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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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l 
   Banks 10-14

x00h/
x80h(2)

INDF0 Addressing this location uses contents of FSR0H/FSR0L to address data memory
(not a physical register)

xxxx xxxx xxxx xxxx

x00h/
x81h(2)

INDF1 Addressing this location uses contents of FSR1H/FSR1L to address data memory
(not a physical register)

xxxx xxxx xxxx xxxx

x02h/
x82h(2)

PCL Program Counter (PC) Least Significant Byte 0000 0000 0000 0000

x03h/
x83h(2)

STATUS — — — TO PD Z DC C ---1 1000 ---q quuu

x04h/
x84h(2)

FSR0L Indirect Data Memory Address 0 Low Pointer 0000 0000 uuuu uuuu

x05h/
x85h(2)

FSR0H Indirect Data Memory Address 0 High Pointer 0000 0000 0000 0000

x06h/
x86h(2)

FSR1L Indirect Data Memory Address 1 Low Pointer 0000 0000 uuuu uuuu

x07h/
x87h(2)

FSR1H Indirect Data Memory Address 1 High Pointer 0000 0000 0000 0000

x08h/
x88h(2)

BSR — — — BSR<4:0> ---0 0000 ---0 0000

x09h/
x89h(2)

WREG Working Register 0000 0000 uuuu uuuu

x0Ah/
x8Ah(1),(2)

PCLATH — Write Buffer for the upper 7 bits of the Program Counter -000 0000 -000 0000

x0Bh/
x8Bh(2)

INTCON GIE PEIE TMR0IE INTE IOCIE TMR0IF INTF IOCIF 0000 000x 0000 000u

x0Ch/
x8Ch
   —
x1Fh/
x9Fh

— Unimplemented — —

TABLE 3-10: SPECIAL FUNCTION REGISTER SUMMARY (CONTINUED)

Address Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Value on

POR, BOR

Value on al
other 

Resets

Legend: x = unknown, u = unchanged, q = value depends on condition, - = unimplemented, read as ‘0’, r = reserved. 
Shaded locations are unimplemented, read as ‘0’.

Note 1: The upper byte of the program counter is not directly accessible. PCLATH is a holding register for the PC<14:8>, whose contents are 
transferred to the upper byte of the program counter.

2: These registers can be addressed from any bank.
3: Unimplemented, read as ‘1’.
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5.4 Two-Speed Clock Start-up Mode

Two-Speed Start-up mode provides additional power
savings by minimizing the latency between external
oscillator start-up and code execution. In applications
that make heavy use of the Sleep mode, Two-Speed
Start-up will remove the external oscillator start-up
time from the time spent awake and can reduce the
overall power consumption of the device. This mode
allows the application to wake-up from Sleep, perform
a few instructions using the INTOSC internal oscillator
block as the clock source and go back to Sleep without
waiting for the external oscillator to become stable.

Two-Speed Start-up provides benefits when the oscil-
lator module is configured for LP, XT, or HS modes.
The Oscillator Start-up Timer (OST) is enabled for
these modes and must count 1024 oscillations before
the oscillator can be used as the system clock source. 

If the oscillator module is configured for any mode
other than LP, XT or HS mode, then Two-Speed
Start-up is disabled. This is because the external clock
oscillator does not require any stabilization time after
POR or an exit from Sleep.

If the OST count reaches 1024 before the device
enters Sleep mode, the OSTS bit of the OSCSTAT reg-
ister is set and program execution switches to the
external oscillator. However, the system may never
operate from the external oscillator if the time spent
awake is very short. 

5.4.1 TWO-SPEED START-UP MODE 
CONFIGURATION

Two-Speed Start-up mode is configured by the
following settings:

• IESO (of the Configuration Words) = 1; Inter-
nal/External Switchover bit (Two-Speed Start-up 
mode enabled).

• SCS (of the OSCCON register) = 00.

• FOSC<2:0> bits in the Configuration Words 
configured for LP, XT or HS mode.

Two-Speed Start-up mode is entered after:

• Power-on Reset (POR) and, if enabled, after 
Power-up Timer (PWRT) has expired, or

• Wake-up from Sleep.

Note: Executing a SLEEP instruction will abort
the oscillator start-up time and will cause
the OSTS bit of the OSCSTAT register to
remain clear.

