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FPGA Array Architecture in Low Power Flash Devices
FPGA Array Architecture Support 
The flash FPGAs listed in Table 1-1 support the architecture features described in this document.

IGLOO Terminology
In documentation, the terms IGLOO series and IGLOO devices refer to all of the IGLOO devices as listed
in Table 1-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these exclusions
will be explicitly stated. 

ProASIC3 Terminology
In documentation, the terms ProASIC3 series and ProASIC3 devices refer to all of the ProASIC3 devices
as listed in Table 1-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these
exclusions will be explicitly stated.
To further understand the differences between the IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices, refer to the Industry’s
Lowest Power FPGAs Portfolio.

Table 1-1 • Flash-Based FPGAs

Series Family* Description

IGLOO® IGLOO Ultra-low power 1.2 V to 1.5 V FPGAs with Flash*Freeze technology

IGLOOe Higher density IGLOO FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards

IGLOO nano The industry’s lowest-power, smallest-size solution

IGLOO PLUS IGLOO FPGAs with enhanced I/O capabilities

ProASIC®3 ProASIC3 Low power, high-performance 1.5 V FPGAs

ProASIC3E Higher density ProASIC3 FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards

ProASIC3 nano Lowest-cost solution with enhanced I/O capabilities

ProASIC3L ProASIC3 FPGAs supporting 1.2 V to 1.5 V with Flash*Freeze technology

RT ProASIC3 Radiation-tolerant RT3PE600L and RT3PE3000L

Military ProASIC3/EL Military temperature A3PE600L, A3P1000, and A3PE3000L

Automotive ProASIC3 ProASIC3 FPGAs qualified for automotive applications 

Fusion Fusion Mixed signal FPGA integrating ProASIC3 FPGA fabric, programmable
analog block, support for ARM® Cortex™-M1 soft processors, and flash
memory into a monolithic device

Note: *The device names link to the appropriate datasheet, including product brief, DC and switching characteristics,
and packaging information.
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ProASIC3L FPGA Fabric User’s Guide
• The device is reset upon exiting Flash*Freeze mode or internal state saving is not required.
• State saving is required, but data and clock management is performed external to the FPGA. In

other words, incoming data is externally guaranteed and held valid prior to entering Flash*Freeze
mode.

Type 2 Flash*Freeze mode is ideally suited for applications with the following design criteria:
• Entering Flash*Freeze mode is dependent on an internal or external signal in addition to the

external FF pin.
• State saving is required and incoming data is not externally guaranteed valid.
• The designer wants to use his/her own Flash*Freeze management IP for clock and data

management.
• The designer wants to use his/her own Flash*Freeze management logic for clock and data

management.
• Internal housekeeping is required prior to entering Flash*Freeze mode. Housekeeping activities

may include loading data to SRAM, system shutdown, completion of current task, or ensuring
valid Flash*Freeze pin assertion.

There is no downside to type 2 mode, and Microsemi's Flash*Freeze management IP offers a very low
tile count clock and data management solution. Microsemi's recommendation for most designs is to use
type 2 Flash*Freeze mode with Flash*Freeze management IP. 

Design Solutions
Clocks

• Microsemi recommends using a completely synchronous design in Type 2 mode with
Flash*Freeze management IP cleanly gating all internal and external clocks. This will prevent
narrow pulses upon entrance and exit from Flash*Freeze mode (Figure 2-5 on page 30).

• Upon entering Flash*Freeze mode, external clocks become tied off High, internal to the clock pin
(unless hold state is used on IGLOO nano or IGLOO PLUS), and PLLs are turned off. Any clock
that is externally Low will realize a Low to High transition internal to the device while entering
Flash*Freeze. If clocks will float during Flash*Freeze mode, Microsemi recommends using the
weak pull-up feature. If clocks will continue to drive the device during Flash*Freeze mode, the
clock gating (filter) available in Flash*Freeze management IP can help to filter unwanted narrow
clock pulses upon Flash*Freeze mode entry and exit.

• Clocks may continue to drive FPGA pins while the device is in Flash*Freeze mode, with virtually
no power consumption. The weak pull-up/-down configuration will result in unnecessary power
consumption if used in this scenario.

