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Understanding Embedded - FPGAs (Field
Programmable Gate Array)

Embedded - FPGAs, or Field Programmable Gate Arrays,
are advanced integrated circuits that offer unparalleled
flexibility and performance for digital systems. Unlike
traditional fixed-function logic devices, FPGAs can be
programmed and reprogrammed to execute a wide array
of logical operations, enabling customized functionality
tailored to specific applications. This reprogrammability
allows developers to iterate designs quickly and implement
complex functions without the need for custom hardware.

Applications of Embedded - FPGAs

The versatility of Embedded - FPGAs makes them
indispensable in numerous fields. In telecommunications,
FPGAs are used for high-speed data processing and
network infrastructure. In the automotive industry, they
support advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
infotainment solutions. Consumer electronics benefit from
FPGAs in devices requiring high performance and
adaptability, such as smart TVs and gaming consoles.
Industrial automation relies on FPGAs for real-time control
and processing in machinery and robotics. Additionally,
FPGAs play a crucial role in aerospace and defense, where
their reliability and ability to handle complex algorithms
are essential.

Common Subcategories of Embedded -
FPGAs

Within the realm of Embedded - FPGAs, several
subcategories address different needs and applications.
General-purpose FPGAs are the most widely used, offering
a balance of performance and flexibility for a broad range
of applications. High-performance FPGAs are designed for
applications requiring exceptional speed and
computational power, such as data centers and high-
frequency trading systems. Low-power FPGAs cater to
battery-operated and portable devices where energy
efficiency is paramount. Lastly, automotive-grade FPGAs
meet the stringent standards of the automotive industry,
ensuring reliability and performance in vehicle systems.

Types of Embedded - FPGAs

Embedded - FPGAs can be classified into several types
based on their architecture and specific capabilities. SRAM-
based FPGAs are prevalent due to their high speed and
ability to support complex designs, making them suitable
for performance-critical applications. Flash-based FPGAs
offer non-volatile storage, retaining their configuration
without power and enabling faster start-up times. Antifuse-
based FPGAs provide a permanent, one-time
programmable solution, ensuring robust security and
reliability for critical systems. Each type of FPGA brings
distinct advantages, making the choice dependent on the
specific needs of the application.
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Flash*Freeze Technology and Low Power Modes
� Avoid using pull-ups and pull-downs on I/Os because these resistors draw some current. Avoid
driving resistive loads or bipolar transistors, since these draw a continuous current, thereby
adding to the static current.

� When partitioning the design across multiple devices, minimize I/O usage among the devices.

Conclusion
Microsemi IGLOO, IGLOO nano, IGLOO PLUS, ProASIC3L, and RT ProASIC3 family architectures are
designed to achieve ultra-low power consumption based on enhanced nonvolatile and live-at-power-up
flash-based technology. Power consumption can be reduced further by using Flash*Freeze, Static (Idle),
Sleep, and Shutdown power modes. All these features result in a low power, cost-effective, single-chip
solution designed specifically for power-sensitive and battery-operated electronics applications.

Related Documents

Application Notes
Embedded SRAM Initialization Using External Serial EEPROM
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/EmbeddedSRAMInit_AN.pdf

List of Changes
The following table lists critical changes that were made in each version of the chapter.

Date Changes Page

July 2010 This chapter is no longer published separately with its own part number and version
but is now part of several FPGA fabric user�s guides.

N/A

v2.3
(November 2009)

The "Sleep Mode" section was revised to state the VJTAG and VPUMP, as well as
VCC, are grounded during Sleep mode (SAR 22517).

32

Figure 2-6 � Controlling Power-On/-Off State Using Microprocessor and Power FET
and Figure 2-7 � Controlling Power-On/-Off State Using Microprocessor and Voltage
Regulator were revised to show that VJTAG and VPUMP are powered off during
Sleep mode.

33

v2.2
(December 2008)

IGLOO nano devices were added as a supported family. N/A

The "Prototyping for IGLOO and ProASIC3L Devices Using ProASIC3" section was
removed, as these devices are now in production.