TABLE 5-1: OSCILLATOR SWITCHING DELAYS

Switch From Switch To Frequency Oscillator Delay

Sleep
LFINTOSC(1)

MFINTOSC(1)

HFINTOSC(1)

31 kHz
31.25 kHz-500 kHz
31.25 kHz-16 MHz

2 cycles

Sleep/POR EC, RC(1) DC – 32 MHz 2 cycles

LFINTOSC EC, RC(1) DC – 32 MHz 1 cycle of each

Sleep/POR
Timer1 Oscillator
LP, XT, HS(1) 32 kHz-20 MHz 1024 Clock Cycles (OST)

Any clock source
MFINTOSC(1)

HFINTOSC(1)
31.25 kHz-500 kHz
31.25 kHz-16 MHz

2 s (approx.)

Any clock source LFINTOSC(1) 31 kHz 1 cycle of each

Any clock source Timer1 Oscillator 32 kHz 1024 Clock Cycles (OST)

PLL inactive PLL active 16-32 MHz 2 ms (approx.)

Note 1: PLL inactive.
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7.1 Operation

Interrupts are disabled upon any device Reset. They
are enabled by setting the following bits:

• GIE bit of the INTCON register

• Interrupt Enable bit(s) for the specific interrupt 
event(s)

• PEIE bit of the INTCON register (if the Interrupt 
Enable bit of the interrupt event is contained in the 
PIE1, PIE2, PIE3 and PIE4 registers)

The INTCON, PIR1, PIR2, PIR3 and PIR4 registers
record individual interrupts via interrupt flag bits. Inter-
rupt flag bits will be set, regardless of the status of the
GIE, PEIE and individual interrupt enable bits.

The following events happen when an interrupt event
occurs while the GIE bit is set:

• Current prefetched instruction is flushed

• GIE bit is cleared

• Current Program Counter (PC) is pushed onto the 
stack

• Critical registers are automatically saved to the 
shadow registers (See “Section 7.5 “Automatic 
Context Saving”.”)

• PC is loaded with the interrupt vector 0004h

The firmware within the Interrupt Service Routine (ISR)
should determine the source of the interrupt by polling
the interrupt flag bits. The interrupt flag bits must be
cleared before exiting the ISR to avoid repeated
interrupts. Because the GIE bit is cleared, any interrupt
that occurs while executing the ISR will be recorded
through its interrupt flag, but will not cause the
processor to redirect to the interrupt vector. 

The RETFIE instruction exits the ISR by popping the
previous address from the stack, restoring the saved
context from the shadow registers and setting the GIE
bit.

For additional information on a specific interrupt’s
operation, refer to its peripheral chapter.

7.2 Interrupt Latency

Interrupt latency is defined as the time from when the
interrupt event occurs to the time code execution at the
interrupt vector begins. The latency for synchronous
interrupts is 3 or 4 instruction cycles. For asynchronous
interrupts, the latency is 3 to 5 instruction cycles,
depending on when the interrupt occurs. See Figure 7-2
and Figure 7-3 for more details.

Note 1: Individual interrupt flag bits are set,
regardless of the state of any other
enable bits.

2: All interrupts will be ignored while the GIE
bit is cleared. Any interrupt occurring
while the GIE bit is clear will be serviced
when the GIE bit is set again.
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12.7 PORTC Registers

PORTC is an 8-bit wide, bidirectional port. The
corresponding data direction register is TRISC
(Register 12-11). Setting a TRISC bit (= 1) will make the
corresponding PORTC pin an input (i.e., put the
corresponding output driver in a High-Impedance mode).
Clearing a TRISC bit (= 0) will make the corresponding
PORTC pin an output (i.e., enable the output driver and
put the contents of the output latch on the selected pin).
Example 12-1 shows how to initialize an I/O port.

Reading the PORTC register (Register 12-10) reads the
status of the pins, whereas writing to it will write to the
PORT latch. All write operations are read-modify-write
operations. Therefore, a write to a port implies that the
port pins are read, this value is modified and then written
to the PORT data latch (LATC).

The TRISC register (Register 12-11) controls the
PORTC pin output drivers, even when they are being
used as analog inputs. The user should ensure the bits in
the TRISC register are maintained set when using them
as analog inputs. I/O pins configured as analog inputs
always read ‘0’.

