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What is "Embedded - Microcontrollers"?

"Embedded - Microcontrollers" refer to small, integrated
circuits designed to perform specific tasks within larger
systems. These microcontrollers are essentially compact
computers on a single chip, containing a processor core,
memory, and programmable input/output peripherals.
They are called "embedded" because they are embedded
within electronic devices to control various functions,
rather than serving as standalone computers.
Microcontrollers are crucial in modern electronics,
providing the intelligence and control needed for a wide
range of applications.

Applications of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers are used in virtually every
sector of electronics, providing the necessary control and
processing power for a multitude of applications. In
consumer electronics, they manage the operations of
smartphones, home appliances, and wearable devices. In
automotive systems, microcontrollers control engine
functions, safety features, and infotainment systems.
Industrial applications rely on microcontrollers for
automation, robotics, and process control. Additionally,
microcontrollers are integral in medical devices, handling
functions such as monitoring, diagnostics, and control of
therapeutic equipment. Their versatility and
programmability make them essential components in
creating efficient, responsive, and intelligent electronic
systems.

Common Subcategories of "Embedded -
Microcontrollers"

Embedded microcontrollers can be categorized based on
their architecture, performance, and application focus.
Common subcategories include 8-bit, 16-bit, and 32-bit
microcontrollers, differentiated by their processing power
and memory capacity. 8-bit microcontrollers are typically
used in simple applications like basic control systems and
small devices. 16-bit microcontrollers offer a balance
between performance and complexity, suitable for
medium-scale applications like industrial automation. 32-
bit microcontrollers provide high performance and are
used in complex applications requiring advanced
processing, such as automotive systems and sophisticated
consumer electronics. Each subcategory serves a specific
range of applications, providing tailored solutions for
different performance and complexity needs.

Types of "Embedded - Microcontrollers"

There are various types of embedded microcontrollers,
each designed to meet specific application requirements.
General-purpose microcontrollers are versatile and used in
a wide range of applications, offering a balance of
performance, memory, and peripheral options. Special-
purpose microcontrollers are tailored for specific tasks,
such as automotive controllers, which include features like
built-in motor control peripherals and automotive-grade
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Program Memory Type OTP

EEPROM Size -
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Voltage - Supply (Vcc/Vdd) 3V ~ 6V

Data Converters -

Oscillator Type External

Operating Temperature -40°C ~ 125°C (TA)

Mounting Type Through Hole
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The code example in Example 7-1 depicts the steps

required to configure the comparator module. RA3 and

RA4 are configured as digital output. RA0 and RA1 are

configured as the V- inputs and RA2 as the V+ input to

both comparators.

EXAMPLE 7-1: INITIALIZING 

COMPARATOR MODULE

7.2 Comparator Operation

A single comparator is shown in Figure 7-2 along with

the relationship between the analog input levels and

the digital output. When the analog input at VIN+ is less

than the analog input VIN-, the output of the comparator

is a digital low level. When the analog input at VIN+ is

greater than the analog input VIN-, the output of the

comparator is a digital high level. The shaded areas of

the output of the comparator in Figure 7-2 represent

the uncertainty due to input offsets and response time.

7.3 Comparator Reference

An external or internal reference signal may be used

depending on the comparator Operating mode. The

analog signal that is present at VIN- is compared to the

signal at VIN+, and the digital output of the comparator

is adjusted accordingly (Figure 7-2).

FIGURE 7-2: SINGLE COMPARATOR

7.3.1  EXTERNAL REFERENCE SIGNAL

When external voltage references are used, the

comparator module can be configured to have the

comparators operate from the same or different

reference sources. However, threshold detector

applications may require the same reference. The

reference signal must be between VSS and VDD, and

can be applied to either pin of the comparator(s).

7.3.2  INTERNAL REFERENCE SIGNAL

The comparator module also allows the selection of an

internally generated voltage reference for the

comparators. Section 10, Instruction Sets, contains a
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TABLE 7-1: REGISTERS ASSOCIATED WITH COMPARATOR MODULE

Legend: x = unknown, u = unchanged, - = unimplemented, read as "0"