N/A

The "Additional Power Conservation Techniques" section was revised to add RT
ProASIC3 devices.

41

v2.0
(October 2008)

The "Flash*Freeze Management FSM" section was updated with the following
information: The FSM also asserts Flash_Freeze_Enabled whenever the device
enters Flash*Freeze mode. This occurs after all housekeeping and clock gating
functions have completed.

37
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http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/Fusion_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/IGLOO_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/IGLOOe_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/IGLOOPLUS_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/PA3_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/PA3E_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/PA3L_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/PA3_Auto_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/Mil_PA3_EL_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/RTPA3_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/LPFPGA_FS_PIB.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/LPFPGA_FS_PIB.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/IGLOO_nano_DS.pdf
http://www.microsemi.com/soc/documents/PA3_nano_DS.pdf
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I/O Structures in IGLOO and ProASIC3 Devices
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I/O Structures in IGLOOe and ProASIC3E Devices
compatible, which means devices can operate at conventional PCI frequencies (33 MHz and 66 MHz). 
PCI-X is more fault-tolerant than PCI. It also does not have programmable drive strength.

Voltage-Referenced Standards
I/Os using these standards are referenced to an external reference voltage (VREF) and are supported on 
E devices only.

HSTL Class I and II (High-Speed Transceiver Logic)
These are general-purpose, high-speed 1.5 V bus standards (EIA/JESD 8-6) for signaling between 
integrated circuits. The signaling range is 0 V to 1.5 V, and signals can be either single-ended or 
differential. HSTL requires a differential amplifier input buffer and a push-pull output buffer. The reference 
voltage (VREF) is 0.75 V. These standards are used in the memory bus interface with data switching 
capability of up to 400 MHz. The other advantages of these standards are low power and fewer EMI 
concerns.
HSTL has four classes, of which low power flash devices support Class I and II. These classes are 
defined by standard EIA/JESD 8-6 from the Electronic Industries Alliance (EIA):

• Class I – Unterminated or symmetrically parallel-terminated
• Class II – Series-terminated
• Class III – Asymmetrically parallel-terminated
• Class IV – Asymmetrically double-parallel-terminated

SSTL2 Class I and II (Stub Series Terminated Logic 2.5 V)
These are general-purpose 2.5 V memory bus standards (JESD 8-9) for driving transmission lines, 
designed specifically for driving the DDR SDRAM modules used in computer memory. SSTL2 requires a 
differential amplifier input buffer and a push-pull output buffer. The reference voltage (VREF) is 1.25 V. 

SSTL3 Class I and II (Stub Series Terminated Logic 3.3 V)
These are general-purpose 3.3 V memory bus standards (JESD 8-8) for driving transmission lines. 
SSTL3 requires a differential amplifier input buffer and a push-pull output buffer. The reference voltage 
(VREF) is 1.5 V. 

Figure 8-7 • SSTL and HSTL Topology
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ProASIC3L FPGA Fabric User’s Guide
Power-Up Behavior 
Low power flash devices are power-up/-down friendly; i.e., no particular sequencing is required for 
power-up and power-down. This eliminates extra board components for power-up sequencing, such as a 
power-up sequencer.
During power-up, all I/Os are tristated, irrespective of I/O macro type (input buffers, output buffers, I/O 
buffers with weak pull-ups or weak pull-downs, etc.). Once I/Os become activated, they are set to the 
user-selected I/O macros. Refer to the "Power-Up/-Down Behavior of Low Power Flash Devices" section 
on page 373 for details. 

Drive Strength
Low power flash devices have up to seven programmable output drive strengths. The user can select the 
drive strength of a particular output in the I/O Attribute Editor or can instantiate a specialized I/O macro, 
such as OUTBUF_S_12 (slew = low, out_drive = 12 mA).
The maximum available drive strength is 24 mA per I/O. Though no I/O should be forced to source or 
sink more than 24 mA indefinitely, I/Os may handle a higher amount of current (refer to the device IBIS 
model for maximum source/sink current) during signal transition (AC current). Every device package has 
its own power dissipation limit; hence, power calculation must be performed accurately to determine how 
much current can be tolerated per I/O within that limit.