• Floating clocks can cause totem pole currents on the input I/O circuitry when the device is in
active mode. If clocks are externally gated prior to entering Flash*Freeze mode, Microsemi
recommends gating them to a known value (preferably '1', to avoid a possible narrow pulse upon
Flash*Freeze mode exit), and not leaving them floating. However, during Flash*Freeze mode, all
inputs and clocks are internally tied off to prevent totem pole currents, so they can be left floating. 

• Upon exiting Flash*Freeze mode, the design must allow maximum acquisition time for the PLL to
acquire the lock signal, and for a PLL clock to become active.  If a PLL output clock is used as the
primary clock for Flash*Freeze management IP, it is important to note that the clock gating circuit
will only release other clocks after the primary PLL output clock becomes available. 
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Global Resources in Low Power Flash Devices
v1.1
(March 2008)

The "Global Architecture" section was updated to include the IGLOO PLUS
family. The bullet was revised to include that the west CCC does not contain a
PLL core in 15 k and 30 k devices. Instances of "A3P030 and AGL030 devices"
were replaced with "15 k and 30 k gate devices."

47

v1.1
(continued)

Table 3-1 • Flash-Based FPGAs and the accompanying text was updated to
include the IGLOO PLUS family. The "IGLOO Terminology" section and
"ProASIC3 Terminology" section are new.

48

The "VersaNet Global Network Distribution" section, "Spine Architecture" section,
the note in Figure 3-1 • Overview of VersaNet Global Network and Device
Architecture, and the note in Figure 3-3 • Simplified VersaNet Global Network
(60 k gates and above) were updated to include mention of 15 k gate devices.

49, 50

Table 3-4 • Globals/Spines/Rows for IGLOO and ProASIC3 Devices was updated
to add the A3P015 device, and to revise the values for clock trees, globals/spines
per tree, and globals/spines per device for the A3P030 and AGL030 devices.

57

Table 3-5 • Globals/Spines/Rows for IGLOO PLUS Devices is new. 58

CLKBUF_LVCMOS12 was added to Table 3-9 • I/O Standards within CLKBUF. 63

The "User’s Guides" section was updated to include the three different I/O
Structures chapters for ProASIC3 and IGLOO device families.

74

v1.0
(January 2008)

Figure 3-3 • Simplified VersaNet Global Network (60 k gates and above) was
updated.

50

The "Naming of Global I/Os" section was updated. 51

The "Using Global Macros in Synplicity" section was updated. 66

The "Global Promotion and Demotion Using PDC" section was updated. 67

The "Designer Flow for Global Assignment" section was updated. 69

The "Simple Design Example" section was updated. 71

51900087-0/1.05
(January 2005)

Table 3-4 • Globals/Spines/Rows for IGLOO and ProASIC3 Devices was
updated.

57

Date Changes Page
76 Revision 4



Clock Conditioning Circuits in Low Power Flash Devices and Mixed Signal FPGAs
Figure 4-7 • Clock Input Sources (30 k gates devices and below)

Notes:
1. Represents the global input pins. Globals have direct access to the clock conditioning block and are 

not routed via the FPGA fabric. Refer to the "User I/O Naming Conventions in I/O Structures" chapter 
of the appropriate device user’s guide. 

2. Instantiate the routed clock source input as follows:
a) Connect the output of a logic element to the clock input of a PLL, CLKDLY, or CLKINT macro.
b) Do not place a clock source I/O (INBUF or INBUF_LVPECL/LVDS/B-LVDS/M-LVDS/DDR) in

a relevant global pin location. 
3. IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano devices do not support differential inputs.
Figure 4-8 • Clock Input Sources Including CLKBUF, CLKBUF_LVDS/LVPECL, and CLKINT (60 k 

gates devices and above)
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Clock Conditioning Circuits in Low Power Flash Devices and Mixed Signal FPGAs
Note: Fusion CCCs have additional source selections (RCOSC, XTAL).
Figure 4-9 • Illustration of Hardwired I/O (global input pins) Usage for IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices 60 k Gates 

and Larger

Figure 4-10 • Illustration of Hardwired I/O (global input pins) Usage for IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices 30 k 
Gates and Smaller
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Clock Conditioning Circuits in Low Power Flash Devices and Mixed Signal FPGAs
CCC Locations
CCCs located in the middle of the east and west sides of the device access the three VersaNet global 
networks on each side (six total networks), while the four CCCs located in the four corners access three 
quadrant global networks (twelve total networks). See Figure 4-13.