Address Name Bit 7 Bit 6 Bit 5 Bit 4 Bit 3 Bit 2 Bit 1 Bit 0
Value on

POR 

Value on

All Other

RESETS

1Fh CMCON C2OUT C1OUT — — CIS CM2 CM1 CM0 00-- 0000 00-- 0000

9Fh VRCON VREN VROE VRR — VR3 VR2 VR1 VR0 000- 0000 000- 0000

0Bh INTCON GIE PEIE T0IE INTE RBIE T0IF INTF RBIF 0000 000x 0000 000u

0Ch PIR1 — CMIF — — — — — — -0-- ---- -0-- ----

8Ch PIE1 — CMIE — — — — — — -0-- ---- -0-- ----

85h TRISA — — — TRISA4 TRISA3 TRISA2 TRISA1 TRISA0 ---1 1111 ---1 1111
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9.0 SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE 

CPU

Special circuits to deal with the needs of real-time

applications are what sets a microcontroller apart from

other processors. The PIC16C62X family has a host of

such features intended to maximize system reliability,

minimize cost through elimination of external compo-

nents, provide power saving operating modes and offer

code protection. 

These are:

1. OSC selection

2. RESET

Power-on Reset (POR)

Power-up Timer (PWRT)

Oscillator Start-up Timer (OST)

Brown-out Reset (BOR)

3. Interrupts

4. Watchdog Timer (WDT)

5. SLEEP

6. Code protection

7. ID Locations

8. In-Circuit Serial Programming™

The PIC16C62X devices have a Watchdog Timer

which is controlled by configuration bits. It runs off its

own RC oscillator for added reliability. There are two

timers that offer necessary delays on power-up. One is

the Oscillator Start-up Timer (OST), intended to keep

the chip in RESET until the crystal oscillator is stable.

The other is the Power-up Timer (PWRT), which

provides a fixed delay of 72 ms (nominal) on power-up

only, designed to keep the part in RESET while the

power supply stabilizes. There is also circuitry to

RESET the device if a brown-out occurs, which pro-

vides at least a 72 ms RESET. With these three

functions on-chip, most applications need no external

RESET circuitry.

The SLEEP mode is designed to offer a very low

current Power-down mode. The user can wake-up from

SLEEP through external RESET, Watchdog Timer

wake-up or through an interrupt. Several oscillator

options are also made available to allow the part to fit

the application. The RC oscillator option saves system

cost, while the LP crystal option saves power. A set of

configuration bits are used to select various options.
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11.9 MPLAB ICE 2000 

High Performance Universal 

In-Circuit Emulator

The MPLAB ICE 2000 universal in-circuit emulator is

intended to provide the product development engineer

with a complete microcontroller design tool set for

PICmicro microcontrollers. Software control of the

MPLAB ICE 2000 in-circuit emulator is advanced by

the MPLAB Integrated Development Environment,

which allows editing, building, downloading and source

debugging from a single environment.

The MPLAB ICE 2000 is a full-featured emulator

system with enhanced trace, trigger and data monitor-

ing features. Interchangeable processor modules allow

the system to be easily reconfigured for emulation of

different processors. The universal architecture of the

MPLAB ICE in-circuit emulator allows expansion to

support new PICmicro microcontrollers.

The MPLAB ICE 2000 in-circuit emulator system has

been designed as a real-time emulation system with

advanced features that are typically found on more

expensive development tools. The PC platform and

Microsoft® Windows 32-bit operating system were

chosen to best make these features available in a

simple, unified application.

11.10 MPLAB ICE 4000 

High Performance Universal 

In-Circuit Emulator

The MPLAB ICE 4000 universal in-circuit emulator is

intended to provide the product development engineer

with a complete microcontroller design tool set for high-

end PICmicro microcontrollers. Software control of the

MPLAB ICE in-circuit emulator is provided by the

MPLAB Integrated Development Environment, which

allows editing, building, downloading and source

debugging from a single environment.

The MPLAB ICD 4000 is a premium emulator system,

providing the features of MPLAB ICE 2000, but with

increased emulation memory and high speed perfor-

mance for dsPIC30F and PIC18XXXX devices. Its

advanced emulator features include complex triggering

and timing, up to 2 Mb of emulation memory, and the

ability to view variables in real-time.

The MPLAB ICE 4000 in-circuit emulator system has

been designed as a real-time emulation system with

advanced features that are typically found on more

expensive development tools. The PC platform and

Microsoft Windows 32-bit operating system were

chosen to best make these features available in a

simple, unified application.