I/O Interfacing 
Low power flash devices are 5 V–input– and 5 V–output–tolerant if certain I/O standards are selected 
(refer to the "5 V Input and Output Tolerance" section on page 232). Along with other low-voltage I/O 
macros, this 5 V tolerance makes these devices suitable for many types of board component interfacing.
Table 8-19 shows some high-level interfacing examples using low power flash devices. 

Table 8-19 • High-Level Interface Examples

Interface

Clock I/O

Type Frequency Type Signals In Signals Out Data I/O

GM Src Sync 125 MHz LVTTL 8 8 125 Mbps

TBI Src Sync 125 MHz LVTTL 10 10 125 Mbps

XSBI Src Sync 644 MHz LVDS 16 16 644 Mbps

XGMI Src Sync DDR 156 MHz HSTL1 32 32 312 Mbps

FlexBus 3 Sys Sync 104 MHz LVTTL ≤ 32 ≤ 32 ≤ 104

Pos-PHY3/SPI-3 Sys Sync 104 LVTTL 8,16,32 8,16,32 ≤ 104 Mbps

FlexBus 4/SPI-4.1 Src Sync 200 MHz HSTL1 16,64 16,64 200 Mbps

Pos-PHY4/SPI-4.2 Src Sync DDR ≥ 311 MHz LVDS 16 16 ≥ 622 Mbps

SFI-4.1 Src Sync 622 MHz LVDS 16 16 622 Mbps

CSIX L1 Sys Sync ≤ 250 MHz HSTL1 32,64,96,128 32,64,96,128 ≤ 250 Mbps

Hyper Transport Sys Sync DDR ≤ 800 MHz LVDS 2,4,8,16 2,4,8,16 ≤ 1.6 Gbps

Rapid I/O Parallel Sys Sync DDR 250 MHz – 1 GHz LVDS 8,16 8,16 ≤ 2 Gbps

Star Fabric CDR LVDS 4 4 622 Mbps

Note: Sys Sync = System Synchronous Clocking, Src Sync = Source Synchronous Clocking, and CDR = Clock and 
Data Recovery.
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ProASIC3L FPGA Fabric User’s Guide
VHDL
library ieee;
use ieee.std_logic_1164.all;
library proasic3; use proasic3.all;

entity DDR_BiDir_HSTL_I_LowEnb is 
port(DataR, DataF, CLR, CLK, Trien : in std_logic; QR, QF : out std_logic; 

PAD : inout std_logic) ;
end DDR_BiDir_HSTL_I_LowEnb;

architecture DEF_ARCH of  DDR_BiDir_HSTL_I_LowEnb is

component INV
port(A : in std_logic := 'U'; Y : out std_logic) ;

end component;

component DDR_OUT
port(DR, DF, CLK, CLR : in std_logic := 'U'; Q : out std_logic) ;

end component;

component DDR_REG
port(D, CLK, CLR : in std_logic := 'U'; QR, QF : out std_logic) ;

end component;

component BIBUF_HSTL_I
port(PAD : inout std_logic := 'U'; D, E : in std_logic := 'U'; Y : out std_logic) ;

end component;

signal TrienAux, D, Q : std_logic ;

begin

Inv_Tri : INV
port map(A => Trien, Y => TrienAux);
DDR_OUT_0_inst : DDR_OUT
port map(DR => DataR, DF => DataF, CLK => CLK, CLR => CLR, Q => Q);
DDR_REG_0_inst : DDR_REG
port map(D => D, CLK => CLK, CLR => CLR, QR => QR, QF => QF);
BIBUF_HSTL_I_0_inst : BIBUF_HSTL_I
port map(PAD => PAD, D => Q, E => TrienAux, Y => D);

end DEF_ARCH;
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