12.7.1 PORTC FUNCTIONS AND OUTPUT 
PRIORITIES

Each PORTC pin is multiplexed with other functions. The
pins, their combined functions and their output priorities
are shown in Table 12-7.

When multiple outputs are enabled, the actual pin
control goes to the peripheral with the highest priority.

Analog input and some digital input functions are not
included in the list below. These input functions can
remain active when the pin is configured as an output.
Certain digital input functions override other port
functions and are included in the priority list.

TABLE 12-7: PORTC OUTPUT PRIORITY

Pin Name Function Priority(1)

RC0 T1OSO (Timer1 Oscillator)
SEG40 (ICD)
RC0

RC1 T1OSI (Timer1 Oscillator)
CCP2(2)/P2A(2)

SEG32 (ICD)
RC1

RC2 SEG13 (LCD)
CCP1/P1A
RC2

RC3 SEG17 (LCD)
SCL1 (MSSP1)
SCK1 (MSSP1)
RC3

RC4 SEG16 (LCD)
SDA1 (MSSP1)
RC4

RC5 SEG12 (LCD)
SDO1 (MSSP1)
RC5

RC6 SEG27 (LCD)
TX1 (EUSART1)
CK1 (EUSART1)
RC6

RC7 SEG28 (LCD)
DT1 (EUSART1)
RC7

Note 1: Priority listed from highest to lowest.
2: Default pin (see APFCON register). 
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16.4 Register Definitions: ADC Control

 

REGISTER 16-1: ADCON0: A/D CONTROL REGISTER 0

U-0 R/W-0/0 R/W-0/0 R/W-0/0 R/W-0/0 R/W-0/0 R/W-0/0 R/W-0/0

— CHS<4:0> GO/DONE ADON

bit 7 bit 0

Legend:

R = Readable bit W = Writable bit U = Unimplemented bit, read as ‘0’

u = Bit is unchanged x = Bit is unknown -n/n = Value at POR and BOR/Value at all other Resets

‘1’ = Bit is set ‘0’ = Bit is cleared

bit 7 Unimplemented: Read as ‘0’

bit 6-2 CHS<4:0>: Analog Channel Select bits

11111 = FVR (Fixed Voltage Reference) Buffer 1 Output(2)

11110 = DAC output(1)

11101 = Temperature Indicator(3)

11100 = Reserved. No channel connected.
 •
 •
 •

10001 = Reserved. No channel connected.
10000 = AN16
01111 = AN15
01110 = AN14
01101 = AN13
01100 = AN12
01011 = AN11
01010 = AN10
01001 = AN9
01000 = AN8
00111 = AN7
00110 = AN6
00101 = AN5
00100 = AN4
00011 = AN3
00010 = AN2
00001 = AN1
00000 =AN0

bit 1 GO/DONE: A/D Conversion Status bit

1 = A/D conversion cycle in progress. Setting this bit starts an A/D conversion cycle. 
      This bit is automatically cleared by hardware when the A/D conversion has completed.
0 = A/D conversion completed/not in progress

bit 0 ADON: ADC Enable bit
1 = ADC is enabled
0 = ADC is disabled and consumes no operating current

Note 1: See Section 17.0 “Digital-to-Analog Converter (DAC) Module” for more information.

2: See Section 14.0 “Fixed Voltage Reference (FVR)” for more information.

3: See Section 15.0 “Temperature Indicator Module” for more information.
 2010-2016 Microchip Technology Inc. DS40001414E-page 161
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18.2 Comparator Control

Each comparator has two control registers: CMxCON0
and CMxCON1.

The CMxCON0 registers (see Register 18-1) contain
Control and Status bits for the following:

• Enable

• Output selection

• Output polarity

• Speed/Power selection

• Hysteresis enable

• Output synchronization

The CMxCON1 registers (see Register 18-2) contain
Control bits for the following:

• Interrupt enable

• Interrupt edge polarity

• Positive input channel selection

• Negative input channel selection

18.2.1 COMPARATOR ENABLE

Setting the CxON bit of the CMxCON0 register enables
the comparator for operation. Clearing the CxON bit
disables the comparator resulting in minimum current
consumption.

