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1 - FPGA Array Architecture in Low Power Flash
Devices

Device Architecture

Advanced Flash Switch

Unlike SRAM FPGAs, the low power flash devices use a live-at-power-up ISP flash switch as their
programming element. Flash cells are distributed throughout the device to provide nonvolatile,
reconfigurable programming to connect signal lines to the appropriate VersaTile inputs and outputs. In
the flash switch, two transistors share the floating gate, which stores the programming information
(Figure 1-1). One is the sensing transistor, which is only used for writing and verification of the floating
gate voltage. The other is the switching transistor. The latter is used to connect or separate routing nets,
or to configure VersaTile logic. It is also used to erase the floating gate. Dedicated high-performance
lines are connected as required using the flash switch for fast, low-skew, global signal distribution
throughout the device core. Maximum core utilization is possible for virtually any design. The use of the
flash switch technology also removes the possibility of firm errors, which are increasingly common in
SRAM-based FPGAs.
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Figure 1-1 « Flash-Based Switch
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The device is reset upon exiting Flash*Freeze mode or internal state saving is not required.

State saving is required, but data and clock management is performed external to the FPGA. In
other words, incoming data is externally guaranteed and held valid prior to entering Flash*Freeze
mode.

Type 2 Flash*Freeze mode is ideally suited for applications with the following design criteria:

Entering Flash*Freeze mode is dependent on an internal or external signal in addition to the
external FF pin.

State saving is required and incoming data is not externally guaranteed valid.

The designer wants to use his/her own Flash*Freeze management IP for clock and data
management.

The designer wants to use his/her own Flash*Freeze management logic for clock and data
management.

Internal housekeeping is required prior to entering Flash*Freeze mode. Housekeeping activities
may include loading data to SRAM, system shutdown, completion of current task, or ensuring
valid Flash*Freeze pin assertion.

There is no downside to type 2 mode, and Microsemi's Flash*Freeze management IP offers a very low
tile count clock and data management solution. Microsemi's recommendation for most designs is to use
type 2 Flash*Freeze mode with Flash*Freeze management IP.

Design Solutions
Clocks

Microsemi recommends using a completely synchronous design in Type 2 mode with
Flash*Freeze management IP cleanly gating all internal and external clocks. This will prevent
narrow pulses upon entrance and exit from Flash*Freeze mode (Figure 2-5 on page 30).

Upon entering Flash*Freeze mode, external clocks become tied off High, internal to the clock pin
(unless hold state is used on IGLOO nano or IGLOO PLUS), and PLLs are turned off. Any clock
that is externally Low will realize a Low to High transition internal to the device while entering
Flash*Freeze. If clocks will float during Flash*Freeze mode, Microsemi recommends using the
weak pull-up feature. If clocks will continue to drive the device during Flash*Freeze mode, the
clock gating (filter) available in Flash*Freeze management IP can help to filter unwanted narrow
clock pulses upon Flash*Freeze mode entry and exit.

Clocks may continue to drive FPGA pins while the device is in Flash*Freeze mode, with virtually
no power consumption. The weak pull-up/-down configuration will result in unnecessary power
consumption if used in this scenario.

Floating clocks can cause totem pole currents on the input I/O circuitry when the device is in
active mode. If clocks are externally gated prior to entering Flash*Freeze mode, Microsemi
recommends gating them to a known value (preferably '1', to avoid a possible narrow pulse upon
Flash*Freeze mode exit), and not leaving them floating. However, during Flash*Freeze mode, all
inputs and clocks are internally tied off to prevent totem pole currents, so they can be left floating.

Upon exiting Flash*Freeze mode, the design must allow maximum acquisition time for the PLL to
acquire the lock signal, and for a PLL clock to become active. If a PLL output clock is used as the
primary clock for Flash*Freeze management IP, it is important to note that the clock gating circuit
will only release other clocks after the primary PLL output clock becomes available.
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Global Resources in Low Power Flash Devices

Table 3-5 « Globals/Spines/Rows for IGLOO PLUS Devices

Rows
IGLOO Quadrant Globals/ Total in
PLUS Chip | Globals [ Clock | Spines Spines VersaTiles Total Each
Devices Globals| (4x3) Trees | per Tree [per Device|in Each Tree | VersaTiles | Spine
AGLP030 6 0 2 9 18 384* 792 12
AGLP060 6 12 4 9 36 384* 1,584 12
AGLP125 6 12 8 9 72 384" 3,120 12
Note: *Clock trees that are located at far left and far right will support more VersaTiles.
Table 3-6 « Globals/Spines/Rows for Fusion Devices
Globals/ | Total VersaTiles Rows
Quadrant Spines | Spines in in
Fusion Chip Globals Clock per per Each Total Each
Device Globals (4%3) Trees Tree Device Tree VersaTiles | Spine
AFS090 6 12 6 9 54 384 2,304 12
AFS250 6 12 8 9 72 768 6,144 24
AFS600 6 12 12 9 108 1,152 13,824 36
AFS1500 6 12 20 9 180 1,920 38,400 60
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CCC Support in Microsemi’s Flash Devices

The flash FPGAs listed in Table 4-1 support the CCC feature and the functions described in this
document.