The following explains the locations of the CCCs in IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices:
In Figure 4-15 on page 98 through Figure 4-16 on page 98, CCCs with integrated PLLs are indicated in 
red, and simplified CCCs are indicated in yellow. There is a letter associated with each location of the 
CCC, in clockwise order. The upper left corner CCC is named "A," the upper right is named "B," and so 
on. These names finish up at the middle left with letter "F."

Figure 4-13 • Global Network Architecture for 60 k Gate Devices and Above
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ProASIC3L FPGA Fabric User’s Guide
Place-and-Route Stage Considerations
Several considerations must be noted to properly place the CCC macros for layout.
For CCCs with clock inputs configured with the Hardwired I/O–Driven option:

• PLL macros must have the clock input pad coming from one of the GmA* locations.
• CLKDLY macros must have the clock input pad coming from one of the Global I/Os.

If a PLL with a Hardwired I/O input is used at a CCC location and a Hardwired I/O–Driven CLKDLY 
macro is used at the same CCC location, the clock input of the CLKDLY macro must be chosen from one 
of the GmB* or GmC* pin locations. If the PLL is not used or is an External I/O–Driven or Core Logic–
Driven PLL, the clock input of the CLKDLY macro can be sourced from the GmA*, GmB*, or GmC* pin 
locations.
For CCCs with clock inputs configured with the External I/O–Driven option, the clock input pad can be 
assigned to any regular I/O location (IO******** pins). Note that since global I/O pins can also be used as 
regular I/Os, regardless of CCC function (CLKDLY or PLL), clock inputs can also be placed in any of 
these I/O locations.
By default, the Designer layout engine will place global nets in the design at one of the six chip globals. 
When the number of globals in the design is greater than six, the Designer layout engine will 
automatically assign additional globals to the quadrant global networks of the low power flash devices. If 
the user wishes to decide which global signals should be assigned to chip globals (six available) and 
which to the quadrant globals (three per quadrant for a total of 12 available), the assignment can be 
achieved with PinEditor, ChipPlanner, or by importing a placement constraint file. Layout will fail if the 

Figure 4-31 • Static Timing Analysis Using SmartTime
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I/O Structures in IGLOO and ProASIC3 Devices
• In Active and Static modes:
– Input buffers with pull-up, driven Low
– Input buffers with pull-down, driven High
– Bidirectional buffers with pull-up, driven Low
– Bidirectional buffers with pull-down, driven High
– Output buffers with pull-up, driven Low
– Output buffers with pull-down, driven High
– Tristate buffers with pull-up, driven Low
– Tristate buffers with pull-down, driven High

• In Flash*Freeze mode:
– Input buffers with pull-up, driven Low
– Input buffers with pull-down, driven High
– Bidirectional buffers with pull-up, driven Low
– Bidirectional buffers with pull-down, driven High

Electrostatic Discharge Protection
Low power flash devices are tested per JEDEC Standard JESD22-A114-B.
These devices contain clamp diodes at every I/O, global, and power pad. Clamp diodes protect all device
pads against damage from ESD as well as from excessive voltage transients. 
All IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices are tested to the Human Body Model (HBM) and the Charged Device
Model (CDM).
Each I/O has two clamp diodes. One diode has its positive (P) side connected to the pad and its negative
(N) side connected to VCCI. The second diode has its P side connected to GND and its N side
connected to the pad. During operation, these diodes are normally biased in the off state, except when
transient voltage is significantly above VCCI or below GND levels. 
In 30K gate devices, the first diode is always off. In other devices, the clamp diode is always on and
cannot be switched off.
By selecting the appropriate I/O configuration, the diode is turned on or off. Refer to Table 7-12 on
page 193 for more information about the I/O standards and the clamp diode.
The second diode is always connected to the pad, regardless of the I/O configuration selected.
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ProASIC3L FPGA Fabric User’s Guide
Table 7-19 shows some high-level interfacing examples using low power flash devices. 