11.11 MPLAB ICD 2 In-Circuit Debugger

Microchip’s In-Circuit Debugger, MPLAB ICD 2, is a

powerful, low cost, run-time development tool,

connecting to the host PC via an RS-232 or high speed

USB interface. This tool is based on the FLASH

PICmicro MCUs and can be used to develop for these

and other PICmicro microcontrollers. The MPLAB

ICD 2 utilizes the in-circuit debugging capability built

into the FLASH devices. This feature, along with

Microchip’s In-Circuit Serial ProgrammingTM (ICSPTM)

protocol, offers cost effective in-circuit FLASH debug-

ging from the graphical user interface of the MPLAB

Integrated Development Environment. This enables a

designer to develop and debug source code by setting

breakpoints, single-stepping and watching variables,

CPU status and peripheral registers. Running at full

speed enables testing hardware and applications in

real-time. MPLAB ICD 2 also serves as a development

programmer for selected PICmicro devices.

11.12 PRO MATE II Universal Device 

Programmer

The PRO MATE II is a universal, CE compliant device

programmer with programmable voltage verification at

VDDMIN and VDDMAX for maximum reliability. It features

an LCD display for instructions and error messages

and a modular detachable socket assembly to support

various package types. In Stand-Alone mode, the

PRO MATE II device programmer can read, verify, and

program PICmicro devices without a PC connection. It

can also set code protection in this mode.

11.13 PICSTART Plus Development 

Programmer

The PICSTART Plus development programmer is an

easy-to-use, low cost, prototype programmer. It

connects to the PC via a COM (RS-232) port. MPLAB

Integrated Development Environment software makes

using the programmer simple and efficient. The

PICSTART Plus development programmer supports

most PICmicro devices up to 40 pins. Larger pin count

devices, such as the PIC16C92X and PIC17C76X,

may be supported with an adapter socket. The

PICSTART Plus development programmer is CE

compliant.
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11.20 PICDEM 18R PIC18C601/801 

Demonstration Board

The PICDEM 18R demonstration board serves to assist

development of the PIC18C601/801 family of Microchip

microcontrollers. It provides hardware implementation

of both 8-bit Multiplexed/De-multiplexed and 16-bit

Memory modes. The board includes 2 Mb external

FLASH memory and 128 Kb SRAM memory, as well as

serial EEPROM, allowing access to the wide range of

memory types supported by the PIC18C601/801.

11.21 PICDEM LIN PIC16C43X 

Demonstration Board

The powerful LIN hardware and software kit includes a

series of boards and three PICmicro microcontrollers.

The small footprint PIC16C432 and PIC16C433 are

used as slaves in the LIN communication and feature

on-board LIN transceivers. A PIC16F874 FLASH

microcontroller serves as the master. All three micro-

controllers are programmed with firmware to provide

LIN bus communication.

11.22 PICkitTM 1 FLASH Starter Kit

A complete "development system in a box", the PICkit

FLASH Starter Kit includes a convenient multi-section

board for programming, evaluation, and development

of 8/14-pin FLASH PIC® microcontrollers. Powered via

USB, the board operates under a simple Windows GUI.

The PICkit 1 Starter Kit includes the user's guide (on

CD ROM), PICkit 1 tutorial software and code for vari-

ous applications. Also included are MPLAB® IDE

(Integrated Development Environment) software, soft-

ware and hardware "Tips 'n Tricks for 8-pin FLASH

PIC® Microcontrollers" Handbook and a USB Interface

Cable. Supports all current 8/14-pin FLASH PIC

microcontrollers, as well as many future planned

devices.

11.23 PICDEM USB PIC16C7X5 

Demonstration Board

The PICDEM USB Demonstration Board shows off the

capabilities of the PIC16C745 and PIC16C765 USB

microcontrollers. This board provides the basis for

future USB products. 

11.24 Evaluation and 

Programming Tools

In addition to the PICDEM series of circuits, Microchip

has a line of evaluation kits and demonstration software

for these products.

• KEELOQ evaluation and programming tools for 

Microchip’s HCS Secure Data Products

• CAN developers kit for automotive network 

applications

• Analog design boards and filter design software

• PowerSmart battery charging evaluation/

calibration kits

• IrDA® development kit

• microID development and rfLabTM development 

software

• SEEVAL® designer kit for memory evaluation and 

endurance calculations

• PICDEM MSC demo boards for Switching mode 

power supply, high power IR driver, delta sigma 

ADC, and flow rate sensor

Check the Microchip web page and the latest Product

Line Card for the complete list of demonstration and

evaluation kits.
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FIGURE 12-3: PIC16C62XA VOLTAGE-FREQUENCY GRAPH, 0°C ≤ TA ≤ +70°C

FIGURE 12-4: PIC16C62XA VOLTAGE-FREQUENCY GRAPH, -40°C ≤ TA ≤ 0°C, +70°C ≤ TA ≤ 

+125°C
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Note 1: The shaded region indicates the permissible combinations of voltage and frequency.