Table 4-1 « Flash-Based FPGAs

Series Family” Description
IGLOO IGLOO Ultra-low power 1.2 V to 1.5 V FPGAs with Flash*Freeze technology
IGLOOe Higher density IGLOO FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards
IGLOO PLUS IGLOO FPGAs with enhanced I/O capabilities
IGLOO nano The industry’s lowest-power, smallest-size solution
ProASIC3 ProASIC3 Low power, high-performance 1.5V FPGAs
ProASIC3E Higher density ProASIC3 FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards
ProASIC3 nano Lowest-cost solution with enhanced 1/O capabilities
ProASIC3L ProASIC3 FPGAs supporting 1.2 V to 1.5 V with Flash*Freeze technology
RT ProASIC3 Radiation-tolerant RT3PE600L and RT3PE3000L
Military ProASIC3/EL | Military temperature A3BPE600OL, A3P1000, and A3PE3000L
Automotive ProASIC3 | ProASIC3 FPGAs qualified for automotive applications
Fusion Fusion Mixed signal FPGA integrating ProASIC3 FPGA fabric, programmable
analog block, support for ARM® Cortex™-M1 soft processors, and flash
memory into a monolithic device

Note: *The device names link to the appropriate datasheet, including product brief, DC and switching characteristics,
and packaging information.

IGLOO Terminology

In documentation, the terms IGLOO series and IGLOO devices refer to all of the IGLOO devices as listed
in Table 4-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these exclusions
will be explicitly stated.

ProASIC3 Terminology

In documentation, the terms ProASIC3 series and ProASIC3 devices refer to all of the ProASIC3 devices
as listed in Table 4-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these
exclusions will be explicitly stated.

To further understand the differences between the IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices, refer to the Industry’s
Lowest Power FPGAs Portfolio.
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Clock Conditioning Circuits in Low Power Flash Devices and Mixed Signal FPGAs

Global Buffers with No Programmable Delays

Access to the global / quadrant global networks can be configured directly from the global I/O buffer,
bypassing the CCC functional block (as indicated by the dotted lines in Figure 4-1 on page 77). Internal
signals driven by the FPGA core can use the global / quadrant global networks by connecting via the
routed clock input of the multiplexer tree.

There are many specific CLKBUF macros supporting the wide variety of single-ended I/O inputs
(CLKBUF) and differential 1/0 standards (CLKBUF_LVDS/LVPECL) in the low power flash families. They
are used when connecting global I/Os directly to the global/quadrant networks.
Note: IGLOO nano and ProASIC nano devices do not support differential inputs.
When an internal signal needs to be connected to the global/quadrant network, the CLKINT macro is
used to connect the signal to the routed clock input of the network's MUX tree.
To utilize direct connection from global I/Os or from internal signals to the global/quadrant networks,
CLKBUF, CLKBUF_LVPECL/LVDS, and CLKINT macros are used (Figure 4-2).
+  The CLKBUF and CLKBUF_LVPECL/LVDS" macros are composite macros that include an 1/O
macro driving a global buffer, which uses a hardwired connection.
* The CLKBUF, CLKBUF_LVPECL/LVDS1 and CLKINT macros are pass-through clock sources
and do not use the PLL or provide any programmable delay functionality.
» The CLKINT macro provides a global buffer function driven internally by the FPGA core.

The available CLKBUF macros are described in the IGLOO, ProASIC3, SmartFusion, and Fusion
Macro Library Guide.

Clock Source Clock Conditioning Output
CLKBUF_LVDS/LVPECL Macro CLKBIBUF Macro None GLA,G?IC_:B,
or

PADN
PADP Y
CLKINT Macro

AP

D NE PAD
Y CLKBIBUF

CLKBUF Macro

PADg D Y

Note:

IGLOO nano and ProASIC nano devices do not support differential inputs.

Figure 4-2 « CCC Options: Global Buffers with No Programmable Delay

Global Buffer with Programmable Delay

1.

Clocks requiring clock adjustments can utilize the programmable delay cores before connecting to the
global / quadrant global networks. A maximum of 18 CCC global buffers can be instantiated in a device—
three per CCC and up to six CCCs per device.

Each CCC functional block contains a programmable delay element for each of the global networks (up
to three), and users can utilize these features by using the corresponding macro (Figure 4-3 on page 81).

B-LVDS and M-LVDS are supported with the LVDS macro.

80
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Global Buffers with PLL Function

Clocks requiring frequency synthesis or clock adjustments can utilize the PLL core before connecting to
the global / quadrant global networks. A maximum of 18 CCC global buffers can be instantiated in a
device—three per CCC and up to six CCCs per device. Each PLL core can generate up to three
global/quadrant clocks, while a clock delay element provides one.

The PLL functionality of the clock conditioning block is supported by the PLL macro.

Clock Source Clock Conditioning Output

Input LVDS/LVPECL Macro PLL Macro

GLA
CLKA GLA
EXTFB LOCK
POWERDOWN GLB
OADIVRST YB
GLC

YC

PADN—X]— Y
PADP—[—]

or

GLA and (GLB or YB)

iy

mn

or

INBUF* Macro OADIVHALF!