Conclusion
IGLOO and ProASIC3 support for multiple I/O standards minimizes board-level components and makes
possible a wide variety of applications. The Microsemi Designer software, integrated with Libero SoC,
presents a clear visual display of I/O assignments, allowing users to verify I/O and board-level design
requirements before programming the device. The IGLOO and ProASIC3 device I/O features and
functionalities ensure board designers can produce low-cost and low power FPGA applications fulfilling
the complexities of contemporary design needs. 

Table 7-19 • High-Level Interface Examples

Interface

Clock I/O

Type Frequency Type Signals In Signals Out Data I/O

GM Src Sync 125 MHz LVTTL 8 8 125 Mbps

TBI Src Sync 125 MHz LVTTL 10 10 125 Mbps

XSBI Src Sync 644 MHz LVDS 16 16 644 Mbps

XGMI Src Sync DDR 156 MHz HSTL1 32 32 312 Mbps

FlexBus 3 Sys Sync 104 MHz LVTTL ≤ 32 ≤ 32 ≤ 104

Pos-PHY3/SPI-3 Sys Sync 104 LVTTL 8, 16, 32 8, 16, 32 ≤ 104 Mbps

FlexBus 4/SPI-4.1 Src Sync 200 MHz HSTL1 16,64 16,64 200 Mbps

Pos-PHY4/SPI-4.2 Src Sync DDR ≥ 311 MHz LVDS 16 16 ≥ 622 Mbps

SFI-4.1 Src Sync 622 MHz LVDS 16 16 622 Mbps

CSIX L1 Sys Sync ≤ 250 MHz HSTL1 32,64,96,128 32,64,96,128 ≤ 250 Mbps

Hyper Transport Sys Sync DDR ≤ 800 MHz LVDS 2,4,8,16 2,4,8,16 ≤ 1.6 Gbps

Rapid I/O Parallel Sys Sync DDR 250 MHz – 1 GHz LVDS 8,16 8,16 ≤ 2 Gbps

Star Fabric CDR LVDS 4 4 622 Mbps

Note: Sys Sync = System Synchronous Clocking, Src Sync = Source Synchronous Clocking, and CDR = Clock and
Data Recovery.
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I/O Structures in IGLOOe and ProASIC3E Devices
5 V Input and Output Tolerance
IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices are both 5 V-input– and 5 V–output–tolerant if certain I/O standards are 
selected. Table 8-6 on page 218 shows the I/O standards that support 5 V input tolerance. Only 3.3 V 
LVTTL/LVCMOS standards support 5 V output tolerance. Refer to the appropriate family datasheet for 
detailed description and configuration information.
This feature is not shown in the I/O Attribute Editor.

5 V Input Tolerance
I/Os can support 5 V input tolerance when LVTTL 3.3 V, LVCMOS 3.3 V, LVCMOS 2.5 V, and LVCMOS 
2.5 V / 5.0 V configurations are used (see Table 8-13 on page 231). There are four recommended 
solutions for achieving 5 V receiver tolerance (see Figure 8-10 on page 233 to Figure 8-13 on page 235 
for details of board and macro setups). All the solutions meet a common requirement of limiting the 
voltage at the input to 3.6 V or less. In fact, the I/O absolute maximum voltage rating is 3.6 V, and any 
voltage above 3.6 V may cause long-term gate oxide failures. 