2: The maximum rated speed of the part limits the permissible combinations of voltage and frequency.

Please reference the Product Identification System section for the maximum rated speed of the parts.
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12.1 DC Characteristics: PIC16C62X-04 (Commercial, Industrial, Extended)

PIC16C62X-20 (Commercial, Industrial, Extended) 

PIC16LC62X-04 (Commercial, Industrial, Extended)

PIC16C62X

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise stated)

Operating temperature -40°C ≤ TA ≤ +85°C for industrial and 

0°C ≤ TA ≤ +70°C for commercial and

-40°C ≤ TA ≤ +125°C for extended

PIC16LC62X

Standard Operating Conditions (unless otherwise stated)

Operating temperature -40°C ≤ TA ≤ +85°C for industrial and 

0°C ≤ TA ≤ +70°C for commercial and

-40°C ≤ TA ≤ +125°C for extended

Operating voltage VDD range is the PIC16C62X range.

Param. 

No.

Sym Characteristic Min Typ† Max Units Conditions

D001 VDD Supply Voltage 3.0 — 6.0 V See Figures 12-1, 12-2, 12-3, 12-4, and 12-5

D001 VDD Supply Voltage 2.5 — 6.0 V See Figures 12-1, 12-2, 12-3, 12-4, and 12-5

D002 VDR RAM Data Retention Voltage(1) — 1.5* — V Device in SLEEP mode

D002 VDR RAM Data Retention Voltage(1) — 1.5* — V Device in SLEEP mode

D003 VPOR VDD start voltage to ensure 

Power-on Reset
— Vss — V See section on Power-on Reset for details

D003 VPOR VDD start voltage to

ensure Power-on Reset

— VSS — V See section on Power-on Reset for details

D004 SVDD VDD rise rate to ensure 

Power-on Reset

0.05* — — V/ms See section on Power-on Reset for details

D004 SVDD VDD rise rate to ensure 

Power-on Reset

0.05* — — V/ms See section on Power-on Reset for details

D005 VBOR Brown-out Detect Voltage 3.7 4.0 4.3 V BOREN configuration bit is cleared

D005 VBOR Brown-out Detect Voltage 3.7 4.0 4.3 V BOREN configuration bit is cleared

D010 IDD Supply Current(2) —

—

—

1.8

35

9.0

3.3

70

20

mA

µA

mA

FOSC = 4 MHz, VDD = 5.5V, WDT disabled, XT 

mode, (Note 4)*

FOSC = 32 kHz, VDD = 4.0V, WDT disabled, LP 

mode

FOSC = 20 MHz, VDD = 5.5V, WDT disabled, HS 

mode

D010 IDD Supply Current(2) —

—

1.4

26

2.5

53

mA

µA

FOSC = 2.0 MHz, VDD = 3.0V, WDT disabled, XT 

mode, (Note 4)

FOSC = 32 kHz, VDD = 3.0V, WDT disabled, LP 

mode

D020 IPD Power-down Current(3) — 1.0 2.5

15

µA
µA

VDD=4.0V, WDT disabled

(125°C)

D020 IPD Power-down Current(3) — 0.7 2 µA VDD=3.0V, WDT disabled

* These parameters are characterized but not tested.

† Data in "Typ" column is at 5V, 25°C unless otherwise stated. These parameters are for design guidance only and are not 

tested.

Note 1: This is the limit to which VDD can be lowered without losing RAM data.

2: The supply current is mainly a function of the operating voltage and frequency. Other factors such as I/O pin loading and 

switching rate, oscillator type, internal code execution pattern, and temperature also have an impact on the current 

consumption.

The test conditions for all IDD measurements in Active Operation mode are: 

OSC1 = external square wave, from rail to rail; all I/O pins tri-stated, pulled to VDD, 

MCLR = VDD; WDT enabled/disabled as specified. 

3: The power-down current in SLEEP mode does not depend on the oscillator type. Power-down current is measured with 

the part in SLEEP mode, with all I/O pins in hi-impedance state and tied to VDD or VSS. 

4: For RC osc configuration, current through REXT is not included. The current through the resistor can be estimated by the 

formula:  Ir = VDD/2REXT (mA) with REXT in kΩ.
5: The ∆ current is the additional current consumed when this peripheral is enabled. This current should be added to the 

base IDD or IPD measurement.
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