PAE'X E Y OADIV[4:0] 2

GLA and (GLC or YC)

OAMUX[2:0] 2
DLYGLA[4:0]
.N12
ggalglxﬁ;gr GLA and (GLB or YB) and
DLYYB[4:0]
DLYGLB[4:02 (GLC or YC)
OCDIV[4:0]?
oc|v|u><[2:032
DLYYC[4:0]
DLYGLC[4:02]2
FINDIV[6:0]
FBDIV[6:0]2
FBDLY[4:0]2
FBSEL[1:0f
XDLYSER
VCOSEL[2:0f

or

LT

Notes:
1. For Fusion only.
2. Refer to the IGLOO, ProASIC3, SmartFusion, and Fusion Macro Library Guide for more information.

3. For INBUF* driving a PLL macro or CLKDLY macro, the 1/0O will be hard-routed to the CCC; i.e., will be placed by
software to a dedicated Global I/O.

4. 1GLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano devices do not support differential inputs.
Figure 4-4 « CCC Options: Global Buffers with PLL

The PLL macro provides five derived clocks (three independent) from a single reference clock. The PLL
macro also provides power-down input and lock output signals. The additional inputs shown on the
macro are configuration settings, which are configured through the use of SmartGen. For manual setting
of these bits refer to the IGLOO, ProASIC3, SmartFusion, and Fusion Macro Library Guide for details.

Figure 4-6 on page 87 illustrates the various clock output options and delay elements.
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7-Bit Address from Core

110000, - - -

0000

SS8IPPY PIOM G-t

) Word Number in Page 4 LSB of ADDR (READ)
o 15 [14 1312 [ 11 6 [5] 4a[3[2]1Jo
111 z G
c
—— 3-Bit Page Address 3 e
2 |s
>
= 4
gz [3
=6 |2
P
g 0
{ 8-Bit Data
8-Bit Data
to FPGA Core
8-Bit Data from Page 7 Word 0
Figure 5-7 « Accessing FlashROM Using FPGA Core
........................... 00001:128 Bit Data -------------------------+
_ To/From JTAG Interface i
4-Bit Page Address !
from JTAG Interface
P Word Number in Page 4 LSB of ADDR (READ)
S 15 [14[13 ] 12 T11 6 [5] a[3]2]1]o :
- I R |
? [
>
= 4
S= 3
28 [2
Beo [1
g 0
Figure 5-8 « Accessing FlashROM Using JTAG Port
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FlashROM Generation and Instantiation in the Design

The SmartGen core generator, available in Libero SoC and Designer, is the only tool that can be used to
generate the FlashROM content. SmartGen has several user-friendly features to help generate the
FlashROM contents. Instead of selecting each byte and assigning values, you can create a region within
a page, modify the region, and assign properties to that region. The FlashROM user interface, shown in
Figure 5-10, includes the configuration grid, existing regions list, and properties field. The properties field
specifies the region-specific information and defines the data used for that region. You can assign values
to the following properties:

1. Static Fixed Data—Enables you to fix the data so it cannot be changed during programming time.
This option is useful when you have fixed data stored in this region, which is required for the
operation of the design in the FPGA. Key storage is one example.

2. Static Modifiable Data—Select this option when the data in a particular region is expected to be
static data (such as a version number, which remains the same for a long duration but could
conceivably change in the future). This option enables you to avoid changing the value every time
you enter new data.

3. Read from File—This provides the full flexibility of FlashROM usage to the customer. If you have
a customized algorithm for generating the FlashROM data, you can specify this setting. You can
then generate a text file with data for as many devices as you wish to program, and load that into
the FlashPoint programming file generation software to get programming files that include all the
data. SmartGen will optionally pass the location of the file where the data is stored if the file is
specified in SmartGen. Each text file has only one type of data format (binary, decimal, hex, or
ASCII text). The length of each data file must be shorter than or equal to the selected region
length. If the data is shorter than the selected region length, the most significant bits will be
padded with Os. For multiple text files for multiple regions, the first lines are for the first device. In
SmartGen, Load Sim. Value From File allows you to load the first device data in the MEM file for
simulation.

4. Auto Increment/Decrement—This scenario is useful when you specify the contents of FlashROM
for a large number of devices in a series. You can specify the step value for the serial number and
a maximum value for inventory control. During programming file generation, the actual number of
devices to be programmed is specified and a start value is fed to the software.

FlashROM : Create Core N x|
Select cells on the grid below and click "Creata'.
FlashROM regiorns: | Create I| Deleta “ ;I
words [oclialaal 4z an[ 0] o[ o] 7 [ 6] 6| a] 3] 2] 4] o] Propete=
i ' [riam=
7 Start page
Start word
B {Lenith
Content

5

Generate I Clear All.. | Clase Help

Figure 5-10 « SmartGen GUI of the FlashROM
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SRAM Usage
The following descriptions refer to the usage of both RAM4K9 and RAM512X18.

Clocking

The dual-port SRAM blocks are only clocked on the rising edge. SmartGen allows falling-edge-triggered
clocks by adding inverters to the netlist, hence achieving dual-port SRAM blocks that are clocked on
either edge (rising or falling). For dual-port SRAM, each port can be clocked on either edge and by
separate clocks by port. Note that for Automotive ProASIC3, the same clock, with an inversion between
the two clock pins of the macro, should be used in design to prevent errors during compile.

Low power flash devices support inversion (bubble-pushing) throughout the FPGA architecture, including
the clock input to the SRAM modules. Inversions added to the SRAM clock pin on the design schematic
or in the HDL code will be automatically accounted for during design compile without incurring additional
delay in the clock path.