Solution 1
The board-level design must ensure that the reflected waveform at the pad does not exceed the limits 
provided in the recommended operating conditions in the datasheet. This is a requirement to ensure 
long-term reliability.
This scheme will also work for a 3.3 V PCI/PCI-X configuration, but the internal diode should not be used for 
clamping, and the voltage must be limited by the two external resistors as explained below. Relying on 
the diode clamping would create an excessive pad DC voltage of 3.3 V + 0.7 V = 4 V.
This solution requires two board resistors, as demonstrated in Figure 8-10 on page 233. Here are some 
examples of possible resistor values (based on a simplified simulation model with no line effects and 
10 Ω transmitter output resistance, where Rtx_out_high = [VCCI – VOH] / IOH and 
Rtx_out_low = VOL / IOL).
Example 1 (high speed, high current):

Rtx_out_high = Rtx_out_low = 10 Ω

R1 = 36 Ω (±5%), P(r1)min = 0.069 Ω

R2 = 82 Ω (±5%), P(r2)min = 0.158 Ω

Imax_tx = 5.5 V / (82 × 0.95 + 36 × 0.95 + 10) = 45.04 mA

tRISE = tFALL = 0.85 ns at C_pad_load = 10 pF (includes up to 25% safety margin)

tRISE = tFALL = 4 ns at C_pad_load = 50 pF (includes up to 25% safety margin)

Example 2 (low-medium speed, medium current):

Rtx_out_high = Rtx_out_low = 10 Ω

R1 = 220 Ω (±5%), P(r1)min = 0.018 Ω

R2 = 390 Ω (±5%), P(r2)min = 0.032 Ω

Imax_tx = 5.5 V / (220 × 0.95 + 390 × 0.95 + 10) = 9.17 mA

tRISE = tFALL = 4 ns at C_pad_load = 10 pF (includes up to 25% safety margin)

tRISE = tFALL = 20 ns at C_pad_load = 50 pF (includes up to 25% safety margin)

Other values of resistors are also allowed as long as the resistors are sized appropriately to limit the 
voltage at the receiving end to 2.5 V < Vin(rx) < 3.6 V when the transmitter sends a logic 1. This range of 
Vin_dc(rx) must be assured for any combination of transmitter supply (5 V ± 0.5 V), transmitter output 
resistance, and board resistor tolerances.
Temporary overshoots are allowed according to the overshoot and undershoot table in the datasheet.
232 Revision 4



ProASIC3L FPGA Fabric User’s Guide
I/O Register Combining
Every I/O has several embedded registers in the I/O tile that are close to the I/O pads. Rather than using 
the internal register from the core, the user has the option of using these registers for faster clock-to-out 
timing, and external hold and setup. When combining these registers at the I/O buffer, some architectural 
rules must be met. Provided these rules are met, the user can enable register combining globally during 
Compile (as shown in the "Compiling the Design" section on page 261).
This feature is supported by all I/O standards.

Rules for Registered I/O Function
1. The fanout between an I/O pin (D, Y, or E) and a register must be equal to one for combining to be 

considered on that pin.
2. All registers (Input, Output, and Output Enable) connected to an I/O must share the same clear or 

preset function:
– If one of the registers has a CLR pin, all the other registers that are candidates for combining 

in the I/O must have a CLR pin.
– If one of the registers has a PRE pin, all the other registers that are candidates for combining 

in the I/O must have a PRE pin.
– If one of the registers has neither a CLR nor a PRE pin, all the other registers that are 

candidates for combining must have neither a CLR nor a PRE pin.
– If the clear or preset pins are present, they must have the same polarity.
– If the clear or preset pins are present, they must be driven by the same signal (net).

3. Registers connected to an I/O on the Output and Output Enable pins must have the same clock 
and enable function:
– Both the Output and Output Enable registers must have an E pin (clock enable), or none at all.
– If the E pins are present, they must have the same polarity. The CLK pins must also have the 

same polarity.
In some cases, the user may want registers to be combined with the input of a bibuf while maintaining the 
output as-is. This can be achieved by using PDC commands as follows:
set_io <signal name> -REGISTER yes ------register will combine
set_preserve <signal name> ----register will not combine

Weak Pull-Up and Weak Pull-Down Resistors
When the I/O is pulled up, it is connected to the VCCI of its corresponding I/O bank. When it is pulled 
down, it is connected to GND. Refer to the datasheet for more information.
For low power applications, configuration of the pull-up or pull-down of the I/O can be used to set the I/O 
to a known state while the device is in Flash*Freeze mode. Refer to the "Flash*Freeze Technology and 
Low Power Modes in IGLOO and ProASIC3L Devices" chapter in the IGLOOe FPGA Fabric User’s 
Guide or ProASIC3E FPGA Fabric User’s Guide for more information.
The Flash*Freeze (FF) pin cannot be configured with a weak pull-down or pull-up I/O attribute, as the 
signal needs to be driven at all times.

