9400 2.5 V/3.3 V 6 Halogen-Free caBGA 484 IND
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For Further Information
A variety of technical notes for the MachXO3 family are available on the Lattice web site.

• TN1282, MachXO3 sysCLOCK PLL Design and Usage Guide 

• TN1281, Implementing High-Speed Interfaces with MachXO3 Devices

• TN1280, MachXO3 sysIO Usage Guide

• TN1279, MachXO3 Programming and Configuration Usage Guide

• TN1074, PCB Layout Recommendations for BGA Packages

• TN1087, Minimizing System Interruption During Configuration Using TransFR Technology

• AN8066, Boundary Scan Testability with Lattice sysIO Capability

• MachXO3 Device Pinout Files

• Thermal Management document

• Lattice design tools
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