The two-port SRAM can be clocked on the rising or falling edge of WCLK and RCLK.

If negative-edge RAM and FIFO clocking is selected for memory macros, clock edge inversion
management (bubble-pushing) is automatically used within the development tools, without performance
penalty.

Modes of Operation
There are two read modes and one write mode:

* Read Nonpipelined (synchronous—1 clock edge): In the standard read mode, new data is driven
onto the RD bus in the same clock cycle following RA and REN valid. The read address is
registered on the read port clock active edge, and data appears at RD after the RAM access time.
Setting PIPE to OFF enables this mode.

* Read Pipelined (synchronous—2 clock edges): The pipelined mode incurs an additional clock
delay from address to data but enables operation at a much higher frequency. The read address
is registered on the read port active clock edge, and the read data is registered and appears at
RD after the second read clock edge. Setting PIPE to ON enables this mode.

*  Write (synchronous—1 clock edge): On the write clock active edge, the write data is written into
the SRAM at the write address when WEN is HIGH. The setup times of the write address, write
enables, and write data are minimal with respect to the write clock.

RAM Initialization

Each SRAM block can be individually initialized on power-up by means of the JTAG port using the UJITAG
mechanism. The shift register for a target block can be selected and loaded with the proper bit
configuration to enable serial loading. The 4,608 bits of data can be loaded in a single operation.

FIFO Features

The FIFO4KX18 macro is created by merging the RAM block with dedicated FIFO logic (Figure 6-6 on
page 158). Since the FIFO logic can only be used in conjunction with the memory block, there is no
separate FIFO controller macro. As with the RAM blocks, the FIFO4KX18 nomenclature does not refer to
a possible aspect ratio, but rather to the deepest possible data depth and the widest possible data width.
FIFO4KX18 can be configured into the following aspect ratios: 4,096x1, 2,048%2, 1,024x4, 512x9, and
256x%18. In addition to being fully synchronous, the FIFO4KX18 also has the following features:

» Four FIFO flags: Empty, Full, Aimost-Empty, and Almost-Full

* Empty flag is synchronized to the read clock

» Full flag is synchronized to the write clock

* Both Almost-Empty and Almost-Full flags have programmable thresholds
* Active-low asynchronous reset

+ Active-low block enable

* Active-low write enable

* Active-high read enable

» Ability to configure the FIFO to either stop counting after the empty or full states are reached or to
allow the FIFO counters to continue
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Hot-Swap, 5 V Tolerance, and '
Clamp Diode Control .

VCCI VCCI |VCCL

T T T T -
I Weak —|7
5 Pul-Up

aw —@}

(from core logic) ! o) / A
/ V

ESD Protection! /
Drive Clamp Diode

Output Buffer Strength | | 1/0 PAD —
Logic and and
Enable Skew [—] _Output

A

Delay Control®

E Circuit Slew Rate | _ i

1 Control :

! Clamp Diode ﬁ ,

Output Signal : Weak \\ :
(from core logic) ! Pull- 1
E Down i

' (from !

: core) :

| ESD Protection’ :

+ Input Buffer Input Buffer Standard? :

1 and Schmitt Trigger i

H Control -

Elnput Signal to Core Logic Programmable Input '

Notes:

1. Al NMOS transistors connected to the I/O pad serve as ESD protection.

2. See Table 7-2 on page 177 for available I/O standards.

3. Programmable input delay is applicable only to ProASIC3EL and RT ProASIC3 devices.
Figure 7-4 « Simplified 1/0 Buffer Circuitry

I/O Registers

Each I/O module contains several input, output, and enable registers. Refer to Figure 7-4 for a simplified
representation of the I/O block. The number of input registers is selected by a set of switches (not shown
in Figure 7-2 on page 181) between registers to implement single-ended or differential data transmission
to and from the FPGA core. The Designer software sets these switches for the user. A common
CLR/PRE signal is employed by all I/0O registers when 1/O register combining is used. Input Register 2
does not have a CLR/PRE pin, as this register is used for DDR implementation. The /O register
combining must satisfy certain rules.
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1/0O Structures in IGLOO and ProASIC3 Devices

5V Input and Output Tolerance

IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices are both 5 V-input— and 5 V—output—tolerant if certain 1/0 standards are
selected. Table 7-5 on page 179 shows the I/0O standards that support 5V input tolerance. Only 3.3 V
LVTTL/LVCMOS standards support 5 V output tolerance. Refer to the appropriate family datasheet for
the detailed description and configuration information.

This feature is not shown in the 1/0O Attribute Editor.

5V Input Tolerance

1/0Os can support 5 V input tolerance when LVTTL 3.3 V, LVCMOS 3.3V, LVCMOS 2.5V, and LVCMOS
25V /5.0V configurations are used (see Table 7-12 on page 193). There are four recommended
solutions for achieving 5 V receiver tolerance (see Figure 7-9 on page 195 to Figure 7-12 on page 197
for details of board and macro setups). All the solutions meet a common requirement of limiting the
voltage at the input to 3.6 V or less. In fact, the 1/0 absolute maximum voltage rating is 3.6 V, and any
voltage above 3.6 V may cause long-term gate oxide failures.

Solution 1

The board-level design must ensure that the reflected waveform at the pad does not exceed the limits
provided in the recommended operating conditions in the datasheet. This is a requirement to ensure
long-term reliability.