Output Slew Rate Control
The slew rate is the amount of time an input signal takes to get from logic LOW to logic HIGH or vice 
versa.
It is commonly defined as the propagation delay between 10% and 90% of the signal's voltage swing. 
Slew rate control is available for the output buffers of low power flash devices. The output buffer has a 
programmable slew rate for both HIGH-to-LOW and LOW-to-HIGH transitions. Slew rate control is 
available for LVTTL, LVCMOS, and PCI-X I/O standards. The other I/O standards have a preset slew 
value.
The slew rate can be implemented by using a PDC command (Table 8-6 on page 218), setting it "High" 
or "Low" in the I/O Attribute Editor in Designer, or instantiating a special I/O macro. The default slew rate 
value is "High."
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I/O Software Control in Low Power Flash Devices
I/O Function
Figure 9-8 shows an example of the I/O Function table included in the I/O bank report:

This table lists the number of input I/Os, output I/Os, bidirectional I/Os, and differential input and output
I/O pairs that use I/O and DDR registers.
Note: IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano devices do not support differential inputs.
Certain rules must be met to implement registered and DDR I/O functions (refer to the I/O Structures
section of the handbook for the device you are using and the "DDR" section on page 256).

I/O Technology
The I/O Technology table (shown in Figure 9-9) gives the values of VCCI and VREF (reference voltage)
for all the I/O standards used in the design. The user should assign these voltages appropriately.  

Figure 9-8 • I/O Function Table

Figure 9-9 • I/O Technology Table
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Programming Flash Devices
Programming Support in Flash Devices 
The flash FPGAs listed in Table 11-1 support flash in-system programming and the functions described in 
this document. 

IGLOO Terminology
In documentation, the terms IGLOO series and IGLOO devices refer to all of the IGLOO devices as listed 
in Table 11-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these exclusions 
will be explicitly stated. 

ProASIC3 Terminology
In documentation, the terms ProASIC3 series and ProASIC3 devices refer to all of the ProASIC3 devices 
as listed in Table 11-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these 
exclusions will be explicitly stated.
To further understand the differences between the IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices, refer to the Industry’s 
Lowest Power FPGAs Portfolio.

Table 11-1 • Flash-Based FPGAs

Series Family* Description

IGLOO IGLOO Ultra-low power 1.2 V to 1.5 V FPGAs with Flash*Freeze technology

IGLOOe Higher density IGLOO FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards

IGLOO nano The industry’s lowest-power, smallest-size solution, supporting 1.2 V to 1.5 V 
core voltage with Flash*Freeze technology

IGLOO PLUS IGLOO FPGAs with enhanced I/O capabilities

ProASIC3 ProASIC3 Low power, high-performance 1.5 V FPGAs

ProASIC3E Higher density ProASIC3 FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards

ProASIC3 nano Lowest-cost solution with enhanced I/O capabilities

ProASIC3L ProASIC3 FPGAs supporting 1.2 V to 1.5 V core voltage with Flash*Freeze 
technology

RT ProASIC3 Radiation-tolerant RT3PE600L and RT3PE3000L

Military ProASIC3/EL Military temperature A3PE600L, A3P1000, and A3PE3000L

Automotive ProASIC3 ProASIC3 FPGAs qualified for automotive applications 

SmartFusion SmartFusion Mixed-signal FPGA integrating FPGA fabric, programmable microcontroller 
subsystem (MSS), including programmable analog and ARM® Cortex™-M3 
hard processor and flash memory in a monolithic device

Fusion Fusion Mixed signal FPGA integrating ProASIC3 FPGA fabric, programmable 
analog block, support for ARM® Cortex™-M1 soft processors, and flash 
memory into a monolithic device