18.2.2 COMPARATOR OUTPUT 
SELECTION

The output of the comparator can be monitored by
reading either the CxOUT bit of the CMxCON0 register
or the MCxOUT bit of the CMOUT register. In order to
make the output available for an external connection,
the following conditions must be true:

• CxOE bit of the CMxCON0 register must be set

• Corresponding TRIS bit must be cleared

• CxON bit of the CMxCON0 register must be set

18.2.3 COMPARATOR OUTPUT POLARITY

Inverting the output of the comparator is functionally
equivalent to swapping the comparator inputs. The
polarity of the comparator output can be inverted by
setting the CxPOL bit of the CMxCON0 register.
Clearing the CxPOL bit results in a noninverted output.

Table 18-2 shows the output state versus input
conditions, including polarity control.

18.2.4 COMPARATOR SPEED/POWER 
SELECTION

The trade-off between speed or power can be opti-
mized during program execution with the CxSP control
bit. The default state for this bit is ‘1’ which selects the
normal speed mode. Device power consumption can
be optimized at the cost of slower comparator propaga-
tion delay by clearing the CxSP bit to ‘0’.

Note 1: The CxOE bit of the CMxCON0 register
overrides the PORT data latch. Setting
the CxON bit of the CMxCON0 register
has no impact on the port override.

2: The internal output of the comparator is
latched with each instruction cycle.
Unless otherwise specified, external
outputs are not latched.

TABLE 18-2: COMPARATOR OUTPUT 
STATE VS. INPUT 
CONDITIONS

Input Condition CxPOL CxOUT

CxVN > CxVP 0 0

CxVN < CxVP 0 1

CxVN > CxVP 1 1

CxVN < CxVP 1 0
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23.1.5 CAPTURE DURING SLEEP

Capture mode depends upon the Timer1 module for
proper operation. There are two options for driving the
Timer1 module in Capture mode. It can be driven by the
instruction clock (FOSC/4), or by an external clock source.

When Timer1 is clocked by FOSC/4, Timer1 will not
increment during Sleep. When the device wakes from
Sleep, Timer1 will continue from its previous state.

Capture mode will operate during Sleep when Timer1
is clocked by an external clock source.

23.1.6 ALTERNATE PIN LOCATIONS

This module incorporates I/O pins that can be moved to
other locations with the use of the alternate pin function
register, APFCON. To determine which pins can be
moved and what their default locations are upon a
Reset, see Section 12.1 “Alternate Pin Function” for
more information.

    
TABLE 23-2: SUMMARY OF REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH CAPTURE

Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Register 
on Page

APFCON P3CSEL P3BSEL P2DSEL P2CSEL P2BSEL CCP2SEL P1CSEL P1BSEL 123

CCPxCON PxM<1:0>(1) DCxB<1:0> CCPxM<3:0> 227

CCPRxL Capture/Compare/PWM Register x Low Byte (LSB) 205*

CCPRxH Capture/Compare/PWM Register x High Byte (MSB) 205*

INTCON GIE PEIE TMR0IE INTE IOCIE TMR0IF INTF IOCIF 90

PIE1 TMR1GIE ADIE RCIE TXIE SSPIE CCP1IE TMR2IE TMR1IE 91

PIE2 OSFIE C2IE C1IE EEIE BCLIE LCDIE C3IE CCP2IE 92

PIE3 — CCP5IE CCP4IE CCP3IE TMR6IE — TMR4IE — 93

PIR1 TMR1GIF ADIF RCIF TXIF SSPIF CCP1IF TMR2IF TMR1IF 95

PIR2 OSFIF C2IF C1IF EEIF BCLIF LCDIF C3IF CCP2IF 96

PIR3 — CCP5IF CCP4IF CCP3IF TMR6IF — TMR4IF — 97

T1CON TMR1CS<1:0> T1CKPS<1:0> T1OSCEN T1SYNC — TMR1ON 197

T1GCON TMR1GE T1GPOL T1GTM T1GSPM T1GGO/DONE T1GVAL T1GSS<1:0> 198

TMR1L Holding Register for the Least Significant Byte of the 16-bit TMR1 Register 193*

TMR1H Holding Register for the Most Significant Byte of the 16-bit TMR1 Register 193*

TRISB TRISB7 TRISB6 TRISB5 TRISB4 TRISB3 TRISB2 TRISB1 TRISB0 128

TRISC TRISC7 TRISC6 TRISC5 TRISC4 TRISC3 TRISC2 TRISC1 TRISC0 131

TRISE TRISE7 TRISE6 TRISE5 TRISE4 TRISE3 TRISE2 TRISE1 TRISE0 137

TRISG TRISG7 TRISG6 TRISG5 TRISG4 TRISG3 TRISG2 TRISG1 TRISG0 143

Legend:  — = Unimplemented location, read as ‘0’. Shaded cells are not used by Capture mode.
Note 1: Applies to ECCP modules only.