This scheme will also work for a 3.3 V PCI/PCI-X configuration, but the internal diode should not be used for
clamping, and the voltage must be limited by the two external resistors as explained below. Relying on
the diode clamping would create an excessive pad DC voltage of 3.3V + 0.7V =4 V.

This solution requires two board resistors, as demonstrated in Figure 7-9 on page 195. Here are some
examples of possible resistor values (based on a simplified simulation model with no line effects and
10Q transmitter output resistance, where Rtx_out_high = (VCCI - VOH) / gy and
Rix_out_low = VOL / Ig)).

Example 1 (high speed, high current):

Rtx_out_high = Rix_out_low = 10 Q

R1 =36 Q (+5%), P(r1)min = 0.069 Q

R2 =82 Q (¥5%), P(r2)min = 0.158 Q

Imax_tx =5.5V /(82 x 0.95 + 36 x 0.95 + 10) = 45.04 mA

trise = traLL = 0.85 ns at C_pad_load = 10 pF (includes up to 25% safety margin)

trise = traLL =4 ns at C_pad_load = 50 pF (includes up to 25% safety margin)
Example 2 (low—medium speed, medium current):

Rtx_out_high = Rtx_out_low =10 Q

R1 =220 Q (£5%), P(r1)min = 0.018 Q

R2 =390 Q (+5%), P(r2)min = 0.032 Q

Imax_tx =5.5V /(220 x 0.95 + 390 x 0.95 + 10) = 9.17 mA

trise = traLL =4 ns at C_pad_load = 10 pF (includes up to 25% safety margin)

trise = traLL = 20 ns at C_pad_load = 50 pF (includes up to 25% safety margin)

Other values of resistors are also allowed as long as the resistors are sized appropriately to limit the
voltage at the receiving end to 2.5 V < Vin (rx) < 3.6 V when the transmitter sends a logic 1. This range of
Vin_dc(rx) must be assured for any combination of transmitter supply (5V + 0.5 V), transmitter output
resistance, and board resistor tolerances.
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Table 7-13 « Comparison Table for 5 V-Compliant Receiver Solutions

Solution Board Components Speed Current Limitations

1 Two resistors Low to High1 Limited by transmitter's drive strength

2 Resistor and Zener 3.3 V Medium Limited by transmitter's drive strength

3 Bus switch High N/A

4 Minimum resistor valug?345 Medium Maximum diode current at 100% duty cycle, signal
R=47QatT;=70°C constantly at 1
R=150QatT,=85°C 52.7 mA at T;=70°C / 10-year lifetime
R =420 QatT,=100°C 16.5 mA at T; = 85°C / 10-year lifetime

5.9 mAat T;=100°C / 10-year lifetime

For duty cycles other than 100%, the currents can be
increased by a factor of 1/ (duty cycle).

Example: 20% duty cycle at 70°C

Maximum current = (1 /0.2) x 52.7 mA =5 x 52.7 mA =
263.5 mA

Notes:

1.

2.
3.
4

Speed and current consumption increase as the board resistance values decrease.
Resistor values ensure 1/0O diode long-term reliability.
At 70°C, customers could still use 420 2 on every /0.

. At 85°C, a 5V solution on every other 1/O is permitted, since the resistance is lower (150 ) and the current is

higher. Also, the designer can still use 420 Q2 and use the solution on every /0.
At 100°C, the 5 V solution on every I/O is permitted, since 420 Q2 are used to limit the current to 5.9 mA.

5V Output Tolerance

IGLOO and ProASIC3 I/Os must be set to 3.3 V LVTTL or 3.3 V LVCMOS mode to reliably drive 5V TTL
receivers. It is also critical that there be NO external 1/O pull-up resistor to 5V, since this resistor would
pull the I/O pad voltage beyond the 3.6 V absolute maximum value and consequently cause damage to
the 1/0.

When set to 3.3V LVTTL or 3.3V LVCMOS mode, the 1/Os can directly drive signals into 5V TTL
receivers. In fact, VOL=04V and VOH=24V in both 3.3V LVTTL and 3.3V LVCMOS modes
exceeds the VIL=0.8 V and VIH = 2 V level requirements of 5V TTL receivers. Therefore, level 1 and
level 0 will be recognized correctly by 5V TTL receivers.

Schmitt Trigger

A Schmitt trigger is a buffer used to convert a slow or noisy input signal into a clean one before passing it
to the FPGA. Using Schmitt trigger buffers guarantees a fast, noise-free input signal to the FPGA.

The Schmitt trigger is available for the LVTTL, LVCMOS, and 3.3 V PCI I/O standards.

This feature can be implemented by using a Physical Design Constraints (PDC) command (Table 7-5 on
page 179) or by selecting a check box in the 1/0 Attribute Editor in Designer. The check box is cleared by
default.
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Simultaneously Switching Outputs (SSOs) and Printed Circuit
Board Layout

Each 1/0O voltage bank has a separate ground and power plane for input and output circuits (VMV/GNDQ
for input buffers and VCCI/GND for output buffers). This isolation is necessary to minimize simultaneous
switching noise from the input and output (SSI and SSO). The switching noise (ground bounce and
power bounce) is generated by the output buffers and transferred into input buffer circuits, and vice
versa.