ProASIC ProASIC First generation ProASIC devices

ProASICPLUS Second generation ProASIC devices

Note: *The device names link to the appropriate datasheet, including product brief, DC and switching characteristics, 
and packaging information.
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In-System Programming (ISP) of Microsemi’s Low Power Flash Devices Using FlashPro4/3/3X
IEEE 1532 (JTAG) Interface 
The supported industry-standard IEEE 1532 programming interface builds on the IEEE 1149.1 (JTAG)
standard. IEEE 1532 defines the standardized process and methodology for ISP. Both silicon and
software issues are addressed in IEEE 1532 to create a simplified ISP environment. Any IEEE 1532
compliant programmer can be used to program low power flash devices. Device serialization is not
supported when using the IEEE1532 standard. Refer to the standard for detailed information about IEEE
1532.

Security
Unlike SRAM-based FPGAs that require loading at power-up from an external source such as a
microcontroller or boot PROM, Microsemi nonvolatile devices are live at power-up, and there is no
bitstream required to load the device when power is applied. The unique flash-based architecture
prevents reverse engineering of the programmed code on the device, because the programmed data is
stored in nonvolatile memory cells. Each nonvolatile memory cell is made up of small capacitors and any
physical deconstruction of the device will disrupt stored electrical charges.
Each low power flash device has a built-in 128-bit Advanced Encryption Standard (AES) decryption core,
except for the 30 k gate devices and smaller. Any FPGA core or FlashROM content loaded into the
device can optionally be sent as encrypted bitstream and decrypted as it is loaded. This is particularly
suitable for applications where device updates must be transmitted over an unsecured network such as
the Internet. The embedded AES decryption core can prevent sensitive data from being intercepted
(Figure 13-1 on page 331). A single 128-bit AES Key (32 hex characters) is used to encrypt FPGA core
programming data and/or FlashROM programming data in the Microsemi tools. The low power flash
devices also decrypt with a single 128-bit AES Key. In addition, low power flash devices support a
Message Authentication Code (MAC) for authentication of the encrypted bitstream on-chip. This allows
the encrypted bitstream to be authenticated and prevents erroneous data from being programmed into
the device. The FPGA core, FlashROM, and Flash Memory Blocks (FBs), in Fusion only, can be updated
independently using a programming file that is AES-encrypted (cipher text) or uses plain text.
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15 – Microprocessor Programming of Microsemi’s 
Low Power Flash Devices

Introduction
The Fusion, IGLOO, and ProASIC3 families of flash FPGAs support in-system programming (ISP) with
the use of a microprocessor. Flash-based FPGAs store their configuration information in the actual cells
within the FPGA fabric. SRAM-based devices need an external configuration memory, and hybrid
nonvolatile devices store the configuration in a flash memory inside the same package as the SRAM
FPGA. Since the programming of a true flash FPGA is simpler, requiring only one stage, it makes sense
that programming with a microprocessor in-system should be simpler than with other SRAM FPGAs.
This reduces bill-of-materials costs and printed circuit board (PCB) area, and increases system reliability.
Nonvolatile flash technology also gives the low power flash devices the advantage of a secure, low
power, live-at-power-up, and single-chip solution. Low power flash devices are reprogrammable and offer
time-to-market benefits at an ASIC-level unit cost. These features enable engineers to create high-
density systems using existing ASIC or FPGA design flows and tools.
This document is an introduction to microprocessor programming only. To explain the difference between
the options available, user's guides for DirectC and STAPL provide more detail on implementing each
style.