* Page provides register information.
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24.5.8 GENERAL CALL ADDRESS SUPPORT

The addressing procedure for the I2C bus is such that
the first byte after the Start condition usually deter-
mines which device will be the slave addressed by the
master device. The exception is the general call
address which can address all devices. When this
address is used, all devices should, in theory, respond
with an acknowledge.

The general call address is a reserved address in the
I2C protocol, defined as address 0x00. When the
GCEN bit of the SSPxCON2 register is set, the slave
module will automatically ACK the reception of this
address, regardless of the value stored in SSPxADD.
After the slave clocks in an address of all zeros with
the R/W bit clear, an interrupt is generated and slave
software can read SSPxBUF and respond.
Figure 24-23 shows a general call reception
sequence.

In 10-bit Address mode, the UA bit will not be set on
the reception of the general call address. The slave
will prepare to receive the second byte as data, just as
it would in 7-bit mode.

If the AHEN bit of the SSPxCON3 register is set, just
as with any other address reception, the slave hard-
ware will stretch the clock after the eighth falling edge
of SCLx. The slave must then set its ACKDT value and
release the clock with communication, progressing as
it would normally.

FIGURE 24-24: SLAVE MODE GENERAL CALL ADDRESS SEQUENCE

24.5.9 SSPx MASK REGISTER

An SSPx Mask (SSPxMSK) register (Register 24-5) is
available in I2C Slave mode as a mask for the value
held in the SSPxSR register during an address
comparison operation. A zero (‘0’) bit in the SSPxMSK
register has the effect of making the corresponding bit
of the received address a “don’t care”.

This register is reset to all ‘1’s upon any Reset
condition and, therefore, has no effect on standard
SSPx operation until written with a mask value.

The SSPx Mask register is active during:

• 7-bit Address mode: address compare of A<7:1>.

• 10-bit Address mode: address compare of 
A<7:0>, only. The SSPx mask has no effect 
during the reception of the first (high) byte of the 
address.

SDAx

SCLx

S

SSPxIF

BF (SSPxSTAT<0>)

Cleared by software

SSPxBUF is read

R/W = 0

ACKGeneral Call Address

Address is compared to General Call Address

Receiving Data ACK

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

D7 D6 D5 D4 D3 D2 D1 D0

after ACK, set interrupt

GCEN (SSPxCON2<7>)

’1’
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24.6.7 I2C MASTER MODE RECEPTION

Master mode reception is enabled by programming the
Receive Enable bit, RCEN bit of the SSPxCON2
register.       

The Baud Rate Generator begins counting and on each
rollover, the state of the SCLx pin changes
(high-to-low/low-to-high) and data is shifted into the
SSPxSR. After the falling edge of the eighth clock, the
receive enable flag is automatically cleared, the con-
tents of the SSPxSR are loaded into the SSPxBUF, the
BF flag bit is set, the SSPxIF flag bit is set and the Baud
Rate Generator is suspended from counting, holding
SCLx low. The MSSPx is now in Idle state awaiting the
next command. When the buffer is read by the CPU,
the BF flag bit is automatically cleared. The user can
then send an Acknowledge bit at the end of reception
by setting the Acknowledge Sequence Enable, ACKEN
bit of the SSPxCON2 register.

24.6.7.1 BF Status Flag

In receive operation, the BF bit is set when an address
or data byte is loaded into SSPxBUF from SSPxSR. It
is cleared when the SSPxBUF register is read.

24.6.7.2 SSPOV Status Flag

In receive operation, the SSPOV bit is set when eight
bits are received into the SSPxSR and the BF flag bit is
already set from a previous reception.

24.6.7.3 WCOL Status Flag

If the user writes the SSPxBUF when a receive is
already in progress (i.e., SSPxSR is still shifting in a
data byte), the WCOL bit is set and the contents of the
buffer are unchanged (the write does not occur).

