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Understanding Embedded - DSP (Digital
Signal Processors)

Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal Processors) are specialized
microprocessors designed to perform complex
mathematical computations on digital signals in real-time.
Unlike general-purpose processors, DSPs are optimized for
high-speed numeric processing tasks, making them ideal
for applications that require efficient and precise
manipulation of digital data. These processors are
fundamental in converting and processing signals in
various forms, including audio, video, and communication
signals, ensuring that data is accurately interpreted and
utilized in embedded systems.

Applications of Embedded - DSP (Digital
Signal Processors)

The applications of Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal
Processors) are vast and diverse, reflecting their critical
role in modern technology. In telecommunications, DSPs
are essential for signal modulation and demodulation, error
detection and correction, and data compression. In the
consumer electronics sector, DSPs enhance audio and
video processing, providing high-quality sound and image
rendering in devices like smartphones, televisions, and
home theater systems. Automotive systems utilize DSPs
for advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS),
infotainment, and engine management. Additionally,
industrial automation relies on DSPs for real-time control of
machinery and processes, while medical devices use them
for imaging and diagnostics, ensuring accurate and
efficient healthcare solutions.

Common Subcategories of Embedded - DSP
(Digital Signal Processors)

Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal Processors) can be
categorized into several common subcategories based on
their specific applications and performance characteristics.
General-purpose DSPs offer a versatile solution for a wide
range of signal processing tasks, providing balanced
performance and flexibility. High-performance DSPs are
designed for applications requiring significant
computational power and speed, such as real-time video
processing and advanced communication systems. Low-
power DSPs cater to battery-operated and portable
devices, ensuring energy-efficient operation without
compromising performance. Additionally, application-
specific DSPs are tailored for particular functions, such as
audio processing or motor control, offering optimized
performance for specific tasks.

Types of Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal
Processors)

There are various types of Embedded - DSP (Digital Signal
Processors), each suited to different needs and
applications. Fixed-point DSPs are designed for
applications where precision is critical but the range of
values is limited, such as audio processing. Floating-point
DSPs provide a broader range of values and greater

Details

Product Status Obsolete

Type Blackfin+

Interface CAN, Ethernet, SPI, SSP, TWI, UART

Clock Rate 400MHz

Non-Volatile Memory Boot ROM (2kB)

On-Chip RAM 132kB

Voltage - I/O 3.00V, 3.30V

Voltage - Core 1.20V

Operating Temperature -40°C ~ 105°C (TA)

Mounting Type Surface Mount

Package / Case 208-FBGA, CSPBGA

Supplier Device Package 208-CSPBGA (17x17)
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memory space, the processor starts executing from the on-chip 
boot ROM. For more information, see Booting Modes on 
Page 16.

Event Handling

The event controller on the Blackfin processor handles all asyn-
chronous and synchronous events to the processor. The 
Blackfin processor provides event handling that supports both 
nesting and prioritization. Nesting allows multiple event service 
routines to be active simultaneously. Prioritization ensures that 
servicing of a higher priority event takes precedence over servic-
ing of a lower priority event. The controller provides support for 
five different types of events: 

• Emulation – An emulation event causes the processor to 
enter emulation mode, allowing command and control of 
the processor via the JTAG interface.

• Reset – This event resets the processor.
• Nonmaskable Interrupt (NMI) – The NMI event can be 

generated by the software watchdog timer or by the NMI 
input signal to the processor. The NMI event is frequently 
used as a power-down indicator to initiate an orderly shut-
down of the system.

• Exceptions – Events that occur synchronously to program 
flow (in other words, the exception is taken before the 
instruction is allowed to complete). Conditions such as 
data alignment violations and undefined instructions cause 
exceptions.

• Interrupts – Events that occur asynchronously to program 
flow. They are caused by input pins, timers, and other 
peripherals, as well as by an explicit software instruction.

Each event type has an associated register to hold the return 
address and an associated return-from-event instruction. When 
an event is triggered, the state of the processor is saved on the 
supervisor stack.
The Blackfin processor event controller consists of two stages: 
the core event controller (CEC) and the system interrupt con-
troller (SIC). The core event controller works with the system 
interrupt controller to prioritize and control all system events. 
Conceptually, interrupts from the peripherals enter into the 
SIC, and are then routed directly into the general-purpose inter-
rupts of the CEC. 

Figure 3. ADSP-BF534/ADSP-BF536/ADSP-BF537 Memory Maps
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Capacitive Loading
Output delays and holds are based on standard capacitive loads: 
30 pF on all pins (see Figure 50). Figure 51 through Figure 60 on 
Page 55 show how output rise time varies with capacitance. The 
delay and hold specifications given should be derated by a factor 
derived from these figures. The graphs in these figures may not 
be linear outside the ranges shown.

Figure 50. Equivalent Device Loading for AC Measurements
 (Includes All Fixtures)
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NOTES:
THE WORST CASE TRANSMISSION LINE DELAY IS SHOWN AND CAN BE USED
FOR THE OUTPUT TIMING ANALYSIS TO REFELECT THE TRANSMISSION LINE
EFFECT AND MUST BE CONSIDERED. THE TRANSMISSION LINE (TD) IS FOR 
LOAD ONLY AND DOES NOT AFFECT THE DATA SHEET TIMING SPECIFICATIONS.

ANALOG DEVICES RECOMMENDS USING THE IBIS MODEL TIMING FOR A GIVEN 
SYSTEM REQUIREMENT. IF NECESSARY, A SYSTEM MAY INCORPORATE 
EXTERNAL DRIVERS TO COMPENSATE FOR ANY TIMING DIFFERENCES. 
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Figure 51. Typical Output Delay or Hold for Driver A at VDDEXT Min

Figure 52. Typical Output Delay or Hold for Driver A at VDDEXT Max
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