Since voltage bounce originates on the package inductance, the VMV and VCCI supplies have separate
package pin assignments. For the same reason, GND and GNDQ also have separate pin assignments.
The VMV and VCCI pins must be shorted to each other on the board. Also, the GND and GNDQ pins
must be shorted to each other on the board. This will prevent unwanted current draw from the power
supply.

SSOs can cause signal integrity problems on adjacent signals that are not part of the SSO bus. Both
inductive and capacitive coupling parasitics of bond wires inside packages and of traces on PCBs will
transfer noise from SSO busses onto signals adjacent to those busses. Additionally, SSOs can produce
ground bounce noise and VCCI dip noise. These two noise types are caused by rapidly changing
currents through GND and VCCI package pin inductances during switching activities (EQ 2 and EQ 3).

Ground bounce noise voltage = L(GND) x di/dt
EQ?2
VCCI dip noise voltage = L(VCCI) x di/dt
EQ3
Any group of four or more input pins switching on the same clock edge is considered an SSO bus. The
shielding should be done both on the board and inside the package unless otherwise described.

In-package shielding can be achieved in several ways; the required shielding will vary depending on
whether pins next to the SSO bus are LVTTL/LVCMOS inputs, LVTTL/LVCMOS outputs, or
GTL/SSTL/HSTL/LVDS/LVPECL inputs and outputs. Board traces in the vicinity of the SSO bus have to
be adequately shielded from mutual coupling and inductive noise that can be generated by the SSO bus.
Also, noise generated by the SSO bus needs to be reduced inside the package.

PCBs perform an important function in feeding stable supply voltages to the IC and, at the same time,
maintaining signal integrity between devices.

Key issues that need to be considered are as follows:
* Power and ground plane design and decoupling network design
+ Transmission line reflections and terminations

For extensive data per package on the SSO and PCB issues, refer to the "ProASIC3/E SSO and Pin
Placement and Guidelines" chapter of the ProASIC3 FPGA Fabric User’s Guide.
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Table 8-7 « Maximum 1/O Frequency for Single-Ended and Differential I/Os in All Banks in
ProASIC3E Devices (maximum drive strength and high slew selected)

Maximum Performance
IGLOOe V2 or V5
Devices, 1.5V DC Core | IGLOOe V2,1.2V DC
Specification ProASIC3E Supply Voltage Core Supply Voltage
LVTTL/LVCMOS 3.3 V 200 MHz 180 MHz TBD
LVCMOS 2.5V 250 MHz 230 MHz TBD
LVCMOS 1.8V 200 MHz 180 MHz TBD
LVCMOS 1.5V 130 MHz 120 MHz TBD
PCI 200 MHz 180 MHz TBD
PCI-X 200 MHz 180 MHz TBD
HSTL-I 300 MHz 275 MHz TBD
HSTL-II 300 MHz 275 MHz TBD
SSTL2-I 300 MHz 275 MHz TBD
SSTL2-11 300 MHz 275 MHz TBD
SSTL3-I 300 MHz 275 MHz TBD
SSTL3-1I 300 MHz 275 MHz TBD
GTL+ 3.3V 300 MHz 275 MHz TBD
GTL+ 25V 300 MHz 275 MHz TBD
GTL3.3V 300 MHz 275 MHz TBD
GTL25V 300 MHz 275 MHz TBD
LVDS 350 MHz 300 MHz TBD
M-LVDS 200 MHz 180 MHz TBD
B LVDS 200 MHz 180 MHz TBD
LVPECL 350 MHz 300 MHz TBD
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— The I/O standard of technology-specific I/O macros cannot be changed in the I/O Attribute
Editor (see Figure 9-6).

— The user MUST instantiate differential /0O macros (LVDS/LVPECL) in the design. This is the
only way to use these standards in the design (IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano devices do
not support differential inputs).

— To implement the DDR 1/O function, the user must instantiate a DDR_REG or DDR_OUT
macro. This is the only way to use a DDR macro in the design.

@
~E
# 7 +0l & £ Bl e
ST Port Namel Macro Cell | Pin # | Locked ‘ Bank Ilamel 10 Standard |Olrt|nrl Drive (mA)l Slew |Res|stor Pulll Schmitt Trigger
+- Ports 1 IR ADLIB:IMBUF _HSTL_| 173 r Bank1 HZTLI -
2 14 ADLIB:IMBUF _L%CMOS18U 32 r BankE LWYCMOS18 Up r
El 1N ADLIE:IMBUF 125 Elank3 LWTTL - Mone N
o m-'- ~ | N
5 N2 ADLIEIMBUF_LYCMOS15 176 Barkl B = Mane r
E ouTt ADLIBOUTBUF _LYCMOSS 93 r Bankd 12 High -
7 INT ADLIBINBUF _PCl 20 r Bankd r
& QuTs ADLIB: OUTBLF _PCI 129 r Bank3 PCI High -
k] INE: ADLIBINBUF _L %WCMOS355 199 r BankO Mone r
10 INE ADLIBIMEUF _PCIx 196 r Bankl r
T T ADLIBINBUF_GTL3I > 116 r Bark3 = = =
12 ouTz  ADLIBOUTBUF _LWCMOSS 94 r Bankd LWiCMOS25_50 12 High

Figure 9-6 « Assigning a Different I/O Standard to the Generic I/O Macro

Performing Place-and-Route on the Design

The netlist created by the synthesis tool should now be imported into Designer and compiled. During
Compile, the user can specify the 1/0 placement and attributes by importing the PDC file. The user can
also specify the I/0O placement and attributes using ChipPlanner and the 1/O Attribute Editor under MVN.