24.6.7.4 Typical Receive Sequence

1. The user generates a Start condition by setting
the SEN bit of the SSPxCON2 register.

2. SSPxIF is set by hardware on completion of the
Start. 

3. SSPxIF is cleared by software.

4. User writes SSPxBUF with the slave address to
transmit and the R/W bit set.

5. Address is shifted out the SDAx pin until all eight
bits are transmitted. Transmission begins as
soon as SSPxBUF is written to.

6. The MSSPx module shifts in the ACK bit from
the slave device and writes its value into the
ACKSTAT bit of the SSPxCON2 register.

7. The MSSPx module generates an interrupt at
the end of the ninth clock cycle by setting the
SSPxIF bit.

8. User sets the RCEN bit of the SSPxCON2
register and the Master clocks in a byte from the
slave.

9. After the eighth falling edge of SCLx, SSPxIF
and BF are set.

10. Master clears SSPxIF and reads the received
byte from SSPxUF, clears BF.

11. Master sets ACK value sent to slave in ACKDT
bit of the SSPxCON2 register and initiates the
ACK by setting the ACKEN bit.

12. Masters ACK is clocked out to the Slave and
SSPxIF is set.

13. User clears SSPxIF.

14. Steps 8-13 are repeated for each received byte
from the slave.

15. Master sends a not ACK or Stop to end
communication.

Note: The MSSPx module must be in an Idle
state before the RCEN bit is set or the
RCEN bit will be disregarded. 
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26.2.2 CURRENT RANGES

The capacitive sensing oscillator can operate in one of
seven different power modes. The power modes are
separated into two ranges: the low range and the high
range.

When the oscillator’s low range is selected, the fixed
internal voltage references of the capacitive sensing
oscillator are being used. When the oscillator’s high
range is selected, the variable voltage references
supplied by the FVR and DAC modules are being used.
Selection between the voltage references is controlled
by the CPSRM bit of the CPSCON0 register. See
Section 26.2.1 “Voltage Reference Modes” for more
information.

Within each range there are three distinct power modes:
low, medium and high. Current consumption is dependent
upon the range and mode selected. Selecting Power
modes within each range is accomplished by configuring
the CPSRNG <1:0> bits in the CPSCON0 register. See
Table  for proper power mode selection.

The remaining mode is a Noise Detection mode that
resides within the high range. The Noise Detection
mode is unique in that it disables the sinking and sourc-
ing of current on the analog pin but leaves the rest of
the oscillator circuitry active. This reduces the oscilla-
tion frequency on the analog pin to zero and also
greatly reduces the current consumed by the oscillator
module.

When noise is introduced onto the pin, the oscillator is
driven at the frequency determined by the noise. This
produces a detectable signal at the comparator output,
indicating the presence of activity on the pin.

Figure 26-2 shows a more detailed drawing of the
current sources and comparators associated with the
oscillator.

26.2.3 TIMER RESOURCES

To measure the change in frequency of the capacitive
sensing oscillator, a fixed time base is required. For the
period of the fixed time base, the capacitive sensing
oscillator is used to clock either Timer0 or Timer1. The
frequency of the capacitive sensing oscillator is equal
to the number of counts in the timer divided by the
period of the fixed time base.

26.2.4 FIXED TIME BASE

To measure the frequency of the capacitive sensing
oscillator, a fixed time base is required. Any timer
resource or software loop can be used to establish the
fixed time base. It is up to the end user to determine the
method in which the fixed time base is generated.

26.2.4.1 Timer0

To select Timer0 as the timer resource for the CPS
module:

• Set the T0XCS bit of the CPSCON0 register.

• Clear the TMR0CS bit of the OPTION_REG 
register.

When Timer0 is chosen as the timer resource, the
capacitive sensing oscillator will be the clock source for
Timer0. Refer to Section 20.0 “Timer0 Module” for
additional information.

TABLE 26-1: POWER MODE SELECTION

CPSRM Range CPSRNG<1:0> Current Range(1)

1 High

00 Noise Detection

01 Low

10 Medium

11 High

0 Low

00 Off

01 Low

10 Medium

11 High

Note 1: See Power-Down Currents (IPD) in Section 30.0 “Electrical Specifications” for more information.