Figure 15-1 • ISP Using Microprocessor 
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UJTAG Applications in Microsemi’s Low Power Flash Devices
Silicon Testing and Debugging
In many applications, the design needs to be tested, debugged, and verified on real silicon or in the final
embedded application. To debug and test the functionality of designs, users may need to monitor some
internal logic (or nets) during device operation. The approach of adding design test pins to monitor the
critical internal signals has many disadvantages, such as limiting the number of user I/Os. Furthermore,
adding external I/Os for test purposes may require additional or dedicated board area for testing and
debugging. 
The UJTAG tiles of low power flash devices offer a flexible and cost-effective solution for silicon test and
debug applications. In this solution, the signals under test are shifted out to the TDO pin of the TAP
Controller. The main advantage is that all the test signals are monitored from the TDO pin; no pins or
additional board-level resources are required. Figure 17-6 illustrates this technique. Multiple test nets are
brought into an internal MUX architecture. The selection of the MUX is done using the contents of the
TAP Controller instruction register, where individual instructions (values from 16 to 127) correspond to
different signals under test. The selected test signal can be synchronized with the rising or falling edge of
TCK (optional) and sent out to UTDO to drive the TDO output of JTAG. 
For flash devices, TDO (the output) is configured as low slew and the highest drive strength available in
the technology and/or device. Here are some examples: 

1. If the device is A3P1000 and VCCI is 3.3 V, TDO will be configured as LVTTL 3.3 V output,
24 mA, low slew. 

2. If the device is AGLN020 and VCCI is 1.8 V, TDO will be configured as LVCMOS 1.8 V output,
4 mA, low slew. 

3. If the device is AGLE300 and VCCI is 2.5 V, TDO will be configured as LVCMOS 2.5 V output,
24 mA, low slew. 

The test and debug procedure is not limited to the example in Figure 17-5 on page 369. Users can
customize the debug and test interface to make it appropriate for their applications. For example, multiple
test signals can be registered and then sent out through UTDO, each at a different edge of TCK. In other
words, n signals are sampled with an FTCK / n sampling rate. The bandwidth of the information sent out
to TDO is always proportional to the frequency of TCK. 

Figure 17-6 • UJTAG Usage Example in Test and Debug Applications
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A – Summary of Changes

History of Revision to Chapters
The following table lists chapters that were affected in each revision of this document. Each chapter
includes its own change history because it may appear in other device family user’s guides. Refer to the
individual chapter for a list of specific changes. 

Revision
(month/year) Chapter Affected

List of Changes
(page number)

Revision 4
(September 2012)

"Microprocessor Programming of Microsemi’s Low Power Flash Devices" was
revised.

356

Revision 3
(August 2012)

"FPGA Array Architecture in Low Power Flash Devices" was revised. 20

"Clock Conditioning Circuits in Low Power Flash Devices and Mixed Signal
FPGAs" was revised. 

129

"SRAM and FIFO Memories in Microsemi's Low Power Flash Devices" was
revised.

173

"I/O Structures in IGLOO and ProASIC3 Devices" was revised. 210

"I/O Structures in IGLOOe and ProASIC3E Devices" was revised. 249

The "Pin Descriptions" and "Packaging" chapters were removed. This
information is now published in the datasheet for each product line (SAR
34773).

"In-System Programming (ISP) of Microsemi’s Low Power Flash Devices Using
FlashPro4/3/3X" was revised.

339

"Boundary Scan in Low Power Flash Devices" was revised. 362

Revision 2
(December 2011)

"Clock Conditioning Circuits in Low Power Flash Devices and Mixed Signal
FPGAs" was revised.

129

"UJTAG Applications in Microsemi’s Low Power Flash Devices" was revised. 372

Revision 1
(June 2011)

"Clock Conditioning Circuits in Low Power Flash Devices and Mixed Signal
FPGAs" was revised. 

129

"I/O Structures in IGLOO and ProASIC3 Devices" was revised. 210

"I/O Structures in IGLOOe and ProASIC3E Devices" was revised. 249

"I/O Software Control in Low Power Flash Devices" was revised. 270

"In-System Programming (ISP) of Microsemi’s Low Power Flash Devices Using
FlashPro4/3/3X" was revised.

339

Revision 0
(July 2010)

The ProASIC3L Flash Family FPGAs Handbook was divided into two parts to
create the ProASIC3L Low Power Flash FPGAs Datasheet and the ProASIC3L
FPGA Fabric User’s Guide. 

N/A

"Global Resources in Low Power Flash Devices" was revised. 75

"Clock Conditioning Circuits in Low Power Flash Devices and Mixed Signal
FPGAs" was revised.

129

"I/O Software Control in Low Power Flash Devices" was revised. 270
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