Defining 1/0 Assignments in the PDC File

A PDC file is a Tcl script file specifying physical constraints. This file can be imported to and exported
from Designer.

Table 9-3 shows I/O assignment constraints supported in the PDC file.

Table 9-3 « PDC I/O Constraints

Command

Action

Example

Comment

I/0O Banks Setting

Constraints

set_iobank bankname

bank.

[pinnum]

set_vref -bank BankO
685 704 723 742 761

set_iobank Sets the /O supply O ) Must use in case of mixed I/O
voltage, Vg, and the [‘VCC; VCC;—VO:tage] voltage (V) design
input reference voltage, [-vref vref_voltage]
VRer for the specified I/O set_iobank Bank7 -vcci 1.50
bank. -vref 0.75
set_vref Assigns a Vggg pin to a|set_vref -bank [bankname] Must use if voltage-

referenced 1/Os are used

set_vref_defaults

Sets the default Vggr
pins for the specified
bank. This command is
ignored if the bank does
not need a Vrgg pin.

set_vref_defaults bankname

set_vref_defaults bank2

Note:

Refer to the Libero SoC User’s Guide for detailed rules on PDC naming and syntax conventions.
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Compiling the Design

During Compile, a PDC 1I/O constraint file can be imported along with the netlist file. If only the netlist file
is compiled, certain I/O assignments need to be completed before proceeding to Layout. All constraints
that can be entered in PDC can also be entered using ChipPlanner, I/O Attribute Editor, and PinEditor.

There are certain rules that must be followed in implementing I/O register combining and the /O DDR
macro (refer to the 1/0 Registers section of the handbook for the device that you are using and the "DDR"
section on page 256 for details). Provided these rules are met, the user can enable or disable I/O register
combining by using the PDC command set_io portname —register yes|no in the I/O Attribute Editor
or selecting a check box in the Compile Options dialog box (see Figure 9-7). The Compile Options dialog
box appears when the design is compiled for the first time. It can also be accessed by choosing Options
> Compile during successive runs. I/O register combining is off by default. The PDC command overrides
the setting in the Compile Options dialog box.

Compile Options E|
Netlist Opim

=1 Campile _Dphons _ . Benbiidg
Physical Dezign Constraints

GIDaIsMngment v Combine registers into 1/0 s whenever poszible.
Metlist Optirization

Dizplay of Results

Buffer/Inverter Management

Delete buffers and inverter rees whoze

r fanout is less than:

Restore Defauls ‘

[ Shaw this dialog every time Compile is run.

Help QK. | Cancel |

Figure 9-7 « Setting Register Combining During Compile

Understanding the Compile Report

The 1/0 bank report is generated during Compile and displayed in the log window. This report lists the 1/O
assignments necessary before Layout can proceed.

When Designer is started, the I/O Bank Assigner tool is run automatically if the Layout command is
executed. The /0 Bank Assigner takes care of the necessary I/0 assignments. However, these
assignments can also be made manually with MVN or by importing the PDC file. Refer to the "Assigning
Technologies and VREF to I/0 Banks" section on page 264 for further description.

The 1/0 bank report can also be extracted from Designer by choosing Tools > Report and setting the
Report Type to IOBank.

This report has the following tables: I/O Function, I/O Technology, I1/0 Bank Resource Usage, and I/O
Voltage Usage. This report is useful if the user wants to do I/O assignments manually.
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List of Changes

The following table lists critical changes that were made in each revision of the document.

Date Changes Page

August 2012 The notes in Table 9-2 « Designer State (resulting from 1/O attribute modification) 253
were revised to clarify which device families support programmable input delay
(SAR 39666).

June 2011 Figure 9-2 « SmartGen Catalog was updated (SAR 24310). Figure 8-3 « Expanded 254
I/O Section and the step associated with it were deleted to reflect changes in the
software.

The following rule was added to the "VREF Rules for the Implementation of 265
Voltage-Referenced I/O Standards" section:

Only minibanks that contain input or bidirectional I/Os require a VREF. A VREF is

not needed for minibanks composed of output or tristated 1/0s (SAR 24310).

July 2010 Notes were added where appropriate to point out that IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 N/A
nano devices do not support differential inputs (SAR 21449).

v1.4 IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano devices were added to Table 9-1 « Flash-Based 252

(December 2008) | FPGAs.

The notes for Table 9-2 « Designer State (resulting from I/O attribute modification) 253
were revised to indicate that skew control and input delay do not apply to nano
devices.

v1.3 The "Flash FPGAs 1/O Support" section was revised to include new families and 252

(October 2008) make the information more concise.

v1.2 The following changes were made to the family descriptions in Table 9-1 ¢ Flash- 252

(June 2008) Based FPGAs:

* ProASIC3L was updated to include 1.5 V.
* The number of PLLs for ProASIC3E was changed from five to six.

v1.1 This document was previously part of the I/O Structures in IGLOO and ProASIC3 N/A

(March 2008) Devices document. The content was separated and made into a new document.