Note: The fixed time base can not be generated
by the timer resource that the capacitive
sensing oscillator is clocking.
 2010-2016 Microchip Technology Inc. DS40001414E-page 319



PIC16(L)F1946/47
27.3 LCD Clock Source Selection

The LCD module has three possible clock sources:

• FOSC/256

• T1OSC

• LFINTOSC

The first clock source is the system clock divided by
256 (FOSC/256). This divider ratio is chosen to provide
about 1 kHz output when the system clock is 8 MHz.
The divider is not programmable. Instead, the LCD
prescaler bits LP<3:0> of the LCDPS register are used
to set the LCD frame clock rate.

The second clock source is the T1OSC. This also gives
about 1 kHz when a 32.768 kHz crystal is used with the
Timer1 oscillator. To use the Timer1 oscillator as a
clock source, the T1OSCEN bit of the T1CON register
should be set.

The third clock source is the 31 kHz LFINTOSC, which
provides approximately 1 kHz output.

The second and third clock sources may be used to
continue running the LCD while the processor is in
Sleep.

Using bits CS<1:0> of the LCDCON register can select
any of these clock sources.

27.3.1 LCD PRESCALER

A 4-bit counter is available as a prescaler for the LCD
clock. The prescaler is not directly readable or writable;
its value is set by the LP<3:0> bits of the LCDPS register,
which determine the prescaler assignment and prescale
ratio.

The prescale values are selectable from 1:1 through
1:16.

FIGURE 27-2:  LCD CLOCK GENERATION   
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28.0 IN-CIRCUIT SERIAL 
PROGRAMMING™ (ICSP™)

ICSP™ programming allows customers to manufacture
circuit boards with unprogrammed devices. Programming
can be done after the assembly process allowing the
device to be programmed with the most recent firmware
or a custom firmware. Five pins are needed for ICSP™
programming:

• ICSPCLK

• ICSPDAT

• MCLR/VPP

• VDD

• VSS

In Program/Verify mode the program memory, User IDs
and the Configuration Words are programmed through
serial communications. The ICSPDAT pin is a
bidirectional I/O used for transferring the serial data
and the ICSPCLK pin is the clock input. For more
information on ICSP™ refer to the
PIC16F193X/LF193X/PIC16F194X/LF194X/PIC16LF
190X Memory Programming Specification (DS41397).

28.1 High-Voltage Programming Entry 
Mode

The device is placed into High-Voltage Programming
Entry mode by holding the ICSPCLK and ICSPDAT
pins low then raising the voltage on MCLR/VPP to VIHH. 

Some programmers produce VPP greater than VIHH

(9.0V), an external circuit is required to limit the VPP

voltage. See Figure 28-1 for example circuit.

FIGURE 28-1: VPP LIMITER EXAMPLE CIRCUIT
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Note: The MPLAB® ICD 2 produces a VPP

voltage greater than the maximum VPP

specification of the PIC16(L)F1946/47.
 2010-2016 Microchip Technology Inc. DS40001414E-page 359



PIC16(L)F1946/47
FIGURE 29-1: GENERAL FORMAT FOR 
INSTRUCTIONS       

Byte-oriented file register operations
13                          8     7    6                              0

d = 0 for destination W

OPCODE                 d              f (FILE #)

d = 1 for destination f
f = 7-bit file register address

Bit-oriented file register operations
13                         10  9        7   6                       0

OPCODE          b (BIT #)        f (FILE #)

b = 3-bit bit address
f = 7-bit file register address

Literal and control operations

13                                  8    7                             0

OPCODE                              k (literal)

k = 8-bit immediate value

13                 11    10                                          0

OPCODE                        k (literal)

k = 11-bit immediate value

General

CALL and GOTO instructions only

MOVLP instruction only

13                                             5   4                   0

OPCODE                                  k (literal)

k = 5-bit immediate value

MOVLB instruction only

13                             9     8                                 0

OPCODE                              k (literal)

k = 9-bit immediate value

BRA instruction only

FSR Offset instructions

13                                  7    6    5                       0

OPCODE                   n             k (literal)

n = appropriate FSR

FSR Increment instructions

13                                      7    6                         0

OPCODE                              k (literal)

k = 7-bit immediate value

13                                                 3    2    1        0

OPCODE                                   n   m (mode)

n = appropriate FSR
m = 2-bit mode value

k = 6-bit immediate value

13                                                                      0

                       OPCODE                            

OPCODE only
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FIGURE 30-18: SPI SLAVE MODE TIMING (CKE = 0)