Table 9-2 « Designer State (resulting from I/O attribute modification) was updated 253
to include note 2 for IGLOO PLUS.
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List of Changes

The following table lists critical changes that were made in each revision of the chapter.

Date Changes Page
September 2012 The "Security" section was modified to clarify that Microsemi does not support 354
read-back of FPGA core-programmed data (SAR 41235).
July 2010 This chapter is no longer published separately with its own part number and N/A
version but is now part of several FPGA fabric user’s guides.
vi4 IGLOO nano and ProASIC3 nano devices were added to Table 15-1 < Flash- 350
(December 2008) Based FPGAs.
v1.3 The "Microprocessor Programming Support in Flash Devices" section was 350
(October 2008) revised to include new families and make the information more concise.
v1.2 The following changes were made to the family descriptions in Table 15-1 350
(June 2008) Flash-Based FPGAs:
* ProASIC3L was updated to include 1.5 V.
* The number of PLLs for ProASIC3E was changed from five to six.
v1.1 The "Microprocessor Programming Support in Flash Devices" section was 350
(March 2008) updated to include information on the IGLOO PLUS family. The "IGLOO
Terminology" section and "ProASIC3 Terminology" section are new.
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UJTAG Support in Flash-Based Devices

The flash-based FPGAs listed in Table 17-1 support the UJTAG feature and the functions described in

this document.

Table 17-1 « Flash-Based FPGAs

Series Family” Description
IGLOO IGLOO Ultra-low power 1.2 V to 1.5 V FPGAs with Flash*Freeze technology
IGLOOe Higher density IGLOO FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards
IGLOO nano The industry’s lowest-power, smallest-size solution
IGLOO PLUS IGLOO FPGAs with enhanced I/O capabilities
ProASIC3 ProASIC3 Low power, high-performance 1.5V FPGAs
ProASIC3E Higher density ProASIC3 FPGAs with six PLLs and additional I/O standards
ProASIC3 nano Lowest-cost solution with enhanced 1/O capabilities
ProASIC3L ProASIC3 FPGAs supporting 1.2 V to 1.5 V with Flash*Freeze technology
RT ProASIC3 Radiation-tolerant RT3PE600L and RT3PE3000L
Military ProASIC3/EL | Military temperature A3BPE600OL, A3P1000, and A3PE3000L
Automotive ProASIC3 | ProASIC3 FPGAs qualified for automotive applications
Fusion Fusion Mixed signal FPGA integrating ProASIC3 FPGA fabric, programmable
analog block, support for ARM® Cortex™-M1 soft processors, and flash
memory into a monolithic device
Note: *The device names link to the appropriate datasheet, including product brief, DC and switching characteristics,

and packaging information.

IGLOO Terminology

In documentation, the terms IGLOO series and IGLOO devices refer to all of the IGLOO devices as listed
in Table 17-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these exclusions
will be explicitly stated.

ProASIC3 Terminology

In documentation, the terms ProASIC3 series and ProASIC3 devices refer to all of the ProASIC3 devices
as listed in Table 17-1. Where the information applies to only one product line or limited devices, these
exclusions will be explicitly stated.

To further understand the differences between the IGLOO and ProASIC3 devices, refer to the Industry’s
Lowest Power FPGAs Portfolio.
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m=_ Microsemi
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Figure 18-1 « Types of Power Consumption in SRAM FPGAs and Microsemi Nonvolatile FPGAs

Transient Current on VCC

The characterization of the transient current on VCC is performed on nearly all devices within the
IGLOO, ProASIC3L, and ProASIC3 families. A sample size of five units is used from each device family
member. All the device I/Os are internally pulled down while the transient current measurements are
performed. For ProASIC3 devices, the measurements at typical conditions show that the maximum
transient current on VCC, when the power supply is powered at ramp-rates ranging from 15 V/ms to
0.15 V/ms, does not exceed the maximum standby current specified in the device datasheets. Refer to
the DC and Switching Characteristics chapters of the ProASIC3 Flash Family FPGAS datasheet and
ProASIC3E Flash Family FPGAs datasheet for more information.

Similarly, IGLOO, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, and ProASIC3L devices exhibit very low transient current
on VCC. The transient current does not exceed the typical operating current of the device while in active
mode. For example, the characterization of AGL600-FG256 V2 and V5 devices has shown that the
transient current on VCC is typically in the range of 1-5 mA.

Transient Current on VCCI

The characterization of the transient current on VCCI is performed on devices within the IGLOO, IGLOO
nano, IGLOO PLUS, ProASIC3, ProASIC3 nano, and ProASIC3L groups of devices, similarly to VCC
transient current measurements. For ProASIC3 devices, the measurements at typical conditions show
that the maximum transient current on VCCI, when the power supply is powered at ramp-rates ranging
from 33 V/ms to 0.33 V/ms, does not exceed the maximum standby current specified in the device
datasheet. Refer to the DC and Switching Characteristics chapters of the ProASIC3 Flash Family
FPGAS datasheet and ProASIC3E Flash Family FPGAs datasheet for more information.

Similarly, IGLOO, IGLOO PLUS, and ProASIC3L devices exhibit very low transient current on VCCI. The
transient current does not exceed the typical operating current of the device while in active mode. For
example, the characterization of AGL600-FG256 V2 and V5 devices has shown that the transient current
on VCCl is typically in the range of 1-2 mA.
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