FIGURE 30-19: SPI SLAVE MODE TIMING (CKE = 1)
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Note: Refer to Figure 30-5 for load conditions.
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FIGURE 31-9: IDD, EC OSCILLATOR, LOW-POWER MODE, FOSC = 500 kHz,
PIC16LF1946/47 ONLY 

FIGURE 31-10: IDD, EC OSCILLATOR, LOW-POWER MODE, FOSC = 500 kHz, PIC16F1946/47 ONLY 
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FIGURE 31-33: IPD, WATCHDOG TIMER (WDT), PIC16LF1946/47 ONLY 

FIGURE 31-34: IPD, WATCHDOG TIMER (WDT), PIC16F1946/47 ONLY 
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FIGURE 31-37: IPD, BROWN-OUT RESET (BOR), PIC16LF1946/47 ONLY 

FIGURE 31-38: IPD, BROWN-OUT RESET (BOR), PIC16F1946/47 ONLY 
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32.2 MPLAB XC Compilers

The MPLAB XC Compilers are complete ANSI C
compilers for all of Microchip’s 8, 16, and 32-bit MCU
and DSC devices. These compilers provide powerful
integration capabilities, superior code optimization and
ease of use. MPLAB XC Compilers run on Windows,
Linux or MAC OS X.

For easy source level debugging, the compilers provide
debug information that is optimized to the MPLAB X
IDE.

The free MPLAB XC Compiler editions support all
devices and commands, with no time or memory
restrictions, and offer sufficient code optimization for
most applications.

MPLAB XC Compilers include an assembler, linker and
utilities. The assembler generates relocatable object
files that can then be archived or linked with other relo-
catable object files and archives to create an execut-
able file. MPLAB XC Compiler uses the assembler to
produce its object file. Notable features of the assem-
bler include:

• Support for the entire device instruction set

• Support for fixed-point and floating-point data

• Command-line interface

• Rich directive set

• Flexible macro language

• MPLAB X IDE compatibility

32.3 MPASM Assembler

The MPASM Assembler is a full-featured, universal
macro assembler for PIC10/12/16/18 MCUs. 

The MPASM Assembler generates relocatable object
files for the MPLINK Object Linker, Intel® standard HEX
files, MAP files to detail memory usage and symbol
reference, absolute LST files that contain source lines
and generated machine code, and COFF files for
debugging.

The MPASM Assembler features include:

• Integration into MPLAB X IDE projects

• User-defined macros to streamline 
assembly code

• Conditional assembly for multipurpose 
source files

• Directives that allow complete control over the 
assembly process

32.4 MPLINK Object Linker/
MPLIB Object Librarian

The MPLINK Object Linker combines relocatable
objects created by the MPASM Assembler. It can link
relocatable objects from precompiled libraries, using
directives from a linker script. 

The MPLIB Object Librarian manages the creation and
modification of library files of precompiled code. When
a routine from a library is called from a source file, only
the modules that contain that routine will be linked in
with the application. This allows large libraries to be
used efficiently in many different applications. 

The object linker/library features include:

• Efficient linking of single libraries instead of many 
smaller files

• Enhanced code maintainability by grouping 
related modules together

• Flexible creation of libraries with easy module 
listing, replacement, deletion and extraction

32.5 MPLAB Assembler, Linker and 
Librarian for Various Device 
Families

MPLAB Assembler produces relocatable machine
code from symbolic assembly language for PIC24,
PIC32 and dsPIC DSC devices. MPLAB XC Compiler
uses the assembler to produce its object file. The
assembler generates relocatable object files that can
then be archived or linked with other relocatable object
files and archives to create an executable file. Notable
features of the assembler include:

• Support for the entire device instruction set

• Support for fixed-point and floating-point data

• Command-line interface

• Rich directive set

• Flexible macro language

• MPLAB X IDE compatibility
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33.2 Package Details
The following sections give the technical details of the packages.

Note: For the most current package drawings, please see the Microchip Packaging Specification located at 
http://www.microchip.com/packaging
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